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ip MBROKE, &c: 


My LORD, | 
Am ſenſible that this Mortification 
of your Triumphs,by fo unſeaſonable 
an Addreſ;, when your Lordſhip has 
| hardly had time to breathe , after 
Victory over Rebels, ro be engaged 
[in the ſo formidable Rencounter, as that of 
[a Dedication, may, at firſt, ſeem a Crime 
not to be expiated. - But if it be conſtder'd, + 
that your Lordſhip has exerted your Loyalry 
in ſuch a manner, that your AQions bear that 
Face and CharaQer, as challenge, not only 
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'T be 1 edicatiox, 


our prefent Admitation and Eulogies, be [ti 
ttand as Glorious Examples, as w <It to allfeh 
Poſterity, as the preſent Age, and will, uns ON, 
we gh prove the greateſt Embeliſhment u 

of the Engliſh Hiſtory, ir cannot, in theſean 
leaſt, be - wond'red that I ſtrike in with thefoti 
publick Celebrations. Freedoms andPreſumpſof: 
' rions of this nature, are the tnevitable Arte vt the 
dants .of ſuch like Performances, as you 
-Lordſhips ; ant fince the Advarkages; we pe 
reap thence, are ſo great, 't. feems unreaſo-|' 
nable to debar-us of our Acclamations. ThefI 
Generous and Brave muft eirher lye Idle, andſtal 
not furniſh us with ſuch Charming Subjects dn 
for Diſcourſe, or they muſt Yuffer us to exifc 
ult for the Benefits we thence derive, and nol mh 
hinder us from giving open cxpreiſions of|W 
our Delight and Satisfaction. _ [hi 

Theſe Conſiderations have, I hope, whegs- 01 
wirhal to.plead my Excuſe, for che boldat 


S[nc 
of: this Offering, and- give ſoine reaſonWeſar 
Varniſh to the Ambition of beipg the 1 (is 
Þ 
TR 


that has this way taken to blaze the 


Tuſigne recens, ad- buc 
Tudittum ere alio. þ 


Beſides, I donot a little pride my felf inſt 
the Value and Quality of what I Conſecrate| 
to your Lordſhip: Thisis not like moſt * f 

tne]. 


— 


>, DIR 
butfttie Books, "now'cortimonly publith'd,* that 
 alPreſe; ow ans. hae: Je of Generati: 
atfide in the NMaad,” and from whehte' 6 
thedeannot derive the leaſt Profit, ghd Triſtrail 
thejon No, My Lord, this is the Maſter-plece 
ny{ofone of the” acnteft Pens of this Ape, "tho 
:mithe Auttior had already, by other his Works, 
ourfobtain'd the'narhe of 'a finiſht Writer, afd*4 
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welpertect Hiſtorian. * © rol RR. 
ſo-[** How well he has merited this Title; yont 
heJLordſhip will find, all atong;Þy his exquifire 
ndftafte,as to what. can pleaſe, or Jifpleaſe, tire; or 
Qs[divert; and though he'omits nothing ne- 
xXfceffary, yer'is ke Concife or Copious, © as'is 
1f[moſt Conſiſteht'with the due'Beaury: of his 
offWork. Nothiig' of , Prejudice* appeats' ih 
him. _ He is not'warp'd nor taitited by Paſſi- 
re-Jon, or Intereſt, or Fattion, -He blames not, 
eſsInor Commends, ſo as to make a Satyr,*or 
an” Encomiumy, He ſuffers nor Fear or Hope- - 
car his Elbow, to jog” him on''to ſooth "the 
« .|Moderns, *or curry-tavour with Pofterity-: 
[His Impartiality being Tuch;- that from his 
_ FRelatibns, there's no gueffing ar his'Coun- 
try, or his Religion,” or his Friends, or his 
_ FParty. He is far from imitating even thoſe 
inJGreat. Men, that make Speeches for Perfons 
teſſodg ſince dead; which is degenerating Hi- 
offitory intoRotnance ; tho*ſfome will have ir, 
hel A4 that 
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Ti he No Dedication. | 2 
that tho' it be not Truth, jt will ſerve out 
turn as well. But this is the Banner of .Na4 
vels; and Poetry, and not the Eſſential offo 
Hiſtory. Beſides; ſuch Decorations and 
Flouriſhes, are only capable of dazling an 
amuſing the Mobile; and. a Plain, blunt; 
'Pown-right Truth ſhall, in a ſolid Mind; ob 
ſcure all their Luſtre. Not but that his Truth 
have often the Air of Fidtjon, but the u{her: 
ing inof ſuch, are the. Prerogative of a 
Anccdoto-grapher. He does not here. and 
there, by ſtarts, make Parade of Wit, but 
enchaſes it throyghout the whole Piece. Not 
does he lyeperdue,on all occaſions, to be ſur 
ring inan Elegancy,but ſometimes expreſſes; 
mighty Thought in one ſingle word, or hint 
it without ſaying it. Yes, my Lord, theſ 
*Avixdoze. all along ſpeak a nice and gener: 
Knowledge of Men and of Things, a Pre 
fqund, Subtle and Penetrating Wir, capabk 
_ of uoveiling the true Cauſes of Human 
| fi ions; from. their- Pretexts and Colour 
hey, are a ſort of Cabincr, Hiſtorical Inqui 
ſition, carrying along a Fancy quick and ju 
digious, -conceiving Things aright, and Mic 
wifing them afterwards anſwerable to th 
Conceptions. When my Auhtor's ſubject lead 
him near a Battel, he has ſoprepar'd his Req 
ders, that they. themſelves ſeem fluſht for Enj 
gagement, tho' the quality of his Writing 
- 6; | _- oblige 
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"The Dedication... 


oulfobliges him to wheel 'em off. © . When he | 
Nas pea aks of a Treaty,of the Paſſions of a Prince, 
 offor of a Miniſter, his Readers imagine them- 
andſclves enter'd into Negotiation, are agitated 
and with the ſane deſires, the ſame. uneaſineſſes 
ntfand diſquiets, . The ſtile of the Original is 
obj neither _ too negligent, nor too ponder'd, 
he but Plain, Chaſte, Perſpicuousand Familiar, 
1eff yet without being low and crawling, and 
 alſ throughout accompanied with Dignity, yer 
nd rather lofty in Seatiments than Words, tho' 
ulf ſpeaking all the Delicacy of the moſt Po- 
f lite Courtiers, For he 1s ſtill mindful 'that 
ur] he entertains all Nations and Apes, that he 
has the whole Earth for his Audience, and 
int to Eternity ſpeaks before the whole Congreſs 
d of Humane kind, where nothing ought to 
if bolt from him, but what bears the CharaRer 
of Modeſty, of Recluſeneſs, of Reſpe& and 
# Good Manners. And he has herein manifeſted 
| | how infioitely he has refin'd upon Procopis 
us his Pattern, who has moſt nauſeoufly vio» 
$ lated this Rule in more than a thouſand Paf 
ju ſages. And take we him only as he is purg'd 
i $64 retrench'd by Nicolas Alemannus, yet 
Monſieur Varillas has infinitely the Prefe» 
renceover that Antient, without needing to 
ſupply the befitting Vacuities he has made, 
nf by the Yatican Copy, to applaud' the Inve- 
ting Ctives that Balthazar Boniface,  Trivorius, 
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bs Mobo le-V/Sjer,” and-- fundry other Cri 
_ ticks have utterd-apainſtthar Hiſtorian:” Tri 
deed-the Genius of an Anecdoto:grapher be 
ing the ſame with that of «'Pin-dealer, will 
not byaſs him to Employ,” and*his Labout 
and his Induſtry, or innocently or deſigneds 
ly, to abuſe future Ages. And herein my 
reſent Author- has had,as well the good For? 
tune, as the Abiliry and good Will, to do 
the World Juſtice; his quality of the Prench 
King's Library- keeper advantaging him”as 
bove any other, to ſhrift into Modern Anti- 
quity.- And this he has atchicv'd with that 
Perfe&ion, that there'is not a Ferſon he in- 
,” troduces; but he appears to be acquaintec 
with his every Inclination,” and Averſion, 
and Failure, and weak” fide. * He ſhews i 
whence proceed the Cofnflaifances, the' In: 
ſinuations, and all the curious meaſures that: 
make an Artof winning Hearts, or, at teaft; 
of.currying Good Will. In fine, my . Au- 
thor, in this His'Performance, has the Gra: 
vity of Livy, the Politenefs of Saluft, the 
Policy of Zac#tzs ; and had ir been the Pro- 
vince of an Anecdoto-grapher. could, dotibt- 
leſs, have fhewn as large : a knowledge } in 
Tafticks as Polybins. * EE 
:>!But, my Lord,' to be mire particular, and ] 
inſtance the Union M. Varilld; has made'of 
_ Talents of Tacitus and” Saluft, arts: 
iS 
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The. Dedication. | 

i his 'Airbre, and thereby his Advantages 6= 
ver thoſe two; Authors, Tacitus, has been, \ob- 
AMfcrv'd to; convert every thing (igto Policy, 
thathe.ſuffers Nature and Fortung to have lit- 
tle. ſhare in Occurrences, and often gives fat 4 
Ffetcht Cauſes: for ACtions alrogether -Plain, - 
ny on, and Natural, Thus 'aut-going 

; Airs by roo much Depth and Sagacity';z 
dofllthat; his Pieces are too finiſht; through 
Mover-much Arr, and too little. Nature ;;' an& 
Flometimes too curious and too finical Spech& 
lations interpoſe fine glittering Ideas, in the 
room of true Objedts, without con(ideri 
in-fthat Nature is never. ſo curb;d,. and- angles 
tedflthe Hatches, but that it ſtill as much Inflts 
on. Fences our Actions, as we can, regulate urs 
i Movements. For Irreſolution and» Paſſton 
In.prevail equally in the Great, as in the Vul- 
hatYgar. And often a little -Cabinet-pique, ' or 
aft, 8<d-Chamber Quarrel, occations a rums 
\u-fbling World, and isthe fourge of the greateſt 
ra-f Tranſactions. Something- of the Partieg 
the Temper does” evermore tinge the moſt con- 
ro-Jcerted Deſigns. - And this my; Author has 
Jt-B accurately obſerv'd, in his Relation of the 
in Impriſonment and Exile of Coſmo de Melin 


(cz, Sir-named the Old, occafion'd through 
nd Envy at his Great Power and Riches; 2c» 
of quird.by .his Univerſal Traffick from- Perſia 
tl Into. Andaluſia, there being nothing finer 
wh i: 


than 
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_ particularize; And thus, with Providenti- 


The Dedication. b 

than his Account of all the Tricks, Fineſſes,! 

, andCabals,that blew up and diſappointedrheir | 
| Project, and baniſh'd and recalled Coſmo.” 
His Pourtraict of Leo the 1oth far excells' 

Tacitus his Tiberius, who, beyond Nature, 

1s made to pofſeſs an Univerſal Artifice. 
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- Whereas Yari/las his Pope, tho' he has Com- 


plaiſances to his own l[ntereſts, and to thoſe | 
ot his Family, as daſh his Pifture with ſuch 
ſtroaks, as do notover-much Honour to his 
Memory ; yet is there' nothing but what 
ſuits with the State of Mortals ; nay, and he 
has done him Juſtice, too, with reſpect to his 
Wit and Knowledge, and Politeneſs, and 
Liberality, and Gracefulneſs in ſaying Malls, 
and his Inclination for the Yirtuof, which he 
inherited from his Father. . | 

Thus, your Lordſhip will obſerve, that 
my Author, like Salu/, diſplays and 
trumps up Nature as well as Palicy, for 
a grand ſource of all Sublunary Movements 
8nd Revolutions, * He is fo civil to Fortune 
too, as'to admit her an Aſcendant over Hu- 
mane Life, and; in many Caſes, bringing 
things about beyond Probability, whichis 
a Courtefie of 'avix/om, not allow'd of by 
Publick Hiſtory. And of Fortune's Caprices 
he gives us many Inſtances throughout his 
whole Book, which it's unneceſſary here to 


al 


; ob OR TY 9 The De ic 40m. , * | , 
f al: Workings, does he Enamel a true Map 


” Fl - of Nature, ſhaddowing it with the Blemiſhes 
Y and Frailties, hable to the moſt Divine, Phi- 
i loſophical Humanity. 


But after all, your Lordſhip will perceive, 
his main care is to paint and ſhew the Ge- 
. | Niuſles of the Perſonages he - Introd 
” | knowing Aﬀairs will naturally follow. 


tn Thus having givn us the CharaQters of 
5 ' the Riarii, and of other. the Authors of 
t'Y the Pazz?s Conſpiracy, wherein he is war- 
5 ranted by Onephrius Panvinius, an Auguſtine 


4 | Frar, entirely devoted to the Intereſts of the 
| Court of Rome; I fay, conſidering their 


> | Characters, we neither ſtartle,. nor do we 
'© | wonder at that horrible Deſign. HisPourtrai& 
+ || of Lorenzo de Medici, in my mind, far ſurpaſſes 


vL that of Xexophon's Cyrus, and we cannot but e- 
"| vermorec Commemorate that Great Man with 


"©. } the utmoſt Veneration, for being the princi- 
ar pal Reſtorer of Sciences in the Weſt, and 


cauſing the Polite Arts to flouriſh again, 
| by his Careſſes and Liberalities to the 
'S Muſes. Gs : 


by But theſe *arintorn may, perchance,by ſome 


— Gentlemen, be tax'd with containing RefleQi- 
ws ons,” injurious to a Soveraign Houſe ; but 


| With your Lordſhips Permiſſion, 1 ons 
ep | ain 
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Mk. | Th Dedfcathgh. | 
' fain know of theſe Gentlemen, 'what [ 
Stem, however. Holy, what Dignities and 
| Offices , however Avgulſt -and ” Sacred, 
but have been tarnith'd by unworthy 
Members. Our Saviour himſelf, tho? he 
eull'd his. Twelve, yet had nie a Fadas. 
How often did the Race of David degene> 
rate? How often was the High Doug 
Office, among the Jews, blemiſh'd by u 
worthy- Officiates 2 The Richeſt of Hy- 
mane Blood Ebbs and Flows, Stagnates and 
Corrupts; and fince the whole Race of 
Mankind is ſubje& to theſe Infirmities, hd 
wander that the Houſe of Medic: has, in- 
ſome of its Off-ſpring, participated of the 
Frailties incident to the ſtate'of Man. 


And this, I ſuppoſe, is ſufficient to: urge. 
in behalf of my Author and his Bok. - 
And Iwilt only now crave leave of your 
Lordſhip, to drop a Word in excuſe of 
my; (elf, his Interpreter. Some will, per- 
haps, carp at me, for calling my Tra- 
_ Quction a Secret Hiſtory, whereas the O- 
riginal had*already made the matter Pab- 
lick; but againſt this, and other Cavils 
and ' ObjeRions, that might 'be rais'd on | 
the fame account, 1 ſhall not ſtand to 
make a Defence, having, for what T have 
Gone, the Authority of all Procopics* his 

Tranſla- 
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| I have nothing farther to add, but. to 
| beg your Lordſhips Pardon,tor aſpiring to the 
1. | Honour of your ProteCtion to this foreign 
+. | ProduQion. And+as I do not deſign this tor 
id | a Panegyrick, but as an Humble Addreſs 
oF | for your Lordſhips Patronage, I will not 
5 | pretend to refine upon the Publick, that 
54 is perpetually Celebrating your - Lordſhip 
\« || for a perfe& Model of Honour and Vir- 
tue. But though'a Relation of their Praiſes 

' F might feem an Attack upon Modeſty, yet 

'« | that of their ' Bleſſings muſt needs be fa- 
| tisfaftory, Yes; my Lord, all Loyal Hearts 
ir | bleſs you, for having ſo: very conſpicuouſly, 
3f | 2nd advantageouſly diſtinguiſh'd your ſelf in 
«. | the Defence of the Sacred Blood of Erg- 
i. | /and, and the true Intereſts of the King- 
)- dom. Yet, as if Fame thought us not 
,. | ſufficient for your Eulogies, ſhe has 
1; | occaſion'd your being Courted to ac- 
n | cept of” the Beſt and moſt Honourable 
. | Poſts and Employments beyond the 
'« | Yeas, But though other Nations, as well 
is | a _ 
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"ſir your 


with a more þ N, 
| than my ſelf, 

XY My Lord, "34G Þ | 
i; ' Tour Lordſhips moſt Fumble, | 

Moſt Devoted, and | 
TIN Moſt Obedient Servant, 1 
\ , ] 
| | | 


OC F. Spence. 


The AUTHORs * 
|[PREFACE. 


F Procopius,the only Author from 
whom wc have *avicaom CEmalningy 
to us. had lefr behind hin the 
Rules of that kind of Wriung, I 
ſhould nor lye under the Obligation 
of Penning a Pretace, being the Au- 
” | thority of chat excellent Hiſtorian, 
| whom the French King's Preſs has 
'Þ lately preſented ſo Correct to the 
1 World, would be ſufficient to ſcreen 
| me from all forts of Reproaches, ſup- 
poſing I had obſerv'd them with ex- 
actneſs. | 
E } BurastheArc of writing ſecrecHiſto- 
ry 15{till unknown, almoſt 1n us whole = 
A Extent, 
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| The Author's Preface. : 


Extent, and no Philoſopher, hithers 


to, has taken the pains to draw up 


the Method of it, nor Critick dard - 
to ſhew 1ts. Defects, I think my ſelf - 


reduc'd, like thoſe who ingage in 


new Paths, viz. that I take all the 


Precautions neceſſary, to prevent be-| 


ng damn'd at the entrance of -my 
Work; and therefore mean to im- 
poſe Laws on my felt, according to 


which, I pretend to be try'd by anf 


equitable Reader, on Condition 
I neither borrow them from my Rea- 
fon nor Caprice, but only from the 


Examples of Procopius, whom I will 


ever haye in ken, ſeeing I cannot 
fnd any other Guide. | 
Thus it 1s, with his Approbation, 


—_— 5:93  v 


that Ilay down for a Foundation offp 


this Diſcourſe, that it is nor ſo calie a 


Ty 


matter tO Write 'wizam, as People mayh 


imagine,» becauſe, on one {ide, 


an 


Man cannor difpence himfelt tron a! 


"The Author's Preface 
{any of the Rules that Ariſtotle, Cicero, 
5 | Plutareh! and other the "Maſters of 
i [thi Art have: fo judiciouſly preſerib'd 
f-tor Pablick-Hiftory ; arid on th' o- 
1 | ther; there arErnany others, which I 
e|-ſhall relare in the Serits'of thisPreface, 
- [which heis nolelſs indifpentably bound 
y | to obſerve;from whence Ttraw twoln- 
+ | ferences; holding of the Paradox. The 
o/firſt is what Liberey foever, notto fay 
n Libertinage,that $ attributed LO” aviudbre, 
nÞthere 15 no'kind of Writing more 
a- conſtrain'd, nor more reſerv'd, {ſince 
nef it -has nor a {quarter of the Extent 
1M} which the moſt ſcrupulous Hiſtori- 
otf ans propoſe to themſelves. The fe- 
cond 1 1s, That there'sno kind of Sla- 
nf very grearer, for an Anecdoto-gra- 
of pher, chan'to be ty'd to tell the truth 
e af inallits Circumſtances, ey'n when he 
1ay handles theniceſt matters. 
_ 4 Texplainmymeaning by ſoknown 
on and memorable an Example, that it 
al a 2 cannot 


The Author s Preface. 
cannot be queſtion'd;.. Cettain-/jits 
: that Procopizs has perform'd the Du: 
-ty ofaperfect Hiſtorian, - when that 
{ecking into the Cauſe that made-the 
; Emperour,  Juſtiniaz, . recall: Beliſa 
ris out of, Africa; from. whence he 
{had :drove . the Vandales, in thre 
_Menthis. ſpace, tho' the preſence of 
_ that Great. Captain was abſoluteh 
-neceſfary to ſettle his new Conque 
He writes, that this Service was. ol 
ſuch Conlideration, that Tuſtinian 
. not finding himſelf capable of re 

warding it, was afraid leſt Beliſari 
z5, having his Arms in hand, migh 
do himſelt Juſtice. 

- Procopius ſtopp'd there, - as think 
ng he had ſatisty'd the Laws of Hi P 
ſtory; and certainly there woul, 
| have been injuſtice in: demanding of 
' him then any thing further. .B 
when he bechoughr himſclf, loog affh 
ter, to labour upon thoſe 'ariuiom, Hits 

tancy q 


bein honed few Gd wit, buns Sf amd. ant a 


ra 
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| The Aathor's Preface. 
fancy d there was no- mote. Diſguiſe 
uy cobe us'd upon fo fanraftical a mat- 
Jl cer, that its moſt concealed Minutes. 
ought to be [11d open, and that his 
A Readers Curiofiry wou'dnot be fully 
4 fatisfy'd, without ar leaſt revealing 
J to him thatCourt Myſtery,which tho' 
he had caus'd to paſs in the ſecond 
JF Book of the War of the Vandales, 
| for an effcct of a Soveraign's Ingrati- 
Ofcude and Jecalouſic towards one of 
his Subjects, whom Fortune lifted roo 
Ii high, was, properly ſpeaking, only an 
Ti Intrigue of Love of Antonina, Beli- 'Y 
208 farius his Wife,ſhe beingCock-a-hoop 
. $to return to Conſtantinople,there tO ſee 2 
nk agan the infamous Object of her 
HyPaſſion, 
wa Procopius took the ſame Courſe in 
3 his Books of the Gothich War, when 
BUJ he had ſpoken of the ſame Beliſarius 
this ſecond or third Diſgrace; for af- 
Nter having, with allche vigour of his 
os If ” ſtike, 
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ſtile, exagerated the- Prejudice Fu-!ff 
ftinian did his own Concerns, by: h 
degrading that brave General, inthe 
very inſtant he came from takmngP 
Rome, and delivering Italy trom the 
Lording of the Goths, by win-Ff 
ning of a Batte]l, wherein che King t 
and-all the Royal Family remained 
Priſoners; he was contented withPP. 
writing, that - Belifarius his Enemies|4 
were ſufficiently powerful, ar the Im-|C 
perial Court, to procure his Re-V 
peal. 

But he ſpcaks much more homeP" 
IN his "Aritdore, wherein he main= C 
tains, that. the true and princi- 
pal Cauſe of his Degradation, eameſ® 
from the Empreſs [heodora, Juſtini-(* 
an's Wite, who being deſirous roff 
make Beliſarius purchaſe the Cont:- od 
nuation of his Employment, caus'dÞ* 
him to return to Conſtantinople, whereſ* 
ſhe propos'd to him the obraining his] 

. re-cltab|iſh-J/ 


,- {re-eſtabliſhment; on condition that 
y-[his Daughter, who was tobe the on- 
ily Heireſs of the immenſe Riches he 
+ Ipoſſes'd, ſhou'd Marry the Empreſs's 
ic Nephew, having nor Eſtate nor Vair- 
\-Itue, nor Birth, Beliſarizs Sacrificd 
Fo lis Daughter to his Ambition, and 
.drecoverd the Generalſhip art that 
price ; But he keptic but two years: 
ectAndinthisplace do I make a third 
1-4Obſeryation upon the Condutt of 
e-[rocoprus. 

'| For tho' he owns Beliſarizs to have 
1cf{urpals'd himſelt by recovering the 
1-{Gity of Rome, and the reſt of Italy, 
.i.Iwhich the Barbarians had ſeizd on 
1efduring his abſence, tho! he declaims 
1i.Þgainſt the harſhneſs of 7uſtinian 
rofand Theodora's Infidelity, who recalled 
c3Þum unſeaſonably tor the third time, 
2glyet was not he wanting however, 
re[Yhen he examines the occaſion of it, 
hisffOwards the end of his ſecond] Book, 
h-J a 4 £O 
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to have recourſe to the ſame Calum d: 
ny, he had made uſe of, to explainf n 
the foregoing Diſgrace. And *r1j| tt 
only in his 'avxerms, that repreſenting} A 
Belifarius once again upon the Precyf V 
pice, he draws the Curtain, and 
downrightavers, that what abſolute 
ly puſht him init, was, that the Em: 
preſs had got a Fancy to have hi, 
Wife return to Conſtantinople, to have 
a Confident, nay, and a Companion 
in her Diſorders. The reaſon of (o 
different aConduct, in one and th c 

i 


tl 


ſame Author, proceeds, it I be not 
miſtaken, from thar the Hiſtorian 
conſiders almoſt ever Menin Publickl : 
whereas the Anecdoto-grapher onlyfl « 
examines 'em 1n private. Th' onefl : 
thinks he has perform'd his duty : 
when he draws them ſuch as they 
were inthe Army, or in the tumult ' 
of Cities, and th' other endeavours] 
by all means to get open ther Cloſet] | 
door ; 
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n4 door ; th one fees them in Ceremo- 


L nv, and th 'other 1n Converſation 
| ch' one fixes principally upon their 


Actions, and th' other. wou'd be a 
Witneſs of their inward Life, and 
aſſt -ar the moſt private hours of 
their leiſtre : Ina word, the one has 
barely Command and Authoriry for 
Oz %4 and the other makes his 


Mun of what occurs in Secret and 


12 Solitude. 

Not but that the Writer of * Avex Sore 
draws a Picture of Perſons, . as exact, 
and as fuchful, at the leaſt, as can be 
done by the Hiſtorian ; but he does it 
after his own Mode. He reprefents 
only as much of the Man's Out- fide, 
as1s neceſſary to know his Inſide; and 
as the good and bad diſpoſitions of 
the Mind, are only to bediſclos'd in 
rhe Manners, * tis alio for the Man- 
ners that he referyes his livekeſt 
Colours, and fineſt Materials. . 

yo 
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So ſcrupulous 1s he 1n this point, fig; 
that he minds not provoking the 
Anger, or incurring the Indignationf 
of the Perfons Concern'd. Bur heh, 
is commonly ſo unhappy, that what 
ought to paſs for a Vircue, is impu- 
ted to him asa Crime. He ſuppoſes 
for one of his Principles, that fine Se- 
cret which Plutarch farlt diſcover'd in 
Moral Philoſophy , namely, That 
there 1s no ſtate in Life, whercin a 
Man 1s more careleſs to conceal what 
paſſes in the bottom of his Hearr, 
than when the paſſhon that Lords him 
sarriv'd to excels. | 

| However, when he follows the di- 
vers Agitations occaſion'd, for ex- 
ample, by the fury of Love, and the 
deſpair of Jealouſie, he 1s forthwith 
aſpers'd as a Detractor; and that he 
only writes a Satyr, wherein his Con- 
dition 1s much more unhappy, than 


that of the Painter, who is fully ju- 
(tify'd, 


num ee hag. ©. og O79 
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tify;d, if he can ſhew that his Pour-: 
traict alrogether reſembles th" Origi-: 
nal, whereas the Writer of 'wi»72 has 
cſhever more reaſon to fear being ll 
atſreated, than when what he relates 
U-Bof Viciouſnels 1s molt true. 4 
58 TIinfiſt upon this point, 1t being, 
e-Fpcrchance, that which has diverted 
N fHiftorians, before and ſince  Procopi- 
at fys, from this kind of Writing, and 
aſwhich, by Conſequence, mult needs 
wt Fer mea trembling. I undertake ro. 
T Fdraw the Picture of Pope Clement the 
n [7zþ,andit I deſign ro do it to the Life, 
 Hmuſt detect his Ruling Pafſlton, and 
- Jexamine to 1ts leaſt Symptoms. Not a 
- I Man,that I know of, has yer faid what 
C ficwas; and I am the firſt that main- 
N [rains it to have conſiſted in a blind 
C and whimſical deſire, with which he 
- | was ever poſleſs'd, of. raviſhing his 
1 | fellow Citizens of thar Freedom, to 
- | raiſe to the Soyeraignty of Florence, 
we 


The Author's Preface. 
two Baſtards of his Honſe, thousgl 
it did not then want ſeveral Legit 
mate Children, whoſe Heroick a 
ons might have merited the Choice 
and whom all Mankind judg'd, be 
yond Compariſon, more capable 0 
filing that place. 

I do not fear being Cavilld upon 
this Propoſition, as being ſure there 
cannot any material Circumſtancef| ? 
| be found in the Life of that Pope © 
but what alludes to this Afſertion: | 

| 
{ 


Nay, I fan:y, thatif I proceeded nofj 
turcher, I ſhould be fo happy -as toſ 
ſcape the on-ſet of Criticks. Bur have 
[nor reaſon tolye under diſmal Ap-J 
Yrehenſions,when the neceſſity of my} 
ubject ſhall oblige me to grove on, 
ind put Truth in all its Light? When 
he fad Deſtiny of "Arerorg, that Can- 
ot indure any thing myſterious, 
20u'd be left to Poſterity without 
xplaining it, or any thing ſecret 
without 
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without revegMng it, ſhall ingage me 
-{ inſenſibly to take off the Paint, 4with 
which Hiſtorians fucuſsd moſt of - 
Clement's Actions, to ſhew . how ma- 
ny weakneſles and faults againſt true 
Policy, budded from thus firlt 1rre- 
oularity, and to explain the minutes 
i of thoſe failings, which paſt, ar 
kngth, cv'n co the preference of the 
youngeſt of thoſe two Baſtards,to the 
| eldeſt, tho' the youngeſt had not a- 
| ny of the qualicics 'neceſlary for 
| Command and Governmear, and 
that the Eldelt poſleſs'd them all, by 
| the conſent of choſe who knew him, 
| and ev'n tothe expoſition of Catha- 
ay ine, only Daughter, and ſole Her 

rels of his Houſe, in a Curb, 
Head-ſtrong, and Rebellous Town, 
whoſe Inhabitants he had reduc'd co 
deſpair, by a Siege of eighteen 
4 Months. - 

Moreover the Writer of 'windvr« 
bi | makes 
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© fnakes 2 iſorupule .of "charging hin 
'fe]f with pompous matters, and as liffy; 
:principally aimsat knowing what; 
peculiar in the Inclinations, he ftopfit 
ſometimes, to glean up ſuch matſ; 
ers as were'negleFEted and flung aJC 
:fideby the Hiſtorian. An ,unforgd, 
Acen Anſwer ſerves him to penetrat 7 
into the bottom of Peoples Intentif}u 
ons. If he had been at Fhorence wit] 
Aleſſandro de Medici, one: bare wort 
of that Duke, wou'd have fuftic'q1 
-him to imake his Pourtraict. - Hj 
wou'd have-ſuppos'd thatthe impeneJ. 
trability of this Secret, his being” hg / 
own fole Confident, was 1t felt ig} 
true Character, as ſoon as he- hadl« 
heard him fay, .that he was himfell 

the Keeper of his own Deſigns ; bulſ 
a Keeper ſo Jealous, that he did no. 
allow 'em to {tir one moment our off | 
his heart, to take the Air upon the. 
brink of his Lips. | 


4: 
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ny I ingenuouſly own, that the Hiſto- 
Sian does not do the like, and wil- 
tYlingly do I leave him in poſſeſſion of 
offichat fine Maxime of Adrianus Maxr- 
Ut ce/lines, Diſcurrere per Negotiorum 
 ACelfitudines non humilium minutias in- 
Yrefdagare Cauſarum. I take it kindly of 
af Lycian, for having rally d thoſe who 
at wou'd go another way to. Work, and 
1001 blame Guichiardini tor having ſo of- 
Yr ten violated this Rule ; but I pretend 
cAlikewiſe to beleft in rhy turn, to en- 
Hg joy, peaceably, the Priviledge of 
neJ-wiwtore, and to relate with a ſerious 
HI Air, the ſmalleſt trifles, when they 
hif have been th' Origine or occaſion of 
nd the greateſt Matters. 1 
ſel Perhaps I ſhall have the Validity of 
Duff theſe Priviledges deny'd me,upon that 
"off Procopius, who has advantag'd hime- 
off ſ1t of 'em ſo often, has no where ta- 
the ken the pains to eſtabliſh them. Bur | 
LIanſwer, in the firſt place, that tho' 
| | it 
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it were fo, I ſhou'd ſtill have left 
Poſſeſſion of above rwelve hundre 
years, which, in good Law, equal 
at leaſt anew Title. And 1n the { 
cond, I maintain, that Procopizes h 
{ilence cannot turn to my diſadvan 
tage, ſince 1t 1s contradicted by th 
contrary uſe of the ſame Author, td 
lowing the Maxime of Pluloſopherſ, 
who give force to the Negative At 
gumecnt only, when chere is nothin 
oppoſite: in the ſame Place, fron}; 
whence 1t 1s drawn. .\ And I obſery; 
11n the third, that a Man cannot'b 
well grounded, to drawan Inferend 
-of thar Nature, from Procopias hi 
Books of 'wiwere, becauſe this Wor 
has not been preſery'd abſolutely en 
tre, as 1s cafie to judge, by the Palſ 
ages cited 1n Swidas and Feagriug,, 
that are not now a days found in an) 
of our Editions, or Manuſcript 
Which wou'd give me always occall 

Q | 
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on to pretend that. Procopizs right 
I have ſpoken 1n the Fragments which 
ye want, of what People will needs 
have him co: have- forgotten and o- 
mItred: : v1 | (76 
any Bur, after all, tho' I ſhou'd be de- 
privd of Procopizs tis' Authority, 1 
hou'd {till have arcafon Jett, which 
ought, 40 my Opinion, to paſs for 
Fundamental, in the marter now 1n 
hand ; namely, That notwithſtand- 
ng the Writer of 4-472 15 no: leſs 
yoblig'd, than te Hiſtorian, to tell. 
Jthe Trurh, yer he is not oblig'd to. 
Jrell it in the ſame manner; for che 
Fliltorianas not properly bound to 
tell it, bue when the Tranſactions he - 
relates are fo true, as that they arc 
probable; and Gruichiardin will be 
ever blamed for having re- - 


or 
en 
22 
. 


"Jarcd * che Caſe* of ' ewo ,*,",7 5 


PUtRival Brothers, th' one of 1» 


{ 


a 
O 


TYhom having known that : 
_ | b t 5 


<.. he ſpcaks, were ſufficiently Eminent 
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th other was better beloy'd, becauſe 0 
he had finer Eyes, tore them out f 
from him; and fent them in a Box taſC 
his Miſtreſs. There ſhou'd he have f 
ſtopr, and not have added, that theſe} p 
ſame Eyes were remitted in their place] t 
by ſo delicate a hand, that they re/ÞP 
cover d th uſe of ſight. =_ i 
 Yetam Inor of their Opinion, whoſſi 
think this ſingle Inſtance ſufficient toſ]., 
make Guichiardin's Proceſs,and Con-|/ 
vict him not only of Falſchood, but 
| likewiſe of manifeſt Error againſt 
common Senſe. Iam willing to ſup- 
poſe, wrth the Adorers of this Hiſto: 
rian, that the rwo Perfons, of whom 


I; 
in Jraly, tobe known, and that the Y 
Place OG the Blindneſs and of the 

Cure, which they are minded to I; 
maintain, was not fo remote from} 
Florence, but that a Man might be 1n-P} 
form'd of i 1t1n aſhort time, and withh; 
out 


<p 
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our difficulkys What I now find 
faulc with 1s, that ſo Tragical and 
q Capricious: an Eyenr, rho ic may be 
el true; was not probable, at leaſt ins 
ſe} acmoſt -parricularicy ,” which ought 
& | tobe omced,or related with the due 
&[Precaucions, for the perſuading the 
Reader, that there was no del1gn-to 
10 poke onhis Credulity, 
to, On the contrary, & Writer: of 
nf] i%497s has, for Object, Truth in all 
utÞirs-Extent ; he- conſiders it equally, 
ſt cither char. it be probable, or nor 
probable; and che ſame Procopius 
who had caken ſach pains . 
$*o be believ'd, whenhere- 7 the Iz 
Tlaces, * in his Hiſtory, that thick wer. 
of one ſingle: Iſaurian Cava- 
licr had put co rout a whole Army of 
to =: Goths, the ſelf fame Procopius ſays, 
ml zſe neither Precaution nor. Preanky 
n- m in my *Ariutore when the thing in 


bfhand is to deſcribe the flrange Po- 
ut Mo} 2 flares 


* The: Author's::Preface. 
ftures of the Emperour Juſtin: in th 
Night time. ' Hig 
- Afcer his Example. ſhall I cake the 
freedom to examine all the Symp- 
toms of the Great :Coſmo de Medic 
his ſickneſs, : and 1ndeayour. to 1ift 
by what accidents of Fatigue or 
DPebauchery, that Princes Body lof 
the three Functions of the Mind, on 
afcer th' other, during the three laſ 
years of Iis Life, and was deprived 
by a fucceſhve alteration of his Or 
gans, - firſt of Reaſon, then of Mc 
tion and of Sentiment, and ar laſt. d 
Lite. L "or 
But if the Writer of "Arexore has 
on this fide, more Libercy than thi 
Hiſtorian, he has 1t not on anothe 
: winch wou'd be much-more materi; 
to him: for he cannot propoſe. ti 
&imfclt or Intereſt or Glory, for thi 
end of his.encerprize, and the Fiel, 
he cultiyates is to him ſo uſeleſs, chaſ © 


| 
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[it produceshum only.Thotns and Bri-. 
Jars: He runs a; riſque|of' loſing all, 
"inſtead of profiting ; and the ſame 


Conaftagio, who had been promis'd 


1:4 tenthouſand Crowns, beſides an-am- 


| ple Penſion for Life, for writing the 


Hiſtory of the re-umion., of Portuped 


if to the Crown of Caſtile, was threat-- 
"| ned with Baſtinadaes, as ſoon as. it 


came to be' known , that he elfe- 
where than ar the Spani/h Ambaſla- 
dours Houſe at Genoza, ſought after 
Memoirs for writing the late Revoly- 


I tions of the Low-Connerics. 


\ He wou'dnot ſo much as dare to 
hope to raiſe his Name from Obliy;; 


4 on, by cauſing others tarevive: and 


in the Maſt Chriſtian King's Library, 
have I read ſeveral Manuſcripts, 


which Infallibly will be never Prin- 
{ ted, becauſe they draw.cthe Picture 2 
10 little coo muchto- the Lite,” of ſome 
| Uluſtrious Perſons, in whom Hiftg- 
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ry has not hithtrto-formd'-any De- 
fects, or at leaſt was not: willing: to 
meany, *--: -: vantoiq % [0 
 He'can neither make his Wit nor 
. Iis Eloquence glitternor ſparkle, by 
reaſon thoſe forts of Truths that fall 
within his Sphere, ought neceſlarily 
to appear ſtark naked, and 1 do not 

_ think there hardly can be found in 
Antiquity, a more careleſs ſtile, 1 
chat kind of Writing, than1s that of 


« 
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 Infine, he obliges neither the Age, 
whoſe Errors he recounts, nor that 
wherein he lives. : Thoſe who ought 
to gain moſt. by his Inftractions, are 
thoſe who are moſt provok'd 1n rea- 
ding them; and if the:ſtate of Venice 
had not offer'd an Azylum to the un- 
fortunate Boccolini, - there wou'dſ 
not have been any ſafety. for him £ 
in the Old or New World, ſo dreads|C 
ful was then the 'Pow'r of thoſe}! 
| -..__.. whoſef 


} 


——_ 


y 
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e: | whoſe wget aq ad 
of incurrd * IS: ; 1, ie Poe 
? Touch-ſtone. l OY 

or Tlaunch out much farther, and 
»w| afſert, that there 1s hardly any' Para- 
il dox in the Stoick Philoſophy, but 
ly what, by a contrary ſenſe, 1s verified 
otf inthe Deſtiny of a Writer of 'winvvre; 
ind he ſearches after Truth with an inde- 
in fatigable Care, but cver purſues he ic 
off unprofitably, he thinks to attain to 
| Felicicy,by actaining to Truth, and yer 
ef bears off and diſtances himſelf from 
his own Happineſs gradually, as he 
hel approaches Truth; he Combarts for 
reÞ 1t with a world of Pains and Trouble, 
2-1 and yet he never Triumphs atter ha- 
ell ving Vanquiſht. In ſhort, he 1s the 
n{ Slave of Truth, as Fpiftetus was of 
240 Virtue, hemuſt cherith it for itsown 
ml fake, and neyer complain of the Mif- 
4.1 ctuefs it makes him ſuffer, ' provided 
e | hg.is Sooga'd and Cocker'd with the 
{| hopes of poſſeſſing it ba Ex- 


_ the Rules of Art; and yer thoſe Pour 


' ct. 


m__ 
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Excellent Pamters are-there, whofſ - 
make Pourtraicts according to all 


rraicts are noraltogether reſembling] 
they add ever ſomething to the Face; 


_ they repreſent; and tho' they de 


not omit any of the Features or Li 
ncaments, they ſo raife and: fer of 
the Air and Colouring, that they ar 
tound much handiomer on the 
Cloth, than they are in th' Original 
F do not think there ever to have 
been any Hiſtorian, that has entire 
ly avoided tis Defect : and this hin 
ders me from calling 1t a Fault. And 
I cou'd quote an infinite number ol 
Ancient and Modern Examples ; but 
Fle reduce my felf ro that of La 
che 10th, as ſharing. nn my 'Sub- 


Three Celebrated Hiſtorians arc 
there, who have employ'd all the 
Strength and Delicacy*ot view Stile, 


M 


toexpreſs that Popes Genius - to the. 
Life ; namely, Paulus Fovins, Guithi= 
ardin, and Padre Paolo Sarpi, of the 
Order of the Servi. Yet they go 
{o different away: to work, that the 
three principal Heroes of Jraly are 
not more different among themſelves 
in Manners and Conduct, than Leo 
the 10tþ1s from himſelf, inthe Wri 
tings of thoſe three Authors. 
Paulus Fovius makes him { 
paſs for a Man Arrogant ' ,jn* Poknnd 
and Statcly, and eyer in- £2 Leo 
deayouring to carry | 


things with a high hand. To him 
does he impute the fame Warlike hu- 
mour that poſlcfs'd Gizlio the 2d, his 
Predeceſlour. He made him con- 
ceive, ev*n before his Exaltation; 4 
diſdainful Contempt of all the reſt of 
the Sacred Colledge; founded upon 
an imaginary precedence ' of i the 
Houſe of Medici o're: other the \Fay 

ET mulies 
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miles of Italy; he cauſes that Con: 
tempt to intervene in all the ſignal 


Actions, and ev'n in themoſt auguſt 


Ceremonies; he takes him for the 
Source and Foundation of the obſti- 
| nate War againſt the Duke of Urbin, 
and of other the Quarrels that aroſe 
in the Pontificate; in a word, he will 


needs have that Vanity ; but a haugh- | 


ty ſhocking Vanity was his predomi- 
nant Inclination. - 


If you are concern'd to know how 


Paulus Jovius has penetrated fo far 
Into Leo's Boſom, to pronounce of 
him ſo deciſive, a Judgment, he him- 
{elf obviates your queſtion, by de- 
claring that he was that Pope's Crea- 
ture, that this Holinefs'caus'd him to 
lay afide the Profellion of Phylick, 
and the pretenſion of a Chair at 
Padoua, to ingage hinfelf in an Ec» 
clefiaſtical ſtare, made him Biſhop 
of Coſmo, choſe him to be tis Confi- 


dent, | 
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n-| dent, and. to affiſt' at the Councils, 
al wherein the moſt important, and. 
1th moſt ſecret Reſolutions were taken, 
ne f engag'd him to wrice the Hiſtory, of 
+ | his time, interpos'd in his behalf in 
nf Franceand in Spain, that he might 
ſc] have Communicated to him th' Au- ' 
II thentick Pieces, he might think need- 
i- | ful for-the Perfection of his Work: 
-Þ and laid himſclf wholly open to him, 

| in frequent and familiar Converſat- 
7 on. Woud nota Man ſay, to hear 
r | himcalk in this manner, that he has 
f | madethe true Pourtraict of Leo the 
- | Tenth. OT FEST IRS 
- | Nevertheleſs, Gaichi> ,,,,... 4; 
- | ardin, who wrote upon 4" &f bis #ije 
> | the ſame ſubject, ar the ,.* : 
» | fame time, has made. one directly 
© | contrary. He gives usthis Pope tor 
* | a finiſhe Model of Modern Policy, 
| | and for the greateſt Cabiner-Man of 
| his Age; heplaccs him above King 

EE Es ' Ferdinand 
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Ferdinand the Catholick, ' and makes 
him Trumph, in his Youth, over 
that old Uſurpers Stratagems: To 
him it 18 he attributes the ſecret of 
making the Council-of Spain, willy- 
nilly, back and further all his De- 
ſigns. 

After having laid down theſe won- 
derful Principles, no glittering Vir-' 
tues are there, but what ſet oft Leo 
the 10th's Picture, He frames from 
ten years old, when firſt made Car- 
dinal, thoſe vaſt Projects he ſince ex- 
ecuted, when exalted to St. Peter's 
Chair. He negotiates with the States 
of Venice, for the ſaving and re- 
rieving the Wrecks of his Houle, 
that had run a ground on the For- 
tune of Charles the 8th. He docs not 
alter his Reſolution, by having ſeen 
his Brother periſh at the Paſſage of a 
River. He has no other thoughts 
than for the advancement of th' only 

rr. Son 


The Author's Prefaces 
Son that Brother left in the Cradle* 
and thereupon he returns to Rome, 
where his Intrigues give him acceſs to. 
; Pope Gruliothe Second's Favour, and 
procure him to be Elected Legatein 
the Army defignd to drive. the 
French our of Italy ; he 1s taken Priſo- 
ner at the Battel of Ravenna, but he 
makes his eſcape 1n a Conjuncture 


0 | fatal for himſelf, ſince that Gizlio 
1] was newly expired : He enters the 
"| Conclaye, wherche ſo improves the 
-.| young Cardinals Caprice, they ha- 
Sf ving whirl'd their Heads with a Des 
O 


fign of making a Pope of their own 
Age, thathe works their Suffrages to 
> | turnin favour of himfelt. He: joins 
with the Spantards, and husbands 


© cheir Friendſhip, as long as it is of 
ny ufeto him, for the re-inſtating his 
1] Houſein the principal Functions' of 
5] the Magiſtracy of Florence ; but as 
Y | foonas fortune curns her back. upon 
n | h 


Cin 
3 
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'©m, and that he finds their Coun- 


cil-not of a humour to ſuffer that he 


_ufurpthe Durchy of Urbin, there- 


with to inveſt his Nephew ; he treats 


with the French on that Condition, 


_ draws up the famous Concordate, 


wherein . he Fools and Bafles the 


Wiles and long Experience of Chan- 


cellour dPrat ; he CareflesFrancis the 
Fieſt,as long as that King 1s 1n a Cons, 
dition to do him good ; but he hasno 
ſooner rookt and wheadled him out 
of all he aim'd at, but that he grves 
him the ſlip, to reconcile himſelf with 


Charles the Fifth. He projects with 
this Emperour, for the re-eſtabliſhing 


the Sforza's in the Dutchy of Milan. 


He ſucceeds ſooner than he expected, 
and receives ſach tydings that fo 
rranſported himwith joy, as occaſt- 

_ on'd tis Death, 
Now this 1s Guichiardins Leo 
the 10th, a Piece not in the leaſt re- 
| ſembling 
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| 7 he Author's Preſiice: : | 
ſembling that of Paulus Fovins. Yet 
it's paſt all doubt, thathe was ar leaſt 


as well inform'd ; for he came of a 


Family entirely devoted' to. that of 
Medici z he was almoſt of the ſame 
Age with Leo, he had been Educated 
with him, he had accompany'd him 
In good and bad Fortune, he had 
manag'd the moſt ſubuile' Intrignes 
of Is Exaltation, he had receriv'd 
extraordinary Honours and Benefits 
from him, . then, by his Order, did he 
return to Florence, where he com- 
pleated the Downfall of the popular 
Faction, and manag'd the Difpoſiti. 
ons of his Country-men, with fo 
much Addreſs, - that this Pope, by 
his means, Commanded nine years 
in that City, in ſpight of its Liberty; 
His Holineſs had- call'd him thence 
to honoue him with an Office, where- 
in he was oblig'd to confide in him 


the moſt important of his ſecrets, 


by 
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by making, him Commiſſary Genes 
ral of the Arnnes of the. League a= 
gainft the, French, which he offici- 
ated at the very ume of that Pope's 


dying. ' 


After this, can Guichiardin be re- 


proach'd, with haying wanted fuifh- 
cient Inſtructions 2: And ſhall ;we 
not find other Hiſtorians mn the laſt 
Century, 'much inferior to him in 
_ this point, far from being in any 
wale ro becompar'd to him ? Yet Pa- 
dre Paolo, who has labour'd at Leo 


che. 10th'sPourtraict, after Paulus 
Fovius and (Guichiardin, has inutated 


' neither of their Stroaks and Linea- 
ments ; he repreſents himas a Volup- 
tuous Perſon, that pamper'd himſelf 
with the enjoyment of- all the Sweer- 
nefles of the Popedom,: and waved 


all its Bittexnefles, that troybled-his 


head withno knotty nor difficult Af- 
fair, referr'd to Subaltern Miniſters 
ws thoſe 


nt 
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thoſe which! demanded 'Time-and 
Application; enrich'd * his Relations 
and Servants, - not- out :of kindneſs; 
but that he naight bethe bereer ſerv d; 
and the more Carefs'd; made an 1n- 
curable Wound in the Church, by 
cheConcordate with Francis the Firſt, 
andempoverlih'd Se. Peter 'sPatrimony 
by his Profuſions ; Raviſh'd lis Coun: 
try of 1s freedom,outotaCaprice,and 


minded notto reſtore ic,when,atter his 


Brother andNephew 'sdeath,departing 
this Life withouc Male*Children.chere 
was no one of his Fanily capable of 
guning by the Miſchicts he had done; 
made a Preſent to his Sitter of the Mo- 
ney, which the Piery of the Germans - 


had delign'd for the waging War 


upon the Infidels, committed the dj- 
{tribution of Indulgences 1n the Dar- 


chy of Upper Saxony, to the moſt 


avaricious of tus Couriers, . negfe- 
cted the Hereſfie of Luther in its. be- 


C ginning, 


- 
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ginning, and did not ſet aboutſtop. | 


ping the Gangrene, till when it was 


become incurable ; had too Libertineſ 


Sentiments of Religion, and trou- 


bled his head little about another]. 


Lite. 

\ Idare not ſpeak my mind of the 
Reſemblance of this Picture, but-yet 
Eknow that Padre Paolo wrote after 
the Relations of Ambaſladors, which 
the State of Venice ſent to the Court 
of Rome, 1n the time of Leo's Pope- 
dom, and that thoſe Relations are 
commonly very: exact, and very 
true, as we have newly ſcen, by that 
of Correro, tho' ev'n Cardinal Pallaui- 
. cino's Hiſtory, who has undertaken to 

refute that of Padre Paolo, and fays 
nothing againſt whar reſpeCts Leo) 
Perfon, were. not a tacit Approba- 


- tion of what I havenewly noted. 


What willchen the Writer of 'ari«an 
do, fuch as [may be? He will \ 
\ [ 6 


% © 


4 


( 
| 
| 
\ 
f 
X 
( 
P 
P 
Ir 
i 


ak 


eos 


ba-ſ; 


ba 


The Author s Preface | 


"the Pencil: after Paulus Fovius, Gui- 


chiardin, and Padre Paolo, but he 


will uſe neither their Colours. nor 


Ideas. His manner will b= wholly 


new, and whereas others had painted 


Pope Leo in his Habit of Ceremony, 
hewill repreſent him in his Undreſs, 
He will flipin among ten or twelve 
of the Police and Topping Wits, 
who commonly aſſiſted ar his Private 
Recreations, and ar his Couzening 
himſelf into a ſlkep, and will take 
him in his gay Humour, wherein he 

was, for Example, when he fluſhc 


them the Deſign of rhe 


X fine Gr ailunar, and of ted Bhs vn 
lome orher Gack like in the Colleftonof 


Ornarius, 


Pieces, which have not 
perhaps been ſufficiently valu'd,cither 
ncheirownAge,orinours conſidering 
{rac delicacy ot their Invention. He will 
go and ſeek him ina /aſari,butthe Va- 


akf/ar; of the firſt Edition: For what 


che]. 
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[am going to ſay.has been retrench'd 
from. the others. He will go and 
' ſeek him, I fav, when he ſometimes 

delighted in thwarting, and at o- 
thers in condeſcending to Michael 
Angelo's capricious humour, when 
he wou'd ſee, againſt his will, his 
Work before it was finiſht, and that 
he expos'd his Perſon to the being 
cruſht under a Scaffold, which Mz: 
chael caus'd to fall upon him out of 
ſ>ight; whereupon this Painter ha- 
ving betaken himſelf to his Heels, and 
not daring to return,he was forc'd to 
make him Ambaſlador of the Stateſ 
of Florence, for the re-1ncouragingſ . 
him by that inviolable Characterſ - 
and that at the firſt Audience he gave . 
hin in that Quality, ina Gallery | 
where the Pope rceiv'd him with hy :: 
Cane in hand, Angelo's Fear re{ . 
doub.'d, bur needlefly, becauſe alf 
Leo's Anger and Cudgelling were diff 
charg' 
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 charg'd upon a Chamberlain, who 
wou'd needs ſhew himfelf 1mperti- 
\nently Arrogant in fo odd a Con- 
verſation. —y 

In fine, the Writer of 'ariwvom will 
make Extracts out of the excellent 
Letters, of the Cardinals Bembo, and 
Sadolet, and thoſe of Peter Martyr, 
and Silvius Antonianus. 
Hence he will borrow Secrets, 
that have ſcap'd the knowledge of 
the molt exact Hiſtorians, and trom 
all choſe Irradiations together, he 
frames a Character of Leo the Ioth, 
which if 1t be not as beaunitul as the 
foregoing, will be, ar leaſt, as Curi- 
-OUs. 
er - - But thanks to his Mo't Chriſtian 
vd Majeſty's Library ; Iain not reduc'd 
rj] to be contented with a ſina[l matrer ; 
hd and I have found Memoirs (till more 
rd Ample, and more Authenrick In- 
i ſftructions. Well known 1 15, that 
I C'3 '- ne 
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Medici, could not ſo well. conceal 
their principal Adventures, nor un- 
der the Aſhes ſo well cover the 
flames of their Amours, and the 
ſmoak of their Ambition, but that 
there has flown thence ſome ſparks, 
evn to this ſide the Alpes: They ne- 
ver acted without Witnefles, and 
'tho'they had uſed all the Precautions 
imaginable to delude Poſterity,the in- 
reſtine War that has ſometimes been 
kindled in their Fanuly, has hardly 
lefrus Strangers to the leaſt of their 
Intrigues. 

Strozzi's there have been, who 
have taken refuge in France; and as 
cheir Mother was the nigheſt Heireſs 
_ of Leo the roth, their Father, the beſt 
Friend of Clement the 7th ; and that 
they had themfelyes been concern'd 


in moſt of the Revolutions that hap- 


pen'd under Coſmo the Great, they 
haye 


« The Author's Preface, = 
. the firſt Soveraigns of the Houſe of: 


= The Author's Preface. © 
have Collected ſuch particular Me-. 
moirs, that the World has reaſon to 
exult for rheir exactnels. 

Not but that theſe Memoirs ought: 
to be in ſome wiſe ſuſpected, and 
that theyev'n bear,in ſeveral paſſages, 
the Impreſſions of the Hatred, Spightr, 
Jealouſie, and Revenge, wherewith, 
It cannot be deny'd, but that the 
Auchors were poſſeſſed. But tis on 
this ſcore that I have di{truſted them, 
and that I have never believ'd themin 
the leaſt Circumſtance upon - their 
bare words. I have ever confronted 
them with their Adverſaries anſwers, 
and have only allow'd: them fo far 
Credence, as it has not appear d t9 
me that thoſe anſwers were ſuthcizne, 
in a word; I afſert nothing, without 
having examin'd the Contradictions, 
and whoſoever ſhall take the pains to 
read the Works, .of Ceri, Adiani, and 
Manuce, three the: moſt famous Pa- 
c4 negyriſts 


cli % 


negyriſts of Coſmo the Great, he 


will find therein wherewithal to ju- 


ſtihe me on thar point. ' 
Now if Ihavethe advantage of the 
IWuſtrations, which one of the two 


Parties gives me, to the diſadvantage! 


of the other; if I have weigh'd the 
divers Intereſts and diflerent Motives, 


if I have compar'd them with the 


Circumſtances, and if 'groping a+ 
long, and walking warily, I have en- 
deavourd to attain to the knowledge 
of ſecret Tranſactions, by the 
means of thoſe with which I was un- 
acquainted, TI have done in this but 
what 1s daily done by Judges, when 
they are about pronouncing upon 
che Life, or the Reputation ot the ac+ 
cuſed, whoſe Crimes are not ſuffi 
ently averrd. Eh #1 
Andindeedan Anecdoto-grapher, 
+755 1he $pk;p NAS Nardly any other ſecret, 
Marcelinus, by the report of + him, 
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who has left us in writing the Life, of 


Thucidides, to ſet to Rights the-con- 
fus'd Memoirs he has Collected,.chan 
by examining diligently the macters 
they agreed upon, and to make uſe 
of them afterwards, as Principles for 
the judging of the truth of. others, 
of which they do not jump in an ac- 


cord. But tho' he does nor appeal 


to Hiſtorians, what Authorizes ſOe- 
ver they may have; | nay, tho*. he 
makes profeſſion of writing almoſt c- 
ver Tranſactions, or ar leaſt Particu- 
Jarities that were unknown. to. Hiſta- 
rians; yet he docs not meddle with re- 
proving them, or loading themwith 
Invectives ; or as [himeus did, who 
palliates them inſtead of blackening 
them, He wou'd difſcmble char 
Faults, if he cou'd do it without be- 
traying his own Knowledge; and 
when that truth, which, tollowing 
Tertullian's expreſſion, 1s the moſt 
1mperious 
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1mperious of Virtues, forces him to 


bring them into Light, he never does 
it without extenuating them, or ex- 
. cuſing himſelf before hand, for what 
he 15 going to do. He knows that 


there is nothing that ſcapes fo ſoon, 


nor fo caſily as that truth, that he 
who firſt _ us that ic was in the 
bottom of a 


Life, andthatthe proneneſs and ſloo- 


ping of Corrupted Nature to falle- 


hood, 1s no leſs ſlippery than that it 
has to Love. | 

: The reaſon which ob- 
ne Bk Tiges him to take this 
: Courſe, is drawn from 
Diodorus Siculus, who maintains, that 


as thereare feeble Genizfes that'are' 


tempted todo Miſchief, as ſoon as 
they know the manner of commut- 
ting 1t, there are hkewiſe ſtrong ones, 
with whom it's ſuthcient to ag 

ice 


©. . - al oak 


ell, might be ſuſpect- 
ed of having bury'd it there all his. 
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Vice in its moſt lively Colours, to 


divert them from it. Tis for Minds 
of this laſt ſtamp that a Writer of 
wits Jabours, as the Hiſtorian, for 
thoſe of the firſt, They both tend 
tothe ſame end, tho' they take op- 
poſite Paths : and the Chynaiſt, who 
gives Antimony to drink, after ha- 
ving Corrected: its Malignity, obli- 
gcs the Publick no leſs, than he-who 
compoſes a Medicine of the moſt 
innocent S1mples. vide 
' The Judgment 1s. form'd and fa- 
ſhion'd as well by the Contemplation 
of Evil, as of Good; and it Mora- 
lity was depriv'd of this fort of Inx 
{ructions, it wou'd be in a worſe 
Condition, than- the young Greek 


Gentlemen, that went to Thebes, to 
Iſhmenias his Houſe, to learn to play 


upon the Flute, becauſe thar great 
Perſonage, after having ſhew'd chem 


hear 


The Author's Preface. - Y 
hear a Man that plaid: very ſorrily, 
that he might make chem know the 
defects of his Art, at the fame time he 
eave them its Precepts. We 

Quntilian took the 
In the $16 cveter ff f3me Courſe with the 
; Roman Knights and Sc 
nators Children, who came to his 
Houſe to learn Rhetorick; for he as 
often led them co hear rhe bad De- 
clamers as the good. He made then 
obſerye the Vices of the Haranguez 
which the Vulgar moſt admired, the 
improper Words, the obſcure ways 
of ſpeaking, the Fuſtian, Sordid, and} - 
Efleminate ſtiles, and thoſe which] - 
ſhock Chaſte Ears. 
: 'Avixdtora arc the Mr 
os bs ſend rors which do not 
t fatter, and- the ſame 
Diodorus, who ſhrifts after their Ort: 
_ gine with the utmoſt exactne(s, re- 
marks, that Agypt enjoy'd a very 
THT long 


7 he Arthor S 
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Ln and moſt profound Tranquili- 


ty, as long as they were in uſe in that 


Kingdom; for as ſoonas the King 
was dead, his Body was expoſed in 


the midſt of the publick place, where 
every one had the freedom to praiſe 
him as much as he defery'd, and to 
upbraid him with all che evil actl- 
ons he had commutted , they put 1n- 


to the Scales the Complaints and Ac- 
clamations, and if his Vices were 


found to have over-ballanc'd his Vir 
tues, his Memory was deteſted, and 


his Body retus'd the honour of Buri- 


al. His Succeſſor made his adyan- 
tage of an Example he had been Eye- 
witneſs to, and Govern'd the State 
with all the Juſtice neceſſary, for the 
having nothing to fear from the pub- 
lick Odium after his Death. 
Certainly 1t wou'd not be a little 
Contributing, to the Felicity of Ages 
to come, asto make him ſee thingsaf- 
cer 


The Author's Preface. 
ter the ſame. manner they were 10 
ours, orin that of our Fore-fathers 
' without thereto adding any thing, 
dimimſhing or changing. Thoſe 
who haveſcap'd, through good Luck 
or Cunning, the Puniſhments they 


had merited, wou'd not ſcape the In-J 


famy ; and thoſe, whom' their Ex- 
_ ample might attract into the like 
Crimes, wou'd accuſtom themſelves 
'betimes to have, for Poſterity, ſome 
ſort of. Fear mingled with Reſpect. 


They wou'd dread the Judgment of 


cheir Nephews, and fall to doing ſuch} 


actions as wou'd challenge Approba- 
tion. They wou'd be atraid, as well 
as Cicero, of what weu'd be ſaid of 


them ſ1x hundred years after ; they | 
wou'd, like him, beſeech Modern 


Authors not to treat them ill in their 
- Writings ; and for the giving them 
occaſion of doing it, without pre- 
judice of Truth, they wou'd put 1n- 
ro 
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to their hands ſincere Acts and- au- 
chentick Inſtructions. -  —» 
| There has been found People ſen« 
ſible to the ſtroak of a Pen, though 
they were not ſo,or to the remorſes of 
Conſcience , or the ſeverity of the 


Laws; anda Prince was feen in the 


beginning of the laſt Century, who, 


Not being to be diverted from com- 


mitting an Inceſt with his own 
Daughter, by all che Maximes of the 
ChriftianReligion,wasefhcaciouſly fo, 
by the Reflexion he was wrought. ro 


| make, that the thing could nor be fo 


well conccal'd, bur that it wou'd be 
known by Poſterity. ' ; 
Not but thar, ever and anon, there 


: has been. found Men generous. e- 
| nough, as not tobe 1nfluenc'd xo dif- 


guife the Truth, cither by rhe quality 
of the Preſents that were made them, 
or by fear of the Puniſhments, where- 


with they were threatned. - But, yet 


there 
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there has been ſo few of them, prin]! 
cipally in the two laſt Ages, that TP* 
have been able but to find out a pair, 
whoſe Example it will not be perhapsÞ 5 
amiſs to relate in this place, for the] 
rarity of the matter. i 

Never wasthere a King that was 1K 
more concern'd, for what wou'd be al 
faid of him, after his Death, than che] * 
laſt A/fonſo, that wore the Crown of V 
Naples. He. not only labour'd at © 
winning of Batcels, and doing thoſe b 
ſorts of ations which favour of chef * 
Romance, but he was likewiſe fol: * 
citous to find out Pens worthy off. 
writing them, and capable of embe-] *. 
liſhing them. Not one famous one b 
was: there, but he cndeavour'd toff * 
ga1nor corrupt, and all ſuch as were * 
1nRepute, receiv'd from him Penſt-| } 
ons or Preſents, in whatever Coun- b 
ery-of Europe, Birth, or Fortune] # 
had'confin'd them ; yet never was ſ 
«T0411 there] ' 
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yet never: was there a Monarch whoſe 
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[ ar:zdthan his. We are not flran- 


- gers ro the leaſt of his Frailcies, and 
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frmities. have been bercer particu- 


what avails 1t to read in Pontanus, 


"I Panormus, Benedifi, and in fixt 

four other Hiſtorians,that he poſleſs'd 
:Þ all che Noble qualities that form He- 
{rocs- Nobody believes em, and the. 


World is rather inclin'd to give Cre- 
dit to Bernardino Cerico, who attri- 


«| butes ro him only very commcn 
| Aﬀections, tho' this Cerico 1s other- 


wiſea very piteous Hiſtorian. 


 Caftruccio Caſtracani,on the, contra- 


ry, has been defamed by thirty cele- 
brated Hiſtorians of Italy, ten of 


whomare of Florence. He has been 
«| reproach'd with all the exceſles 


whereof Tyranny 1s capable, when 1- 
boye the reach of Fear, And Mach:- 
avel has writ a piece on purpoſe, in 


xl fo terſe, galigne a ſtile, char he rurns 


d into 


The - Aathoi s 5, Preface. 


into Ridicule, all the actions he can 
notblame: Yet has he not. been be 
| hevd no more than his Count: 
try-men; and though Nicolas Te x 
grinus, who made ar the ſame tim G 
chat Great Captain's Apology w: 
inferiour to Machiavel, 1n all the of c 
ther parts that make up a perfect Ht: 0 
ſtorian : Nevertheleſs People have 
jugd'd Tegrinus to be the inceſt off h: 
che* two.” They have approv'd the 


Contradictions he puts in his Pre 
face, for the undecaving thoſe why 
had been prepoſſcls'd ro the Prejug,, 
dice of Truth; and 'tis now allow Il. 
on all hands, thar neither the Teſti} a 
mony of Machiavel, nor.that of chef, 

a Florentines, is receiveable inf, 
what relates to Caſtracani, as being? 
ſuſpected of deſigning to revengehy 7 
their Countrey, at leaſt with heh 
Pen, for the Afﬀronts, which ic hadF;, 


receiv'd from a General of an ark 


cy 


T, fe Author? s $9 


my, who had been 1tS moſt formida- 
{ble Enemy, though chey were con- 
x| inc'd, that this General had no o- 
I Ys failures, than what proceeded 
, from Its, living in a Conjuncture, 
| wherein it was not poſſible to exer- ' 
FF cifſe Military Virtues, by Tawtul 
p means. 
"Bur as the two Events which I 
ol Py have newly, related, . are perhaps 
Jo only, wherein rigorous Juſtice 
o been done to oppreſſed Truth, 
Acver ſince Hiſtory was written, it 1s 
not ro be expected, but by a due 
ourſe of proceeding,,. The ſhelve. is 
0.be avoided, - which commonly 
[by rrecks choſe who do not fancy, __ 
=D much <xa&tneſs can be uſed, 1 
Ketefting, the moſt ſerrer oojeidio 
g 1 bes muſt remember, that chough 4 
Vriter of 71.vere. is MOre often, and 
Whore ſtrictly: bound, 't0- ſpeak ts 
' eat, than an Hiſtorian, 'yet he is 
d: 2 not 


x 


$ 
he 


IK 


7d 


The Author s Preface. 
not fo in all ocgaſions ; to ſpeak with-ſ* 
out exception, on the-contrary, he; 

_obghtto ſuppreſsit all along, where 

1s not poſſible to reveal ir, without 

acting againſt good Manners. | 

own chat Procopius has faild x 

_ gainſt this Principle, and I am too 

{incere not to abandon him in thi 

point. I do not undertake cither ty 

excuſe him, or defend him; and | 

ſhould go my fclf aſtray, as well a 

deviate my Readers, if Ifollow'd hif | 

© ſteps. Itake itkindly of thaff ; 
bag nn Man's Modeſty, who, caug ; 

4.44 ſing his 'aiwrs tobe Printed 

( 


. | SO | 7 
has retrenelrd ſuch Paſſages, where 


the Infamics of the Emprefs 7heods 
77, when the alliſted at the Publia 
Divertifcements, were too lively ' re 
preſented. I'wiſh this Vacuum may 
be never fall'd, and that thoſe wht 
aro able todo it, may haye neitht 


r 


the Will nor the Leſure,s i | 


4 
niuvyapy » 


( 


hb 


tlemen of Milay t 
piten In his preſence... 


_— 
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"= The Author's P refac Cor. 
» "Lhavelittle 1efs Averſi:. 


dy 
< 


ut 


This Priograph, 
js tr the Galle 
of the Frengh 


on for the. Impudence of 
King's Ltbray y. 


Petrus Candidus December, "5" 
who wrote, two hundred years agon, 
the Lives of the Dukes of Mi/an, and 
Pcople.wou'd have cen well enough 
farisfy'd,, without knowing . why *H- 
lippo Viſconti caus'd the young Gen- 

opliy ar Teng fo 


. 


"The art of che moſt Infamous Pros. 
ſiturion, ought not 10 be learnt; 1n 
wider, NO, Morcichan in Hiſtory, 
and the Laws of Decency . well de- 
ſerveto Þc as ſerupuloully kepr in che 
one, as 12 t{'; other. Danggzous 
thoughts ought not to. be imprinted * 
1n Pcoples Minds, under the Cant of 
rendring to chem Vice the more abo- 


minaþle, nor fill 'em._ with ſhanzxetul 
Ideas,.; when the -bntinefs 15: to .an- 
mate_then, ro the -purſuit of Glory, 
by laying before them the moſt eaii- 
nent Virtues. 


d 3 Nct- 


T, be Authoy s P ref. ace, | 
| Neither ought it co be ſuffer'd infar 
"aideres, Or in Hiſtory, that 1n pubiſſi 
lick there appear things, as wouldÞta 
not be heard without a Horrour, in M 
a well regulated Converfation, and iff ye 
the Ordures that are read in the Old 
Romances,arenot wanting toproduceſ|ti 
pernicious effects, though we areſin 
forewarn'd of their falſe-hoods, whatÞ 
. " . | ? 
will notthoſe do, which the memo-Þa 
ry ſhall endeavour to retain, becauſe 
they are true. TT 
Never was there any Republick, 
that has giv'n a Right to private Per-| 
ſons, over anothers Reputation, andJH 
but has puniſh'd thoſe who went toſſſa 
diſturb'd the Dead in their veryſar 
Graves. The Morals of che Fathers, JB 
and Councils will have us hold himffat 
for an honeſt Man, who had the re-{di 
pute of ſo being, at the Moment 
he ceas'd living, when that there 1sÞn 
no evident proofs to the contrary 's 
Fe and} 


| 


T © The Author's Preface. """ 
infand tis principally for this laſt Con- 
d-Ifideration, that I ſhall draw the Cur- 
[dftain over the Amours of Coſmo de 
inf Medici with Camilla Martelli, and o- 
it yer thoſe of Duke Franciſco his Son 
Id with Bianca Capello, I ſhall leave 
celthe principal Circumſtances of them, 
reſin the Memoirs where I have 
athſcen chem, and ſhall only thence 
o- cull thoſe that have fo peculiar -a 
ſe] Connexion, wich the moſt notable 
JEventsof choſe two Princes Lives,that 
kffor want of having choſenchem, ne1- 
1-Jther Manuce, nor Civi, nor th' other 
idFHiſtorians are intelligible, in che paſ. 
rofſfages of their grear' Volumes which 
ryſareferreted with too much Curioſity. 
s, [But ics coo long; ſtopping the Reader 
mfattheentrance of this, I muſt 1ntro- 
e-(duce him within doors, - and render 
ntfhim Judge, wherherT have pur well 
sþn practiſe the. Speculations, where- 
y;[vith I haye been entertaining hu, . 
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The Firſt Book. 


"ZE great Riches of Coſmo de Meds 
ci, Surnamd the. Old, acquird b 
Traffrek, rend'ring him ſuſpedted to the. Flo 
remines, four of the moſt Illuſtrious Familit 
Conſpire againſt him, and got him-clapt inh 
. Priſon.. ' The Deſign is laid to Poyſon him} 
but he avails himſelf of 'the Goalers Irreſoluf 
tion, and of a Boufoon's Addreſs, by ' whoſe 
| means hegains the Gonfalioniere, who nicks-huſ 
bo time, and dexterouſly ſets him again at Liberty | 
. He withdraws to Venice, from whence he con 
FraVe 
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| #7ivcs his return to Florence, oo cauſes bis B- 
"memes to'be Baniſh'd. Be nds his L3 e in 
quiet, and leaves but one. Son, call '4 Piero, 
1; ſmall Sence, but a ſequeſtred Etealth. © The 

tfi's Conſpire to aſaſfnate him, and lay their 
| #leafures competently" "well 3 but be ſcapes 
"Nl 'om through a Caprice that happily came intohis 
mind.” Their el ie cy. 7+ diſcover'd, they are 
Þ baniſh d.” The Venetiahs Fs them. \ They 
"| invade Tuſcany with an 4imy, * but the: F/3 
fign of ſurpriſing Piſa being HI concerted, makes. 
them loſe'th' otcafton 'of entering F lorence, \ 'nnd 
of taking the' advantage of Piero ce Medic?s 
death, occafon'd by the Gout, BY 


d $ 
$ # | 
ws > 


—| The Contents of the Second Book, 


\Orenzo Je Medici rallies bis Fat thers 

Friends, and- reftores "the Aﬀairs of his 
di Family: He: goes and joins the Florentine 4r- 
' bl my with freſh Troops, and 'is preſent at the 
of} Battel, wherein Field-pieces are firſt put in 
lie iſe, ant'where the Servants”; one both: fide with 
nh promgy> no light their Maſters, while 'a Figh- 
mY * Federigo d'Urbino wins one"of Coglt- 
_ one's 5 Quarters. The' Republick of * Venice 5 

bandons'the” Pirti's, and the Marqueſs 'of Man- 
. toua'reconciles themwith-the $32te of Florence, 

The Volterrans Revolt.*-' Lorenzo: de: Medici 

rauſes Woe my of the Town to be © rais'l, Sond 
pardons 


The. Contents, a. 
pardons them, after having conſtrain d em ta}. 
ſwrrender at diſcretion. He demands of the 
Pope I Cardinals Cap, for his Brother Gulia. | 

D, but isrefusd. He takes his Revenge, by 
caufing the Army of the Church to moulder tk 
erno, and by hindring the Pope's 
e Soveraignty of Im- 


no, 


way before Tit 
Nepbew from acquiring the 
mola, from whence is framd the Pazzi's Com 


ſpiracy. Giuliano de Medici zs therein kilFd,' 


and Lorenzo eſcapes. All the Accomplices are 


puniſh d, and the Archbiſhop of Piſa is truſs 4 


#p.at a Window of the Palace, in his.Pontife 
cal Feſtments. Bandini only gets into Turkey, 
But Sultan Bajazet. delivers him to Lorenzo 
de Medici's Fadtors. 


The Contents of the Third Book. 
| Ommiſſoner Nardi concludes a League bee 


4 tween the Pope and the King of Naples, 
ainſt the Florentines, Lorenzo de Medici 


by his Allies, takes a bold Reſolution, He 
cauſes the choice of the young Florentine. Nobi- 
lity to follow him, under the Pretence of a 
FTunting Match. Gaes aboard a Gally... Bears 
away direftly for Naples. Amazes King. Fer- 
rand, by this Feroick . Af. of Truſt,. Breaks 


all the- Meaſures of Reſalli the Ambaſſadour, | 


By wew ways diſconcerts the Praflices.of ſhes 
Old 


wſtains the War ; but ſeeing himſelf abandon'd_ 


bu WS My IS: *%yos uy BA 


"The Contents 
| 01d Miniſter. Ruines him in the. Kings good 
I Opinion. Enſtates himſelf. in his room. En- 
| clines the King to all he aims at. Makes bim 
 break- his League with the Pope. Procares 
Peace to the Florentines. Cauſes their Towns 
to be reftor d them, and a Treaty. of Guaranty* 
to be fignd with them. Two years after, the, 
King of Naples is almoſt oppreſs'd by his Nobles. 
Conſpiring with the Pope, and the Venetians, 

who meant to ſhare his State. Lorenzo de Me- 
dici ſuccours him without ſtaying to be defir d ta 

dot. Lends him Money. Debauches the Troops 

that had overcome him, Cauſes the Orſini's to. 
declare for him, and reſtores him to all In- 
tents. © After which, all his Thoughts tend on! 
to maintain Peace in.[taly, | 


'The Contents of the Fourth Book. 


= | ! Be E famous Aſtrologer Leoni, the Top- 
'T = ping Phyſician of all Italy, comes to 
{ || Carrego, to preſcribe to Lorenzo de Medici, 
e | during his Sickneſs. Is miſtaken as well in his 
= || Predictions, in quality of Aſtrologer, as in his 
a | Preſcriptions, in quality of Phy iczan. The Pa- 
6 | tient dies through his. Fault ; and Piero. de 
« | Medici, ont of rage, throws him into a Well, 
s | wherein he is drown'd, as was Progneſticated, 
., | by the Calculation of his own Nativity. The 
et, | Emlogy of the Wits, that were Friends, or re- 
/ | 2. "OE 


” 
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The Contents 


ceiv'd Gratifcations from Lorenzo de Medic, 
Aretin thinking there to be no other Mcnu- 
feripts than his, of Procopius his Hi ſtory, 
burns it, and has it Printed in his own Name, 
Sat his Larceny is diſcover d. December pro« 
Stitates the Reputation of the". Duke of Milan, 
who ſets him to write his Hiſtory. The Acades 
micks of Rome zake a fancy to traveſty their, 
Name in Greek. The Pope imagines it a cower, 
foaC onſpiracy they had contriv'd againſt him, 
He cauſes *em to be ſecur'd, am ſome of 'em. 
Put upon the Rack. Platina is of this number, 
The Cardinals of the Conclave go ro Beſſarion's 
Cell, to make him Pope. Hts Conclaviſt, Perro- 
th, ſends * em away for fear of diverting his 
Maſter from his Studies. They taxe pet, 
chuſe another, Politianus dies of a tranſport 
of Love. The Prince of Mirandola writes a- 
: gatuſt . Aſtrologers. They. meet, C alcalate- bit 
Nativity, and ſend him word, he will. dye," as 
young as he is, before his Work is Hoh 
Their Predidtion 3 zs fat fl d. V. 


\% 'S 


pl *The Contents of the Fich Book: 


HE Calamities of the Frouſe of Keagt 
procteded from the ſame Lodovyico 
Sforza, who ruis'd that of Naples, and bis 
own. A curious Recital of Piero de Medici 
Jmprudences, rhat are found mingl'd with tt 
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Artifices 


and}. 


ces 


The Tk tents, 


Artifices of his Enemies. He flies away from 
Florence. He'is #pon 'the point of bein ing re- 


flor'd by a French Intrigue, who foſter deſig efigpis 
of ſupplanting Cardina®t - Briflonnet.. He is 
Gugks after, but not found.” The true Cauſes of 

Savonarola's Advancement and Downfall. The 
Urlini's labour in vain to re-eftabliſh the Me- 
dict's, and reveal to them Valentinois's defige 
of delivering them up tothe Florentines. Va- 
lentin finding by whom his Deſign was detected, 
k;lls the Urlini's at the Feaſt of Senegaglia, 
which plunges Piero de Medici into a Deſpbn: 

dency. He fides with France, and is drown M1 
the Month of the Garigliano. His Brother, 
the Cardinal, withdraws to Rome, where he 
ſharps it until his Legation. © The ſecret Cirs 


| cumftances of his taking at the Battel of Ra- 


venna, and of his eſcape. Soderini's Bro- 
theg's Covetouſneſs, gives him occaſion to bribe 


| the Officers of the Spaniſh Army, which reſtores 


him in Florence. He has Machiavel there put 
ro the Rack, then receives him into favour ; 


but Machiavel brood his Revenge, , and not 
| firing th' occaſion, procures his own Death, by 


'a Doze unſeaſorably taken. | 
The Cotents of the Sixth 1 Book. 


" Ruſirics: th: Abrelejes; ad Ficins " 24 
FRO opher; he a he are that E7rdbl 
| Medici 


The Contents 


Medici ſhould be Pope, tho ot any appeaienll ©, 
of it then, He is carried to Rome in a Litter 5 


by regen of an Impoſthume he had in a place, of 
Nos Modeſty forbids mentioning. He enters 
the Conclave. The Impoſthume breaks aud ex. | © 
bales ſuch a ſtink, hn th Old Cardinals fans 5 
- yd, upon the Relation. of brib'd Phyſicians, ; 
Zhat be will ſuddenly dye, and fo leave. of 
croſſing his Eleftion. A Dream of his Mother, 
which he remembers of himſelf, makes him take || ©: 
the Name of Leo. Ele repairs his Coufin Gius || © 
lio's defect of Birth, and gives him his Cap, 
Maſſimiliano Sforza falls diſtrated, and puts ; 
zt into Leo's Head, tomake his Brother Giv- 
liano Dake of Milan ; but is deluded by Fre- 
goſla,who accomodates himſelf with the French, 
Giuliano dzes, young Lorenzo ſucceeds him, 
aud does not-reſemble him, The. French ot 
the Alpes. The Pope's afraid, and ſends t 
an Agent, who falls into the hands of the Spa. 
niards, and makes 'em jealous. The Pope ſtops 
the Progreſſes of the Conquerours, by his intere 
view with Francis the Firſt, at Bologna,where 
he paulmes upon the fincerity of that Prince.. He 
deſpoils the Duke of Urbin, who recovers his 
State.The Pope Debauches that Duke's principal. 
Officers, he prevents them, and cauſes their 
Souldiers to puniſh them, Lx0,...tho' indebted. 
or the Popedom to Cardinal Petrucci, drives 
bis Hoof out of Sienna. The Cardinal Conſpires 


againſt 
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l againſt him, i diſcover'd and flrang/ed in a Dun- 
Þ geon, by an Mthiopian. 4 ftrange Conference 


of Cardinal Cornetan with a Magician, who 


tells him wothing but the Truth, and yet de- 


ludes him, The Sacred Colledge is animated a= 
gainſt the Pope, who, out of ſpight, creates one 
and thirty Cardinals in one tay ; but the greateſt 


Enemy of his Efouſe happens to be of the number. 
| He frames a League againſt the French, and, 


beyond all hopes, drives them out of Italy'; but 
in the very moment he recerves the Tydings, 
Mateſpina poyſons him with Pill®The Rats eat 
off his Noſe the Night following, by having 
but one Servant left with him, who falls alleep. 


- The Contents of the Seventh Book. 


 "Ulogies of the Wits rhat were honour d with 
Leo's Friend(hip,or recerv dGratuities from 

bim. Which is the beſt writ Hiſtory we have; ſince 
thoſe of the Auctents.The Aſtrologer Tibertus fore- 
ſees his own Death, aud the moſt extraordinary 
manner, bywhichsit was to happen, without- its 
betng in his Pow'r to avoid it. Cocles,of the ſame 
Profeſſion, has the ſame Deſtiny, and yet not mi- 


I haken in any of the Narivities he had Calculated 


of his Friends, no, not evn in thoſe that were to 


| Pappen after his Death. Toung Strozza ventures 


t Marry a Miſs, kept by the Duke of Ferrara, 
Hu Maſter has him Aſſaſſinated. Crimittus 


dies 


% ih 
21 = 


' 


travelling along, the Po, and is never more. 
heard of, thro the Revenge of a Lady, to whom 


he had preſented a Declaration of Love in Verſe, 
Count Baltazar Caſtiglione, 7» his Praftice,con-} 
traditts the Rules he had laid down for a pers. 
fett Courtier. He w aſſur d that he will dye at 
Mantoua. Ze carefully avoids going thithery 1 
but accepts of the Embaſſy of Spain, not dreaming} 
that Madrid s call d Mantoua 7» Latin. Theres 
he dies. ke 
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T is 4 ſurprizing thing, that nohe of 
the Authors who have written the 
Hiſtory 'of Florence, have kept them- 
; ſelves within the bourids of V oder» 
A tion, when they ſpeak of the Houſe of 
Pledicis, before it was raiſed to the Sove- 
Faignty. - Thoſe whom either Jealouſie or 
"Þll-will have animated againſt that Family, 
{Fave endeavoured to give it att Original ſo - 
H EJpw, and little anſwearable. to its preſent 
' ,Pfeatneſs, that it were more adyantageous 
2" " B not 
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A a The Secret Hiſtory of 


riot to be known at all, than after fuch & E 
manner. Others chought flattery juſtift | 
able, in a Subje&t, which thoſe that wrotebeell 
fore them had handled ſo Satyrically, and}. 
have repreſented the Condition of Old coll 
de Medici his Anceſtors ſo far above his felſ ; 
tow Citizens, that we ſhould hardly believe] - 
they had ever lived as Private Men, if well 
were not informed ſo from other Hands. 'Þ | 
- Some there were, towards the middle offf | 
' the laſt Age, who.to make their Court thelf 1 
better with Katharine of Medicis, would hav 
rſwaded her ſhe was of French Extra&ionff | 
both by Father and Mother, and that nfl | 
above three hundred years before, one uliſf x 
an of Medicis went out of Poiftou into Tuſceli 1 
#y, with a Troop of Horſe, which he £ar 
ried into the Service of the Commonweal tall 7 
of Florence. I 
For my own part, as I have no other « 4 E 
fign, than to colle& thoſe Truths wh ol t: 
other Hiſtories have either purpoſely, or oblf « 
of Ignorance omitted,” I cannot huſe þ Dull fe 
ſay, that the Houſe of Medicis has alway ir 
been accounted Noble, ſince Florznce pulſe 
chaſed its freedom of the Emperour Roddlf 
phus the Firſt ; of which their Profeſſion Mta 
Merchandize,wherewith they are reproach 
ts a Proof, ſince all the Florentine Hiſtoriallſm 
\, agree, that almoſt all the Gentlemen of thelſon 
| Country 


bw... 


a} Cor ntry were engaged itt Commerce,” ani 
= that the moft 'confiderable Families Had - 
ol paQtors inthe beſt Towns of Zurope, 

wy It was by theſe means that Coſmo de Me- 
wi 4c}, firnam'd the Old, came to be mach 
8 richer than any Prince in ay of his time: 
for though ſome ſuppoſe that the famous 
Balthazar Cofſa, who was depoſed irom the 
Popedom, diſcovered to him at his Death 
where he had hid his Treaſure ; this good 
lack might perhaps lay the Foundation of his 
wy Fortune, but did not raiſe it to that heighr, 
1008 to which it arrived ten years after, when 
there was no part of the World, from Perf/a 
to Andaluzia, that was not ſubſervient to'his 
Traffick. | 
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ea The difference of Religions hindred him 
any not from treating with Infidels; and the con» 


'}-ſtant correſpondence he kept with the Tark;/ 
* ay Emperours then regnant,cauſed thoſe Princes 
nel to let his Fa&ors ſettle themſelves in the 
' Of room of thoſe of Genoa, and Yenice, whom 
Dif for Reaſons of State they expelled out of the 
way moſt trading places of Thrace, and the lef- 
pulſer 4/a. The - Emirs of Babylon, and the 
dt Mamalukes of Egypt facilitated his Tranſpors 
0n ation of the Silks and moſt precious Com- 
ich modities of the Mogols Countrey, and he 
Yrialfimade fo good a hand of the needy Conditi- 
tneſon to which the Paleologi, Emperours of Con- 
untry 5 Stantinople, 


4 iv Sheree Hiſtary of M 

| flantinople, were reduced, To _ ſold him ; 
the beſt part ofthe Jewels, and ſplendid Fur 
niture, the remainders of the: Luxury of the 
Fuſtinians, and Porphyrogenitt, at very. low | 
rates. In a word, he arrived at that Wealth, 
and Power, that his Countrey-men, though 
uſed to the . ſame - immoderate gain, Brew 
Jealous of his Greatneſs, - 

The Goverment of: Florence at that time 
was Popular in appearance; but ſo temper'd, 
that the Ancient Families, which were.:the 
Strozzi, Peruzzi, Rurbadort and 4/bizzz, bore 
the. principal ſway: They. were not indeed 
very: well united among themſelves, but yet 
agreed in their, obedience to, him that was 
eldeſt among them, and perform'd his Com: 
mands with as much Zeal as if he had-been 
their Soveraign.,, Hence it came, . that their 
Head-found it ſo cafie to engage them in the 
ruine. of Coſmo de Medici. Aﬀter they . had 

Z reſolved themſelves to deſtroy him, they af 
8. ſembled the People on the ſudden, and roldJH 
them, Coſmo was the ſole author of the-mifſinc 
ſery to which the Republick of Florence wam 
then brought ; that it was he who keptſfrc 
Men at work at. Lyons, and Antwerp, upon ru 
thoſe Manuf2Qures which France, - SpainfBu 
and. England were wont to ſend for out glfw 
Tuſcany, and .who by. conſequence, undetfiinc 
pretence of ſelling better penny worths, oe vel 

Wwe 
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; | the Houſe of Medicis. 5 
> Þ the Bread out of his fellow Citizens Mouths,” 
'& to. inrich Strangers ; that there was not a 
© Merchant in Florence, let his credit be ne- 
yer ſo good, whom he did not ruine, by ad-, 
vancing of prodigious Sums before-hand” to” 
Wil thoſe that had occaſion, and by his crafty 'Y 
\Þ buying up of the fineſt Silks, and beft Spi- i 
me ces upon the place, and Tranſporting them at | 
'd I leſs charge, which made him more conſide- 
hel rably a gainer, though he ſold at cheaper 
ore rates; his Factors affording their Goods for 
dj lefs by one Third then others, which brought 
vet them in ſo much Cuitom, that all other 
va Warehouſes beſides their own were ſhut .up. 
m-|| There needed no more then thus to touch 
een upon the Peoples weak ſide, who were extra- 
erfordinary covetous, to ſtir them up againſt 
thell Coſmo de Medici; he was preſenrly order'd to 
dF bearreſted, and clapt up inPrifon, where he 
was carefully guarded to prevent his eſcape. 
oldJHis Enemies ſtopp'd here, becauſe they had 
ni4not at firſt plotted to do him any .further 
wajſmiſchief, imagining, that by keeping him 
eptirom ating, they ſhould ſufficiently inter- 
potrupt his Commerce, and eſtabliſh their own, 
ainfBut when they conſidered, that no Furipas 
t olflwas more ſubje& to ebb and flow than the 
ideffinconſtant humour of the Floreatines,who ne» 
ookver continued a week in the ſame mind, nor 
theſwere likely to do otherwiſe now, and that 
B 3 In 
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| in all events, their chief Magiſtrate, whom | 
_ they call Goxfalonier, changing every two. |. 
Months, it might very well come to pals, 1 


that che Peoples Votes might fall upon ſome, 
Friend of Coſmus, who would be fare to ſer 
him at Liberty. Upon theſe and the like re- 
flexions, the Priſoners Death was reſolved on, 


and the'fitteſt means to effect it long ſought, | 
for. A 
_ Some of the Aſſembly propoſed to try 


him- before the People; and undertook to 


find out Crimes, and Witneſſes ſufficient to. 


take away his Life. But others, who were 
more numerous, thought that way of Pro- 


ceeding would be too tedious ; and that } 


while they were about it, ſome Diſturbance 
or other would infallibly happen in the 
Town, which would be a Means to let him 


out of Priſon. They reſolved therefore to | 


diſpatch him as ſoon as poſſible ; and becauſe 


Poylſon was the ſecreteſt Means,that was ap» | 
proved of, In order to this, Rodolp Peruzzs, | 
the Head of that Family, and the moſt Con» 
fiderable of Coſmus his Enemies, was imploys»: 
ed to viſit and tamper with PFrederigo, 


Malavolti, the Keeper of the Publick 
Priſons, and to engage him not to let Coſmo. 
have any Meat brought him, but what they 
ſhould ſend him. Malavo/z;, in plain terms, | 
was a Man indifferent, neither (aned. go 
/ ad; | 
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| Bad; and being neither Coſmus his Friend, 
 F nor his Enemy, ſeemed not to decline an 
| Cry of making his Fortune, pro- 
vided it might be fo .contrived, that he 

| might have more Profit to hope for, than 
Danger to fear. Perruzzi founded him a 
| while before he open'd the Buſineſs, 
which he thought not fit todo, till he faw 
him diſpoſed to receive it calmly. But in 
/ | doing this, he committed a Fault, which No- 
> | vices in ſuch Intrigues are very fubjett to; 
>. | he ſpoiled the Buſineſs, by betraying too 
e 
= 


much eagerneſs to have it ſucceed. He of- 
"| fſerd Malavolti ſo conſiderable a Sum of 
t } Money at firſt daſh, that, though it were 
e ] not extravagant in reſpeCt of the vaſt Riches 
©} of Coſmo's Enemies, yet it cafily ſuggeſted 
nj to him whom it was offer'd to, that what 
O' | they asked of him was of mighty impor- 
© | tance, ſince they were ſo very liberal to ob- 
> | tain it. Upon theſe grounds he anſwered 
f, | Perruzzi in fuch Terms, as though they were 
- | ſomething doubtful, yet made him gueſs, if 
'* | he were not gained the firft time, the ſecond 
9.4 or third Onſet at moſt would make fure of 
& | him. Perruzzi ſatisfied to have advanced fo 
'0 } far, gave the reſt of the Conſpirators an ac- 
y'j count of what he had done. But while 
| they were thus preparing the Money and 
the Poyſon, Coſmys himſelf was ſtrangely di- 
wy. B 4 ſturbed 
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8 The Secret Hiſtory of 

ſturbed in his Thoughts. He was ofa pe» | 
netrating Wit, as, uſually all the, Florentines 
are ; and the perfe& knowledge he had of 
che Genius and Temper of his Enemies,made 
him quickly apprehend they would practiſe 
upon his Lite the very ſame way on which 
they had pitch'd. Upon this Suppoſition, 
he had not eaten one bit of what had been 

dreſs d for him in four days; which long 

Abſtinence {o weakned him, who was other: 
wiſe of a good itrong Conſtitution, that Ma: 

lavolti, who viſited him from time to time, 

was afratd he would ſtarve himſelf, and fo 

make him loſe the Money which was offer'd 

him. To prevent this, he weat into Coſmo's 

Chamber, whither he cauſed his Supper 

to be brought, taſted the Meat before: him, 

and with a chearful Countenance invited him 

to take part, After they had eaten, they had 

ſome Diſcourſe, in which Coſmo tailed not to 

znfinuate to his Hoſt, That rhough his Ene: 

mies were polleſs'd of his Eſtate, ,yet he had' 
Treaſure ſtill conceal'd in Florence, enough to 

enrich any man who durſt ſet himat liberty, 

Theſe Words made ſo much the more Im; 

preſſion on Malavelti, becauſe he was, not 
1gnorant of the common Report, That his 

Priſoner, for tear of appearing too rich 1a a 

Popular Government, had not yet taken all 
the ready Money out of the Ground, which 
| | | | Balthaſar 
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 Baithaſar Coſſa difcover'd to him at his death; 
And as weak Minds are always perſuaded by 


thoſe who ſet upon - them laſt, ' Mg/avol?t 
was eaſily convinc'd, there was'more to be 
got by Coſmo of Medici, than by Perruzzt, 
For this Reaſon he made it his Bus'neſs now 


to. chear up his Prifoner ; and. Coſmo, in 
Complement to him, told him, he could the 


rather wiſh to be rid of his Melancholy, that 
he might likewiſe contribute ſomething of 

his ſide to their Entertainment. Malavoltz 
replied, he would. ſoon cure him if he pleas'd, 
by bringing Farganaccio to dine with him 


next day, whoſe Company was ſo diverting, 


that -3t was impoſſible to .be weary of ir. 
This Farganaccio was a Fellow of very mean 
Birth, but the pieafantneſs of his Converſa- 
tion had gain'd him a Familiarity with the 
beſt Citizens of Florence. He always made 
one in Deſigns of Mirth and Pleaſure; and 
though he was of an Humour in ſoine things 


| paſſionate enough, yet he was-tor the moſt 


part ſo ſupple and complaiſant, that he never 
made any Quarrel. He Mimickt all ſorts of 
People admirably well ; and his Raillery, 
which he made uſe of upon all Occaſions, 
never carried him fofar as to ſpeak 1ll of any 
body. However, this Talent did not gain 
him that Eſteem with People of Quality 
which he ſeem'd to deſerve, becauſe he: was 

quite 
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quite another Man when he kept company\| 


with thoſe of his own Rank: for then' he' 
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gave himſelf all manner of Liberty, and']#) 
would be drunk with them ſeveral days to- | 


| the Beſt of the Citizens, thoſe eſpecially who 
had Power in the EleQtion of Magiſtrates, 
in whoſe opinion he paſs'd for a Buffoon, 


that without great indiſcretion was not to 


be truſted with any thing of Moment, Cof 
mus of Medicis, who knew him better, 
thought otherwiſe of him, diſtinguiſhing 
him from thoſe Gluttonous Bruits, who are 
ſo meerly to gratifie their Appetite, whereas 
he only indulged himſelf ſometimes,to baniſh 
troubleſome and afflifting thoughts ; and as 


ſuch, looked upon him not unfit to be im- 
ploy'd in fo hazardous an Aﬀair ; and there- 
fore told Malavolti, he ſhould be glad tobe 


diverted by him next day at noon. PFarga- 
waccio came, and was as facetious as what he 


could invent, or had learnt of that kind; 
cou'd make him : Coſmo ſeem'd not to be 
at all moved with it at firſt, but by de- 


grees gave way, and was ſo taken with him 


at laſt, that Malavolti before he went his ways 


immediately after Dinner, to diſpatch a- 
way ſome Letters in his Cloſet, and not 
judging it Civility to leave his Priſoner ſo 


ſoon alone, told him, that he begg'd his 
| Pardon, becauſe he Was going to leave him' 


for 


gether ; which rendred him contemptible to |j#" 


he! penſe, he left him with Farganaccio, whoſe 
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for a quarter of an hour, but that in recom- 


ay and jocund humour would afford him a 


'[much better entertainment. This wholly 
[jumping with Coſmo's deſires, he thanked 


him for his Courteſie, and as ſoon as he 
was gone, accoſting Fargazacczo, he careſsd 
him, and let him know, that it was 1n. his 


{power to be his Deliverer, and aſſurd him, 


that he ſhould want neither Money nor Jew- 
els, if he would undertake a Work both fo 
juſt and glorious. 

Farganaccio would at firſt have Comph- 
mented off the Buſineſs, waving it with ex- 
cuſes of its not lying in his power, but Co/- 
mo de Medici let him fee, that he knew 
him much better than he imagined. He 
diſcourſed him upon the ſecret Alliance he 
long had had with Bernardo Gauadagni, who 
was at that time Grand Goxfalonzere, that is 
to ſay, the Soveraiga Magiſtrate of Florence. 
He added, that as Guadagns had already been 
a Month ele&ted, and that by Conſequence 
he had but one Month more to be in his Ot- 
fice, there was no time to be loſt for the fa- 


| ving -an honeſt Man; that his Innocence 


was ſo obvious, that his very Enemies were 
perſwaded of it, and that all his pretended - 
Crimes were ſumm'd up in his having by 
lawful means rendred himſelf the richeſt Sub- 
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: Afterwards he fell to exag! perating the n#l T 


lice of thoſe 'who deſigned his Ruine, hell 


ran over the 'means my, had of bringing it hix 
to paſs, and without affording Farganaccis | 


the leiſure of making any anſwer, he con-: 
cluded his Diſcourſe: with ſlipping into his 
Hand half a Ring, in order to his carrying it 


to the Prior. of the Facobins, who would. 


no ſooner ſee it, but he wou'd give him 


a hundred Crowns of Gold,which he beſought | 


him to accept for the firſt Preſent ; and a 
thouſand others, which he' defired him to 
preſent to Gadagnz on his behalt. 


T cannot fay which moſt pleaſed Parga- 


zaccio, the Liberality of Coſmo de Medici, 
or the: extream confidence he put in him ; but 
this I know: that either the one or other of 
thoſe two Qualities ſtagger'd him ſo much, 


that he had alread pouched the half Ring, 
and ſwore ſecreſie and fidelity to his new. 
BenetaCtor, when that Malawelt; came in; 


to 'em again, and obliged them by bis pre- 


ſence to behave 'emſelves after a leſs ſerious 


manner. 
"They ſtay'd not long together,and Farga- 


zaccio took his leave of 'em as ſoon as'he: 
could, under colour of a meeting he had ap» 
pointed for the Evening, but in efteR, to re- 
turn unto his own Houſe, and there concert. 


what he had to do. He examined all the 
| Motives 


1 the. Elonſe of Medici. | 
_{Motives capable of'rying/himito: keep or dis 
i-Jyert him from his Word with, 'Coſmo ; But 
&[ig-fige, the hopes - of becoming; Rich, made 
t]hm-,fully reſolve upon ſticking. to his Pro» 
70. | miſe, .. The next : Morning at break'of Day 
1- | he-went, to the . Monaſtery ofthe Facobins, 
1s | where-he ſaw-the. Prior; and-leading him in+ 
it [knſibly into. a, þy-place, he ſhew'd him-the 
4 balk. Rang, and: inſtantly . received: the Sup 
thatched been; promiſed him, and that which 
| was-to; be,preſented.to Guadagyi, 

. Then he march'd.diredtly tothe Gonfalon;- 
0 | eres Palace,and tho the Porter let; him know 
bs Lord was ftill-afleep, yet he went into 

a« | his Ghamber, a:long famiharity; having ac- 
4, | quired him that Priviledge, - He waited till 
ut | Gradagyi was awake, and 'the firſt thing he 
of } did after having Goodmorrow'd him, was 
1, | telling - over beftore- his Face the Charming 
7, | Crowns of Gold which he brought. Guadagyz 
w | ſurpriz'd at this novelty, asked him, who had 
n,| made. him ſo Rich; and Farganacczo reparteed, 
e- | that he was only his Treaſurer; And there- 
15 | upon,:putting on his Gravity, he told the 
| Gonfaloniere his Days before adventure, with- 
7- | out the leaſt Diſguiſe. He was allow'd a 
ec. | more fayourable hearing than he expected : 
>- | For though Guadagni was none of Coſme's 
e- | Friends, yet neither was he his Enemy, and 
t [as he had never had any difterence with him, 
E e 
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he wav'd\ entring into the' League that 
formed for his'Ruine. © 
This Conſideration- joined: to the Tnfh 


ces of  Farganaccio, and'the glory of fret me [x 
out of danger an innocent Perſon of Coſmo | i 
Medici's Merit, who was capable of acknoyj.| be 
ledging moſt'magnificently the Services thy 4 
up 


were done him, made him accept the thow| lit 
fand Crowns;and engag'd him by conſequetiee 
to ſet all Hands at work for his Deliverance] & 
He wiſely foreſaw, that in' caſe he gave the| 
leaſt tirne to the Priſoner's Adverfaries, they a1 
would prefs Malavolti to poyſon him ; al EH 
that if Malavelti perſiſted to fence off the] C: 
Undertaking, they had fufficient Credit in| pl 
Florence to raiſe adangerous Sedition, by en-| 10 
gagingall the Mobile of their Dependency ty] 8 
take Arms, and by leading 'em direly: to W 
the Prifons ; which it would beeaſie for theil 
to" force, and thege maſſacre; Coſmes, afort} ® 
the Magiſtrate could uſe any Preventioii| 
Wherefore this Stroke was to be parry'4q]0 
off by a ſubtile Counter-ſtratagem. He pre h 
tended to lend an Far to thoſe that ſollici 0 
red him to declare himſelf againſt Coſmo dt h 
Medici, and perſwaded 'em ſo cunningly that| Þ 
he was as keen as they upon this Prifoner,| © 
that they fancy'd, they had drawn him into 3 
their Enterpriſe. | 

Of this an Account was given in their | 
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» | Paing Coſmo, and, renew'd that which bad 

y| been rejected, of ruining him by Form of 

hal Law. Guadagyi deſiring nothing more than 

of] the having reduc'd them'to this Point, took 

nelupon him to favour 'em in all that ſhould 

&| depend on the Magiſtracy. The Enditemenx 

thilwas drawn up by the Subalternate Judges, 

hey and. carried afterwards to the. Council of 

> Eight, where Matters of State are.examined. + 

the] Coſmo de Medici was there accusd of having 

ig] plotted againſt the Liberty of his Country ; 

en-| loog Hearings were given to the Delatores 

 tol and Evidences : the Witneſſes depoſed, and 

- to were confronted ; and in few days-the;- Af. 

etl fair was in that poſture, as caſt -Coſmo into 

ore] a ſtrange uncertainty of his Life, notwith- 

of} anding that his Conſcience reproach'd him 

y4] not in- the- leaſt, and from time to time 

Yel he receiv d from Farganaccio ſecret Advices 

ici of his having nothing to fear. Guadagy# 

|| haſt'ned the Proceedings as much as poſſibly 

hat] he could, and Coſmo de Medici his Enemies 

1er | contributed thereunto with all their might, 

atol as being prepolſleſsd with an Opinion, 
| that it was their Intereſt ſo to do. Never- 

cir} theleſs, in this they were deluded, and 

ly, | Guadagni 
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Ouadagn? the* -more cleaverly' bubbl'd thel 


Credulity': ' for © having adjuſted "his "In- 
frigues in'th# Council-of Eight,” and ſeeut'd 


a number of 'Suffrages ſufficient to-exethpt 


the Defendent from Death;he cauſed thePro- 
ceſs to be”ſurtitiy'd up two days ſooner than 
was expected by the ' Enemies of Coſi, 
and he himſelf /pronounc'd a Sentenee 
which deſerves the being warily examined, 
ſcing it Has no- Circumſtances bye what are 
very Curious. 

-» He had Hudiciouſly foreſeen, that in cafe 
the 'Priſoncr' was abſolved, he would be al- 
moſt in'#s"great danger as if he had been 


condemned to - Death, becauſe his Enemies 


weredaily taking Partics to aſlaſſinate' him; 
and this was the Reaſon which hindred hit 
from dechating him Innocent. | Neither was 
he1gnorant, that it was the making him run 
the ſame hazard, to impoſe upon! him' any 
ether fort of Puniſhmene than that of Exils, 
by: reaſon- of the Power of his Adverfaries 


throughout 'all "the Territory of Florence? 


and this it was that biaſs'd- him for Baniſh- 
ment. He was-convinc'd. that if he waited 
for the Day appointed for the Senitence, 
Coſmo's Enemies would appear there with 
an Equipage capable of doing Violence 
to the Magiſtrates, and ſo have exzcu- 
ted with their own Hands what ſhould 
have 
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«| haye been wanting to the,Rigour of the Sen- 
Sane | TELE DD CCD RACE Ms: af 
[| tence ; ,and, this made him,anticipate.it. _In 


rl foe, He knew, that, at Jcaſt, without going 
;| himſelf, wich, all the Officers, of Juſtice, to 
1 | free Coſmo de Medici out of Priſon, and con- 
aj; | duct him to the very Territories of another 
- | Soveraign , thoſe: who aimed at his Life 
mo, | | £ aſe 
ic | would be ſoon enough on Horſeback to 
4. | {nap or kid-nap him upon the Ways; ,and 
js this made him put, that expreſs Clauſe in the 
Sentence, under pretext that Coſmo de Medic? 
fc | Bis Friends, were ſufiiciently powerful to re- 
Fe ſcue him from the Rigour of Juſtice, Thus 
en | be Ordaind,: That Coſmo thould.be forth- 
wr with baniſh'd for ever from the City. and 
1. | State of Florence ; and that the Magiſtrate 
=þ , 


5 | ould go inceſlantly and fetch him out of 
Priſon, and conduct him till the full Execu- 


aſl - | 
of | £10N of the Sentence, 
by This was accordingly executed with that 


Diſpatch, as ſtartled the moſt vigilant of 
Coſmo his Friends, and his very Enemies too. 
| The Prifoner knew nothing of the Sen- 
4. | tence, but by the ſignification that was made 
«4 | fo him thereof, though he had ſcouting 
abroad a great number of truſty Spies; and 
the Keeper Malavelti, was 1uch amaz'd to 
ſee he was robb'd of his Priſoner, and de- 
priv'dat the ſame time ot all the advantages 
16 he might have reap'd from a longer Cuſto- 
C dy. 
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dy. But Coſmo de Medici, his Enemies fell | 
into an extream Conſternation, when they 
learnt all at a clap, that he had been try'd, 
put out of Priſon, and condutted to the 
Frontiers. | ; 
This News, breaking all their Meaſures, 
made ſuch an operation in their Minds,as was 
extreamly propitious to their Enemy ; For 
they left off purſuing him until they had 
anew conſulted among themſelves in what 
manner to proſecute their aims ; and this little } 
Truce gave Coſmo deMedici timeto draw from 
Floyence,and the Parts adjacent,the better part 
of the Effe&ts he had there lying conceal'd, 
All their fury was bent againſt Gzadagn, 
and his Poſterity ſtill ſmarts at this day, for 
the Loſfes they made him ſuffer, tho' Ca 
terina de Medici, being become Queen of 
France, tranſplanted it into that Kingdom, | 
and it lately Commanded the Armies 
of the French Monarch in Africa, They 
Tuind his Commerce, + they diſcredited 
him among Strangers,and with the very ſame| 
Pcople that adored him afore, they 1o-pet- 
plex'd his Magiſtracy, that it was more bur- 
denſome to him than uſeful, and their rageſ 
proceeged ſo far, as to endeavour the ex: 
citing a Sedition, in order to the depoting 
im before the expiration of the time aprl g 
pointed for his remaining Goxfaloniere, But h K£ 
19912 if 
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the Houſeof Medicis Wo 


not 
approved by the old Blades,and they left Gaa- 


dagni to finiſh out the Month ordained by 


the Laws. 
However far all this, he came not off at a 


{| cheaper rate ; for no ſooner was he re;eft» 


tred into a private Condition, than that he 


fell under the Proſecution of the Law. He 
was ſummon'd to give a ſevere account of 
| his Adminiſtration ; his moſt innocent A- 
\fions were rendred Criminal, and he com- 


peld to undergo the ſame Puniſhment he 


had impoſed on Coſmo de Medici, Some 
probability there is, that tlitty would have: 
puſht on farther their Attacks, 1f thoſe who 


demanded his Life, had not found two in- 
vincible Obſtacles to their Deſign ; the one 


From the Relations Guadagni had on his 
fide', 


who upheld him too powerfully 
with the new Goxfaloniere, and the other 


from the Nobility, who did not conſent 
| but with regret ro the Exile of their ancient 
Magiſtrate, and declared openly , that 
of any thing more was expected from them, 
Te 


y wou'd take up Arms, and diſunite 
themſelves.from the Commons. | Guadagn; 
being expelF'd his Country, retired to Coſmo 
ge Medici at Venice, where they both joyntly 
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d to- procure their Re eſtabliſh- 
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20 The Secret Hiſtoryof 
ment,.. This was not fo difficult a- matter Þ 
for Whcr of them to compaſs ina junCture, . 
when their Intereſts were -joyned, as if 
they had been ſeparated, becauſe the mu- 
tuai Friends they had at Florence, having +| 
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had tie leiſure to know, and put an entire 
Confidence in each other, took more fitting 
meaſures for that purpoſe,” and .caus'd Let- 
ters in Cypher to be delivered, ever and 
anon to the Exiles, by which they gave 
'em to underſtand, that they needed only 
preſcribe to them the Method that was to 
be followed in the purſuit of their Re- 


| peal. - 


-- Guadagni, Whoſe humour 'was more fſin- 
cere, but more impatient too than that of 
Coſmo de Medici, wou'd have had it gone 


about immediately, and that by the wonted 


ways. But Coſmo de Medici, who better 
underſtood the Genius of the Florentines, to 


be brought over, and the obſtinacy of the] 


Perſons that made Head againſt *em, was 
of Opinion to take a much longer Cir- 


*cuit. He propos'd that his Friends ſhoud 


aſſemble with thoſe of Gaadagnz, that they 


ſhould pitch upon the Perſon of 'em all moſt] 


proper to mannage the Affair in hand, and 


adjuſt their Intrigues for the chuſing a Gon 


faloniere, and then ſtart and fall to urging 


he Repzal. This Expedient was at lengfl 
4 judgi 
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F judg'd the moſt: healing by Guadigni him- 
felt, who gave way, and writ in Gonſe- 
quence to thoſe of his Faction. They appoin- 
ted the Rendezvous to Coſmo de Medici his 
| Friends in the! Monaſtery de a Reparata. 
| They agreed upon the neceſſity of procu- 
* | ring a Supreme Magiſtrate to be choſen 
> | that was of their own Body, They Exa- 
j min'd in order the fitteſt Perſons for that 
e 
Y 
0 


Dignity, and concluded at laſt upon the Per- 
ſon of Njcolo Cocco, a Friend of Guadagnz's. 
They Cabal'd for the Suftrages the two enſu-. 
ingMonths inhis favour ; and as he was equal- 
ly belov'd by the Nobility and the People, 
they found ,no great trouble in obtainin 
them. Not: but that Coſmo: de Medici his 
®*{ Enemies did oppoſe the Eleftion, when he 
4 | was put into - Nomination; but they 
"© perceived it ſo late, that they had not the 
leiſure either to Concert . among them- 
ho ſelves, or put in prectice the Artifices necef- 
| fary to clude it. 
Thus was Cocco Elefted Gonfaloniere, and 
y did not fruſtrate the hopes which the Exiles 
*"f had conceived of his Fidelity. By little and 
n little, he accuſtomed the Florentines ro hear 
0] them named in Publick Aſſemblies, and in 
. | good part to hear them mentioned. Tien 
| fell he to offer things in their juſtification, 
tl 22d ſucceeded immediately in what regard- 
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ed the Perſoti of Gnadayns fir 1 as Fgs J 
arcio had ated his part fo cunningly;' avs | 
- that the World had not had the leaſt ſafe | 
piciof of his- Inirrigue, thoſe very Perſons 
who had moſt contributed to Gaadagniy | 
Baniſhment, did not reckon him culpable | 
of ought elſe, than the being hurry'd on 
| by an exceſs of Zeal to free out of Pris 
fon a Man he thowght Innocent ; beſides 
that, they were perſwaded, that by ſlacks. 
ning in the Perſon of Gaadagri, they ſhould 
be the les ſuſpe&ted of Eavy and Partiali». 
ty, when they ſhould come to ſtruggle # 
|  , gainſt the Repeal of Coſmo de Medicz, which 
E: was to them of much other Importance. 
g "But an accident they had not foreſeen, 
ſurprized in this point the Delicacy of their } 
Reafoning : For in a ſhort time after G#4s 
dagni's return to Florence, Coſmo de Mes. 
dict, who try'd all poſſible ways for his be } 
ing recall'd, bethought himſelf to ſettle at} 
Venice the Center and Staple of his Comes 
merce, and there have the, Manufactures | 
wrought, which were afore ſo done by his | 
Orders in the City and Territory of Flo- 
rence, From hence enſu'd two notable In- ] 
conveniences to the Florentines; the ons, | 
that as there are Connexions and Depens 
F dancies in point of Traffick, which are on- | 
7 ly well WO by thoſe that meddle that. 
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rce of Coſmo de Medici 
> | coming to change its Principal Place, made 
|} g Ceſlation to that of the Principal Mer. 
8 | chants of Florence, or at leaſt weakned it 
s | in ſuch manner, that theſe publick Com- 
: Pplaints were daily heard to ring, (ze Per- 

| fonne ne gaignoit plus rien, That Trading's 
| now guite Dead. The other Inconvenience 
&s | was, that the common People lofing the 
| certain occaſion of dayly getting Money by 
Id } working the ManufaQtory, and not finding 
Is. any body that employ'd 'em in other Works, 
+ | there was all of a ſudden ſuch a ſtrange 
ll | Revolution made in Peoples Minds, that the 

-| recalling of Coſmo de Medici was wilh'd for 
n, | by all the - Corporations which compoſed 
It | the Republick, with ſo much eagerneſs, that 
# } his Enemies durſt not traverſe it any longer. 
ſe]; Thus Cocco had nought elſe to do, than 
& Þ to put this ” 9s into Deliberation, and 
at | caſt up the Suffrages of thoſe who were to 
- | ordain it. Coſmo de Medici thank'd the Se- ; 
| nate of Yexice for the ProteQion they had 
afforded him, and return'd to Florence with 
- | Acclamations that already diſtinguith'd him 
n-| from private Perſons,.. He received Viſits 
1 from all the Orders, and honeſt Malavelti 
'fail'd not co crowd in with thoſe who went 

-| to Congratulate his Return. Coſmo received _ 
at | him with very particular Careſſes, and Ma- 
y, .h + & {auoiti, 
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24 . The Secret Hiſtory of 
 lavolti, whether he expetted ſome reward, 
or out of an itch yſual in' Old Men, he 
'would derive a vanity from what he had 
wav'd doing, he chanc'd to bolt out tg 
Coſmo de Medici, that he was more obligq 
to him than he imagin'd. Coſmo not un" 
derſtanding the ambiguous ſenſe of the 
Words ; anſwered him very civilly, that he ih 
was ſenſible he had favour'd him with all th 
imaginable Obligations, ; and Malavolti re. A 
ply'd with ſome emotion, but you do not Þ # 
think you are indebted to me for your Life Þ fo 
Coſmo then perceived that Malavolrti had 1 
grudging to inform him of athing to which] fo. 
he was till then a ſtranger, but as he was notY na 
in a place fitting to receive an Illuſtration. # 
of this nature, he pretended not to have {ee 
ſmelt out any thing new, and reſted fatif th 
fied with telling Ma/avo/ti, that he knew} G 
himſelf eternally his Debtor. Then he'4 
turn'd to other Perſons of Quality, whoſj up 
came to Complement him on the occaſion, 'th 
and there the Converſation fell. But as ſoon} T 
as Coſmo de Medici had got rid of his Vi it 
fits, he went to pay a private one to Ma] of 
lavolti, when putting him again on thef-th 
Diſcourſe, which he ſaid rhey had been con-|| fle 
ſtrain'd to interrupt, by ' reaſon of there beÞ| pe 
ing too many Witneſſes, he put him fo mw} D 
ny Queſtions, and led him through ſo many 
turning: 


to ſollicite him, and had offer'd him a con- 


| fderable ſum to diſpoſe him not to give 


his Priſoner any-other Food than what he 
ſhould cauſe to be prepared for him. Upon 
this Information Coſmo de Medic: made | his 
Addreſſes and- Complaints to the Gonfalo- 
riere, upon which an Order was iſſued out 
for the taking Perruzzz into Cuſtody. 

The Barrigel of Florence ſeized the Per- 
fon of Perru4zzi, who out-fac'd the Exami- 
mtion, but not his Confrontation with 


.Malavolti, He own'd the Fac, and then 


ſkeing they were going to put him upon 


the Rack, he diſcover'd all the ſecret of the 
Conſpiracy againſt Coſmo Je Medici. Nicolo 
"Albizzi, and Palla Strozzi, were taken up 
upon his ' Depoſition, being the Heads of 
three Illuſtrious Families of the ſame Name. 
'The Council of -Eight try'd the Cauſe, and 


it was paſt all Queſtion, rhat the Suffrages 


'of the Judges were leaning to Death, when 


that Coſmo de Medici making a ſerious Re- 
flexion upon his own Interefts, refolv'd and 


Pperceiv'd, that if he perſever'd to have the 
| Death of ſo many Perſons of Quality, he 
ſhould incur an immortal hatred, and would 


make 


4 the Elouſe of Medicis. _ a 
| turnings and mazes of pumping, that the ho- 
| neſt Man, after having ſpent all his put ops 

and ſhiftings, was at length reduc'd to con: g 
| fels, that Perruzz? had been ſeveral times 
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make ſo many his Enemies, that it would 
be - impoſſible for him to live at PFlorenc [La 
tMence-forward without Guards, which |: 
could not be granted him in a Republick [fn 
without Magiſtracy, which however he ha4 Jl 
propoſed to himſelt never to accept : Where-Jbn 
as if he contented himſelf with cauſing 'em [Al 
to be puniſh'd in a perpetual Baniſhment; ]& 
on the one ſide he delivered himſelf from Fri 
the only Perſons from whom he need toy 
fear a ſecond ſtaggering of his Fortune, | thi 
and on the other, he did not puſh any of oi 
his Enemies into deſpair. On the contre be 
ry, he reconcil'd himſelf with thoſe who ty 
had Souls ſo Noble, as to be touch'd with} Pe 
an Heroick ACt of Gallantry. "'f 
This it was which made him take ney 
meaſures with his Friends, and ſollicite fat 
thoſe whoſe Ruine he had vow'd. The Judgs 
willingly acquieſced in the Requeſt he made 
'em, there being very little of any othe 
bodies Intereſts than his own in this Afiaiy 
and beſides, they did not without Re 
Iudtance go about to make ſo great an Ex 
ample in a Popular State, Thus the Cri Pr 
minals came off with a perpetual Exile M 
after they had been made ſenſible they 
would not have been treated with ſa mudian 
Clemency, if they had not found in the* 
Heart of him they had offended Sentyo 
ments]- 


; » 


| "the Heſs of Mediets. 4s | 
4 meat contrary to the ſeverity of the | 
ce [Laws 
h * Coſmo de Medici having rid himſelf of his 

+ Enemies under ſo plauſible a Pretext, had 

d hardly ought elſe to do, than to' reap the 
Fruit which his Fortune had produec'd hitn, 

m | All thoſe who pretended to the Magiſtra« 
it; | were not fatisfied with Courting his 
m | friendſhip, they affe&ted ſuch a Dependan- 
tolty on his Will, that there was now tio- 
ie, | thing done of ,moment without having 
of | conſulted Coſmo. The Houſe he cauſed to 
+ | be built, not very Stately indeed, but ve- 
hofity Spacious and Convenient, was the ſecret 
«| Place where the Reſolutions were brooded, 

- that were afterwards to be hatcht in the 
ew Council of Eight; and here it was that 
far they concluded to humble the Pride of the 
ogh fiſfoians, who had made an InſurreQon, 
def with a general Deſtruftion of their Houſes, 
heffind they examined a way to reduce 
inf by mildneſs the Piſans, who afterwards 
Re[fell into the ſame faulr, that they might 
Ex baulk the Neighbouring Potentates of a 

Ir Pretext to intervene and meddle in thoſe 
ile} Matters. 

. Yer this was done with fo little Noiſe 
uciJand Pomp, that the People of Florence, tho" 
heſextraordinany Jealous oftheir Freedom, did 
ntÞaot conceive any Umbrage upon theſe Mo- 
nts] - tions, 


\ 
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—_.. The Secret Hiſtory of FT 
| tions, becauſe that Coſmo'de Medici was be * 
come more circumſpe&t by his owu 'Expe fc 
rience, and lived after a manner as was in; 
nothing different from that.of mean Citi I; 
zens. He' had openly declared that he would 


not aſpire to any Magitftracy, nor would I. 
he accept any in caſe it was offer'd: him, « 


and he held fo firm upon this Article, T, 

that after having himſelt-quaſht divers CI 
bals in his Favour, he obtained there ki 
ſhould be no more talk of him in Ele&& of 
ons. However he failed not to appear. an( 
a&t efficaciouſly 'in Publick Aſſemblies, but 
it was ever after a diſintereſſed manner in 
appearance, and only to ſupport Me 
rit when it was known, or for the mani: 
fefting it when it was not. Otherwiſe he 
was ſeen to. walk alone, and on foot in the 
Streets. His Cloaths were plain, and fo 
modeit his Table, that there were no otherf 
Provifions ſpent than what his Country 
Houſe of Mugello furniſht. He had not one 
uſeleſs Domeſtick, or - what ſerved for 
State and Ornament ; each had his: ſeveral 
Employment, and medled not with what] 
others did. 

It did not appear that Coſmo do Medici 
had any other Application than Merchar- 
dize, and as he had admirable ſucceſs, and} 
he was Kell introducing fome Florerf 
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bei; by turns into mY Sotiety of hisTradeahd 
Gain,the morehegot,the more was he bleſſed 
yin the Town ;fo far were they from entertain= 
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Teſtimony, that in ſo lon 


ſs, any jealouſie on that account, *tho' his 
ins were greatand frequent : For he per: 
haps was the only man ro whom all thoſe 
yh have traded with him have oven this 
o a Life as was his, 
and during fiity tour years of continual traf- 
fick in {forts of things,in all the noted Marts 
of the known World, he had ever had the 
happineſs of never ſuffering any loſs, and of 
never lofing any opportunity-of gaining. 
” Not but that he expended much, and even 
Morethan was ſuitable to a private Perſon 


| in the Alms he diſtributed; and in the Edifi- 


ts of Piety which he cauſed to be built : 
But the People, as I have already obſerved, 


were fo prepoflefied with the thought that 


it wasonly with the Money of Balthaſar Cof- 
Fa, and for the Executing the ſecret Orders 
| whichthat degraded Pope had left him, that 


what matter tho' they faw him found Ho- 
| {| Litas re-eſtabliſh Monaſteries deſolated by 


"the Fattion of the Gue!phs, and build new 
'ones, they commended Coſmo de Medici his 
| Piety, and did not penetrate farther into 

-the bottom of his heart. He liv'd at this 

'rateuntoan extreme old Age, without ſuffe- 


' ring any inconveniences, and dyed in the 


Arms 
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Arms of his Friends. He was .enterred n en 
the Church of St. Lorenzo which he hins{ 


ſelf had built, where the Publick erefted 7” 


him a kind of Mauſoleum, in the Frontiſpiege| iv 
of which there was written in Lat», CobF0 
mus Medicis fitus eſt decreto publico Pater Pa 
trig. By order of the Commonewealth, here lit} 
Coſmo de Medici, ſurnamed the Father of his a 


Country. 


| He left.a Son. called Piero, who hadjvlc 


- but one of his Father's good qualities,namely, | 


that of husbanding his Eſtate. He had ne {Mt 
ther the Will to acquire any, nor a Soul «| 
pable of Publick Aftairs. It was too much{/o 
Wound up 1n it ſelf, and in his DomeſtichIi 
Matters, as if Nature had given it no vaſteFi 
Extent, Not that any thing had been neg[6i 
lected as might ſerve to enlarge it, andVitt 
make it take a much higher flight : For theſth 
famous Poggzo having chargd himſelf with{f 
his Education, had given him the PreceptsÞd) 
of the Greek and Latin Tongue, he had en. 
deavoured to render him a Philoſopher, - butÞ* 
ſeeing his underſtanding was not capable offi 
ſerious matters, he humbled the Mufc 
jeſty of his ſtile, even to the Compoſing 
Books of Stories at leiſure hours, Wl 

He did not ſtick to mingle therein, an int 
finite number of unbeſeeming circumſtancesÞE 
as knowing very well this to be the laſt [#0 
crety” 
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iaferetfor the diffipating rhe numneſs and ſtu» 
" ofathon of his Scholar. Nevertheleſs Pic» 
ed [ro de Medici continu'd ſtill in his Primitive 
x |dulneſs. He had only comprehended things 
of $bf his own reach, andtho' he wanted neither 
24 [Curioſity nor Application to the moſt ſub» 
ie | lime, he never cou'd attain 'em. In a word, 
his | be feem'd only to be bornfor the renewing in 
* [his time and Commonwealth the example of 
ad [od Carg's Son, whom: the Romays made uſe 
ly, to ſhew the great difference there was com» 
ie | monly between Great Men and the Chil- 
& [dren they left behind 'em. And indeed Pze+ 
<1 de Medici not only wanted the Virtues of 
ick}tis Father, but beſides he had neither his 
teh father's good Meen nor vigorof Body, The 
| Gout which had begun to torment him at fif- 
inditen years of age, had almoſt robbd him of 
the the uſe of hands and feet, and reducd him 
ithjfo budge no otherwiſe from home, than 
pts 4 being carry'd 1n a Litter to Mugel» 
EN» | Ws | 
but}: His Father had plainly forefeen thar theſe 
> offtatural infirmities would undermine all the 
Maſfoundations of the greatneſs of his Fami- 
ingfly, and fell about remedying them by all 
"Ihe ways his Policy could ſuggeſt : For at 
in-home he had acquired Friends mm all the 
ces Orders of the Republick, and had engag'd - 
[thoſe Friends to maintain him by 'zn encer- 
cret | | courſe 


| Te Secrer 2 Hiſtory of. * 
courſe. of Intereſts, which, could mitna * I 
mote | cloſe; or -more neceſſary. He: 
CulPd:out ſome among 'em to ſerve him: roſh 
Counſel, and: others he appointed for the ja 
Execution-rof- what ſhould be undertaken 1 
moſt nice. or: bold, according to the Di 
verſity. of their Genius and. Profeſtion |! 
Abroad he: had made, alliance with two aſt 
the-/greateſt»Potentates that were eel 
Traly, namely - Ferrand of Arragon, King, 
Naples, and Galeazzo. Sforza Duke o. Ma 
Andas it was certain, that /zaly in "ia 
had nothing to fear, as long as thoſe two 
Princes ſhould a&&:in unanimity and Conjusl}, 
tion, it was no leſs 'indubitable, . that ti . : 
State.of Plorence 1n particular would not-ſu 
ter any alteration, | as::long as they., woull 4 
maintain by; their Authority the Govertſy, 
menti that was-ithere eſtabliſhed. 

Yet notwithſtanding all theſe Precautions i 
Coſmo de Medici had na fooner his Eyes closdf had 
but there aroſe in Florence againſt his Solf no 
a Faction more formidable without Compal; 
riſon, than had been thar of Perruzzi, It tice 
not well known who began it, but the fl Wo: 
27s were one of the moſt 1Iluſtrious Houl - 
of Florence, and the moſt knowing knen: # 
not of any more Ancient ; they only yd,” 
ded in Riches to that of Medici, and ih : on 
jealouſie they had of 1 it, proceeded from thi 

batinſ ol 
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hating that fort of Goods which Chance, 
induſtry, or Warineſs bring, they exceeded 
Mit in all thoſe which come from Birth and 
*#Iſcrtue. They were three Brothers, and ſe- 
Men Couſin-Germans of the fame Name, 
2Iybo had all mingl'd the Profeſſion of Arms 
* with the Study of Polite Learning : And as 
*Ithe Works in Verſe and Proſe, which (till 
f temain of their Compolure, are authentick 
A Proofs of the Beauty of their Genzz; the Hi> 
*YIftory of the Civil War, that ruſfld the King- 
"0m of Naples under Ferrand the Old, gives 
Woh advantageous an Account of their Valour, 
Un that there's no room for wonder, that they 
by. uld not without ſome uneaſineſs endure to 


lube. preferr'd before *em in the Adminiftrati- 


bn of Publick Afairs, ſuch a Man as Piero de 
TMedici, whoſe Father perk'd up onely out 


Hot the Order of bare Gentlemen, that was - 
A Ilmoſt the onely one of his Name, and who 


oy tad not for his own part neither a Wit flrong 
Sol mough ro give Counſels to the Republick, 
Por Feet in a condition to go where the Sere 
It. ice of his Country might call him, nor Arms 
5 Y meorous enough to defend it agunlt its Ene- 

Ines. 


neF This was what made the P3rti's proceed 
Som the Averſion of the Medici, and the 
Fontempt of Pzero's Perſon, to the Deſgn 
uf diſfatching him cut of the World, Ir 
108k. D was 
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ET > © The Secret Hiſtory of _ = 2 
was impoſſible to bring this about by any py 

. . other way than that of Aſſaſſination ; andy 

the Meaſures to that purpoſe were . nick}; 

for the time he ſhould return from his Cougſ4, 
try-Houſe, whither he had caus'd himſelf toll; 
be carried, for the enjoying the Delights of De 
the Fair Seaſon, whoſe uſe was not obſtru&;, 
ed by his Infirmities. His Houſe at Florenelq; 
was ſituated at the bottom of the Town J,, 
near a Gate, which was ſeis'd on by the Conf; 
ſpirators, there to do the Feat. Afterwardſyy 
they were to have put Pero de Medici's Heallyj 
upon the top of a Pike, to carry it alongf,q 
the Streets, and cry Liberty ; vo afſemble}- - 
thoſe of their Faction, and lead 'em direQlyj;e 
to the Town-houſe, convening the Peay, 
ple, and cauſing the Magiſtrates to be defigg 
poſed, and others put in their room, wha, 
ſhould baniſh all thoſe of the Houſe of Male, 
dici that were ſuſpeCted by. them, and would & 
give them the Confiſcation of the Riche,j 
they had ſcrap'd together. hid 
. Spies were ſent to ſcout abroad, to diſco, 
ver the Hour and Day of Piero de Medidiy,, 
Return; and to a Minute was it know®dhy,, 
The Ruffitans took their Poſt, and Perl, 
who was 1n a Litter, followed onely by twlfh, 
of his Servants, was going to ſtumble intaſp,, 
their Hands, when out of a meer Whim, aff, 
ſecret Foreknowledge of the Danger thi; 
; Y threatneq#” 


the Flouſe of Medicis | 35 | 


| threatned him, the fancy took him, before 
The went to his own Home, to call in a: - 
l the Houfe of a Friend of his, Zanti by 
} Imame, who dwelt juſt at the Top, that is, 
{the other end of the City, without other 
i] he 1gn however,than to ſurpriſe him wit! 
*[:1n unexpeRed Viſit, and with him chat away 
"| pme Hours. Wherefore, thither he went, 
Mind found Lant/, who would needs mak: 
MJhim ſtay and ſup with him, and ſent him 
'Ghway ſo well accompanied, becauſe it was 
Wight, that there was now no means of 
'h King any _Inſulr upon him, 
"The Aſlafſinates, who expeted him out 
Ugg the Gates of the Town, near his own 


Wl | 
Mouſe, under colour of Breathing and Exer- 
| elitos their Horſes, ſeeing the Night come, 
b ab: Sand their Poſts, and return'd into the 


#4 


"2 ſlipping under the Avenues of Piero 
& Medici's Houſe: But as there were ſeve- 
al, and that by conſequence they mult d:- 
| Tic: themſelves to keep 'em, Piero de Medic: 
ſcof gieturning home, found, onely three or four 
cl Aarmed Men, that knew him well enough, 
k "| ut let him paſs without faying any thing 
8 him, becauſe they faw him in too good a 
ra FFoſture to be attack'd. They rook their 
int potions from their ſeveral Stations oi 
j- Fentinel, and withdrew to the Rendezvous, 
Ghere it was reſfoly'd, that they ſhould 1n- 


tn df | | D 2 ſtantly 
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ſtantly return into Romagya, from whence I 
the Pitti's had ſent for 'em, except one of 0 
their Company, whom they left at Florence] iy 
to receive the Money that had been pro. yp 
mis'd 'em. There was a long, Conteſt upontÞ 
this Payment, becauſe rhe Deputy of the | 
Ruftans pretended to receive the full Sum 
which his Accomplices had agreed upon forPF 
the committing the Murder ; and his RexJ* 
ſon was, That it was' none of their fault, 19? 
that it was not done ; that they had done 
their endeavour to execute it ; that they had 
ran the riſque of being taken ; and that aſ4* 
the fault lay wholly ar the Pitt's door, thatÞ®'* 
had not rightly laid their Plot, 1t was not '% 
juſt that thoſe who had not contributed anyſ8* 
thing to their Faulr, ſhould have the lei 
Reward, The Pittrs, on the contrary, ny 
' maint2in'd, That the Blow not having miſsq 4 
by any Cowardiſe or Negligence,which they 
could Le reproach'd with , but through ae 
meer Caprice of Fortune, that had robb 
'em of the ViRtim juſt upon the point it wa + 
to have been facrific'd, they could onely bl 
tax'd hali the Sum they had promiſed, The tan 
ofter'd however to pay it all, nay, to conlig | 
it into a third Hand, in caſe they would et 
gage the Performance of the Attempt A 
ſome other time. The Deputy reply'd, Tha 


his Companions did not refuſe re-engagin 
i L 
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| n the fame Deſign; but to that os; abothier _ 
«| Treaty was to be made, to which he had no © 
[Orders to give car, until they had been ful- 
| [ fatisfied touching the former. The Con- 
qrerſation hereupon. termcnted ; but as the 
| Match was not equal, the Deputy, being a 
he wnning Fellow, fear'd left the P7z7i's, whoſe 
Dower he knew in Flor ence, might have him 
dapp'd up, and perhaps procure ſomething 
worſe to befal him, to deliver themſclves ar 
Jone bout from his Importunittes, 
And indeed he had engag'd himfelt in a 
ll rery tickliſh Buſineſs ; bur he had the Ad- 
afdtels to get out of: it. He pretended to 
har ffow more trattable by degrees, and ro 
not pouſe the Pi/77s Sentiments: He onely 
ny{*manded of 'cm time to confer Notes with 
le bis Companions, ſor the difpoting 'em to a 
ry, dew Project. The Pirrzs ict him go with 
JIÞ much the more caſe, as that they were 
ey erſuaded, that in a few days he would be 
Jelad to come back with his Compantons, to 
il tara the Moncy he thcn refuſed, But in 
al wead of going out of Town, he went di- 
Mliectly to the Houſe of a Man of his Acquain- 
1 ance, who frequented Piero de Medici, and 
ſol [efir”d him to go tell him, That it he would 
eſe Dbtain his Pardon, and give him the Recom- 
- Fence which the Republick had deerecd to 
tu ſho who ſhou!d diſeover Conſpiracies 
rin D 3 az1unſt 
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MY the State, he would reveal to hig 
one of great Import ance, and wherein bu 
&crlon was concern 

Piero de Medici thought this Offer was 
not to be {lighted, becauſe he was alreadh Þh: 
vell informed, that there had appear'd thi 

Fe before in his Quarters a conſiderable 
number of Armed Horſemen, beſides having (ti? 
himſelf ſeen his Houſe inveſted. He aſlems1 
bled his Friends, who adviſed him to grantf} 
{till more than was ask'd him. The Remif} 
ſion was diſpatch'd in ſecret to the Ruſſrans, 
Deputy, who received beforehand the Sum n 
ordained for DPel/atores. - They let him taken 
+11 the Precautions that the Diffidence natueſ jj 
ral to thoſe ſort of Wretches inſpir'd him} 
with, and then were informed of all the 
Circumſtances of the Pz77i's Project, whe 
were ſeiſed, and confronted. They enderſÞ 
vour'd to egg on the Magiftra tes to the ut} 
moſt Rigour againſt *em ; but the fear leſiÞy 
their Puniſhmear might excite a Seditionſ 

among the Common People, who adored} 
them, prevailed over the Quality of then: 
Cri ime, and over the Sollivirations of all this. 
Florentines wedded to the Intereſts of ther 1 
Houſe of 7ſedic;i, Nothing availed che. 
remonſtrating to the Magiſtrates by {tudie” 
Speeches, That this was not the firſt of Crime 
the Pzzt#'s had attempred, and that they hag 
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imfong ſince meditated one of the moſt enor- 33 
bupmous, which was to plot againſt rhe Liberty 2 
'TFof their Country.; That there needed no -- 
vaiother Proof of this, than the Houſe they 
dyBhad built in the moſt eminent Part of the 
tnefTown, ſince it had rather the Figure of a 
bleFRegular Fortreſs, than. a Retreat for bare Ci- 
ingfitizens. This onely produc'd a Decree, That 
M4 the Houſe ſhould be razed, and its Inhabi- 
tants baniſh'd for ever out of the State of 
#4 Florence, without hopes of their Poſterities 
an} ever returning thither. This. Sentence, thus 
unſ moderated, wrought the Effe& which com- 
ake-monly attends things of this nature; I mean, 
ty it inflam'd the Malady, whereas it ought to 
-have cured it. It galld the Pzz#z's in the 
F moſt ſenſible Part, which was that of Ho- 
'10F-nour, to blait them for having conſpired 
-againſt their Country, and yet onely impo- 
{cd on them the ſlighteſt of Puniſhments, 
which ſo Criminal an Attempt did deſerve. 
100Þ-It expell'd 'em from their Houſe, and con- 
req} ſtrain'd 'em to lead thenceforward a Vaga- 
nf: bond-Life, and yer did not retrench 'em of 
tie any of the Conveniencies they had of return- 
tid" ing thither by Force of Arms. . In a word, 
fp it unchain'd the Lions, and let looſe the Wild 
1 Boars, without having diſarm'd 'em of their 


neg. Paws, their Tuſhes and Defences. s 
19 -Thus the Magiſtrature of Florence was 
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wherein their falſe Clemency had engage 


Florence, that would not abandon them in 


can PENA POE, cr Aa Lo ae b 2ik ors Mz Beth 2261 AY WY 8s oat a, 
x AL . p 5 Fi : 2. : RC \ « To 
he : Pay, 
/ [1 k ”* "4 : L , [ads _ 
- 1 % : % 4 BT'Þ 0% 
"" y 4 f 
p 7 IEEE 


IT 
j: 


- *304 
> 
3” 
+ .: 
4% * 
. C 
> Vp. 8 
1 - 
, 


"0 
QGe 


a 


not long before they perceiv'd the Bl 


it : But it was now too late to be remedied} 
for the Pzrr7s having cauſed all their Effe& 
to be tranſported to Yerice, retired thitheſ 
with a numerous Train of all the Orders of 


their Diſgrace, They were joyned upon the 
way by the Peruzz/, the Barbadori, the 
Strozzi, the Albizzi, and others whom the | c 
Conſpiracy fram'd againſt Coſmo de Medici Þ| d 
had plung'd and abandoned into the like Mif- I r: 
fortune. So many llluftrious Unfortunate | t! 
together, compoſed ſuch a Troop as was not | tl 
to be ſlighted, becauſe it had been augmented” 

by the moſt Valiant Men of Tuſcany, upon n 
a Rumour which the Pzzz7s had cunningly I 6 
caus'd to be whiſper'd about, That they were Þ a 


not puniſh'd ſo much for their own Crimes, | t| 


as for that of their Fathers, *Twas well Bq 
known in /aly, that their Anceſtors had Þh 
ever favour'd in private the Party of then 
Guelphs, though the Florentine State had 6 
openly declared for that of the Gibe//ins. And If 
as there was none in 7uſcany that durſt put In 
themſelves at «the Head of that FaCtion, | { 
ſince the laſt Wound Caſtracay7 had given it,:Ft! 
thoſe that were of it had not any fix'd abode, IT 
but ſpent their Life 1n the continual Exer-'Jn 
ciſe of Arms and Robbery, that they might Jt: 


* | "The + Hoſe of Medicis. "IF 
be in the better Poſture to defend it againſt 
the Gibelins, who without mercy ſtripp'd 
n of all when they fell into their Hands, 
3 E Theſe People had no ſooner notice of the 
&” Pitt/s Exile, but they became perſuaded, 
that it was for the Common Cauſe ; and - 
what fully confirmed them in this Opinion, 
was, that they ſaw 'em retire towards Ye- 
nice ; For as that Republick had ever been 
he | conſtant to the Party of the Gwe/phs, they 
ici | did not doubt but that they were going to 
if | re-eſtabliſh *em, and took the ſame Road, 
tes | that they might go and join themſelyes to 
ot | their pretended Deliverers. 

ed} But the Yenetian Senate had quite diffe- 
on'Þ rent Thoughts, on fo favourable a Conjun- 
ly } ture which Fortune preſented it. They had 
re | already for ſome Years been diſtaſted with 
&, | their old- Policy, which conſiſted in aggran- 
ell } dizing their felves Sea-ward ; whether they 
ad Þ had been palt'd by the Obſtacles they had 
he | met with trom the Gemoeſes in the Profecuti- 
ad Fon' of that Deſign, or that they alrezdy de. 
nd Þ ſpair'd of maintaining to themſelves the Do- 
ut | minion of the Adrzatic Gulf, againſt ſuch. 
n, {formidable Adverfaries as the Ottomans ; or 
it,Þthar, in fine, they were potleſs'd with thoſe 
le, | Deſires of Inconſtaney in point of Goyern- 
er- ment, with which Commonwealths are agi- 
ht; tated no lefs violently than Monarchues, tho' 
be: not ſo often. | They 
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They had bent their Deſigns towards the Þ 
Terra Firma, and imagin'd that the Conqueſt | 


"EY 


of /taly would not be impoſſible for 'em to 


efte&t, by. attacking it the ſame ways the Þ 
Romans had formerly done, ſo to render | 
themſelves Maſters of it : I mean, by falling 


in with, and fomenting the Diviſions which 


they found among the /talians; whereas | 


heretofore they were the firſt to extinguiſh 
them. 

I know this Deſign was unjuſt, as the 
Tyrannick -Rigours which they uſed to ex- 
hots Toots ecute it, did aiterwards eVInce: 
Cn Bey - * But methinks the Hiſtorians of 
Albertus , and Ttaly ſpeak thereof with too 


gw. much tartneſs, when they term | 
it Chimerical: For after all, the Yenetzam 


were then in a better Poſture, than the Rs 
mans were when they undertook it. They 
were abſolute Maſters of their Gulf, and 
none, no not fo much as the Emperour and 
King of Naples, durſt croſs it without their 


leave. The Ifle of Candie, which they poſ-J 
ſeſs'd entirely, was its Key on the fide of the 
Levant, which was the moſt dangerous: and] 
Fortune, to skreen 'em the better from the 
Enterpriſes of the Infidels, had newly given 


'em the famous Kingdom of Cyprus, which 
they had hook'd in by Intrigues that would 
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was any Pen bold enough to dare to under- 
take it. They were no leſs Potent on the 
| Terra Firma, ſince that beſides the better part - 
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of Friuli, Iſtria, and Dalmatia, and the moſt 
delicious Territory ofs Lombardy, which they 


| held, they had ſet footing in the Kingdom 


of Naples, by the means of ſome Maritime 
Places, which King Perrand had been con- 
ſtrain'd to pawn to 'em, for the carrying on 
the Civil War againſt his Nobleſs. They had 
got near Ferrara, through the: Polerain of 
Rovigo : They had purchaſed the ſtrongeſt 


Places of Romagya, by whoſe means they 


Check-mated the puny Tyrants that poſleſ- | 


fed the reſt of that little Province: They 


had thrown the Marquis of Mantoxa into a 
blind Dependency on their Wills; and the 
Republick of Genoxa no. longer defended it 
ſelf againſt 'em with the ſame vigour as be- 
fore, being the Seditions under which it la- 


\ boured, had conſtrained it to ſeek out a Fo- 


reign Protection. The Duke of Man could 


{ not preſerve the Soveraignty his Father had 
{ acquired, but by perſevering in their Alli- 
ance ; and if the Duke of Savoy had nothing 


to fear diretly from 'em, his Territories 


\ were not out of the Irruption of the Troops 


which they had permiſſion to levy in the 
neareſt Cantons of Suifſerland, and among 


There 
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44. ' The Secret Hh iftory of 
Florence, Sena, and Lucca, whither the Ye- 
etians had no admiſſion ; and as they expect- 
ed to get Accels thither by the means of the 
Pittis, who courted gheir Protection, they 


eaſily granted it, in hopes the Civil War tha 


Was going to kindle in 7; ſcany would beget 
*'n an Occaſion to ſeiſe on Piſa, or ſome 
other Place on the 7yrrhexe Sea, from 
whence, by the number of Shipping, which 
they had much greater than an y other State 
in Europe, it would be catie for 'em to ruine 


the Commerce of Genoua, and make them-' 


ſelves Maſters of that which France, Spain, 
and the Low-Countries drove upon the Me- 
diterranean SEA. 

' Upon this conſideration they receiv'd the 


Pirr7's after a more magnificent AſpeCt than Þ 


they were wont to reccive other Criminals; 
& though the Pretext of their Entertainment 
was to exert ſome ſort of Acknowledgment 
to. a Family that had oblig'd 'em with fo 
many Colonels and Lieutenant-Generals of 


their Armies, thoſe however who pretended F 
-todive farther into the Policy of the Senate, 


did affirm, That there was Myſtery in this 
Reception, and the Conſideration of the paſt, 


was not the onely reaſon for this Carriage. | 


Be it as it will, the Pzz/'s were defrayed 
at Yenice at the Publick Coſt, until they 


There onely remained the Republicks of of Li 


had 
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had ſettled themſelves to all intents ; and 
though nothing poſitive, was ſaid to them, 
to confirm'em in the Reſolution they hal 
taken, of carrying the War 1nto the Center 
of their Country ; yet not any of the indi- 
ret ways were neglked&ted, that could contri- 
bute to this Deſign. They were given to 

underſtand, by Emiſlaries ſet privately to 
work, That the Senate had lived in Peace 
for ſeveral years with the State of Florence, 
wherewith it had moreover contracted an 
Alliance, which it could not break, without 
loſing the Reputation it had acquir'd of Pro-' 


bity, and without exciting a general Scandal, 
'by fo manifeſt a Violation of t1e Right of 
' Nations ; Thar this Alliance a:d indeed mu- 
tually engage the two Republicks not to 


give any Aſliſtance to their Enemies, and not 
to meddle (in any manner) with the re-cita- 
biiſhment of thoſe they had baniſhed ; but 
that it did nor deprive the Senate of the 


Freedom that was natural to 1t to GUpals of 


its Troops; Thar it had-on foot the braveſt 
and beſt-diſciplin'd Army 10 Ciri/tendom ; 
and that it had moreover got into its Service, 
by an exceſſive Penſion, that tamous Gene» + 


ral Bartholomi Coelione, with whom, tince 


the Death of Franciſco Sforza, not one Per- 
ſon diſputed the Quality of the Greateſt 


had 


46+ The Secret Hiſtory of 
had all the Reaſons in the' World to be fatif- 


fied with his Services, there was not, how. 


ever, any inconvenience in retrenching him 
of his Penſion, under colour of the protound 


Peace the Republick then enjoy'd both by | 


Sea and Land, or to diminiſh it in ſuch man- 
ner, as that the General ſhould not be con- 


tented with what remained ; That 1n either. 


. of thoſe two Caſes, he might handſomly 
leave the Service, and cloſe with the Party 
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that ſhould be more advantageous to him; 


That the ſame Pretext would ſerve for the 
diſmiſſing the better part of the Yenetian Ar- 
my, and that they might treat before-hand 


with the Officers of the Troops which they 
deſign'd 'em, and Lift them againſt the time 


they ſhould be Caſhier'd. 
The Pitt/s took the hint of what they 
| meant, and being aſſembled with the Prin- 


cipal of the Gwue/phs, they agreed, That the 
Expedient which had been newly ſuggeſted Þ 
unto them, was in effect the moſt capable of | 
re-eſtabliſhing 'em in their Country ; becauſe F 
that as the Republick of Yerice was then the 


richeſt State of Europe, and that it gave its 


Soldiers larger Pay than was-given by any, 
other Chri/t:an Potentate, ſhe had ever, by. I 


conſequence, the beſt Troops, and main» 


tain'd her felt by this means in the reputati- 


tion of ſucceeding 1n her Projects, Thus it 


was |} 
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ready Money ; and that they ſhould cauſe 
Coglione, and the other Officers of the Com- 


| panies that had been mark'd out to them, to | 


be ſounded; and that if he promis'd to fight 


- under their Colours, with the ſame Penſion, 


in caſe they came to be diſmiſsd by the Yene- 


tian State, the ſame Emiſlaries ſhould be em- 


ployed to retain 'em. | 
' This ſecret Negotiation had all the Succeſs 


the Pzzt/'s could deſire. Cog/zone having al- 


ready ſmelt out the Senates Deſign, gave Af- 
ſurances of his Service, and likewiſe took 


-upon himſelf to ſollicit the Officers that 


ſhould be Reformed. Then the Exiles be- 
ſeech'd the Senate to give 'em ſome Aft 
ſtance, but they were poſitively refus'd : 


yet, ſome time after, the Republick fell to 
work on the Reformation of its Army. 
True it is, that it was not until after ha- 
| ving by a ſecret Treaty engaged it in their 


F Intereſts, under whoſe Enſign it had newly 


+} ' 


as | 


lifted it ſelf. Cog/ione was degraded, and he 
took the uſual Oath ro the Pzrtzs. . The 


Soldiers that were Caſhier'd, ſided with the 
\ fame Party their General had choſen ; and 


as there were not then any Wars in tay, 


{| thoſe that had a mind to be inſtrufted 1n the 
it | Trade of Arms, or had no other Profeſſion, 


flocked 


J the Houſe of Medic. «4p | 
| was refolv'd, That the P3zz7's ſhould lay their 
| Effects in Tribulation, for the finding out 
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flocked from all Parts, to ſignalize them. ? 
ſelves under ſo brave a Captain. The num- | 


ber of *'em was fo great, that there was ſeen 
in a ſhort time upon the Frontiers of Romagyg 


_ and Ferrara the braveſt Army that had ap. 


peared in 7zaly fince that the Houle of Anjou 
had been drove out of the Kingdom of Na. 
ples. But the Princes of /taly were too jea- 
lous, and too deeply concerned, to forbear 
taking umbrage at ſuch ſudden Warlike Pre- 
parations. The Perſon of Cog/ione was f9 


well known to 'em, as to gueſs to what in- 
tent he made no ſcruple of becoming the 


Pitti's Man, who were onely meer Citizens 


of Florence, after having exerciſed for twens 
ty years the moſt Noble and Courted Charge” 


of the Chriſtian Army. They held him tor 
an Adventurer, in whom Fortune ſcem'd to 
ſhew how whimſical ſhe is. He was born 
in the Neighbourhood of Bergamo; and his 


Family had been totally put to the Sword | 


in the Quarrels of the Gue/phs and Gibellins, 


He had begg'd until eighteen years of age, I 


when that being at Nuples, and no body 


daring to diſpute with him the Prize in I 


Wreſtling or Running, by reaſon of his pro- 


digious Strength, and incomparable Agility, 


Foan the Second, Queen of Naples, who one- FÞ 
vor 


ly valued Men for Vigour of Body , had 


made him her Minion: But he grew quickly® 
weary | 


! 


nes 
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'} weary of that infamous Exerciſe, and'ſteal- E 
| ing away from Court, he went to perform - 

| his Appretticeſhip in Martial Affairs under 


the famous Bracczo, and ſince under Franceſco 


Sforza, with whom he paſſed through all the 
Degrees, and then mounted up to the Lieu- 
tenant-Generalſhip, when his Commander 
made himſelf Duke of M1az. Afterwards 


the Yenetians enticed him away, to give him 
the Supreme Command of their Armies z 
wherein he acquired great Reputation, and 
ſo much Riches, that the ready Money, he 
'd together, is faid to have amount« 
d to Two hundred thouſand Crowns: and 


this Sum was then ſo prodigious, that the 


Þ talians could by no means imagine that Cog- 


love would have rendred himſelf the Pizr?s 
Subje&, but with deſign of ſubduing the State 
of Florence to the Yenetians, or to conquer it 
for himſelf, after the Example of. him that 
had taught him his Trade, who had newly 
niſed, upon much weaker Foundations, the 
moſt topping Soveraignty in /taly. 

- This ſpread a general Alarm from the Alps 


Funto the Adrzatick Sea. The Florentines ſees 


ing the Storm ready to pour down upon 


Jthem, did what they were wont in the moſt 


difficult ConjunQures ; I mean, they aban- 
doned the Government of their City to Pzero 


Je Medici's Friends, who: had the principal 
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Intereſt in the Afﬀair. Theſe caufed the Peg- Þ 
ple to aſſemble, put,them in Arms, drove 
away all the ſuſpe&ted Perſons, and made. 
the Exiles be declared Enemies of the Re. 
publick. Afterwards they levy'd Troops, 
and put them into ſuch Places of their State | 
as they faw were likely ro be firſt attack'd, *| 
But as it was not poſſible to aſtemble in fo 


| 
| 

| 

1 

\ ſhort a time an Army powerful enough ts | * 
2 

f 

y 


keep the Field againſt that of the Exiles, or | 
to oppoſe againſt Coglione a Leader near his 
Equal in repute, recourſe was of neceſſity to 
be had to thoſe Powers whoſe Counterbal- Þ P 
lance maintained at that time what was free | ' 
in /taly, namely, the Duke of Milan, and the J 
King of Naptes. ft 
[ have 5 ache noted, That the laſt Act of dl 
Coſmo de Medici's Lite was to acquire to his - 
Son the Alliance of thoſe two Princes. But || ** 
what had appeared fo eafie on the Board, and Þ® 
when there needed only promiſing, became | ' 
almoſt impoſſible in the Performance ; fo Þ 
' many Obſtacles did there ariſe to croſs it. . Fl 
For, on the one ſide, the King of Naples did |” 
indeed conſent to grant the Florentines part Þ?? 
of the Troops deſign'd for the Defence of his |! 
Kingdom ; but he would by no means yield | 
that they ſhould a&t joyntly with thoſe of I®! 
the Duke of Milan, whom he look'd*on as Þ** 
his Capital Enemy, and forbid them to have: W: 


any 


{ 
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any Communication with them. Nay, he 
could not ſo much as endure that they 
ſhould encamp near one another ; and tho' 
they repreſented to him, that it would be 
| giving them over to Slaughter, to expoſe 
-| them ſeparated to Cog/one's Mercy, who had 
| | the repute of being the molt vigilant Captain 
that /*aly had produc'd ſince Julius Ceſar, 
, 4 and to ſpend whole N ghts on Horſeback, 
. | for the ſurpriſing of Quarters ; tho' it was 
\ | very eaſie for this General to cut them in 
pieces atter 05e another, if he cane to diſco- 
« | ver that chev ated under different Orders : 
e | This Peril, how evident foever, did nor touch 
Þ the Mind of tie King of Navles atter fo fenfſi- 
of. | ble a manner, as the tear of his Soldiers being 
is | cebauch'd by rhe Duke of Milay, as they had. 
it | been in the foregoing Conjunttions tor -the 
id | making War upon the Infidels, | 
ne | On the other ſide, the Duke of 2ila» ſpoke 
@ Þ viti great Pomp of the Succours he gave the 
it. | Forentines. He propos'd ſending into Tuſca- 
3:4 | Troops 1n equal number, and | better equi- 
art | 22ge, than the King of Napſ-s, He proceeded 
7, | further, offering ro Read ther with Fede- 
eld 1129 4 Vrtino, whom he kept in mis Service, 
of | with almoſt the ſame Penſions as the Vene- 
as (17215 gave Coplione, and who would make 
1 a ſo much the better upon this General, 
Js for that there was a laudable Emulation 
= . E 2 between 
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procally to pratiſe all the Stratagems of the 
Military Art, to ſurpriſe, and hinder being 
ſurpriſed, But he pretended before all things, 
that the King of Naples ſhould be bound not 
to ſend any Fleet into the River of Genoa, 


capable of giving any Jealouſie to the State 
of Milan; with which the Neopolitan was | 


the more loth to comply, in that he was 
extraordinarily provok'd againſt the Genoue- 
ſes, who had back'd the Revolt of his Ba- 
rons; and beſides,it goar'd him very ſenſibly, 
in that he muſt receive the Law from his 
Enemy, for the obliging him to defend an 
Ally. | 


In the mean while, the Friehds of Piero | 


adjuſted theſe Ditterences ſooner than was 
expected, and propounded a Temperament 
which equally fitted the King of Naples and 
Duke of Mzlar's turn, They aſſured the 
King of Naples, that his Troops ſhould only 


be employ'd in the defence of Piſa and its 


Territory, where they ſhould not be obligd 


to receive a Companion ; which he accept- | 


ed, and cauſed them to depart with all expedi- 
tion, under the Conduct of Galeazzo de St, 
Severini. Afterwards, they nick'd their time 
ſo well to attack his weak fide, which was 


Vanity, and repreſent to him how glorious] 
't would be for him to ſacrifice a Deſire of 
Revenge, | 
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of his Allies; and what a Tarniſh, on the con- 
trary, his Reputation would receive, it he 


\ hindred the Geroxeſes to affiſt the Floren- 


tines, in the War he was going to declare 
againſt them ; that this Prince gave his Word 
to ſuſpend his Reſentment, until the Peace 
was re-eſtabliſhed in 7uſcany. Thus the Duke 
of Milan having no more Pretext to deter 
the March of his Auxiliary Troops, and the 
Friends of Piero having gain'd him to all in- 


' tents and purpoſes, by the Offer they made 


of giving him the principal Honour of the 


Defence, by confiding in his Troops the keep- 
| ing of Florence, he diſpatch'd Federigo d ©r- 
. 6zo with all diligence, to give order for the 


fortifying the Suburbs, and caus'd him to be 
attended by choice Companies of Horſe and 
Foot, in ſo ſplendid an Equipage;, that the like 


had not been ſeen in 7raly ſince it had been 


ravaged by Barbarous Nations.Not a Trooper 
was there, but had his Led-Horſe, and his 
Arms enrich'd with all that Luxury had then 


; invented moſt Rare and Curious. The Hel- 


mets and Corſelets which the Intantry made 


; uſe of were engraven. They had their 


Trappings deck'd with Cyphers and Devices 
which noted the Amours and principal 
Adventures of each Foot-Soldier. Their 


d Swords were adorned with Tufts of Gold in 
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Embroidery ; and the Guidons and Enſigns F 
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duſptayed all the Fineries of Needle-work. 


Theſe Soldiers entred Florence in the poe 


ſture of Triumphers, rather than of Auxili- 
aries; and their preſence made Cog/ione change 
the Deſign of approaching it. Burt Piero's 
Friends tfeeing them too curl'd and finical, 
and too aſliduous at Balls,to have a good Opi- 
nion of their Prowels, thought chere was no 
truſting ſo far in their Valour, as not to raile 
other Troops. They knew that the Eccle- 
ſaſtick State had ever been a Nuilery of $ol- 
diers, and that the two moſt IHluſtrious Fas 
milies of that State, namely, the Colonneſt 
and Orfini, had accuitorned themiclves for 
theſe three Apes to lead Bodies of Armed 
Men, into the Service of thoſe who would 
attack or defend themſelves againſt their E- 
nemies, Without further troubling their 
Heads, whether the Cauſe of the Party that 
called them was juſt, and without examining 
ought elſe, than the more or leſs Penſions 
that were offer'd them. They reſolved to 


gan them to their fide, and began with that - 


of the C olonneft, who ſtood nor upon much 
entreaty to enter into Treaty with them, 
tor two Reaſons. The firſt 1s, Thar being 


wedded to the Fortune of the Kings of Na- | 


ples, they equally followed the Inclination 
and Intereſt of King Ferdinand, by declaring 


chemſelves | 
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that maintain'd the Calm of 7raly, by ſtrip- 


- ping the Ambitious of the Means of Aggran- 
\ dizing themſelves at the expence of others, 


The 1econd Reaſon was, Thar the Houſe of 
the Coloyna's had ever been the Mark of the 


{| Vengeance of the Popes, ſince Siccara, one 


of its moſt ſignalized Captains, had ſurpri- 
ſed Boniface the Eighth in Agnanza.” This 


| Perſecution had made it cloſe with the Party 
of the Gzbellins, and treat as Enemies all 
thoſe that had declared themſelves for the 
* Soveraign Pontiff Thus it faw it ſelf obli- 
- ped to att againſt the Exiles of Florence, 


ſince they were ſupported by the Guelphs ; 
and that beſides, it could not doubt, bur that 


, the new Pope, who had newly taken the 
| Nameof Sixtss the Fourth, would contribute . 


with all his Power to the Ruine of the State 
of Florence, which ferv*d for an Afyle to fo 
many little Tyrants, who had ſfeiſed upon 
the beſt Places of Romagna, and of the Dutchy 


| of Spolerto. 


There was more difficulty to wake in the 
Houſe of the Or/in#s; for as it was an irre- 
E 4 concileable 
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A | themſelves for the Republick of Florence, 
.þ againſt that of Yerice, becauſe this Prince 

| had propoſed to himſelf, by all manner of 
- means, to obſtruCt the Greatneſs of the YVewes * 


| tans; and wiſh'd moreover, thar it ſhould 
. be publiſhed thro'all Earope,” That he it 'was 


Sarintat a dh DT 7 y 
Pack * 3 I Pin TIES. ALS j f 4 #s i Po AE Na Rn PrEx 
" ns Bb 6 FI A ih as "ng os A * We” 2 b, 4 ERP FO ; ws 54 Oren - ad Ft ("Ye Mo <4 £9 A, = 
GE OY. nh IT Ce et l 40 TT” £7 FT; CNV EBES 10 $A Fa » 4.5 oe ER 1 #8 
£6% £ os.” &s - bt oO I - 4 4 Fr bod ad $4.8 x2 RES 8 00 /-b wo if WA _ / F " 
I W's: EY , ' = 4s Yo » , d , . $ n Vac & bn 0 es OO Re », 2 +: þ Cha” 
I ” aft * » o 5 Th £5 "IP bo ER p £ _ $6." £64 - 
6; we OE _ » het -F e\ b/ wk 1» FA 2 4 Falk: f 100 LR ' PY v #8 
& 438 * * > * > MS. es : _—O * i + CE EY KS 1 
nx -Y, ; a - f s EO Sl _ þ " of _ 
A Lo , . - *% 
Y , « 
* 
F- v 
. \ 4, 
» 


concileable Enemy of that of the Colonnd's, Wi 
it was ſufficient for it to ſee the Colonneft en» wi 
- gaged in one Party, to go offer immediately Ffer 
. their Service to the contrary Side. Yet they Fo 
made a ſhift to bring Yirginio, the Head of. 
the Family, to a Negotiotian, which he did 
not pet out of as free as he entred. They Fas 
Jaid him. a Snare which he did not diſtruſt; | Fat 
and propoſed to him at firſt the Marriage of | Þpre 
his. Daughter, that was but twelve years of FAr 
Ape, with Lorenzo de Medici, who was not. Ito 
yet fifteen. Yirginzo, tho' the eldeſt, was {i 
not the richeſt of his Houſe : His Profuſions | 
had utterly ſquander'd what was left of the thy 
ravaging of his Enemies;and the Debts he had” | we 
contracted, already ſurpaſſed the juſt Value} 
of his Lands. Thus it was no ſurpriſing 
matter to ſee him lend an Ear to a Propoſiti»-Þ 
on ſeaſoned with all that could ſweeten the} 
Inequality. They lent him Money abſo-* Jin 
lutely to clear off all Engagements, and ſti- ki 
pulated that he ſhould pay nolIntereſt for ten "Fel 
years. They took his Daughrer without any Ja 
Portion. They aſſured to his Family, in caſe Jalr 
of misfortune, a Retreat near the State of the G1 
Church : And, what was moſt advantagious to 
to him in the Iſſue, tho' he little valued it © 
then, they gave him a Son-in-Law, young Ft 
indeed, but who already ſeem'd to beſpeakJall 
himfelf to be one day the Firſt Man of, his | 
8 | 
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"Tage. The Nuptials ' were \not cel | 
with much Pomp, as not befitting the -pre- 
Ffnt JunQ&ure; There was, however, a world 
« Jof Epithalamiums, among which, that of 4#- 
Telus Politianus, who being but of the Bride» 
 {groom's years, made Verſes worthy of the 
Lage of Auguſtus, was the beſt received. In 
Ja tew days after, the News of Cog/zone's Ap- 
proach kid-napp'd young Loremzo out of the 
Arms of his Bride, and made him take Horſe, 
to go learn the Military Art, under the Di- 
| tivline of his Father-in-Law. 
. However the War was not very warm in 
the beginning, tho' the Troops on both ſides 
{vere in a ſtate of acting. And thoſe who 
knew Coplione's impatient and extraordinas - 
Fly active and fiery Humour, could not con- 
Five, why, his Army being the ſtrongeſt, 
-FJand beſt martialliz'd, he trifl'd away his time 
." Jn laying waſte the open Country, and ta» 
j- Fking in little Places, in ſtead of ſhewing him- 
n 'F&lf in Batralia in the fight of Florence, and 
y Jharaſſing the Mzlaneſe Troops, who ſeem'd 
ſe FJalready on the point of disbanding, fince the 
ze [Guard of the Suburbs had been committed 
to them, But they knew not, that Cog/ione 
{had more than one String to his Bow, and 
1g that he would not uſe Force, till he had ſpent 
1k JAll the Artifices of his Profeſſion. 
is The Forentines never thought of — 
ey g 
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all the Exiles Relations vut of the City; and J” 
whether the number of '*em was too va. jo 
to be done with fafety, or that they durſtF 
not in ſo dangerous a Conjun&ure a& with |® 
all the Severity of the Laws, againſt MenP 
preſumptively innocent,” nothing had been}; 
ſaid to thoſe that were not ſuſpe&ted of any 
Intelligence or particular Engagement with 
their Kinſmen, Yet the War was no ſooner}. . 
felt upon the' Frontier, bur Changes wereF 
perceived among the Populace,that muſt ne 
ceſfarily be fomented by ſome Internal and 
Domeſtic Enemies. The People complain 
of Inconveniencies and Grievarices they had 
fot yet felt: they began to ſpeak of the 
Exile's Power, and in their Diſcourſe to mub C 
tiply the Number of their Soldiers. In 
word, they even launclrd our into Afſertis 
Ons, That they had been puniſh'd with over 
much Severity, and that it' was but very juſt: 
that thoſe who thwarted their Reyeal, houlÞ 
be at all the Charges of the War. 

Too publick were theſe Rumours not to 
reach Piero de Medici's 'Far ; and as he hat 
too weak and daſtardly a Spirit to remedy it, 
he conceived a kind of Sorrow, accompanielf 
with Deſpair, that put him into a Fever. On” 
_ the contrary, the Pzt77's, who received ever] 
moment certain Advices of all Occurrence 


at Florence, began to flatter themſelves wi nn 
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» Hopes of a ſpeedy Re-eſtabliſhment They 
, to Coz/tone, and inform'd him of the 
yi " of their own Party and Faction. They 
"Fold him that the Peoples Diſcontent was 
jſt on the point of breaking our, and that 
. [dey waited tor nothing more than an Occa- 
"flo for ſo doing, by the approach of the 
Army. 

Coglione was too compleat a Captain to: 
oils underſtanding the Importance of what 

"Jvas toid him, and too ſelt-interefſed to re- 
ble 2 March which in all probability muſt 
fender him the Richeſt Adventurer in Fu- 
ad we : for he promisd himſelf nothing leſs 

lan the Pillage of Florence, if it continued 

4 {bſtinate in its own Defence ; or a mighty 
4 IContribution, the better part of which would 
 Frowd into his Cofters, in caſe it gave ear to 
= ly Accommodation. He did not ſuffici- 
mtly value the Troops of Mzlay; as to ima- 
vine they durſt make Head againſt him ; and 
Alides, he did not ſee ſufficient Union among 
[he Florentives, nor Dependency between the 
ll tw Levies and their Leaders, to perſuade 
Pumſelf, thar they were in a ſtate to hold out 
if ics 
| nm as he had not fo firm an En- 
Reement with -the Pitr7's, though under 
ttcir Pay, as with the Republick- of Yenzce, 
;hÞPat nad degraded him, he took ſome days 
delay, 
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delay; u under colour as if all things were not of 
yet ready in his Army, for. its advancing ; bu 
into the very Center of the Enemies Coundſiee 
try; but indeed to inform the Yenetian(f p 
State of the true Condition and Eſtate ls 
the City of Florence, and to ask their Permiſ- ta 
ſion to draw near ir. Treke 

The Letter he writ in Cyphers was exz|el 
mined by the Senate with all imaginable ex-ſjav 
actnels, but not 1n the ſenſe that Cog/ione had Þ ben! 
writ it ; for the General had no other Def 
ſign than to ſerve thoſe from whom he re-ſithe 

. ceived his Pay, in a Conjuncture wherein hehe 
found his own, as well as they their Advan Jur 
tage : Whereas the Yexctians propoſed dif 1 
rectly to themſelves only the Intereſt of their on 
Republick, and conſider'd that of the Pzzeiifſ6 
no farther than as ic concurred with theitſÞiba 
own. They did not judge it advantageojful Fl 
0) their Commonweal, for Coglione to ad-£ 
vance into the very Face of Florence, becauſs|lc 
if he became Maſter of that Town, he wouldſk | 
be obliged to leave ir at the Pitti's Mer Fi 
who in all probability would not raviſh it 
of its Freedom, ſo far were they from ſub 
jcRtiong it to the Laws of another nepulſ mo! 
And if Coglione was ſo bold as to declargiu 
when he was entred the Town, That he pre 
tended to hald it in the name of the Yenetzaiiic « 
beſides the horrible Scandal which an AQionſſah 
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ef that Nature would cauſe throughout all 
o Wurope, it would not be poſſible for him to. 
kkep his new Conqueſt long, in regard the 
a rinces of - /#aly would immediately take 
of umbrage, and endeavour in Concert to re- 
if. (ablith the Florentines in the Freedom they 
"Itfore enjoy d. Which the Yenetzans would 
2- he fo much the leſs in a capacity to oppoſe, as 
x-Jlaving no place upon the 7uſcan Coaſt, and 
adfking eaſily hindred coming thither by Land, 
& ICoglione would have only the vexation to ſee 
re the Fruit of his Perfidioufneſs miſcarry, and 
he the Yenetians the regret of having to no 
+ {jurpoſe proſtituted their Reputation. 
di. Thus, they thought it fitting to faſten up- 
eo ſomeEntervriſe of lefs noiſe, and of more 
ziifale to ſucceed : They thought it beſt to 
eitflibandon the Florentines, amazed with their 
oufivil Diviſion, and in the mean while cauſe 
ad-C0g/:0e to march to the Conqueſt of a Place 
uſitat might be relieved by Sea after the ta- 
uldfting, and re-victualled from time to time, 
y,Wyithout their being forc'd-to paſs through 
h itjmothers Lands, That of P;/a was both the 
ſubJmoſt important of it ſelf, and the moſt com- 
iek{modious for this Deſign. It had a Territory 
larÞufficiently big for the framing a durable 
preſſettlement, and Ports ſufficiently large to 
;angide ſecure during the greateſt Tempeſts. Its 
tofflahabitants were born in an irreconcileable 
Y averſion 
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averſion to the Florentines, and conſequentlyſe 
diſpos'd to attempr and endure all, rather than 
be their Slaves. Moreover the 7ta/:an Prins 
ces would not be ſo much alarm, bf 
it was beſieged, becauſe they were accuſtomsJy 
ed to ſee it change its Maſter ; and it would 
be more eaſie to perſuade them , that itÞ 
ſhould be reſtored in the Accommodation, Fe 

Theſe Conſiderations prevailed in the @f w 
nate of Yenxice over Coglione's Reaſons, to! y, 
whom they ſent a Diſpatch, that it was much, 
better to fix upon Pi/a, It was no difficult, 

| matter for the General to make the Pitt; 
condeſcend to this Undertaking ; tor tho'Þ* 
they clearly faw, that this was not the ſhort Þ,,. 
eſt way to be taken for their Return into "1 
their Country, they durſt not however ds. " 
clare openly all they thought of it, becauſe. 
they found Coglione too firm in his Reſoluti 5 
on to be ſtagper'd ; and they lay under the "YN 
tear, by ſhocking him unſeaſonably, to ok þ : 
the Benefir they expected from his Valour. 'Þ 

Thus the Attack of Pi/a was concluded;Þh.. 
and Cop/ione's Cavalry, almoſt all compoſed "8 
of Epirotes and Albaneſes, had order to inf 
veſt it, while the Yenetian Ships advanct iÞ 
towards the Coaſts, to hinder the Succout 'þ 
that might be put into it by Sea. But whe, 
ther his'Cavalry did not ſet upon marching| 


as ſoon as they were commanded, as wo 4 
lomy 
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7 , that the Spies ithat Pero de Medici's 
If ends kept at great Charges i in. the Enemies 
o C: Camp, had inform'd them at the very inſtant 
| the Reſolution taken in the Council of 
Iyar, it hapned, that at the ſame time that 
4 vlone's Trodps left their Quarters to go to 
Bra, thoſe of Naples quitted likewiſe theirs, 
It march the ſame way. And as they were 
6 | much nearer, San Severino their General 
0 had the leiſure to enter the Town, and range 
bh them in Places the moſt ſubje& to unfore- 
*n Attacks, before the Exiles Army did 
 fapear | 
- Without this Precaution, the accurate Ken- 
ners of Military Diſcipline judged that the 
own would have been forthwith taken: For 
Ste Inhabitants ſtood but very ill aftected to 
© Ih cir own Defence, and looked upon the 
ZIncmies with as little concern, as if they had 
p | en the SpeCtators of a Tragedy. They. 
3 | _-y in publick, That the worſt that 
Fould befal 'em, was the ſhifting of Tyrants. | 

And as the Common People are very ingeni- 

ſel | us in cockering their Noddles with Hopes, 
my ho dull almoſt in every thing elſe, they 
I W Mapin'd, that a Revolution, let it turn on 
io hat fide ſoever , would infallibly change 
cir tres Deſtiny : from whence it was 
e to foreſee, that jt there had not been 
an 
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an Army tnaintained by the Florentines, whall 
ſhould have oppoſed the Enemies Impetuo 
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ty, the Enemy had ecafily trod them unde} 
foot. 1 40 p | ; 
And indeed, Say Severino, who had a1 
much Experience as Valour, did not think} 
there was any ſafety to truſt them with the] 
Guard of the Suburbs. He kept them in 
the Main Guard, ſituated in the midſt of thef 
Town, under colour that it was the giving] 
them the moſt Honourable Employ, as to 
oblige them to watch over the Fidelity of the 
Inhabitants, and diſpoſed the Troops he 
brought in thoſe Parts where he judged the 
Enemy would come, He was not miſtaken 
in his Conjecture, arid Cog/oze did not loſe 
time in following the Methods of the Caps 
tains of his Age, who never atJ} , 
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Hh 1 Beg tack'd 2 Place without having} 


a 
of the Art made an exact Muſter of ther 
Military Army to thoſe they pretended tofþ x 
beſiege, and without having finiſh'd the Cir} q 
cuit of their Walls in Battel-array. He forth { 
with attack'd the Suburbs with great vio-4 1 
lence, but was repulsd with ſo much loſs, 
that he was compell'd to change his Deſign] 
of Forcing the Town, into that of Reducing 
it by a Siege. Nor did he perſevere long inf 
the Reſolution of making himſelf Maſter ot 
it in the Forms ; for as ſoon as he was. | 

| | 4 TOY OF 
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| form'd that 6000 brave Soldiers were got 
into the Place,commanded by an experienced 
| Head, he judged that it would be the ruin- 
ng his Army, without much incommodin 
the Beſieged, to attack them regularly. Thus 
* his, thoughts were wholly ſet upon retreach- 
he ing them of their Proviſions, and conſtrain- 
ny ing the Neopo/itan Troops by a Blockade to 
he "leave Piſa. But while he was heaving and 
Wy labouring at this, with that indefatigable Vis- 
Wh pilancy that made him ſubdue ſo many Pla- 
be} cs ro the State of Venice, Fortune, as it were 
"out of rdagre to him, begat the Occaſion 
he} of finiſhing the War to his advantage, when 
any he had ty'd up his Hands, as a Man may fay, 
oſeF 1nd incapacitated himſelf to profit by it. 

WF Piero ds Medicis Gout mounting. up 
WF zgain, while he laboured under his Fever, 
MY puc a period to his days in ſo ſhort a time, 
K} that he had not the leiſure to ſettle his Af 
| WÞ fairs. His Friends were ſo much the more 
ABT ſtartled at his Death, as they had the leſs 
thy foreſeen it ; and own'd from Experience, that 
10} Men of Conſideration, as well as great Trees, 
never make more Shadow than when they 
fall : For tho* Piero ated neither with Head 
nor Hand in the Concerns of the Florentzne 
Weep oblick, or in his own; tho' he did not 
| ſo much as know by ſight the moſt of thoſe 
| that devoted themſelves to his Intereſts, and 
F F expoſed 
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behalf; his bare Name, however, was be- 


come fo (great, and the Reputation of his. 


Riches had acquir'd him ſo vaſt a number of 
Perſons and Creatures, that it ſufficed moſt 
of thoſe who received Succours from him to 
know that he was in the World, to execute 
What had been ordain'd them on his account. 
Thus ſerving for a Band of Union to his 
Friends, and a Mediator to the young Gen- 
tlemen who Caball'd for the Principal Offi- 
ces of Truſt, he could not be faid to be uſe- 
leſs, notwithſtanding his 'continual Infirmi- 
ties, and the weakneſs of his Genins, And, 
on. the contrary, People foreſaw, that his 
Death would be ſo much the more 1njurious 
to the Republick, and his Family, tor that he 
left Both in a deplorable Condition. 
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The Second Book. 
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F allthe Houſes that now bear any 
Soveraign Sway, not one is there 
that has been reduc'd to ſtranger 

| Extremities than that of Medicis - 

Nor was the Houſe of Medicis ever fo near 

its Ruine, as in the fad Conjunure when 

young Lorenzo became its Head. As he had 

F 2 reaped 
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very ſmall Portion, which fell to G7u/zano 
his younger Brother, to ſerve him for Legi- 
timation, he was likewiſe to undergo all the 
Charges, which could not poſſibly be more 
heavy than at*that time. Become he was 
the Head of his Family, and the moſt conſi- 
derable Citizen in Florence, at an Age when 
others have ſtill need of ten years Guardian- 
ſhip ; and his Youth was almoſt equally de- 
ſpiſeable to his Friends and his Enemies. He 
found he was engaged in a War, which the 
Riches that came to him by Inheritance 
could not ſufficiently cope withal, tho' they 
were immenſe. In the mean while, by all 
likelihood, the Sequels of this War would be 
Tong and troublefoin, ſeeing the Republick 
of Yenice was a Party concerned. 
Beſides the declared Enemies of his Houſe, 
that appeared with Sword in hand, to the 
number of above Twenty thouſand, there 
was a great many ſecret and unknown ones 
in the Territory, as alſo in the City of Flo 
rexce, Who were no leſs to be feared. The 
People had by their Shrugs and Mutterings 
ſhewn how weary they were of the War, 
before they had ſuffered any Inconveniency 
from it; and gave out, that they would 
make their Accommodation at their Expence 
who were the Cauſe or the Pretext of the 
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reaped” his Father's whole Eſtate, bating a - © 


Diſcord. | The 


' the Flouſe of Medicis. 69 

The Auxiliary Troops thought, that-their 
Engagement was ended by the Death of Pzero- 
de Medici, and aCted ſo faintly,as it was eaſe 
to gueſs, that in a few days they expected to 
be recalled. The Goxfalontere and the Sub- 
alternate Magiſtrates began to deſpair -of 
maintaining the War, and did not believe 
they were now powerful enough to keep the 
Factious in Obedience. The Friends of the 
Houle of Medici had newly loſt the Founda- 
tion of their Union in the Perſon of Pzero, 
and durſt no longer act in concert, out of 
an opinion they had of one another, that 
each Man meditated the making his Accom- 
modation apart. In few words, the Danger 
was ſo great, and ſeem'd ſo inevitable, that 
there needed the utmoſt Endeavours of the 
moſt Heroick and moſt Conſummared Vir- 


tue, to triumph over ſo many Difficulties. 


Nevertheleſs, Loreuzo de Medici under- 
took it for his Trial of Skill. And as he 


borrowed from Hiſtory part of what he was 


wanting in from Experience, the firſt thin 
he did was to. comport himſelf like a .Man 


that would not only ſupply his Father's Place, 


but likewife: that of his Grandfather. The - 


next day aſſiſting at the Council, he made 


known to the Adherents of | his Name, what 
might reaſonably be expected from a Man of 


ſuch a promiſing CapeRy:- He ſpoke his ' 


F 3 Advice 


70 _The Secret Eiftory of 


Advice with ſuch maturity of Wit as was 


admired, and began with that happy Addreſs, 
as to make his Perſon conſider'd like a Ri- 
ſing Sun. And indeed, that very Afternoon 
the Council aſſembled at his Houſe, where he 
ſpoke of the Republick's and of his own Af- 


fairs with ſo much Prudence , Order, and 


Neatneſs, that he fully perſuaded thoſe of his 
Party, that they had gained more than they 
had loſt in the Death of his Father. 

Then he apply'd his Endeavours wholly to 
re-eſtabliſh , the good Underſtanding which 
Piero's Death had altered, and to prevent the 
Advantages which might have thence ac- 
crued to his Enemies. He cauſed Money to 
be dol'd among all the Troops that ſerved 
the Republick of Florence, and hindred them 
by this Gratification from giving ear to the 
Pitti's Emiſlaries, bribed to corrupt them, 
He ſpread about a Rumour, That there were 


Letters intercepted from the P7#z7's, which | 
named almoſt all thoſe of their Faction that 


were left at Florence, to manage the People 
in their favour, and that their Perſons were 
ſuddenly to be ſeiſed on, to be ſerved as Cri- 
minals of State; and gave ſo many Marks 
that the Republick would proceed to their 
Impriſonment, that thoſe who found them- 
ſelves culpable, thought there was no Safety 
any longer for them at Florence, and ſought 

De Retreat 
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Retreat' elſewhere : Which in two days ſpace 
causd all the Complaints to ceaſe, that were 
made againſt the Government. = 

| He accuſtomed the People to deſpiſe the 
Exiles, and no longer to value the Forces 
they hadaſſembled, by making them obſerve 
the Fault that Cog/ione had committed, in 
ſetting upon Piſa, in lead of marching di- 
rectly to Florence; and iftarted among them 
Subjects for pleaſant Diſcourſes, fo to divert 
them from the mortifying Tidings they 


from time to time received, of their Houſes 


of Pleaſure being burnt. And then, when 
the Storm was over, and the Country' was 
laid deſolate, he made the Parties concern'd 
ſo well comprehend the importance of the 
Injury that was done them, that he rendred 
them irreconcileable to thoſe who were the 
Authors of ſuch Devaſtations, and made them 
as many Soldiers devoted to the Defence of 


J his Party, He with all haſte diſyatch'd away 


Courriers to Naples and Milan, that the firſt 
News of his Father's Death might be impart- 
ed there from him himſelf ; and the Meſten- 
pers were immediately followed by Gentle- 
men of Note and Truſt, who obtained, in fa- 
vour of Lorenzo de Medicz, the Confirmation 
of the Treaties concluded with his Predecel- 
lor, and brought new Orders to the Auxilt- 


- Jary Troops to at vigorouſly for his Intereſts, 
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The Magiſtrates he re-encourag'd, by af- | 
ſuring them, that what Soldiers were in 
Florence, ſhoald be employ'd to procure them 
Obedience. He gave the Friends of his Houſe | 
to underſtand, that they ought not to ſeek 
elſewhere, than in his Perſon, for the Foun- 
dation of their Union ; and made them fo. 
agreeable a Reproach for entertaining 
thoughts of knocking oft their ſeveral ways, 
that they cou'd not but bluſh out of meer 
ſhame ; ſo that he brought them again to a 
cood underſtanding of one another, He made 
them fall again to their former Functions, 
without the leaſt alteration. He obliged 
them to declare themſelves publickly in his 
behalf, for the rendring them the more firm, 
and to take away from the P777's the Hopes 
of corrupting them. In one word, he ads 
juſted all things ſo well, that the Republick 
did not ſufter any of the Revolutions with 
which it had been threatned by his Father's 
Death. 

But with all-this, it would have been im- 
poſſible tor him 'to have maintain'd himſelf Þ c 
by his own Virtue, if Fortune had not e || 1 
ſpous'd his Cauſe, and if his Enemies, in ſtead I it 
of repairing the Fault they had committed, | S 
had not augmentcd it by an unſeaſonable and I. v 

V 
n 
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affe&ted Obſtinacy. All the Rules of the 
Military Art did require, that Cog/zoye in tlie 
| very 
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Fery moment he had the | News of Pero de 
> Medici's Death, ſhould hav'e raiſed the Bloc= 
"kade' of Piſa, and caus'd ' his Army to' ad- 
| yvance towards Florence, tc foment the Intel- 
| higences which the Pzz7s maintain'd there, 
. Fand to be at lurch for nie king the Changes, 
> | which according to all appe:arance could not 
; | miſs of happening. The Pz77s conjured 
, | him to it with Inſtances which might proba- 
r | bly have prevailed. "They repreſented to 
2 | him, That the Pan Enterpriſe was no lon- 
e | ger in terms of ſucceeding; That the Suc- 
5, | cours of Naples, that were got into the 
d | Town, had removed the principal Foundati- 
is | on on which it way built, by diſarming the 
n, | Inhabirants, and diſpenſing them from all 
es | Military Functions ; That the Place wanted 
J. | neither Victuals nor Amunitions ; That there 
-k | was no expecting any Diſcord between the 
ch | Soldiers and'the Citizens ; and, That as Sax 
rs | Severino was a Man of Order, he would ea- 
fily appeaſe the Quarrels which might ariſe 
n- | among the Soldiers: From whence the Pzz7's 
elf Þ concluded, That they muſt refolve on ſpend- 
e- | ing the whole next Winter before Piſa, and 

ad | in the mean while leave the Florentines ina «+» 
ed, | State of executing all the Enterpriſes they 
nd | would frame, after having ſetled their Go- 
the | vernment ; or, That they ought to draw 
the] nearer to their City, that they might take 

ery | advantage - 


advantage of the Tumults, which their 
Friends would not fail of exciting there, 
However, Cog/ione had no regard to this 
Remonſtrance, and made appear by his Oh- 
ſinacy, that there is nothing more dange- 
rous than the putt ing ones Afﬀairs into the 
diſpoſal of a Perſo n that has not the ſame 
Intereſt for their {1ccompliſhment. The ſe- 
cret Orders of the: Yenetian Senate prevail'd 
over the General's Duty ; and the deſire of 
augmenting his o'wn Renown, to the coſt of 
San Severino's, and perhaps alſo of getting 
by the Ranſom cf the richeſt Barons of Na- 
ples, who had put themſelves into the Town, 


reduc'd all his thoughts wp that of ſuffering I 


nothing to go ir1 or out. 

Lorenzo de Medici being over-joy'd at his 
Adverſfary's fata.l Stupidity, loſt not one mo- 
ment of the Leiture afforded him. He took 
care of Affairs abroad, after his rerminating 
thoſe at home, and pave his Father-in-Law 
Money, to get into the Service of the Flo 
rentines the Troops appVinted for the Guard 


of the Eccleſaſtick Stare. He enabled the | 


Colonna's to Laſt thoſe 7ralian Forces again, 
which the French King and the Comnt de 
Charellois had Caſhierd after the War tar the 
Publick Good 5 and when he faw himſelf 
Rrong enough to appear in the preſence of 
his Enemy, he march'd out of Florence in 


Quality 


the Houſe of Medicis. "c 


Quality of Comiſſary-General of the Repub- 


lick ; and leaving all che Honour and Su- 
preme Authority of the Army to Federigo 
4 Urbino, he onely reſerved to himſelf the 
Care of its Subſiſtence, 

_ Federigo did not fruſtrate the Hopes that 
were conceived of his Valour. He went di- 
rectly for Piſa, with ſo much Reſolution, 
that Coglione (who detach'd himſelf out, for 
the viewing him the better.) doubted the be- 
ing defeated, if he ſuffer'd chimſelf ro be 
coop'd up betwixt the Neopo/ztan Troops 
which he held inveſted, and the Succours 
that came to their Relief. To avoid this 


Tloconvenience, which had made him loſe all 


his Reputation, he raiſed the Blockade with 
preat Order, as well as Diligence. And as 
he had no great opinion of the Florentives 
Army, becauſe near Halt of it were new Le- 
vies, he encamped in ſuch manner as if he 
deſign'd to preſent them Battel. Pederigo 
d Urbino and San Severino did not refuſe it, 
after having joyned their Forces; and Lo- 


Jrenzo de Medici was oblig'd to conſent there- 


unto, tho' he ſufficiently foreſaw, that it was 
a remitting, to the Diſpoſure of Fortune, the 
Freedom of his Country, and the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of his Houſe. The Particulars of this 
Fight upon the Banks of the River Riccard{, 
in the Territory of Bologye, are in all the 
Hiſtories 
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Hiſtories of Florence, two excepted, which 
they have perhaps omitted , becauſe they.ſ,; 
properly appertain to a Writer of Anecdota, 
The firſt 1s, That Coglione having invented a 
few days before the way of managing Artil- 
lery 1n the open Field, made uſe of it the Day 
of Batte], with-a very whimſical Succeſs; 
for it had no other Efie& upon the Floren- 
tine Army, than the taking oft Prince /er- 
cules of Ferrara's Boot-heel ; which all cal Þ 
complain'd of to Coglione, as a manifeſt Con: 
travention to thew Laws and Meaſures of 
War, in that diſtruſting the Valour of his 
Soldiers, he had invented the Secret of ſteal- 
ing the Victory, not finding himlſelt capable 
of gaining it by legitimate means. The ſe 
cond Circumſtance 1s, That the Battel not be- 
ginning before the Days declen{ion, and the 
Night coming on before it was ended, the 
Black Guards, Grooms, and Foot-men, and 
other Creatures of that ſtamp, kindled Flam- 


beaux, and fell to lighting their Maſters, in|, 


ſuch manner as they were wont to do at 'Tur- 
naments. 5 


To neither Side the Victory inclined; "# 


and the two Parties having bang'd them-J. 


ſelves weary, tho” with the loſs of very lit-þ 
tle Blood, retired with an equal Advantape. 
But Federigo d' Vrbino, who would needs. re*h; 
fine upon the manner of making War, which 
| x otherwile 


the Elouſe of Medicis. 
otherwiſe was then praQtiſed without any 
Craft or Artifice, bethoughr himſelf of gi- 
ring but two hours Repoſe to the Army of 
t [florence, and to lead it afterwards, without 
2 [ny noi, to attack the Enemies Camp. He 
| Jame thither at Break of day, and found Cog- | 
J Jhone's Soldiers fo faſt aſleep, that it was eafie 
5; fr him to take the Quarter which he aſſault- 
# fd, before the Troops appointed for the Guard 
7- If the other Quarters were awaked, and put 
ly finto a Poſture of Scli-defence. This Conflict 
was a little more bloody than that of the 
of Day before : But then, as they did not yet 
W Junderſtand in 7raly w hat it was to kill Men 
that made no Defence, and asked to be ſet ar 
NM Ranſom, the Exiles loſt in this Rencounter 
ittle more than the Sum of Money, which 
vas employ'd in redeeming the Priſoners. 
[he greateſt Miſchict fell upon Cop/ione, of 
vhom'the P7zz7's had ſo mean and flight an 
Opinion, that from that time they would 
ot confide in him the Command of their 
irmy. But the Yenetians pretending to te 
nore juſt Eſtimators of Unfortunate Virtue, 
e-eſtabliſh'd him in the Generalſhip, from 
hence they had outed him, ſooner than 
ras neceſſary for the retrieving their own 
Reputation ; and by that means perſuading. 
ie moſt incredulous Minds out of the Opi- 
lion, that he had not {0 Hy divorcd 
himſelf 
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himſelf from their Service, but that he was ſh 
linked to it by certain indifſoluble Chains. ''Þ 

The P3rz7's, that had diſmiſs'd him before tir 
they had made ſure of any other to ſupply | 
his Room, did not find out a General fo ea be 
fily as they imagin'd ; becauſe Borſtus of Eſte, Pi 
Marquis of Ferrara, on whom they had 
pitch'd, did not entertain the Offers they 
made him with all the Heat they defired, 
Too Judicious he was not to perceive, that 
the. Venetian Senate was really deeper con- 

cern'd in the 7aſcay War, than it outwardly || 

b appear'd.: And as he was a Neighbour to that Þ 

Republick, and had nothing to fear in that 

Jun&ure of Aﬀairs, as long as he ſtood in 

g00d Terms with it, he had no mind to Ft: 

thock it, in conſideration of the Pzr27's, who Þt1 
had nor Strength nor Credit to re-eſtabliſh ÞÞa 
him, if he came once to be turn'd out FÞ 

The fame Reaſon of State hindred the Þ 

Marquis from declaring againſt the Flore- Þ 

tines, ſince they were alſo his Neighbours, Þ 

and if they had not the ſame facility to ruine P' 

bim as the Yenetians, they might lay walte Þ 

the Land of Ferrara, by cauſing part of their Þ 

Victorious Troops to live at diſcretion there, |. 

and fo reduce his Subjects to Beggary. Þ 

Yet the extraordinary Civility which heÞ 
us'd even in his Refuſals, oblig'd him to let'Fot 
the Pitri's know, That tho' his Afﬀairs didÞ 

not} 


Ss. 


oM. 


IS, Þ 


ne 


ſte 


et 
re, | 
be Requeſt to Borſtus o, f Eſte; they conjurd 


| "the. Hooſe of Medicts. 
not-allow him to, declare for either Party, he 


ſhould account himſelf h: | appY, 1n contribu- 


ing to the Accommodati ion, if he was judg- 


ed capable of that Provin« te. The Pitt?'s not 
being in an extremely kind Poſture, not- 
ithitanding their Advar itage, made all due 


Reflexions upon Borſrus o F Ffte's Propoſition, 


JThey had not in themfe]-'ves either the Pow- 
fr to make Peace, or to | continue the War. 


They had ſo much the 1 nore reaſon to fear 
the being abandon'd by the State of Yenice, 
n that 1t had already def pair'd of gaining by 
their Revolt; and the Turks gave It new 
ſealouſles, by menacing 53 the remainder of 


thoſe (lands. which the y held in the Arcobz= 


elago. Coglione's Diſgr: ce diſcourag d their 
friends from alliſting tl jem: And as it was 
maintain'd for a Maxim in 1taly, That Rebet- 
ons were commonly fat, if to their Underta= 
ters, when Fortune was w anting to ſecond their 
Iſt Endeavours ; tney had more reaſon. to 
kar the being abando1 I'd by thoſe of their 
wn Faction, than they | had to pretend there 
jere in 7; uſcany ſuch ill-: \dvis'd Men, as to en- 
fr with them into new Engagements. 

Now this inſpired th em with the follow- 


im to be their Mediatc rr, and remitted their 


ſet Þitereſts into his Han | ds. Borfus had too 
did Fuch Senſe to take.upo; 1 him fo nice an Af- 


not | 


fair, 
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fair, without conſu|ilting the Oracle ; for ſuc 
. | ; 
the Yenetian Senai|e was then ſtyI'd: He ac-ſ 


quainted them wi ith the Requeſt which hadÞ 
newly been made 2 him from the Exiles of 
Florence : He co: mmunicated to them thef 
full Power they h: 1d ſent him, -and ask'd the. 
Advice of the Pre gyad; upon what he was to 
do. | _—= 
Told he was, T 'hat the Senate would bef}. 
very glad to ſee t| he Troubles of 7uſcany atÞ 
an end, tho? it we :re onely to take away all 
Prerence from Ca) lumny, of divulging (as it] 
did) that they we re fomented by the Yexe- 
Fians. There need ed no more, to make Bor- 
fi apprehend, th at the Senate would nofþ 
longer undergo the : Publick Odium, by pro-fþ . 
tecting Exiles, thai ! were become uſeleſs tofþ 
them by their Mist ortune, and ſuſpeRed by | 
Coglione's Degradat ton. He took this An- 
ſwer for an Allowa nce, and without loſing 
tune, writ to the Plorentines, Thar 1t they 
were in a Humour to hearken to Propoſals 
of Agreement, ſucl 1 reaſonable ones ſhould 
be made them, as t hey would be very lottf 
to reject. | 
Lorenzo de Medic f:had no ſooner notice olff 
_ this Offer, but he lefr his Brother Gzu/iam 
in his room at rhe . Army, and return'd tof . 
Florence, where he « -xamin'd with his Friends | 
whether it was the particular Intereſt of hi. 
OWIF. 


} 


9p | Hoſe od Medi 8r- 


, F own Honſe as well as that of Bl Repub- 


lick, to. conclude the Peace. '/ So. divided were 


3 their Sentiments, that there was No appeata 
ance of re-uniting theat; but Lorenzo, that 


had ſeen more-nearly the Miſchiefs of the 


War, and was reſolved to put a Period to 1t- 
| ſome way or other, brought over thoſe that 


;were of opinion to have it continued, by 


| repreſenting to them, That things had..1o 
- chang'd face ſince the War began, that they 


ſhould be infallibly miſtaken, if they reaſon- | 


ed upon rhe ſame Principles ; That the Pzrz7's 


in truth were not to be tear'd, ſince they 
had ſpent their whole Eſtate, and loſt their 
Credit ; That the Guelphs had left-them in 


# the lurch ; and, that the State of Yenice was 
' ſo weary of upholding them, that it.onely 


ſought after a plauſible Pretext to take away 
its Protection trom them, without noiſe and . 
' ſcandal ; That this Pretence conſiſted ia the 


| Negotiation whereinto the Marquis of Fer- 


rara deſired them to enter, and that he was 
of opinion 1t ought to be accepted ; - Thar.it 


'. would be for the Florentines to bate ſomc- 


. thing of the Conditions, under which 'twas 
pretended they ſhould relax a title of the 


| Severity of tlie Laws; and that, in the mean 
* While, they would derive all the Advantages 

| from a Suſpenſion of Arms, without the Pzz--" 

y . /'s being disburthen'd from the Charges of 


G maintaining 
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| maintaining their Troops ; That they would 
not reap any great Fruit from the Conelu- ] 
*{1on of the Peace, incaſe it was-made, as they | 
could hardly become more . miſerable than |] 
"they were, by the continuation of the War; | 
but that the Commonwealth of Florence in | 
genera], and the'Houſe of Medicis in particu» | 
lar, ran a riſque of loſing all, without having 
any hopes of advantaging 'themſelves, as. | 
Jong as their Enemies had their Swords in | 
their Hands, 
Lorenzo added other Reaſons of as great | 
moment, to thoſe I have now ſpecified, and I 
made his Friends ſo well perceive, that it'was I 
the Duty of a Republick, to allow Fortune. | 
*the leaſt Lock it could upon' itſelf, '*that he || 
made them condeſcend to Peace, They went } 
out of his Houſe with this Reſolution, and || | 
the next day caus'd it to be concluded inthe Þ ' 
'Council of Eight, That the TIntermiſſion of 
the Marquis of Ferrara ſhould be accepted. | : 
The Negotiation was of no long duration, || - 
and terminated, like all others that com- |} ' 
mence betwixt unequal Parties ; I mean, that | ' 
it was concluded at the expence of the weak- | 
er Side. The Pztt/s oblig'd themſelves to | -- 
difarm, and remain Exiles for Ten years ; at 
the Expiration 'of which, they ſhould be al- I 
low'd to return info their own Country, bn | | 
"condition of never [more exerciſing any Ma- 
giſtracy 


"the ie Riawe of Mediciz. WW 7" 

afſteacy orPublck Office. therein : And the 

| Commonwealth .granted an Ani t9ghoſe 
that had taken their part, at the Charge of 

| ſerving againſt the City, of YVolterra,, then 
 tevolted,. 

This City, more Famous; in Ancient than 
Modern Hiſtory, truck!'d to-that of Florexce 
with ſo muck the more impatience, as 4t had 
been-one of the Laſt that was ranged. under 
its Sway. And the Cantrariety of Humour 
evermore moft notorious between its Inhabi- 
tants and the #lorentimes, made them believe; 

| that there was no Yoke but what was-Light, 
incbinpariſon of .that they bore. Theſe rwo 
Cauſes had engag d them in rhe Party of all 1 
thoſe who had-declar'd themielves-at divers T 
times Enemies'to: the Republick,and had rnade 
them open their. Gates to Coglione's Army, 
as:ſoon as 1t appear'd before: their Walls. 
They had not been comprehended i in the Ne- 
gotiation, Whether the Pzrzi's had not the 
Power to do 4t, or had not much inſiſted to 
. | obtain it, becauſe thoſe of Yo/rerra had re- 
t | ceiv'd them wirhout exaCting from them the 
- | feaſt Engagement, either by Word of Month, 
. or by Writing. 
t Thus were they condemn'd by htny- 
|. | Martial to pay the Charges of the War, and 
n | the Principal Officers of the Florentine Ar- 
- | my prepared to lead their Troops thither. 
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edici onely waited'for the Re-: 


Lorenzo de 

» publick's Order to inveſt_ it; but this Order 
 wasnot given, for that the Council of Eight: 
could not eafily reſolve upon*the entire ruine 


of a Town of that Importance. This Council 


choſe much-rather to diſſemble the Fault it 
had committed,than to apply Fire and Sword 
to repair it. And the perfect Knowledge 
they fancied they had of the Genius of that 
ſtubborn People, per{uaded them, by a Subtil- 
ty of Ratiocination, to wink at their Revolt, 
They alſo imagin'd, that it would be loſing 
time, and putting the Authority of the Re- 
publick to the Judgment of Private Men, 
to demand of them tie Principal Heads of the 
Rebellion, which they would never deliver. 
And as they were neither willing to expoſe 
themſelves to the Affront of a Refuſal of that 
nature, nor puſh on to the laſt Extremity; 


againſt People they ſaw diſpos'd to expect it, 'f 
they were of opinion to treat thoſe of Yol» "i 
terra 1n the fame manner they were wont, I 


and io ſhew them by this Conduct, that they 
had not iaken notice of their Revolt, _. 
But [orext2 made them take up more Ge- 
nerous Sentiments,. y repreſenting to them, 
Thar the Crime ot the Yelterrans could by 
, no:means be ditſembled, in a Popular State, 
without expoling themſelves to the Peril.of 
a ſpeedyRevolution ; That there was no City 
Bs | in 
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inthe Territory of Blitrace, but would: fol- 

low, upon the firit occaſion, che Example 
that had been newly ſet tiiem, if they were 
not diverte4 from fo doing by the Quality 


of the Puniment under which they thould * 


be laſh'd ; and that Clemency was the Rock 
whereon ali Republicks, withour excepting 
that of Rome, had ſ{uffer'd\ Wrack, becauſe 
they were not in a Condition to practiſe 
that Virtue with as much ſecurity as Kings, 
| He added, however, That Indulgence ſhould 
; be usd towards t thoſe of Yolterra ; but that 
\ they ,muſt rit of all acknowledge them- 
| ſelves. unworthy of ir, and in craving it, ex- 
 ert thei Humility. 


Tieſe Reaſons were indeed -drawn from 


the prifoundeſt Policy ; but they were not 


' the ſole, nor even the principal, that made 
\ Lorenzo att in this manner. He had more 
particular and more preſſing ones, which 
grepreſented to:'him, his Honour and his In- 
reſt were both almoſt equally engag'd in 
'olis. Enterpriſe: of Yolterra ; the Burgers of . 


" that City having made mighry goaring 


\ Railleries, and infamous Satyrs, on the Sub- 

ject of his Youth, and his too great Familia- 
rity.with Angelus Politianus, and the Study 
of Polite L ting, to which he was a Pre- 
{render, contrary ro the Cuſtom of the /ta/zan 
'eaclemen, "Moreover , the War of the 
"MF "3 Ws Pitti's 
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Pitt/s had not laſted long enough to hand-' 


ſel his firſt Arms. There had been onely 
one Battel, wherein he ated meerly in Qua- 
Iity of '& Voluntier, and under the Orders of 


Federigo d* Urbino, A Soldier he was known 


£> be; but there was ſtill room for ſuſpicion, 
whether he was a Captain, until he was ſeen 
at' the Head of an Army, at&t of himſelf, 
and put happily in pratife what he had read 
in good: Books. The Neceility of his Affairs, 
and the Occaſion his Friends had for his con- 
tinnal Preſence in the Country, -did not ak 
low him to ſeek Employment among Stran- 
gers, and all /raly enjoy'd at that time a pro- 
tound Tranquillity : Wherefore in 7uſcany 


was he to ſeek whereon to make his Appren-. 
ticeſhip; and as it was not fitting, or hardly. 


poſſible in a Private Perſon, to raiſe a new 
War in his own Country, at leaſt without 
incurring the Publick Abomination, he was 


to husband well the Occaſion of doing it, 
that offer'dvit felf, for the attaining the Ads 


vantage aimed at, without receiving any Dar 
mage: -In few words, Lorenzo knew that 
rhe Pirtz's had not ated fo much againſt the 
Florentine Republick , as againſt him ; and 
held himſelf, by conſequence, the more near: 
ly bound to hinder their ſtirring for the fu- 
ture. Yet this could not be prevented, as 
long as they had the Convenieney of ſuch a 


City 
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and . near Plorence, to ſerve them for an 
Aſylum. 

Thus, the. Siege of Yolterra was reſolv'd 
on ; and the fame Lorenzo de Medici who 
had had ſufficient Credit to. get. that Enter- 


priſe undertaken, had likewiſe ſufficient to 


procure to himſelf the Commiſſion of per- 
forming it, He Inveſted the Place with the 
Troops which the Florentines kept in Pay, 
poſing the Attacks with Regularity e- 

nough, at a time whenhardly any thing was 
underſtood of Military. Archite&ure. The 
Beſteged, who had run themſelves, into this 
Tempeſt through their own Imprudence, 
ſuſtain'd it with more firmneſs than was ex- 
pected. They ſpoke neither of. Capitulating 


nor, Surrendring, and did on that occaſion 
' what could onely have been expected. from 


the moſt obſtinate Citizens of Old Rome. 
They defended their Town to the very laſt 
Extremity,tho' they had not any hopes of be- 
ing reliev'd; and when People ask'd. them 
what they meant, to do, they return'd an- 


ſwer, That they intended nothing elfe than 
the deferring their Slavery for fome Months. 


But in ſhort, thoſe who had yielded neither 
to the Violence of their Adverfaries, nor to 
Laſſitude and Wearineſs, ſunk under Famine, 
and deliver'd all up on Diſcretion. The 

G4 '* Mercenary 
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City, as Yolterra, very conſiderable of it ſelf 


88 "Y Seeret Hi Piſory * 
Mercenary Soldiers of the Florentines, who 


already were all preparing to put them to | 
the Sword, and then ſeiſe on their Eſtates, 


were ſtrangely ſurpris'd, when they ſaw they 
were fruſtrated of their Pretenſtons by their 
General” s Addreſs. 


And indeed, it was neither the Intereſt / 
nor the Genins of Lorenzo to abandon Yol- 


terra to Plunder : For befides the Loſs the 
Florentine Republick had ſuffer'd thereby, 
that Perfon would ever have been look'd on 
as Sanguinary, under whoſe Orders the Place 
had been deſolated: Whereas by preſerving 
it from the Licentiouſneſs of the Soldiers, a 


Man might promiſe himſelf the Applauſe of 


all Degrees in the Republick, when the State 
of Yolterra ſhould have put a period to the 


Averfion which the Florextines barbour'd for. 


irs [nhabirants. 


This Reflexion was ſo ch the more ſo-. 


lid, in that there was not at that time any 
People who with more levity sKipp'd from 


Hatred, apparently irreconcileable, to Love, 


than that of Florence. And Lorenzo, who 
had already experienc'd it more than once, 
in the War againſt the Pir27's, did of his own 
proper motion an Action of Clemency to 
the Enemy, which he foreſaw mnſt needs be 
13de up and reconcil'd in proceſs of time, 
tho” it was not eaſie to bring it to *paſs - 
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| the poſture ' things then were reduc'd to. 
' The Army he commanded, was not whol-. 
, | ly to þe confided in by him; for beſides the 
7 | Regulated Troops, ſeveral Companies in it 
r | were of Banditti, who had not lubjected 
themſelves to the Fatigues of the Siege, but 
in the hopes they had.entertain'd of Plunder. 
- | Jt could not otherwiſe be expected, but that 
e | thefe Banditzz: would contemn the Orders 
7, | that ſhould be given them to abſtain from 
n | Pillage, and mutiny, ſo to have a Pretext to 
e | enter Yolterra in a fury. This made their 
g | General uſe a Stratagem, wh:ch they too late 
a | found out, to prevent being deluded by it. 
f | As ſoon as he was inform'd, that the Townf- 
e f men reſolv'd to hold out no longer, he feign'd 
e | a Deſire to raiſe the Siege, and Caſhicr'd the 
r | Men for which the State had no Tonger any 
occalion, He cauſed a general Muſter to be 
9 | made of his Army, and reform'd ſech Com- 
y Þ| panies as hediſtruſted. Their Commanders 
m {| complain'd openly, That they were robb'd 
e, | of a Pillage that was their due, and caus'd the 
o | Aſſault to be ſounded: but they found Troops 
e, | that Zorenzo had made ſure of, poſted upon 
n | the Avenues, that ſtopp'd them in their 
to | Carrier, and conſtrain'd them to be jogging 
be | back to Romagna, there to continue thelr 
e, | Robberites. | | 
Then did Lorenzo de Medici enter Yolterra, 
| 70 granting 
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Fortunes, and: onely- excepting out, of the | 
General Pardon ten or twelve of the, moſt 
culpable, that were hang'd. He us'd the reſt 
"with all poſſible Moderation and Charity, 
and conſtrain'd them to. praiſe him for ha- 
ving been their Dceliverer, even againſt their 
Wills. The. Florentines did for their part, 
what Lorenzo had foreſeen. His Condu&t 
they blam'd at firſt, for having fav'd (as they | 
fajd ) their moſt irreconcileable Enemies : 
But they did not remain three days in ſoun- 
reaſonable an Opinion. They quickly own'd, 
That as it had been neceffary to uſe Severity 
towards -the Yolzerraxns, when they, pre- 
tended to caſt off the Yoke, it was fitting he 
ſhould change his Method, after the Incon- 
veniencies, of a long Siepe had convinc'd 
them, by their. own Experience, of the im- | 
poſſibility of avoiding the Domination and 
Authority of the. Florentines, Thus that . 


and decreed him Honours at his Return, 
which he made appear how much the more 
worthy he was of, in that he refus'd them 
without Diſdain , and without ſo much as 
AfﬀeRation. 

_ Having ſettled his Reputation, by Arms, 
he bent his Thoughts and Endeavours during | 
Peace to the Eſtabliſhment of his own ag 
mily. þ 


granting the piowimy fey cir | Lives ind. | 


People ratificd all that Loreyzo had done, l 


Tj . % Hopes 4 OY 

© | mily> - And as he had already two Sens © 

' | born; he deſigoid. his Brother Gia/zazo for 

' | an Eceleſiaſtick, tho' he had not any diſpoſt: 

' | tion: thereunto : For bating the time he ſpent 

| ma Turnaments, in which he commonly won 

- | the Prize, Sloth and Impuritizes ſhared the 

\ | Hours of his Life. , Otherwiſe, he was 'of 

+ | Stature tall, -of an advantagious Shape, and 

- | ſhew'd-fo much Wit and Courteſie, that his 

; | Brother imagin'd he would infallibly change, 

* | if he came to be exalted toa, Digaity which 
requir'd his carrying himſelf with leſs Licene 

» | tiouſneſs. That of Cardinal appear'd at that 

' | time very commodious for this Deſign, for- 

" || afmuch as the Popes having not yet be- 

" | thought themſelves of conterring it upon the 

| {| Children of Soveraigns and Imperial Princes, 

" | Magnificence and Luxury had not then got 

" | admittance into the Sacred College, nor di 

) | they look upon thoſe Vices as its Principal 

Fi Ornaments. Beſides,the High-Prieſts had not- 

» | yet figured to themſelves, that their Autho- " 

» | rity was wounded, in putting Afairs of mo- 

© | ment into Deliberation in the Conſiſtory, 

l } and reſolving upon! them by the number of | 

ol | Sufirapes: From whence it came, that eaoh Y 
Cardinal had as mugh Buſineſs as was negd- ; 

” | ful fora Perſon of his Rank, not to be idle, if 

> | he would weigh Matters juſtly and perti- 

5 -nently, about which he well knew his Advice - ' 


| would be required. __ Thus 
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"Thus Lorenzo fel] toIntriguing,in the Con-" 
cern of a Cap tor his Brother, and employ d. 
ſuch puiffant Sollicitations to Pope Sivrus | 
the Fourth, as to have reaſon to believe, it | 
would be oranted him at the approaching J® 
Promotion : For he did not contcnt himſelf li: 
with the good Offices of the Republick of |! 
Florence, whoſe Recommendation had ever _ [5 
been much regarded at the Court of Reme, 
in all ſuch like Conditions of Affairs ; but he: 
likewiſe cauſed the King of Naples, the Duke 
of Milan, and the Genoueſes to intercede, | 
whom his Holineſs took a pride ro-oblige on JE 
all Occaſions. Nevertheleſs, the Pope was lo 
inflexible, and refus'd the Cap in ſuch terms, $4 
as took away all hopes of obtaining it, du- NEC 
ring his Life-time. Lorenzo nert]'d at ;the IV 
Aftront, which was inſeparable” from fuch. ÞÞi 
kind of Refuſals, laid hold on the fir" Oc-, E 
caſion fhat Fortune preſented him witha 
to be reveng'd; and did it with a Succels 
that had like to have ryjn'd him and all his 
Houſe, by the Intrigues and Snares I. atm [T 
ing to repreſent. 

Sixtus the Fourth had been 2 poor Corde-. fs 
lier of Savora, to whom Cardinal Beſarion's JÞ2 
Eſteem had acquired the Dignity of Cardinal. PU 
The wonderful Talent and Knack he had. at J*c 
Preaching, and the extraordinary Zeal whuch WI 
carried him to maititain the Immaculate Con- 
ception | - 


— 
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ception of the Mother of God, had inſinua- 
ted him into the Party of thoſe who valued. 
themſelves upon a particular, .and (as I may 
fay) ſingularis'd Devotion. © Afterwards, he 
mounted to the See of St. Peter, by his Al- 
; Fliance with Cardinal Borgja ,, and the hopes 
* {the Latter had of obtainirig -the Abby of 
. I Sablac, and other rich Benefices, for the ac-: 
knowledgment .of the Suffiages of a very 
Jpowerful Faction in the Conclaye, which be 
diſpos'd of in Quality of Cardinal-Nephew. 
We | Afﬀter this, Sixtus never troubled his Head 
1 Jabout concealing his Failures, as being no 
s [onger afraid of their injuring tus Fortune. 
; (And it was obſerv'd, a lutle while after his 
- {coming to tlie Papacy, that he was agitated 
with a Warlike Spirit, dire&tby. contrary to 
\ ſhis Avguſt and Heavenly CharaGeer, and po. 
Bicls'd with ſuch an Ambition: to. aggrandize 
ſhis Family, that he did not value violating 
Sthe Laws, or conniving at the molt extraor- 
Jlinary Licentiouſneſs, provided he raiſed is 
out of the Duſt, wherein it had been buried. 
J This Ambition ſeemed ſo much the more 
.. Iſtrange, in that.it;from the very beginning 
; Ipaſiced over the Barriers his Predeceſiors had 
al. [pur to theirs,” in what regarded their 'Rela- 
at [tions : For, whereas they had reſted fatisfied 
th with delivering. them out of Miſery, in caſe 
, n- vey were oppreſsd, or in helping them to. 
= lb: maintain 
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—_* raintain their rape kay, dy- Conſideration, if | 
it was lfaftrioeis; Sextus: his am: was nos; 
thing leſs, at his coming'tothe Papacy,ithar 
the preferting-h.is to the Higheſt Dignities 
of Civil Life. 
He had nine-_Nephews'; namely, ive: of 
his own Name. della Rivere, who: Were - 
Children of his three Brothers already dead ; 
and four that went by the Names'of Rziarw; 
Baſſo, and Sanſonz0, which were the three Fay 
- milies into whiszh his Siſters and one of his 
Nieces had married. Of the five Paternal- 
Nephews, two of them were Sons of Rafaele. 
his eldeft Brother, namely, Giul:ano and Gio- 
vari. Ginulianu had received the Cardinals 
Cap that becarrie vacant by his Uncle's Exab 
tation, and th@&Title of Saint Peter in Bonds: yp 
And becauſe he then teſtified an Inclination Þ; 
to France, he was made Biſhop of Carpent Jig; 
tras, by which means he infinuated himfelf JJ 
into the Amity of King Lewis the Eleventh jy 
who gave him many Benefiees: Gzovarni hatl Þ 
acquired, at his Unele's Coſt, the Soveraign» [ic 
ties of Sora and Sinigagiia, in Umbria'; and Þ 
had ſuch a fair Proſpe&;, as:to fanſie he was " 
' almoſt ſecure of ſucceeding inthe Dutchy of fa 
©Urbin, by his Marriage with Giovanna onely [fic 
3: Davphiter to the Famous Federico the Firſt, [thi 
Duke of that State ; for tho' Federico hid-a Fhe 
| Son call'd Gaidubar, that Son had fo a_\ ho 
' -  Healt 
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alth , that the Phyficians deſpair'd of his 
Fhring: long enough to leave 'any thing of 


his Name to Poſterity. The Pope's third 


'Nephew was his youngeſt Brother's onely 


Son; call'd Zzonardo. He had- the Truſt of 


Prete& of Rome,and was ally d to the Houſe 


of Naples, by marrying a Natural Daughter 


of King Ferrando. 'The fourth and fifth Ne- 
phews, call'd Chrifoforo and Domenico, wett 


|Sons'of his Holineſſes third Brother, ang poſ- 


ſefs'd the Seigneury of Yiconove, and. ſeveral 


Fother Noble Lands towards the Coalſt of 
Genan. 


Bur it was not the Exceſs 'onely of the 
Pope's Ambition, which' tendred it infup- 


{portable ; it being accompanied with x Ca- 


priciouſneſs of ' Humour, that was built net- 
ther upon Intereſt nor Probability : For, the' 
$ixtas in” all appearance ought to have fer 
A reater 'valut' on: the five Nephews 1 have 
mention'd,than onthe four others, thar 
way appertain'd to him:on the Womens 
Nide ; 'tho' al rhanner of Reaſons oblip'd him 
* todo; and tho” Gim/Zano altohe; who whs 
the eldeſt, was endued with all the wondet- 
reridred his Potiti- 
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ly [ficate fo famous, under the Name of Girlio 
ſt, [ithe:Second; moſt cerrainit 45; that he could 
| a Thever obtzin from-his Uncle ether to-com- 
tle] port Himſelf as Head-of the -Houſe d#V#a 
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Revere, or do the FunRions of Cardinal:Ne- | 
| -phew'; Or that his Brother , Or three Coulins, 
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thould any more thanhe- profit by what was 
zefus'd tings. rey” 46-4 | 


Ina word, Sixtus his Rrongeſt Inclinati-. 
ons were ever in favour of his Siſters Chul- 


dren, and principally of the eldeſt, who had 
two, namely, Piero, and Geronimo Riario. 
#7cro iiad . been 4 Cordelier as well as his 


| Uncle,” and deſerved perhaps thereby. the 
preference in his Friendſhip. He was made 
Cardinal the fame day as Giz/zano, but had 


the advantage over him, in being declared 


Cardinal-Nephew, and carrying the Biſhop- 
rick of 7Treviſa, 'which Gzuliano had beggd. 
Afterwards, he had the richeſt Benefices con- 


ferr'd on-him, that fell vacant ; and fo pow- 


erful was he rendred, that he had the great- 
eſt Trajn of any of the Sacred College. But 
his Defe&s were ſo great, that Fortune alone 
cou'd neither corre& nor cover them : for, 
.on the one fide, he was ſo prodigal, that the} 


Revenues of the Papacy could. hargly. cope 


with -his hideous Expences ; and in. his, time 
At was they firſt ſaw at Rome, ſince the Lord- 
ing Days of the Ancient Ceſars, a Man whoſ 
conſumed in two years ſpace. Two hundred} 
thouſand Crowns, which he, had gat from| 
his Uncle, and Sixty thouſand he had. bor- 
, row;d; He obtain'd for himſelf the Generalſ' 
LEES Legantineſ 
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I the Houſe of Medicis. 9% | 
- | Legantine Power in 7taly, and viſited by ” 
» | turns in that Qualicy the Princes and Re- 
S | publicks, that lus Splendor and Magnificence 
\*} might be the more ſeen and ador'd: but he 
- | had fo weakned his Health by the multitude 
- | and exceſs of his Debauches, that he had al- 
d | moſt wholly loſt the uſe of the moſt neceſ- 
o | fary Parts of the Body, at Five and twenty 
sf years of age. by 

E Contrariwiſe, lis Brother Gerozimo , on 
le | whom the Pope had caſt his Eyes, to make 
him his Principal Heir, was more ſevere, and 
d | had no fondneſs for any other Divertiſement 
pf than that of Hunting. He loved Action to 
d. | that degree, that atter his rate of talking, 
n-F there ſeem'd nor to teany Afﬀeairs in the Ec- 
y- | clefiaſtick State, of moment ſufficient to em- 
tj ploy him. He would needs manage all, and 
utY was vexd at thoſe who dutifully- offe:'d 
My to eaſe him; but in return, he burnt with 
Ny the fame Fire as his Uncle; and the Sove- 
he raignty of Forlj, which he had purchaſed ſo 
Peg dear, had onely ſerv'd to give him the great- 
er diſguſt to a Private Lite. And indeed, he 
- had conceived ſo much Averſion to it, that 
OJ he had prevail'd with the Pope to create Car- 
red} dinals Geronimm Baſſo his Aunt's Son, and 
only” Rafaele Sanſonzo his Siſter's+Son ; and could 
ors not endure his other Relations, whom he 
ay was conſtrained to leave in the Obſcurity of 
H chew 
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their Birth. -- He had been ſo-cajoll'd: bythe 
Duke of Mzlaz; that'this Prince had match'd 
him with Caterina Sforza his Natural Daugh< 
ter ; and the Pope, 'in-conſideration 'of this 
Alliance, had ſent on the very Wedding-day 
'a Cardinals Cap co the youngeſt of the Legi- 
timate Soris of that Duke, call'd 4ſcanio., 
Riaris had nothing more to do' to 'com- 
pleat his Eſtabliſhment,than to ſer footing in 
@mgria, from whence it would. have been 


eaſie for him to ſpread himſelf into Romagna; '| 


and perhaps likewiſe into 7u/cany : but as he 
had no'Troops, and that a great deal. of Mo- 
ney was-needtul for the neceſlary-Levies,his 
Uncle made no'fcruple of fetring' to fale the 
Oflices of the Chancery, and'the” Courr of 
Rome, Which under the preceding Popes had 
ever been the Reward of Ability, or- Virtue, 
He created five Colleagues, through whoſe 
Hands all Expeditions of the Datary 'muſt 
paſs ſucceſſively;;-and-nine new Offiees 1n the 


Apoſtolick Chamber, that were purchas'd at 


exceſſive 'Rares. - He-made no Keflexion' ei- 
ther 'upon the ignominious Commerce: he 
was going'to introduce, on the honeſt. Lt 
| berty he was about to ſtrip the Court of Rome 
of, or the Inconveniencies. that -would enſue 
from the time when's ſtop would*be pur to 
the'Labour'and' Induitry-of the moſt-yefin'd 
Ttaltnns; by rettetiching gratuitous Dignivics, 
{19013 | Wort ; which 
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which ferv'd them for a Bait, and enkindled 
their Emulation. He avgmented 'the anci- 
ent Impolts, and-created new ones. He cre- 
ated \ extraordinary Tenths .. and likewiſe 
brought an Army on foot, whereof the Car- 
dinal de San. Pieroraccepred the Legation, ra- 
ther to ſatisfie his Warl:ke Humovr, than out 
of kindnefs to:Riario, whoſe Proiperity he 
could not look upon withour Envy. 
 Federigo d'.)rbin was requeſted to accept 


| of being General ; and to ENg48C R1mM to act 


the more heartily, they cllanged his Generae 
lity and Quality of Count, nto-that of Dyke. 
They diminiſhd the Duties and Arrears he 
Annually paid..to the Apoltolick Chamber, 
in Fealty tor @r4izo. They tetch'd him te 
Rome, to receive the Honours cominonly 
paid to Crowned Heads; and they caus'd 
him-to go with the Cardinal of Sr. Peter in 
Bonds, to invetlt the City of, Lodd?, it being 


 deſign'd for the firſt Flower of Riario's ima- 


ginary Monarchy. Loddi held our, and was 
taken by Aſfault, yet without being plun» 
der'd: They proceeded no farther than Dex 
cimating the, Inhabitants, and fav'd their. E+ 
ſtates in conſideration of him. who was tobe 


their Maſter; 


The City. of Spoletto had. almoſt the ſame 
Fate, 1G Yo Was' ſabdu'd with ſo much the 
more caſe, in-that thoſe of &4;ario's Fattion 
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too The Secret Hiſtory of _ 
prevailed over the other Burgers, who had 
ſer themſelves at Liberty ; but they mer 
with more Reſiſtance at Citta dz Caſtelo, be- 
cauſe Nicola Viteli, the Proprietor, ſhew'd 
more Reſolution, and was better aſſiſted. His 
| particular Union with Lorenzo 'de Medic: 
made him implore the Succours of the Flo- 
;  rentine Commonwealth, which refus'd him 
' it publickly, at the ſame time that it granted 
it in private, becauſe Lorexzo on the one ſide . 
would not come to an open Rupture with 
the Pope, and on the other, was overjoy d 
to revenge himſelf of the Aﬀront he had re- 
ceiv'd,by ſupporting a Juſt Cauſe, and divert- 
ing the Danger wherewith his Country was 
threatned, ſuppoſing Riario ſhould ſeiſe on - 
@mbria. | | 
Thus, the new Duke d* 2rbino and the 
Cardinal-Legate were conſtrain'd to frame a 
Regular Siege before Citta di Caſtello, and 
ſee the braveſt Troops they had raisd,moul- 
der away before that Place. However, they | 
pain it at length, tho' it was not till after | 
three Months Circumvallation, and on Con- | 
ditions more honourable to Yitre/i than-to 
the Beſiegers, fince they were reduc'd to-let 
him continue ſtill in the Place, in-Quality of 
a Private Gentleman, by purchaſing ata dear | 
Rate the Lands he poſſefsd in the Neigh-*T 
bourhood, He had the Value of then paid. | 
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him .down on the nail, before the Capitula-. 
tion was executed ; and this ready Money 
enabled him ro recover ſome time-after, by 
Surpriſe, C:tta di Caſtelo, to drive ſhamefully 
thence Rjiario's Garriſon, and raze the Citadel 
they had begun to. build in that Place. 
The Pope, who had beeg long. enough 
Vitel?*s Friend, to know him to the very 
botrom of his Soul, and judge, that he would 
not have been capable of making fo ſubtle a 
Treaty as his was, or recovering ſo ſoon what 
he had loſt, if Lorenzo de Medices had not af- 
ſiſted and prompted him under-hand : the 
Pope, I ſay, conceiv'd ſuch a ſpite againſt 
Lorenzo, as he could not diſſemble : So difh- 
cult is it to diſguiſe the Paſſions, when they 
arearriv'd to an Exceſs. He fell into a kind 
of Frantick Fit, at the firſt news that was 


brought him thereof; he turn'd pale with 
- Fury; he wept; he loſt his Stomach, and 


remain'd ſome days without daring to hold a 
Conſiſtory. | 

To the Florentines he complain'd thereof, 
in Terms highly injurious to Lorexzo, which 


bl 


menac'd him with ſomething very hideous 


and fatal : but the Re-eſtabliſhment of Y7#+ 


telli had. been manag'd with ſo much Cun- 
ning and Secreſie, that the Naxcio reſiding 


" at Florence could never produce againſt Lo- 


renzo other than ſuch weak ConjeCtures as 
” W119 WB 
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fell Srefirty of themielves.' Thus all the' 
Satisfaction the Pope obtain'd, was made wp 
onely of moſt'humble and obedient Comple- 
mients ; and-Lorenzo was abfolv'd after a man- 
ner ſufficienitly glorious to confound his Ac- 
cuſers. Yitehi remain'd peaceable in Citta'd+ 
Coſtello, the Pope having no more Armies 
for the Befieging it again ; and his Holineſs, 
in whom this Diſgrace had onely augmented 
the Deſire of aggrandizing Riario, under- 
ſtood, that he was to proceed in that Deſign 
by fuch ways as created fewer Enviers; and 
were not ſo ſubjett to Obſtructions, 

"The firſt Ut ofter'd it elf, was that of the 


Acquifition of Faenza ; and Fortune onely 
ſtarted it, to have the pleaſure of ſhamming 
Sixtus once again, This City ſerv d exaCt- 
Iy tor a Center to his old Deſign, for that*it 
was ſituated in the midſt of rhe Governiment;:, 
which he pretended ro found for his Nephew, 
in the Provinces of Romagna, Tuſcany, and 
Umbria. It had already, for ſeveral Ages, 
belong'd to the Houſe of the Manfred?'s: But 
Aftorre, who then held it 'with the Title of 
Soveraignty, had been ſo prodigal in his 
Expences, that his Revenue being uncapable 
of paying the Intereſt of what he ow'd, his 
Creditors had had recourſe to the Apoſtolick 
Chamber. and had causd' him to be fum- 
mon'd | in Quality of one owing Fealty to the 
Holy 


_ Holy: OM for: the being» bartd: R 5p |; 


Principal. - | 

:.;Aftorre afpeer d by his Attorney and deſird 
time: But-as his Spoil was fo conſiderable, as 
tooblige his Judges to become Parties againſt 
him, his Eſtate was call'd in by Out-cry, and 
adjudg'd-'to: his: Creditors for Thirty -thou- 
ſand Crowns, in caſe they. were not paid in 
forty days after the ſignification of the Sen- 
thnce.;  .; 
\The- Creditors had agreed with the Pope 


' to-make over their Rights to Rzari for the 
| like Sum ; but+ Lorenzo had no ſooner notice 


of 1t, -but he refolv'd to. break the Bargain. 


' Not but that -he foreſaw, there needed no- 


thing more.to make the Pope's Fury burſt 
Out, iand hamper .himfelf .in. a Buſineſs that 
would-laſt as long as the Life of him he was 


 Loing to ſhock: Neyerthelels he proceeded 
* 1N it ; whether he thought- he had already 


ſo 'incensd. Pope Sixtus, that no Meaſures 
'were any longer to. be kept with him ; or 
that he accounted the Acquiſition of Faenza 
tby the Rzarz#s-ſo prejudicial to Florence, that 
not onely his Riches and- his Lite, but alſo 


;the State, were to be hazarded for the pre- 
venting of it. And indeed he underhand 


procured People to let 4/torre know, That if 
he: would treat with them, and give them a 
Procuration in right Form, . they would en- 

H 4 dcavour 
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deavour to acquit it, without making him 
loſe his Soveraignty. Aſtorre remit them 


with open Arms, abandoning to them all his 
Revenues for Twenty years, in conſideration. 


of an Annual Penſion of Two thouſand Du- 
cats, on condition to diſcharge it, and deli- 
vering'a Power, by whoſe favour they went 
immediately to fummon his Creditors to re- 
ceive their Reimburſement. 

The Pope having not in the leaſt dream'd, 
that Lorenzo durſt provoke him once again, 
did not believe that 4forre's Engagiſts ated 
in good earneſt. And as his Pericranium was 
eaſily poſſeſs'd with certain things, he ima- 
gin'd that 4fforre had made uſe of this Slight, 
to obtain ſome days longer Reſpite. To no 
purpoſe was A7arzo's Repreſentation, That it 
was convenient to have recourſe to ſome For- 
malities and Quirks of Law, for the avoid- 
ing the Signification of the Engagiſts ; he 
cohtinu'd fix'd to have the Creditors taken 
at their Word, fo to render their pretended 
Colluſion the more ridiculous. But when 
the Ad of their Conſent was taken, and 


rhey preſſed to agree on the Day and Hour 


of Payment; when they had given them 
the Choice of Speczes, and told them out the 
Money ; then the Pope's Hatred againſt Le- 
renzo broke out ſo much the more, in that he 
had retrench'd himſelf of all Judiciary means 
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to hinder- the Reimburſement, However, 
it became him to put a good face on't in Pub- 
lick, and chearfully conclude the Aﬀeair, wait- 


ing for a fitter Opportunity to make Lorenzo 


feel the. Recoil and Counter-ſtroke of the 
Acquiſition he had prevented, G09 

Here would be the Place to relate the 
Pazzis Confpiracy, which was onely the 
Product of thoſe two bold Aﬀions Lorenzo 
de Medici had newly done. But Politian, 
the greareſt Humaniſt, and a Man the moſt 
Skill'd in Polite Learning fince its firſt Re- 
eſtabliſhment in Europe, hath given us ſo 


_ fine and pathetick a Deſerption of it,that it is 


almoſt impoſſible to add any thing thereunto. 
Thus I ſhould be obliged to tranſcribe it Word 


for Word, or abridge it, as the Hiſtorians of 
|- #orencefince have done, without excepting 


Franciſco Nero the Lawyer, whoexercis'd his 
Talent upon the ſame Subje&, by Queen Ca- 
tharine of Medicis her Order. But as this 1s 
denied me by Procopius, I can adventure no 
farther than ro ſet down here ſuch Particu- - 
lars of that Conſpiracy as have been omirred, 


and borrow from Hiſtory ſome Incidents, 


neceſiary for the weaving them all into a 
Piece. P77 


 *Franceſco Pazzi was ſuch another Man, as 
Catiline repreſented by Salu/?.. He had all 
the good and bad Qualities of that _ 

: op. Ag- 
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Adventure, we;  eafog of not i 
ving plugred: in; Debauchery either the Viva- 
cicy of tijs excellent Wit, or. his innate en- 
terpriſing Humour. His Family was. rec» 
kon'd among; the--Beſk of, Florence, and his 
Father left him vaſt Riches; which onely ſup- 
ply'd. tor. ſome few years the: Luxury. of his 
Table, and his: other Diverſions. The im- 
poſſibility, of borrowing anew, reduc'd him 
to leave hzs Native Country, and go to Rome, 
where the-molſt extr2 »rdinary Genizs he had 
at/;nventing new impoſitions, under. plauft» 
ble Pretexts, ;fir{t introduc'd him .into; the 
Knowledge, and then into,.the Pope's Inti- 
macy. and Truſt. By means of this Famili- 
arity, -Pazzz” Repping from Concerns,of the 
Bank into. thoſe of Policy, and ſeeing the 
Pope-in the utmoſt rage againſt the Houfe 
of Medici, and-in the fatal Diſpoſition that 
Hatred muſt have attain'd to, for the becom- 
ing inveterate and irreconcileable;, he pro- 
pos'd:to him the exterminating it, by,an At- 
tempt that imight inſtate the Family of; the 
Riario's in the. Place the Medici's held at #(6- 
rence. I thould not dare to ſay this; ubleſs-1 
had Ouuphrius for my Warrantee, a Learned 


Auguſtin Friar, entirely devoted to the,Inte- 


reſts of the Court of Rome : That Sixturem- 
' brac'd the Overture, on 'condition, that atter 


the Murther of Lorenzo 82 Giuliano de Medici, 


a 


ty rg Oy oi = pn wy we, + © Arey Uo. 


oa th ; Houſe of Mails BS -- - 3 
4 i kind of Government ſhould-be, ſettled; at k 


Florence; in which all things: {hould be- re» 
gulated according to the Intention of the. 
Holy See ; and that the Pope, ;to avoid. the 
Scandal all Chriſtendom waud receive, it it 


 appear'd, that his Holineſs; who ought onely 


ro harbour Thoughts of Gentleneis and Le- 

nity, after his Example from whom heide- 
rivd all his Authority, had trolled in. his 
Underſtanding ſo black a Crime, and of fo 
long Execution, he caus'd the: Model of it:to 
te drawn up by his Nephew: .&iario,;- and 
commanded: him iri ſecret to concert it with 
Pazzi, and take: all the Meafures neceſlary 
for the bringing it about. 4 

Riario and*P azti agreed, That the Enter- 
priſe was of *\ſuch a Conſequence , that the 


'bare-Forces of the Ecclefiaſtick State were 


not ſufficient to buoy it up; and that. betore 
all things, it was-neceſfary. to hook the Duke 
of Milan and the King of Naplesinto the Des 
ſign. ' The Duke'of Milan would have been 
much more proper for fuch a Buſineſs, by 
reaſon of the' Neighbourhood of that Duke- 
dom, and of the eafineſs of receiving thence 


1 Proviſions neceſſary for the ſurpriling Flo- 


rence, and carrying on: the War. But this 
Prince had the Imputation of. keeping his 
Word with fo little exatneſs, that there was 
no likelihood of erabarking him in an Aﬀair, 

of 
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_ of which he would have become the Maſter,as 
foon as he ſhould have been truſted with the 
Secret ; beſides, he was fo fickle in matter of 
Averſion, as well as of Friendſhip, that there 
was no relying on. his not treating with his 
Capital Enemy, an hour after having conju- 
red his Ruine.. 

The King of Naples was farther diſtant 
from Florence, and more bewildred in Dome- 
ſtick Matters; but, in recompenſe, had a 
Sanguinary Diſpoſition, and by conſequence 


more ſuſceptible of the Deſign they pretends | 


ed to inſpire him with. Moreover, he hated 


the Houſe of Medici, fince it had the Confi- 


dence to ſound him upon a Match of Lorenzo 
with one of his Legitimate Daughters, be- 


fore he married Clarice Orfini. In ſhort, there 


were Troops at Naples, which were to be 
Shipp'd in order to their putting in Refreſh- 
ments into Santori, the Siege of which Place 
the Turks had been conſtrain'd to raiſe ; and 
thoſe Troops might advance towards Tuſcany 
without giving ſuſpicion, becauſe the Patri- 
mony of St. Peter was bound to defray part 
of them, Feet? 


| Whereupon, the Pope was beſought to | 


ſend to Naples ſuch a truſty Man, as thould 
ſo ſweetly tickle King Ferrand's Humour 1n 
-- the moſt ſenſible part, by perſuading him, 

that the Scope of the Revolution they meant 
to 
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to introduce into the Plorentine Republick, 
was onely to re-eſtabliſh the Kingdom of 
Eftruria, whoſe Scepter ſhould be ſway'd by 
his Natural Daughter, for whom he had more 
afte&tion than tor the reſt of his Children; 
that might make him conſent to what was * 
deſired of him. The Emiſlary that was di- 
ſpatch'd to him, puſh'd on the Poirft much 
further : for, to hamper him in ſuch manner 
as that this timerous Prince might have no 
pretext to go back, he made him ſend the 
Duke of Calabria, his eldeſt Son, into Tuſca- 
y, under the Sham of ſolliciting new Aflig- 
nations of the Arrears of Pay owing him 
from the Commonwealth of Florence; but, 
in effe&, to be upon the Spot when the Con- 
ſpiracy ſhould break forth, and to fix by his. 
Authority, and the Renown of his Valour, 
thoſe who had nor yet determined what they 
had to do, or elſe to draw in the Principal 
of the Florentine Nobility, who would re- 
fliſe declaring againit the Houſe of Medici, 
unleſs they ſaw they were abetted by a 
Prince of that Conſideration. 
The Duke of Calabria began the Journey 


' that was enjoyn'd him, without knowing 


what he was going about, they having 
judg'd him too Sincere and Generous to take 
upon him ſo ſhameful a Commiſſion, if he 
had penetrated into the Myſtery: of the bot: 
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neſs; ''Me was: onely. given: t0-underſtend, 
That! he: went'to Head thoſe Forces, whom 


the Pope: had given good Quarters to in Ro- 


' magna, that ſo'his Preſence myght oblige them 


to'Iive with: mores refervedneſs. - But Ria- 
rio's and Pazzi's extended ſtil] much farther. 


Fhe Qard.nal-Nephew's continual-Riots had 


{quatted him in kis Coffin at twenty eight 
years old ; and the regret Riarzo had for his 
Erother's untimely Death, did not hinder 
him from endeavouring to keep his Benefices 


and Dignities in his Family. To that intents 


having not yet any Boys out-of the Cradle, 
he bethought himſelf of making young Ra- 
faele Sanſonio, his Siſters Son,, go by the 
Name of Rzario, and preſented him to the 
Pope to fill the Place of Cardinal-Nephew; 
tho” he was as yet but ſeventeen years of age. 
The'Pope, who could deny Rzario nothing, 


imtnediately preferr'd that young Man into' 


the Rank he defired ; and Rzarzo, to take ad- 
vantage of the Good he had newly procur't 
him, ſent him into 7ſcany, under the maſque 
of perfe&ting his' Studies at Pz/a, which for 


LaW«at that time was the moſt celebrated. 


Univerſity--1n /taly. But in truth, he had 
Ioid his Meaſures ſo well, that the young 
Cardinal Riario' was to take a Journey to 
Florence, without any 'other Intention on his 
part, than' of viewing thar::fair..City ; tho' 


Riario's 
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- - the Hoſe of Medic. mn 
Riario's'aim was for him to: be. there: juſt ar 
theitime the Conſpiracyſhould be:cxecuted,' 
that ſo his Preſence ; Might -animate ſuch of 
che Plotters as were irrelolv'd. or. tearful,-and 
bring all the Authority, which Pazzz judg'd 
necetlary, for the Confunmianon of the Con- 
ſpiracy.-.: 
There: remained nothing more. than the 
gaining Pranceſco Salviati, Archbiſhop-ot Pzx 
/a;; by reaſon of uling the Credit he had at. 
Floremee,, and te have upon all Events and 
| Occaſions a-Retreat into his: Palace. Old 
Pazzi took upon him: this Commiſſion, and 
perform'd it almoſt without any trouble, by 
reaſon that the Reſemblance of rheir Anours 
and Fortune had-engag'd them: in fo. particus 
lar-an Union, that they blindly eſpous'd one 

_ anothers Pafſions and Caprices. . They were 
both 'of an age, and they were. created 
Kmghts on'the fame day : They tnade-'n6 
Profeſſion of any. Vartue, either” Moral. of 

+ Chriftian; they. plaid perpetually at Dire, 
ſwore confoundedly, and thew!d: nd reſpodt 
to:Religious Matters. 

- But beſides this Society of bending ang 
Riot, two Reaſons there were; that. faſtned 
the Archbiſhop: ot-Pz/a on the Undertaking, 
Firſt,;Becauſe.that 1n the purſuit: ofthe Arch- 
biſhoprick,” which he had. got, by Cabal, by 
es and other irtegular Coutſes, which 

: were - 
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The Secret Hiſtoryof _ 
were then morein uſe in 7ealy, than they had 
been for nine or ten Apes afore, this Prelate 


. had met with no greater Oppoſition than 


what came from thoſe two Brothers de Mes 
 dici, tho' he had ſurmounted them at length, 
by the Pazz?'s Credit at the Court of Rome, 

The other Reaſon was, That to nooſe this 
retchleſs and voluptuous Spirit in an Enter- 
priſe which requir'd ſo extraordinary an Ap- 
plication, they were forc'd to footh him with 
the Flonour he woujd acquire by declaring. 
himſelf the Deliverer of his Country, and. 
aſſuring him, moreover, of a Cardinal's Cap 
at the firſt Promotion. 

Now, they had nothing more to do, than 
to aſſemble, in a Place convenient, for the 
drawing up the Model of the Conſpiracy ; 
and Giacomo Pazzi ofter'd for that purpoſe his 
Houſe of Pleaſure at Montag/io, where the 
Principal Acchmplices met, under ſhew of a 
Hunting-Match. There it was concluded, 


- That Franceſco Pazzi, who bad lately inſt-. | 


nuated himſelf into the Confidence of Gzu/i- 
ano de Medici, through the Hopes he had 
given him of favouring him with a Lady 
whom he extremely lov*d, ſhould mind him 
to perſuade Lorenzo, that tho' their Houle. 
had no great reaſon to be ſatisfied with the 
Pope, yet it was becomingly handſom, con- 
ſidering the Firſt Rank he held at Florence, to 
8 | - rreat 
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the Houſe of Medieis. © 113 
treat the Cardinal-Nephew , .tho' it were 
onely to teſtifie to the People, That his Re- 


ſentment was quite over, for the Rebuff he. 


Had met with at Rome. 
They ſuppoſed Lorenzo de Medici would 
immediately take the Cue, becauſe they 
knew, the two Brothers lived in ſuch Unity, 
thar the one had no ſooner explain'd his 
Mind upon Honeſt, and even Indifferent 
Things, than the other conſented to them : 
Beſides, his Humour was ſo naturally prone 
to Magnificency, and to paying that ſort of 
Devoirs, that Decorum and Civility exacted 
frem Perfons elevated above the Common 
Rank, that there needed nothing elſe to di- 
{poſe him efficaciouſly thereto, than the fur- 
niſhing him with the Occaſion, Thus, as 
they | ſuſpected it would be in one of their 
. Country-Houſes that theſe two Brothers 
would receive the Cardinal-Nephew , to 
make him the better rellith the Divertiſe- 
ments of the Seafon ; it was concluded, that 
his young Eminency ſhould be conduQted by 
one half of the Confſpirators, who ſhould 
ſnap the Opportunity of aſlaſlinating the 
two Brothers in the midſt of the Feaſt; 
while the other half, that were to ſtay be- 
hind in the City, ſhould with the Archbi- 
ſhop's aſſiſtance excite the Sedition, and en- 
deavour to riot the People, by makinf their 
I Ears 
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_ Ears ring with the pleaſing Word of .L7- 
 BERTT. 


Franceſco Pazzi perform'd his Commiſſion 
in the very firſt Viſit he paid to Gzuliano de 
Medici : For, after the Compliment at en- 
trance, he civilly beſought him, with a jo- 
cund tone, to tell him the Day that his Bro- 


ther and he had choſen for the Regale of the 


Cardinal-Nephew, becauſe his Uncle being 
willing to do them the Honour of being the 
firſt to treat his Eminency, was preparing to 
invite him on the morrow. Gzzlzano was a 
little ſurpris'd, and bluſh'd at this Queſtion, by 
reaſon of the Coldneſs that was between his 
Brother and rhe Rzario's on his account ; 
however, he made anſwer, 'That his Brother 
had not as yet ſpoke to him of it, expecting 
the Cardinal-Nephew to tarry ſome time at 
Florence ; but that nevertheleſs they would 
that Night diſcourſe the Point together. And 
indeeds Lorenzo had no ſooner notice that 
the Pazz; were to entertain the Cardinal- 
Nephew, bur he thought it behov'd his Ho- 
nour to be beforehand with them. He took 
his Meaſures with his Brother for that.pur- 
poſe, and gave the neceſſary Orders towards 
the preparation of a magaificent Feaſt in the 
Houle of Frejola, which he judg'd more 
commodious than his other Seats of Pleaſure. 
The Cardinal-Nephew was invited, his o 
as 


— 


* 
des on Me 


\, Pi 
—_ ” Y PREeny Vo —— | I OT " Wo © la 


 & »- ww 4 


£ TEE) _—_ % Abd£ C .- 5% CS - Oh Þ # w 
POLY = Me v OS oe EA IE. 4 " «Ys x 
- > has _ us I - F 
Is +5. . X « : RET vi "aA 5, k 


—_— 
% 


the Houſe of Medicis; T1; 


ask'd, and he oblig'd to appoint it, after he 


had for a long while very handſomly excus'd 

his ſo doing ; and Giuliano de Medici let 

Franceſco Pazzi know 1t. | 
The Contpirators made all ready with fo 


much the more eaſe, in that the very Per- 


ſons they meant to aſlaſſinate,furniſh'd them 
in the nick of time with all the Precautions 
they needed to keep, by informing them at- 
ter what manner Lorenzo de Medici pretend- 


[ed to do the Honours of his Houſe. But the 


Day being come, Giz/iavo was feisd with 
ſuch a Defluxion upon his Eyes, and with ſo 
troubleſom an Overtlowing of Flegm upon 
the Stomach, that it was impoſlible for him 
to quit his Bed. Lorenzo, ſeeing his Mien 
ſtrangely alter'd, was far from preſſing him 
to riſe ; but ſent for the Phyſicians, and con- 
jur'd them to have a care of a Health that 


-was no lefs precious to him than his own; 


taking Horſe immediately, to get to Frejoda, 
before the Company he was there to en- 
tertain. | 

He came out to meet the Cardinal, and 


| accoſting him with a Countenance on which 


ſofnething ſad was caſie to be diſcernd, he 
begg'd his Pardon for being there alone to 


© pay him that Office. He accus'd the Acci- 


dent that had befallen his Brother ; he ex- 
preſs'd his Circumſtances in ſuch Fermis, as 
S\ almoſt 


rn dra, 


INI _ 4 c?TI 


k . 41 _”—_ 
NV. WW #* a vo 1 C5 ded 
. v ; i 


I16 The Secret Hiſtory of 
almoſt madded the Confpirators, as acquaint- 
_ Ing themby what whimſical Adventure For- 

tune had robb'd them of one of their Vi- 
ctims. But as there was no remedy, they 
were forc'd to compole their Looks like Men 
who had no other Thoughts than thoſe of 
Recreation, At the very firſt they had 
| agreed not to execute their Enterpriſe by 
halves, becauſe that one of the two Brothers 
remaining alive, would have been ſufficient 
to maintain the Advantages of his Houſe in 
the Republick of Florence, Thus, the Paz- 
27s having a little recolle&ted- themſelves 
from the Amazement in which they were 
plung'd by G7«/ano's abſence, had nothing 
elſe to do, than diſpatch one of their Accom- 
plices to the Archbiſhop of Pi/a, to let him 
know the Diſappointment , that 'ſo there 
might be no unſeaſonable and ineffeQtual 
Commotions in the City. 

The Feaſt at Frejo/a was very Magnif- 
cent, and Lorenzo de Medici ſpar'd nothing 
of what might ſerve to perſuade the Cardi- 
nal-Nephew into an Opinion of the profound 
Reſpect he had for the Pope, notwithſtanding 
all paſt Tranſations. The Cardinal-Nephew, 
who knew nothing of the Perſonage he was 
put upon acting, had the leſs trouble to com- 
mend the Delicacy of the Meats, and. the 
ExaQtneſs wherewith they were ade” == 

0N- 


the Houſe of Medicis. 2x17 -- "0 
Conſpirators were not. able to conſtrain : 
themſelves with fo much Arrtifice, but that 
it would have. been eafie for Lorenzo to ob- 
ſerve that they were extremely unhing'd, if 
his ſollicitude for his Brother's Illneſs had left 
him all the freedom of Mind that was natu- 
ral to him, and ifhe had had leſs application 
to what he did. He acquitted his Share of 
it with much politeneſs, and the Cardinal- 
Nephew departed from Frejola, equally ſa- 
tisfied with the Courteſie and Good Chear of 
his Harbinger. 

By this Diſappointment the Confpirators 
were not diſcourag'd from their Attempt : 
And as Giuliano's Fluxion was ſpent in a few 
days, they fancied his Brother and he wou'd 
not fail of being on the Sunday following, 
the twenty ſixth of April, at the Great 
Church, tho' it were onely to accompany 
the Cardinal-Nephew, who meant to ſee its 
Ceremonies. Upon this, they fram'd a ſe- 
cond Proje&, for the aſflaſſinating the two 
Brothers de Medic; in the Temple, The Im- 
piety of the Plot, beſides the Majeſty of the 
Place, could not be more execrable; ſince 
they took for a Signal the auguſt moment 
of the moſt awful among the Chriſtzan My- 
ſteries; I mean, the time when the Prieſt 
ſhould lift up the Hoſt. Then Antonio Yol- 
terra, and the Governour of the young Prin- 
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ces Pazzi, call'd Signiore Stephano, engag'd 
to kill Lorenzo de Medici with their Poig- 
niards, while Franceſco Pazzz and Bernardo 
Bandini ſhould by the ſame Cobrſe diſpatch 
Giuliano. The Archbiſhop of Piſa, follow'd 
by Gzacopo Poggio, Son to the Tutor of the 
two Brothers de Medici, and accompanied by 
. the greateſt number of the Confpirators, 
and all Sa/viati's Kindred, that were in great 
Conſideration, undertook to ſeife at the fame | 
time the Town-houſe, under pretext of vi- | | 
ſiting Ceſare Petruzzi, who lodg'd there in | 
Quality of Gonfaloniere. And old Gjacopo | | 
Pazzi, at the very inſtant he ſhould have | 
word brought him of the two Brothers 
Death, was to take Horſe, adorn'd with his 
Collar, and march dired&ly to the principal 
Place, where all the Friends of his Family 
ſhould wait for him in the poſture of Armed 
Men, to afford Aſſiſtance to the Archbiſhop 
of Piſa, if he ſtood in need of any, againſt 
the Town-houſe. _ 
For the better ſecurity, Franceſco Pazzti 
would needs know of Gzuliano de Medici, 
whether his Brother and he would not be 
at the Temple; and Giuliano made him an- 
ſwer, That they would not fail of paying 
their Attendance. And indeed, the Hour 
and Day being come, Lorenzo was there one 
of the firſt, as deſigning to receive the Sacra- 
TE ments 
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"the Houſe of Medicis. *"  IT9. ©7223 
ments of Penitence and the Fuchariſt : and [ 
the two Men appointed to aſſaſſinate him, _ 
went and planted themſelves by him. But 
they had already begun to ſing the Anthems 
Introductory to the Maſs, when as Giz/iano 
did not yet appear ; whether his Good Ge- 
nius had made him change his Deſign, or 
| that he had ſpent too much time in Drefliing: 

The Confpirators were very uneafie on this 
account, and they alreacy fancied their En- | 
terpriſe diſappointed, becauſe that failing the 
ſecond time, it was morally impollible to 
keep it ſecret, conlidering/ the multitude of 
| thoſe that were privy tov the Plot: When 
| that Franceſco Paz2i bethought himſelf of a 
Trick, which accordingly did his Buſineſs, 
He took his Companicn Bax4inz along with 
him, and ſcourd immediately to Gzu/iano's 
Apartment-door. They found him buſfie a 
_ curling his Hair, and fajuted him with a 
Countenance that could be nexther more jo- 
cund, nor more calm. They check'd him 
after a merry, gay, and facetious manner, for 
his Sloth ; and Franceſco Pazzi taking him 
aſide, told him, his Miſtres was at Church, j 
ſo beauteous, and well dreſsd, as chal- "| 
leng'd the. ogling of all the young Gentle- j 
men. This Hint entirely vanquith'd Guli- 
ano's Reſiſtance, and ſurmounted the laſt Ob- 
ſtacle that his good Demon 1nterpos'd to his 
I 4 Misfortune. 
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Misfortune. He made ready with all dili- 
gence ; and thoſe two Murderers, under pre- 
renſe of ſeconding his Impatience, ſerv'd him 
for Valets de Chambre. Then they took him 
under the Arms, and conducted him in that 
poſture to the Church, where they were no 
ſooner arriv'd, but the Priett lift up the Ado- | 
rable Hoſt, and unwittirgly gave a Signal ex- | 
pected by the Conſpirators, tor the commit- | 
ting the moſt hideous of Sacrileges. A 
Pazzi and Bandini ftabb'd Giuliano to death | 
with their Poijgniards, and did the like to 
Nori his Domeſtick, as he was going to araw 
his Sword. Lorenzo had not come oft at a 
cheaper rate, had the others faln upon him 
at the ſame Inſtant: But as his Murderers 
were not ſo diligent as his Brother's, whom 
he already perceiv'd they had Poigniarded, 
that ſad Spectacle made him draw his Dagger 
with his Right Hand, and wrap vp his Lett 
Arm in his Cloke. When he was attack'd 
by Antonio de Volterra, and by Steffano the 
Prieſt, he defended himſelf with a Preſence | 
of Mind that wrought his Satety : For, tho' 
at the very firſt he receiv'd a Wound in the 
Neck, from whence there guſh'd a great deal 
of Blood, he parry'd ſo long, that his Friends, 
who being back'd by ſome couragious Prieſts, 
had the leiſure to: joyn him, and cant him 
into a Veſtry, that was accidentally open, | 
ſhutting 
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\. the Fiouſe of Medici 121 
ſhutting the Door upon him before Bandinz 
could reach him, who ran after to diſpatch 
him out-right. In the mean while; the Arch- 
biſhop of Pi/a came to the Town-houſe, and 
ask'd to ſpeak with the Gonfalonzere. The 
Porter made anſwer, He had order to' let 
{ noChriſtian in, for that the Gonfaloniere was 
newly ſer down to Dinner with the Captains 
of- the Wards, whom he had invited. The 
Archbiſhop was a little ſtartled at this Acci- 
| _ dent, which he had not foreſeen; and ma- 
| king uſe of the firſt Sham that came into his 
| Head, he replied ro the Porter, That he muſt 
neceſſarily ſpeak with the Gonfalonzere at 
that very inſtant, as bringing him Orders 
trom the Pope, that could not be one ma- 
ment deferred. The Porter did ſo much the 
more eaſily believe what the Archbiſhop 
roid him, in that he ſaw an extraordinary 
Attendance ; and without making further 
Reflexion, went to tell the Goxfalonzere, That 
the Archbiſhop of Pz/a had a Brief to deliver | 
| him from his Holineſs. The Gonfaloniere 
thought it very ſtrange, that this Prelate 
ſhould come and importune him at a. time, 
when People are not wont to treat of Serious 
Matters. However, as it was unhandſom to 
deny him Admittance, he roſe from Table, 
went to receive him, and led him into an 
Upper Room, This was done fo in a trice, 


becauſe 
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: - becauſe the Go»faloniere was atraid of making 
his Guefts wait, that the Archbiſhop had nor 
the leifure either to reſolve in himſelf, or to. 
agree with his Accornplices, after what man- 
ner he ſhould back the Lie they had paumi'd 
upon the Porter. From thence 1t came, that 
when the Gonfaloniere, aiter the firſt Com- 
pliments, ask'd him for the Brief he brought 
trom the Pope, he not onely made no poſi- 
tive Anſwer, but furthermore, the Crime he 
was involy'd in preſenting 1t ſelf then to his 
Imagination, with all its Blackneſs, diſturb'd 
him in ſuch manner, that he cou'd not for- 
bear bluſhing and turning pale at the ſame 
time, nor ſhewing by frighttul Looks, and a 
ſtammering ruttl'd Speech, part of what he 
had in his Mind. 

Then the Gonfaloniere, a Man exceeding 

diſtruſtful, (as are commbnly all Florentines) 
ſuſpeted that Ambuſcades were Jaid for 
him; and leaving the Prelate dumb and aſl o- 
niſh'd, ruſh'd out of the Chamber, to call 
the Soldiers which the Republick maintain'd 
for the Guard of his Perſon, and of the 
Town-Houſe. Poggio, who went in with 
the Archbiſhop, wou'd have with-held the 
Gonfaloniere ; but this Mzgiſtrate being 
ſtronger than he, knock'd him down with 
his Fiſt, and made but rwo Leaps to get in- 

to the Dining-room, and give his Gudlls 

notice 
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notice to ſeek their Safety in the Dungeon, 
He made them pop into it, and ſtood upon 
' the Steps, to defend and ward the Paſlage 
 witha Spit, which meer Hazard put into his 
Hands. | 
The Confpirators that attended the Arch- 
biſhop, out of reſpect ſtaid all at the bottom 
of the great Stair-caſe, except Pogg/o, who 
' had taken him under the Arms, to help and 
| _ uſher him up; and had divided themſelves 
| into the Hall of the firſt Story, which ſerv'd 
| for the Meetings of the reſpetive City- 
| Companies or Guilds, for fear their Multi- 
' tude ſhould give Umbrage, 1t they were per- 
| ceivdall together. Whereupon, a Circum- 
| ſtance 1s to be remark'd, which having been 
omitted by the Florentine Hiſtorians, renders 
their Narration obſcure and defeQuous ; 
namely, That the Gonfalontere's, when they 
entred upon the Magiſtracy, were wont to 
cauſe all the Wards of the Town-houſe Locks 
to be changd : And Ceſare Petruzzi, who 
had then that Character, and valu'd himſelf 
upon being an Engineer, had caus'd them to 
be made with ſo much Arrtifice, that rhe 
Doors, upon the leaſt touch, ſhut of rhem- 
ſelves, but could not be open'd without the 
Keys, which by conſequence remain'd ever 
tied to the Porters Girdles. 
Thus, in the very moment that the Gox- 
| Pe faloniere 
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falonjere call'd for Help with an hideous Out- 
cry, the Hall-doors of the firſt Story came 
to be ſhut up, and the Confpirators caught 
(as it were) ina Trap. The People, natu- 
rally inclin'd to Superſtition, were afterwards 
perſuaded that the thing happen'd miracu- 
louſly ; and Lorenzo de Medici did not trou- 
ble his Head much to undeceive them, be- 
cauſe it was for his advantage, that his 
Country-men were of opinion, that Heaven 
concern'd it ſelf moſt viſibly in preſerving 
the. Race. of Medici, But it's more ſafe to 
attribute the Cauſe of this Event either to 
ſome one of the Gorfaloniere's Domelſticks, 
who having his Mind leſs poſſeſs'd with Fear 
than his Camrades, bethought himſelf of 
pulling to the Doors; or to the Tumult 
which aroſe in the Town-houſe, ſufficiently 
great to make upon the Doors a Motion ca- 
pable of ſhutting of themſelves; or to the 
Conſpirators, who at that very inſtant they 
heard the Gonfalontere call out to Arms, ima- 
gin'd they were betray'd, that their Conſpi- 


racy was diſcover'd, that the Archbiſhop of 


Piſa was a Prifoner, and that People were 
coming to them to ſeiſe upon their Perſons. 
Thus the Care of their own Preſervation, 


baniſhing from their Minds the Deſign of 


making thmſelves Maſters of the Town- 


Hall, they now thought of nothing but of 


bare 
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the Elouſe of Medicis. I25 
| barricadoing, and making a ſtout Defence, 
| till their Companions, who were in the great 
| Church, having maſſacred the two Medic?'s, 
' or thoſe that were to ſecure the Publick 
| Place under the Orders of Chevalier Pazzz, 
| couldrun to diſengage them. 
| Not to determine any thing in this Caſe, 
| There they remain'd coopd up, till Lorenzo 
| de Medici, having been taken out of rhe Ve- 
' ftry, where the Prieſts had bound up his 
| Wound, was brought back to his own Houle, 
| by a great multitude of People, of all the 
Orders of the City, and principally of the 
Mobile. From thence he caus'd himfelf to. 
| becarried to the Town-Houſe, where all the 
| Magiſtrates were immediately conven'd. Not 
very long was the Deliberation, becauſe the 
Medici's Friends having had the leiſure to 
ſend unto all Parts, to inform the Citizens of 
| what occurrd, they had exaggerated Gu/i- 
| ano's Murther, and the Peril with which the 
| Commonweal was threatned, with Terms 
ſo pathetick, that the whole Town had ta- 
ken Arms, and the Boldeſt had ſeisd on all 
Avenues of the Guild Hall, ſetting Guards 
;  1n the GreatPlace which was before it. Thus, 
there was nothing elſe heard from all Parts, 
than a Confuſion of Voices, which demand- 
ed a good and ſpeedy Juſtice: And as it was 
not in the leaſt to be deferr'd, without eh 
tae 
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_ -the Great Gate ſhut up by the number of 
thoſe who offer'd themſelves to ſerve for Ex- 
ecutioners, the Magiſtrates caus'd Ropes to 
be faſtned to the Bars of the Windows, 
where the unhappy Poggzo was the firſt 
| hang, and then the other Plotters; who 
ſeeing on one ſide the Fury of the Peopleiex- 
traordinarily animated againſt them, and 
the Doors broke down by Order of the pre- 
ſent Magiſtrates, yielded themſelves up on 
Diſcretion, becauſe they cou'd not do other- 
. wiſe, at leaſt without killing one another. 
Never SpeQacle was ſo hideous, and yet 
never Spettacle wrought leſs Compatiion. 
The Maletattor was ſcarce half ſtrangled, 
when they cut the Rope for him, to make 
room for another; the Body fell down, and 
the People immediately tore it to pieces. 
Not a Man of them was excinpt from the 
Puniſhment ; and all the Favour that was 
ſhewn to the moſt Illuſtrious among the Ac- 
complices, was to execute them the laſt, 
Franceſco Pazzi, the Author of the Conſpi- 
ſpiracy, who had wounded himſelf dange- 
_ rouſly in ſtriking Gi«/iano de Medici, could 
not get out of the Town, and was fain to 
hide himſelf in his Uncle's Houſe, : where he 


was diſcover'd by a Maid, and was conduct- | 


ed to the Town-Houſe. 
The Curious obſerv'd, That he ſpoke not 
{0 
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the Houſe of Medicis. 27 
ſo much as one word, and there- appear'd not 
any Mark of Reluctancein his Countenance, 
bur onely the Signs of a moſt diſdainful and 
lofty Fierceneſs. He was hangd at the 
Window that is juſt above the great Gate, 
and there immediately appear'd the Archbi- 
ſhop of Piſa to keep him Company. They 
firſt induc'd him to diſcover the whole Train 
of the Conſpiracy, and to write it down, 
and ſign it with his own Hand ; which that 
Prelate was prevail'd with to do, upon a be» 
lief, that the Magittratescoming to be mov'd 
by this Effect of Condeſcendency, would 
ſhew reſpe&t to his Character, and abate 
ſomething of their Severity. Yet he was 
ſerv'd like the reit ; and whether they had 
a mind to add a peculiar Infamy to the Pu- 
niſhment that wiss common to him. with his 
Accomplices ; or, the ardour of the Hang- 
man that executed him was too great to ex- 
amine what he d:d; or, 1n thorr, that they 
were glad to put that Atiront upon the Court 
of Rome, in order to puniſh it at leaſt in that 
manner, for having been fingering in fo des 
teſtable an Action : This untortunate Prelate 
was noos'd up in the Pontifical Robes he 
chanced to have on, The neareſt SpeCtators 
of his Execution obſervd, That when he 
was turn'd off, he faſtned his Teeth in - 
Pazzi's Body that hung at the next Bar, and 

bit 
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bit his left Pap with ſo much fury, that the 
Executioner had much ado to make him ler 
go his hold. 

His Brother, and Contdgerioes, who 
went both by the Name of Gzacopo Salvatz, 
were truſsd up by him: but the old Cheva- 
lier Pazzz, advancing into the Publick Place, 
to raiſe and mutiny the People, ſeeing they 
liſten'd to him no otherwiſe than by way of 
deriſfion, and began already to ſurround him, 
and pelt him with Stones from off the Hou» 
ſes tops, ſpurr'd on his Horſe, that was in- 
deed a vigorous Steed, made his way through, 
and got happily out through the Gate della 
Cruce : But he retiring towards the Moun- 
tains, and having no Money about him, 
was conſtrain'd at two days end ro take Re- 
fuge in a Cottage, to get ſome Food, and fell 
his Horſe. He was known by the Peaſant 
he addreſs'd himſelf to ; and that Man be- 
ing not altogether ruſtick and dull, immedi- 
ately harbour'd a Defiga upon rhe Perſon of 
his Gueſt, for the gaining the Reward which 
the Magiſtrates had appointed for him that 
ſhould bring him in. He receiv'd him with 
oreat appearance of Humanity , and made 
him the beſt Chear he could. He perſuaded 
him to ſtay in the ſame Place, while he went 
to ſell his Horſe ; but in ſtead of performing 
what he promis'd, he went and diſcover'd 

him 
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him to:the Magiſtrates of Florence, whoſene | 
immediately to take him. up. His Proceſs 
was perform'd in the wonted Formality : and 
{:attering himſelt with the ſame.Hopes that 
made the Archbiſhop of Pſa reveal all the 
Secrets of the Conſpiracy, he confirm'd that 
Prelate's Depoſition, and added thereto the 
Names: of the Accqmplices, and the Share 
that each had had in,it. Ina word, he did 
all that Cunning and a baſe Puſilanimity in- 
ſpir'd him with, to fave his Lite: Eut when 
he faw that they proceeded, however, to con- 
deman him to the Gallows, and that they ſent 
him a Prieſt to prepare him for Death, he 
laid aſide the Maſque, and would not hear- 
ken to any other Sentiments than thoſe 
which Corrupted Nature ſuggeſts to Mad and 
Deſperate Perſons. He obſtinately retus'd 
to die as a Chriſtian, and drd invoking the - 
Devil. Yet the Magiſtrates were not want- 
ing to ſee him buried in a Church in Florence, 
Where his Anceſtors had been Interr'd ; bur 
the Rabble, whoſe Fury was augmented by 
the laſt Contempt which the MalefaGtor 
ſhew'd to the Holy. Sacraments , unearth'd 
his Body,and threw it in the Layſtall; from 
whence Juſtice causd it to be taken, and 
ſecretly buried in a Church-yard : But this 
onely ſerv'd to renew the Tumult ; for, di- 
{covering | the Place where he Was, they 
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-open'd the Ditch with their Nails, took out 
his Carcaſs, dragg'd it along the Streets, and | 
after the men were grown weary of disfi- 
I guring it, they abandon it to Children, |. 
| þ who threw it into the River Arno. I 
35 Rinato Pazzi, his Couſin, was no more hap- 
- Þy, tho' he had a lefs dangerous Commiſſion. 
| He had taken upon him to make the Pea- 
_ ſants of Mugells revolt z but thoſe Bumpkins | 
tied him Hand and Foot, brought him to the 
Town-houſe, where he found his Proceſs 
made, and the Hangman ready to execute 
it, Of all the Conſpirators, onely the brave 
z Monteſecco had the favour of being put to 
- death after a leſs infamous manner. 


Nt Monteſecco, one of the gallanteſt Men of | ' 
ix Ttaly, eſpous'd Rzario's Intereſts, and onely 
4 f out of compliance to him had a hand 1a the | 


Conſpiracy. He promis'd to Poigniard Zo- 


; renzo de Medici at the Feaſt of Frejola ; but 
| the Execution having been put off, he fell by 
| - chance into Converſation with this Lorenzo, 
| and was ſo charm'd with his PerfteCtions, that 
—— he refus'd to kill him, under the ſhift, that 
| when he had giv'a his Word, 'twas onely to | » 
| commit an Homicide, by aſlaſſinating a Man 
| in his Houſe; and not an execrable Sacri- | « 
ba lege, by profaninp the Altars with his Blood. | *! 


His Excuſe was allow'd of, becauſe the young | 
Pazzi's Tutor offer'd his Service to ſupply | : 
his 
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his Place: And as he was neitherin the Great 
Church, nor in the Town-houſe, he had the 
better Conveniency of making bis Eſcape ; 
but he'could not fo ſoon take Refuge in the 
| State of the Church, but that the Garriſon, of 
Radicoſano ſtopp'd him upon the way, and 
fent him with a ſtrong Guard to Florence, 
where he had his Head firuck off; 

Seigniore Stefano and Antonio de Volterra, 
who were to have aſliffinated Lorenzo de 
Medici, having thus miſs'd their aim, thought 
it high time.to flip out of the Church in the 
beginning of the Fray ; and while thoſe 
who aſliſted at the Mals were too much ter- 
riftd, and too bufie about Gi«liano's Body, 
| and Lorenzo's Perſon, to mind the Murderers, 

_ they ſtole ſoftly to the Door, and made their 
K Eſcape toa Monaſtery, where they were re- 
| ceiv'd by the Religious, who three days ab- 
ſtain'd diſcovering them, wherher they took 

» | pity of them, or would thereby maintain 
their Convent 'in the Right of SanQuary, 
t | | which they pretended to have obtain'd frong 
t Popes atid Emperours. But the Magiſtrates 
0 

1 
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/ 


| orderd a general Search throughout tte 
| City, which was perform'd with fo much 
- | exaQnels, that the ſaid Seigniore Stefano and 
]. | "his Companion were drawn out of the Place 
g | Where'they thought they were in Safety, 
y | and conducted to Puniſhment. | 
S We 6 EM All 
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All the Pazz/s Relations, all their Allies, 
nay, and all thoſe that had any Eng:gement 
with them, were clapp'd up in Prifon, tho” 
there was not any Proof againſt them ; ana 
Guglielmo de Pazzi Was confia'd for all his/ 
Lite long to a Village, notwithſtanding he 
had marri'd Lorenzo de Medici's Silter, and 
that this Virtuous Lady had thrown her ſelf 
at her Brother's and the Magiſtrates Feer, 
to obtain, that her Husband might remain 
free, ſince he. had been wholly clear'd by all 
the Depoſitions of the Accomplices. This 
was ſoinewhat an extraordinary thing, that 
' 1n fo great a number of Conſpirators, there 
was but one that could get out of the Domi- 
nions of Florence, without being ſeis'd ; and 
this very Perſon that eſcap'd, was the moſt 
culpable of all. | 
It's well enough known, that I mean Ban- 
ini, This Aſfailinate had not been fo very 
much blinded with the Promiſes of Impuni- 
ty, wherewith Rzario had ſfoothed his Ac- 
complices, as not to provide for the Security 
of his Perſon in caſe of neceſſity, He had 
borrow'd from his Friends, and from thoſe 
who engag'd him in the Conſpiracy, conſide- 
rable Sums, which he put into Yexetian Mer- 
_ chants Hands, for the receiving them in Con- 
Jtantinople ſix Months afterwards, Moreo- 


ver, his Man waited for him near the Great 
Church, 
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Church, with 6p in of Value ; - and Gris 
Banditti's of his Acquaintance- were walking - 
1n the Porch, to make him way, and favour 
his Eſcape. 

With theſe Precautions, he alone did more 
than all the other Confſpirators together : 
He firſt boar'd Giu/zano de Medici with a 
Poiguard, thruſt under the Left Pap; and | 
ſeeing that Pazzi ftood obſtinately giving 
him an hundred Stabs when dead, he lett 
him to enjoy fo riaiculous a Revenge, and 
turning towards Nori, Gzuliano's Domeſtick, 
he plung'd his Dagger 1nto his ſmall Guts ; 
then turn'd his Eyes towards Lorenzo, 11 the 
very moment he was ſaving himſelt tn the 
Veltry, all wounded as he was, After ha- 
ving rid his Hands of thoſe two Murders, he 
ran likewiſe to diſpatch him, and had got up 
ſo near him, that he would have effected his 
Purpoſe, but for the Addreſs of an Eccleſia- 
ſtick, who repulſing Bandini with his Cro- 
ſier-Staff; while Lorenzo entred, after having 
ſhut the Door with ſo much. precipitation, 
that Bandint had not the leiſure to put his 
Foot within, ſoon enovgh to hinder tt. 

Lorenzo having thus avoided Death, Bax- 
dini ſtole lily away to” the Church-door, 
from whence, by favour of thoſe who wait- 
ed for him there, he reacird the Street, and 
mounting his Horſe, got out of the Gate 
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della Cruce, and*in ſtead of taking the way 


to the. State of the Church, by which he 
foreſaw they would infallibly purſue him, he 
fled tow'rds the Sea, where he ran leſs riſque 
of being known, becauſe the Country was 
leſs frequented, priricipally in the State of 
Sienna. And indeed, he got ſafe to Cornet, a 
Port depending on that Republick,where, by 
a lucky adventure, he found a Ship ready to 
| ſet fail to the*Levant, Embarking in this 
Ship, his Voyage was croſs'd neither by Py- 
rats nor by Tempeſt ; but he arriv'd at Ga- 


ata, where he receiv'd the Money due upon” 
He pitch'd on that 


the Bills of Exchange. 
City for his Abode, where he had already al- 
molt ſetled, when he ſaw himſelf exposd to 
the Puniſhment he thought he had avoided. 
\' Lorenzo de Medici's Faftors diſcover'd him 
in Ga/ata, notwithſtanding all his Care to 
conceal his Perſon; and as they had Accels 
to Cady Baſhaw the Firſt Viſter, they repre- 
na to him, That the Sultan his Maſter 
was too juſt, to ſuffer any longer in his Do- 
minions the moſt Criminal of "Mankind ; 
That it was blaz'd about in Chriſtendom, That 
his Righneſs had ſhewn an 'Horrour upon 
hearing the Circumſtances of the Pazzz's 
Confpiracy ; and that it was not doubted, 
but he had ſo much Goodneſs, as to refuſe his 
Protection to a Man who had been its Prin- 
cipal | 
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the Houſe of Med 
cipal Executioner. - This .R 
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| emonſtrance be- 
ing attended with Preſents capable of aitet- 
ing a ſelf-intereſſed Perſon, as was the Grand- 
Vizier, had all the Succeſs intended. Cady 
Baſhaw motion'd the Buſinefs to the Sulrax, 
at that time Bajazet the Second, and made. 
him reſolve not onely to drive Bandinz out 
of iis Empire, but likewiſe to deliver him up 
to the Florentines, | 

It was ſaid, That what made him proceed 
in this manner, was to acquire Reputation 
among Strangers, and give them a famous 
Example of the ſingular Virtue he valu'd 
himſelf upon, which was that of extermi- 
nating Parricides. They added, That he 
was willing to lay hold on the Occaſion, to 
ſhew to all the Earth, how much he honour'd 
Lorenzo de Medici's Merit, which was al- 
ready fam'd in the three known Parts of the 
Univerſe. 

But thoſe who pry'd into the Counſels of 
the Divan, conceiv'd another Opinion of this 
Reſult. They reckond, that Bajazer did 
in this, as 4n all other. weighty Occaſions, 


follow blindly the Sentiments that were ſug- 


geſted to him by his Prime YVizier. And that 
Emperour's Son, Selim the Firſt, ſeem'd fince 
to confirm this Opinion, when being ask'd, 
Why he did not wear a long Beard, like his Fa» 
ther} he faid, 7! for fear the Baſhaws, 
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1% "1 The Secret Hiſtory of 
taking him by it, would wo him where they |; 
liſted.” ql 

There was likewiſe more Myſtery | in this 
Turkiſh Civility, than appear'd at the firſt 

| Bluſh, to thoſe who made Reflexion upon 
the two Fleets which the Pope had ſent the 

/Years foregoing againſt the 7Zarks. They 
eaſily imagin'd, that Bajazer being inform'd || 
of the Secret of Pazz?'s Conſpiracy, and ha- "| 
ving no other Means then to revenge the | 
Afront he had receiv'd, his Fleet not daring || 
to ſlir out of the Ports where it was, fo long |; 
as that of the Chriſtians watch'd it); that ''! 
Bajazers | ſay, had deliver d up Bandini, in || | 
hopes, that being put to the Rack, he would | | 
depoſe againſt the Soveraign Pontiff; and thus * * 
render him contemptible to all Chriſtzans. 


Be it as it will, Bandin7 was put into Irons, 
and convey'd to Florence, where he was | 
hang'd at the ſame Window as Pazzz his "| 
Companion, tho' long aſter. However, the 
Turks had not the SatisfaQion they expeted, 
of ſeeing the Pope cetam'd, becauſe Bandi= 
ni's Proceſs was kepr fo ſecret by the Com- {| 
miſfioners, who fat Judges in the Caſe, that | 
there 1s not any Light remaining of it. þ 
After a Period was put to the Executions, 
and that Lorenzo de Medici was cured of his 
Wound, he caus'd ſtately Obſequies to be 
perform tor his Brother Giulzano, in the | 
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midſt whereof there hapned this Adventure. 
A young Lady, that G«/iano had kept, pre- 
tended to be his Wife, and declar'd her ſelf 
with Child by him : Fifty days after was ſhe 
brought to Bed of a Son, that was mighty 
like him ; and for this Reaſon perhaps it was, 
that Lorenzo caus'd him to be Paptisd by the 
Name of G:ul;o de Medici, without explain- 
ing farther, whether he own'd him tor a Ba- 
ſtard, or for Legitimate. He was brought 
up with the Cardinal his Couſin-german, and 
ſucceeded him in the Popedom, by the Name 
of Clement the Seventh. 
Then Lorenzo making a particular Refle- 
xi0n.on the Misfortune that had befall'n 
him, found it much greater than at firſt he 
had imagin'd. He conſider'd it as to :rs Riſe ; 
and ſeeing that thoſe who had Jrawn up the 
Platform 'of the Pazzi's Conſpiracy, might 
employ againſt him the Power and Autho- 
rity of the Holy See, he judgd it became 
him to make Proviſion againit them before- 
hand, for fear of being oppreſs'd. For this 
Reaſon it was, that foreſecing what ihe Rza- 
7i0's would do in proceſs of time, by what 
they had already done, he wou'd before all ' 
things bereave them of the Means of cove- 
ring their Purpoſes with the Cloke of Reli- 
gion, when they levellV'd them againſt him. 


He copjur'd his Friends, as ſoon as ever he 


had 
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The Secret Ziftory © - 


ad avoided the firſt Fury of the Aſſaſlinates, 


to take a peculiar Care of the Perſon of the 
Cardinal-Nephew , and ſent them to Jiien- 
gage him, before he ſtirr'd out of rhe Ve try, 

They found the young Spark pou Ls 
Foot of the Great Altar, in thi: polture of a 
Perſon expecting Dcath, an. wr was Lcparing 
Chriſtianly to receive it. T he Zcoieftaſtichs, 
who were little leſs terrif: 4 chan the Cardi- 
nal, had however berhough. chemiclves to 
furround him, and -ro make him a Rainpart 
of their own Bodies. Much ado had they to 


get him thence, becauſe the Peopie, who fan- 


cid him culpable, already throng'd to tear 
him piece-meal; and che Magiſtrates were 
forc'd to ſend their own Guards to. his Re- 
ſcue, and yet would not have been able to 
have effected it, but by feigning, that their 
Order was to conduct the Cardinal to the 


Town-houſe, there to ſufter the fame Pu-. 
niſhment as the other Conſpirators: But they - 


carried him into the fame Palace where he 
had lodg'd ſince his Arrival at Florence. They 
ſo carefully watchd all its Avenues, that his 
Eminence and his Domeſticks could not ſuf- 


fer any Inſult, during ſeven or eight days, 


which the Florentives paſt in an horrible agi- 

tation. 
Lorenzo de Medicis Precaution did not end 
with doing the Cardinal-Nephew important 
Offices 


' © the Houſe of Medieis. 39" A 

 _ Offees in what regarded his Perſon; but 

| he likewiſe fav'd his Reputation, in a Jun- 
| ure when it ſeem'd impoſlible to exempr it 

' from Tarniſh. © He ſuppreſs'd all the Charges 
þ and Informations ghat concern'd him and his 
Brother Rzario. He favourd the Rumour 
which was ſpread about, That his young 
Eminency was wholly ignorant of the Plot. 
He drew up a kind of Declaration irom the 
Accomplices, authoriz'd by the Council of 
Eight, who had inſtructed their Proceſs. In 
a word, he ſent to make him from time to 
time very humble Excuſes, for that he was 
| barr'd of his Liberty, during the Tumulc ; 
and went to pay-him a Viſit,as ſoon as all was 
calm and huſh again in Florence. 
As for what regarded the Pope, Lorenzo 
de Medici writ to his Holineſs in Terms alto- 
gether reſpeQtful. He crav'd the Republicks 
and his own Pardon, for the Diſcontents the 
þ Cardinal-Nephew receiv'd on his account. 
"'* He juſtified himſelf, tho' no body accus'd, 
him. He defir'd, that the Memory of it 
might be aboliſh'd, and mention'd not in the - 
| Letters either his own Wound, or his Bro- 
y ther's Blood, for fear he might ſeem to har- 
| 
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bour Reſentment. In a word, he courted 
Riario's Friendſhip, by a ſtroke of Politick 
Prudence, not then in uſe. He made all the 


Paces for it, and made them with an Air that 
ſhew'd 
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_—_ 140 The Secret Hiſtory of "'Y 
b, | ſhew'd neither Fear nor Diſtruſt, He ftaid 
N the Orfin7's, upon the point of their departing 
to go and deſolate the Principality of Porlz. 
He took upon him to mediate between them 
a ſolid Reconciliation. Hy afſur'd him, that 
the Florentines would no longer concern them- 
ſelves in the Conſervation of tie Petty So- 
veraigns of Romagna, when the Pope itould 
have a mind to ruine them. - And for the 
utmoſt Mark of Confidence, he ofter'd to go 
to Rame upon his Holinetles Parole, for che 
labouring by Word of Mouth to d={troy the 
dangerous Imprefſions that had been givn 
him to his prejudice, without pretending 
from him any Boon, or for himſelf, or for his 
Friends, in conſideration of that Journey. 
However, the Pope had not any regard 
either to Lorenzo's Submiſſion, or to the Ad- 
dreſs wherewith he manag'd the Reputation 
b - of the Holy See. and the Honour of the R;- 
"S ario's,in ſo nice a Matter. He onely view'd 
6 « the Succeſs of the Pazzz's Conſpiracy, on the 
. Side that could animate him moſt againſt a 
Perſon whom Heav'n had ſo viſibly protect- 
ed, in ſtead of conſidering. it on the Side 
moſt _- to whet his Indignation. He 
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13 E onely ſuffer'd himſelt to be tranſported by 
Im the Motions ſuggeſted to him by Spite, for 
= having miſs'd- his Aim ; and thenceforward 


_ onely hearkned to this Chimerical Reaſon, 
- namely, 


is Gi toon» Ss «0k a 
_—— "2 
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namely, That the onely Means to cover the 
Fault he had committed, was to purſue it to 
the end. He fancid, that his coming to a 
Reconciliation with Loves,” would at leaſt 
be tacitly owningfhis having had a Hand in 
the Conſpiracy contriv'd for his Ruine:. And 
that, on the contrary, by declaring War 
upon him, and attacking him with open 
Force, he would hide, in ſome manner, the 
Foxes Skin under that of the Lion, or fill at 
leaſt Peoples Minds with fo vaſt an Idea, and 
ſo capable of potleſſing rhem by a multitude 
of Events, which the Sword is wont daily 
.to produce, that they would have no lei- 
ſure tothink of what had paid afore. 
Upon- this Preſuppoſition, the Pope iol- 
low'd the Counſel given him by Rzarzo, to 
_ Troops, and not embroil himſelf a ſe- 
cond time A an Enterpriſe whoſe: Succeſs 
might prove contrary to his expectation, by 
Contingencies his Holineſs could not foreſee; 


he refolv'd to take his Meaſures fo well, fie 


the Ruine of Lorenzo de Medici, that For- 
\ tune, that had ſo fignally declar'd in his be- 
half, ſhou'd be conſtrain'd to abandon him 
in ſpite of her teeth. This made the Pope 
ſend the ſhrewdeſt of his Emillaries, -call'd 
' Stefano Noirdi, to the King of Nuples. And 
that he might be diſpos'd to practiſe all his 
Tricks and Artifices, he had a Cardinal's Cap 


PrO- 
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promis'd him, if he effefted his Negotiation: 
He was given in Charge to repreſent to this 
King, Thar the Honour of his Crown was 
too tar engag'd in the Deſtruction of the Flo- 
rentines, to leave them -at Peace, ſince the 
Conipiracy, wherein the Duke of Cala#ria 
his Son had tamper'd, was diſcover'd ; and to 
tutier that the Lie ſhould reſt with him : 
That this young Prince being arriv'd upon 
the Frontiers of Tuſcany with a brave Army, 
it ought to be put into Action, tho'it were 
onely to prevent its ruining its felt in Sloth, 
and becoming contemptible by an ignomin - 
ous Retreat ; That it would have been ex- 
pedient the Duke of Calabria had not ad- 
vancd ſo ſoon; but that Step being made, 
there was no. means of going back ; That 
the Florentines ſeeing him reſoly'd to ſubdue 
them, would acquieſce erhaf® out of Pru- 
dence, and fubmit to the Deſtiny which then 
they would look on as inevitable ; whereas 
-if he made a Halt, after having menac'd ſo 
highly , the Florentines would harbour an 
infupportable Preſumption , and the other 
Peity Potentates of 7taly, after their Exam- 
pie, would inſeniibly be accuſtom'd to de- 
ſpiſs the Crown of Naples, for which they 
afore had Deferences little different from 
Subjecion, 

Thete Reaſons were too feeble to move - 

0 


Bk 2, 8-15 
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5fi; | vlda Prince, and by conſequence' ſo near his 
his Death, as ,was the King of Naples, The 
72s | Blood that%kailit& in his Veins, was too cold, ilivnge 
/o- | tobe fird by ſo ſmall a matter : And Fame £ 


he | was no longer a Good he minded the huſ- 
ria | banding, ſince the moſt Conſiderable of his 
to | Subjects had aſpersd it with ſuch bloody 
n; | publick Reproaches, that it was no longer 


on | poſlible to repair it. Thus Nardi: chang'd 
1, ' his Deſign, as ſoon as he had felt his Pulte, 


re | and pretending to have receivd new Orders 
th, from Rowe, demanded Audience, and pro- 
n- * posd the Conqueſt of the State of Florence, 
X- on condition it ſhould be atchuiev'd with the 


d- | Arms of the Holy See, and thole of Naples, 
de, | both obeying one and the ſame General ; 

| That this General ſhould be the Duke of 
ue | Calabrza, and that the War ſhould be carri'd 


- onat the Pope's Charge onely ; That Rzarzo 
en ſhould be put into poſſeſſion of Florence as 
eas ſoon as it was taken, but that he ſhould 


ſo | make Oath to the King of Naples, and be 
an | bound to hold it of hin, as a Fiet depending 


| on his Crown. 
m- | The King of Naples had no more regard 
de- | to this ſecond Propoſition, than to the for- 
ey | mer; and Nardz was upon the point of re- 
OM turning to Rome, without having made any 
 ] - Progreſs in his Purſuits, when an vuntoreſeen - 
Accident concluded his Negotiation to his 
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144 The Secret Eiiftory of | 

Advantage. The Or/in/s, unable to remain 
in Peace, fince- they. were ſecur'd of a Re> 
treat in Tuſcany with their Brother-in-Law, 
took the Field ; and without conſidering ei- 
ther the Prohibitions of ſtirring under any 
Lure whatever, which they had had from 
the Pope, or the Protection granted them, 
and the Stem of Colonna, by the King of 
Naples, had laid waſte all the Territories ot 
that Houſe. Their Boldneſs was augment- 
ed by the little. Reſiſtance they had met 
with in their Deſign, and by the great num« 
ber of Adventurers flocking from all Parts, 
to re-inforce their Troops. They had taken 
the Caſtles by main might, and reducd the 
Fortreſſes to Capitulate, without excepting 
that of Pa/liano. The Coloune/t being ſur- 

' pris'd all they could do was to retire to Na- 
ples, their wonted Aſyle, where their Inte- 
reſts engag'd them to become Sollicitors of 
the Pope's Aﬀairs with the King: For, as 
they foreſaw , that it would be 1mpollible 
for them to recover: their Places, at leaft 

without procuring ſuch a Diverſion on the 
Side of 7uſcany, as ſhould conſtrain the Or/i- 
is to go to the Succour of their Brother-' 
in-Law, they concerted their Meaſures with 
Nardi, ſet a going in his favour all their In- 
trigues; they wrought the Duke of Calabria 

_ to write to his Father, in Terms which bY | 
| | . mis d. | 
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| the Houſe of Medicis. I45 
mis'd, that the ReduQtion of Florence ſhould 


coſt but ſome few days Siege, and that they 


would oblige themſelves to bring thither 
their Friends as ſoon as they had recover'd 
their Lands ; and thus reduc'd the King of 
Naples to ſerve as an Implement to the 
Pope's Revenge, and the Riario's: Ambition. 


The End of the Second Book. 
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N Ommifſioner Nard? had no ſooner 
adjuſted with the King of Naples 
| the Conditions I have mention'd, 

than the Duke of Calabria declar'd 
War agairſt the Republick of Florence, with 
the Formalities then in-ivſe; that is to ſay, 
He {cnt to defie her by an Herald, in the 
L 2 Name 


4&4 a at. 


x48 The Secret Hiſtory of | 
Name of the Pope, and the King his Father: 
He preſcrib'd her the time wherein ſhe 
ſhould prepare for her Defence, and caus'd 
- the Reaſons he had tomarttack her, to be given 
her'in Writing. 

Theſe Reaſons wergall reduc'd to, the Out- 
rage the Holy See ptetended to have receiv'd 
in the Perſon of the Cardinal-Nephew. The 
Conſtitutions of Popes were alledg'd, and the 
Privileges granted at divers times to the Sa- 
cred College. ' It was maijntain'd, {That the 
Eccleſiaſtick Purple render'd no lefs Hiuſtri- 
ous, nor leſs Inviolable, the Perſons inveſted 
with it, than the Secular. And they wreſt- 
ed from theſe Principles all that the Quirks 
of Schools was abke to ſuggeſt iy Paſſionate 
Divines, for the blackening the Honour of 
the-Republick of - Florence in-general, and of 
Lorenzo de Medici in particular. = 

They urgd, That the Pazz/s Conſpi- 
racy had been contriv'd onely to oppreſs the 
Cardinal-Nephew ;  That- the time. of his 
Journey to Florence was deſignedly choſen ; 
That the extraordinary Honotrs- that had 
been done him, were-onely to Wil-7th-wiſp 
him the moreeaſfily into-the Precipice ; That 

'they had ſpar'd him in the. Feaſt 'of Frejo/a, 

for that Giuliano -de- Medioi could not be of 
the Party; and thar his fudden- Departure 
-preflmg'tlie-Acc6mplices'to haſten the Blow, 
20H © they 


the. Houſe of Medicis, 149 ; 
they had:;made.no ſcruple of attempting it 
19'the Choir of /the Gneat Church, 'and jn_ 
preſence of the Holy: Sacrament ; That. the . 
Cardinal-Nephew was ſolely.indebted for his 
Life to-the Refolution the Eccleſiaſticks thad- 
ſhewn, of [expoſing their 'awn, that they 
might preſetve his, by putting themſelves 
1a.2 Pofture,whereineach made him a, Buck- 
I&r:of his-own Body. ;; That the ſingle Ne- 
cellity. to which the Afallinates ſaw they 
were,reduc'h}-of cutting the. Throats of. D 
many Petfons, before they medled-with that 
they aimid-at,, had hindred them from.-pro-- 
ceeding further; That the Cardinal Nephew. 
was not fetch'd fromthe:Church, till the Ma-, 
oiſtracy. of Florence did not: think i it ſeemly. 
to leave hitm;any longer! amigſt the Slaugh- 
ter ;\That herhad onely.chaog'd the Danger, 
by. going.out of the Cathedral ; That-rhe 
Guards that attended him, under the Sham 
of, re-encouraging him, hag had Order to 
hinder him from eſcaping, before they had 
conſulted anew, whether they ſhould attempt 
again upon his, Life ; That the Raillertes, 
Upbraidings, Imprecations, he had every mo» + 
ment heard,: were as fo many Teſtimonies of 
it; and, That, finally, - tho' the Florentines 
did determine to ſuffer him to return to 
Rome; 'ewas -not- that they had repented of 
omar deteſtable , Project, but--onely becauſe 

” thoſe 


150 The Secret Hiſtory of © 
thoſe who were leſs impetuous rhan' others, 
had made reflexjon, that" all Zarape would | 
take up Arms to revenge this Ctime, which: | 
would not have had any Example among, 
Chyiftians, if they faffer'd it to be Crown'd 
with the Death'ef a Cardinal-Nephew. 
'The time the Duke of Calabria had given 
the Florentimes, ſerv'd the Court of Rome-to 
finiſh the Procedures that were to. be us'd, 
before gs, the Interdia. 'The Car- 
dinal-Nephew made his Complaint, and the 
Witneſſes were heard. The Florentines were 
thrice cited; but for Forms ſake onely, it 
being. pretended, their Crime was too no- 
torious, to have need of Confrontation, 
And the Cenfures were thunder'd out, 
| before the Republick had thoughts of ma- 
king her Defence. Her State was given up 
to Spoil, and the Duke of Ca/abria' nam'd 
Commiſtioner to execute the Sentence, © ** 
Nothing of all this ſtartled Zorenzo de 
Medici, as having expe&ed it, when the Pope 
rejected his Excuſes. But he had occaſi- 
oh for all his Prudence, and-his Authority 
in Florence, and in the other Cities of its 
Dependency, to diſpoſe the People to ſuffer 
the Interdit without murmuring: For this 
kind of Lightning was ſo dreaded in all Parts 
of the Chriſtian World, that- the being ſtruck 
with it, was ſufficient t#become nog 
< / Sar rara reins 
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| all the Faithful. They did not trouble their 

; Noddles with conſidering whether it was juſt 
' or no: And Peoples iminds were fo prepol- 
_ fed with this Maxim; That the Puniſbments 


of Hell were inſeparable from the Thunders 
of the Yaticasn, ifor what: Conſes ſoever they 


| wetedarted, that: Armies ofcSixty thouſand 


good Soldiers had'been' ſeeniitor deſert their 
General in/a' Night, and- whole Nations:re- 


| vole againſt their- Soveraigns, by fo general 
| a'DefeQion, that he had left him neither Sub- 
| jet nor Domeſtick,  - | | 3 


Thus Zorenzy did not-make jt his: Buſineſs 
to combate rhe 'Sentiment: iof' the Vulgar, 
tho' he wanted: not Reaſons; and that the-Pul. 


|- piteers had" paft-their/Word'ro Preachin this 


favour. He took a:ſhdrter, and a leſs be» 


| wilderd way j44hd without ſpeaking of 4be 
Authority, or''of the Juſtice of the Perſqn 


who had thrown.-the Thunder, he endea+ 


 vourd to evade -it, by ſhewing, that it de- 


parted from a-more near, and a leſs reſpeCtu- 
ous Hand. He reje&ed all the Fault of the 
Tnterdit upon Rzario, the Pope's Nephew: 
And communicating to the Florextines what 
there was againſt him in the Informations of 
the laſt Atrempt, he fully conviſted him to 

have been its Author. 
' Afterwards he proceeded farther: And ha- 
ving perceiv'd, that the People began to fer- 
oo L 4 __ men, 
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IJ2 The Secret Hiſtory of 
ment; -he diſcover'd to:them ali the. Particiis 
_ larities, which-ſerv'd to: ſhew; that :Riarais | 
Deſign had ;been- principally' ito uſurp:rths | 
State.of Florence; He ſpoke of #lie Enterpriſe | 
of 7iſerno,whenthe Ambitiotrof this Nephew 
of the Pope. had flam'd out .the. laſt titne;; 
of the Redution. of Spoleto, where he; had 
ſettled a Garriſon! capable--of inſpiringiJear 
loufie tots Neighbours ; of the Conqueſt of | 
Forli ,, without: having other Right- than 
VP *Conyeniency.; and of the ;pre- 
jenſeance. (ended Purchaſe of Immola,which 
he: was: forc'd :to traverſe. by.all-manrier of 
ways." From«utheſe four Principles; Lorenae 
iculcated to-the: People, That: -Riario had 
drawn near'{ Taſcaxy/with' nd. qther intent, | 
than'to become its Maſter; He 'made them 
remark, /Fhat the Pazz7's had not conſpir'd | 
againſt their Country to become its Tyrants, | 
ſeeing they | had not taken any Precautions | 
neceſlary for.ſuch a Deſign, -and that*Rzaro 
had not omitted:the leaſt ; That he had been 
at 'the Charges of the Plot, exacted peculiar 
Engagements from the Perſons, congern'd | 
in't, adminiſtred  Qarhs to them, given the 
Principal Orders, and ſent his Nephew to 
Flarence to reap the Fruit of it, with which 
he had flatter'd his Head when he fraind the | 
Conſpiracy. He added, That the faid R/a- | 
ro having milsd his Aim, endeavourd to | 


effect 
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effe&- 1tb y Meagls; that were not the More! 
lewtfal, tho they were the leſs difphis'd ; That: 


poſſeſſing, as he-[did, 'the: Pope's Heart and: 


Earp. « ſhould not-be thaughe {ttange thathhe 
infpur:d him with Fhoughts:confortmable:to 
kis'deteſtable Project, or-that-he :abus'd-the 
Authority of:;the:Churchgzbur;that he was ta 
be: reſiſted with the fame. tirmnels as Fife 
had:exerted.tn> Zrfervo ;iand:;that if ſuch; a 
Petty: Soveraign, Who badliarghycany other 
Right over his Conntey, that that which bis 
3 we” ng had acquir'd by: the! :Remifneſs 


and 'Defertton at: foregoing,” Popes, had-not 


been' wanting :to::make 1a gbtave. Detende 
againſt the Forces of the Coniat of: /Romeþpbet 
tore he truckl'd;; or of: se-tntidpg! vpon t@ 
firſt Occaſion that was ofter'd,.cho' he had 
ſurrender'd the Place upon: Capitulation, .amd 
had the Money. paid him down an-the,Nach 
before his Evacuation ; the iflorentines,:;mMuth 
much ſtronger Reaſon, ought to-fight. ro} the 
laſt Gaſp, for the:Conſervatiotyofi a Liberty 
whereof. they had been Peaccable Poffeſiers 
for ſo many Aggs; and which:nonehad ever 
gratch'd or grapptd with rhem for, before 
RMS 7: momoves nr GT 41.02} 
Theſe Reaſons being artificially inſinuated 
among the People, rendred them-in;:a :few 
days capable of the Sentimerts which £Z4- 
renzo Was willing to inſpire i into them. —_— 
card, . 
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154 The Secret” Friftory of 
heard, without being ruffl'd, the Denuneia- 
tions and + Monitories of the Court of Rome, 
and did but rally at the Placarts that were 
poſted up and down, to excite them to Sedi- 
tion. They prepar'd for War with far leſs 
noiſe, and much more regularity, than when 
attack'd by Cogiione. - And as States the moſt 
_ jealous of their Soveraignty, cannot diſpenſe 
themſelves ſometimes from: ceding it almoſt 
entirely to Particular Perſons, in ſuch an ex- 
traordinary difficult JunQure, there was a 
new Magiſtrature created: in favour of Loe- 
renzo, which was in nothing different from 
the Diftatorſhip of the Ancient Remays. They 
render'd him the Arbiter of the Life and 
Death of his Fellow-Citizens. They al- 
low'd him to put what Garriſon he pleas'd 
into.the Towns and Places, and. abandon'd 
to him even the Power which the Republick 
was-want to reſerve to its own Management 
in ſuch like:Qccaſions, which conſiſted in 
augmenting the old, and laying on'new Im- 
poſitions, | 8 : | 

In this Dignity was it that Lorenzo found 
the Occaſions to diſplay the admirable Qua- 
lities he poſſeſ&d for Government, and to 
put in praiſe what he had learn'd moſt re- 
find upon-this Subje&t. He took the Rud- 
der in his Hand ; but he took it in ſuch 

manner, as ſhew'd, that he would reſtore it 
= again 
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the Floufe of Medici.” _ 


againab foon as the Storm was-over., What-, 


| ever-his Independente was on-ther other Mas. 
| giltrates, he was not wanting:'to communis, 
| cate to them the moſt important.Afairs, or; 
| to' caviſe them tobe executed! according as 


they had been reſoly'd on. by Plurality of 


| Voines, He did not:depoſe fo {muck as-one: 
of the Commitſitoners and Officers: he found 


in Office. He remain'd-ſatisfy/d/witttinſtruQy - 
ing and encouraging them- to ſerve uſefally, 
their-Country.. Ina word, he/onely. reſerv'd, 
to. his own performance tle:Drudgery and 


| Prickles'of Abſolute Authority, and left the 


Roſes to thoſe whoſe Genius was! more Sells 


_ cious; or leſs capable'of Fatigue. .:; 


© #0 0g, TR ge! 


- He'derivid from this Condudt two aft 
Advantages. 'The one, That” there needed 
lets time to give the ſubalterg Orders, which 
were executed with much more diligenceand 
expedition by the ancient Magiſtgates, than 
they would have: been by newer, through 
the! poſleſtion they! were in of procuring 


Obedience. The other was,” That Lorenzo 
| Not being enfored to employ 'in Common 
' Uſes the Choice of his Friends, as he would 
| have been conſtrain'd by a geneial Change 


of Officers, he was ar liberty to ſend them 


| ta thePotentates of [taly, who had not yet 


any-Engagement with his Enemies : Which 
he: ume df fo ſucceeded in,: that the' Re- = 
publicks 


of 4 4% 


 I56 The. Secret __ of | 
publicks of Yerice and: Genoua, the Dukes of | 
Milan and ©rbini, the Marquiſſes of! Ferrara < | 
and Mantua, ſign'd a Detentive League with | 
the Florentines, 4 
I ſhall nor; ſtand deſcribing the particular | 
Tranſa&tions of that War; for beſides, as they 
are not worthy'of Remark; lam obligd to : 
hint by the 'Bie, Thar it is'the Buſineſs of a | 
Writer 'of Hiſtory, and 'not mine. - I ſhall 
onely fay;” That the moſt conſiderable. Suc- | 
cours whichi the Florentines receiv'd, \came | 
from Milaw;; and. that their other Allies af- | 
ſiſted them"(o feebly, that-.their. Army was 
never ina'ſtate/to keep the Field. ' That of | 
the Duke of -Calabria, compos'd of the Ec- | 
cleſiaſtick Troops,” and: :of :thoſe of Naples, | 
invaded the ' Territory of Florence, where | 
they found the Places of Importance too well | 
provided;;-to be taken by. any other means | 
than thatof a regular Stepe.* hats | 
Vet i waymot his Opinion to lay any at | 
wh is fot 'he was ſo much the leſs affur'd_of 
Succeſs, as:that vhe Florentines might eaſily, 
as ſoon- as they had ſeen" it, draw together | 
the Troops they had diſpers d inall the other 
Places, and form of them a Body capable of | 
famiſhingthe Beſiegers, by retrenching their 
Vittuals, or introducing into the Place be- | 
ſieg'd ſo great Succours, or ſuch notable Re- | 
ireſhments, as that it would be a madneſs to | 
| continue | 


xf | continue- the Siege. Moreover , the: Sum- | 
' mer was too near-at hand, forthe forming 


; an Enterpriſe, which, according to all the 


— OY 


the Elouſe of Medicis. Mm 157 


_ | Maxims of the Military Art, muſt end be- 


C= 


e- | 
| not conjur'd down the. Tempeſt, in the very 


to 


ue | 


; capable of bury 


| fore the Heats began to be troubleſom. And 


the Pope, who had bound himſelf. to be at 


; all the Charges'of.ghe War, had not a Fund 
| to maintain it long, becauſe the Revenues of 
' St. Peter's Patrimony-had been diminiſh'd by 
the Civil Wars between the Or/ni's and Co- 
| lonna's; from whence the Duke of Ca/abria 
; . had reaſon to foreſee, that his Army would 


infallibly disband, 'if he engag'd his Soldiers 


in a long' Siege, 'withour having the Means 
| of furniſhing co-their Subliſtence ; and thar, 
\ on the contrary; he might retain.them for 
| ſome: Months under his Enſigns,: by. aban- 
| doning to them the open Country: to pulage, 


and the 'little Places that were not able to 


| make Defence.' 


From thence” it came, that the War was 


| onely made,. properly- ſpeaking, upon the 


Hinds-and Bumpkins, and that nought but 


| Purroughs and Caſtles of Pleaſure were forc'd 


during. rhe Spring! ..'The Summer ſucceed- 


; Ing; causd the Trodps to- return into Quar- 


ters of Refreſhnitnt., and produc'd Events 
rgthe Houle, of Medici une 
der thERuines&df xdCountry, tt Lorenzo had 


moment 
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momont it. WAS: gol ; to: Paur | down: ui ; 'n 


Both, by'a Hit af Prudenceg and confuinmas- | 


ted Generofity, which had:not yer had! any 


Example in Antiquity, ard wall not perhaps] 


be imirared in furure Ages. 7 
 - That I may be the better underſtood, ne- 
cefſary it is, that T enquire a little further 


into'Things, tho' it coſt mea Digreſſion, and | 


that 1 infinuate fome: Revolarions- of the 
Dukedom of /4:/a» , which occation'd thoſe 
I mean to handle. Franceſco Sforza fers'd 
on the Dutchy of Milan by an Adventure 
equally Happy and Capricious. He was the 


Itkue of the Concubinage , of the Famons | 


Sforea with a young Maiden of Cotignola, 
and had addicted himielf to the Profeſſion of 
Arms, wherein he was born. His Father 
was drown'd in going to faccour the Cities 
of 4quila, The Troops being deſtitute of 
that Leader, choſe him for their Command- 
er, tho' he was at that time but Twenty 


years of age. The Event juſtify d their Ele- | 


dion, and young Sforza reliev'd the Place, 
' defeated rhe Befiegers, won a notable Batrel, 
and through the higheſt Felicity caus'd Brac- 
czo to perith, who! had been his Father's Ri- 
val, and mortal Enemy. 'This Succeſs rooted 
his Reputarion, and retain'd the old Soldiers 
under his Diſcipline. He led ther” tothe 
Service of Mzlax's laſt Duke, of the _ 
] p-/ 


\ 


. ae a ma. Mt 


- | bours that Prince, who 


| 1n Marriage. 


of. the Yiſconti's, and bog by long La- 
no Legitimate 
Children, to give him his Baſtard-Daughter 
At firſt he deriv'd no other 
Advantage from this March, than of poſieſ- 
ſing a Woman endow'd with all the Graces 
of her own Sex, and all the Noble Qualities 
of ours ; becauſe his Father-in-Law was of 
ſo fickle a Humour, that he made every year 
a Will, by which he inſtituted him Heir of 
Mzlan, and null'd it as often to make a new 
one, which left after his Death his Subje&s at 
liberty to chuſe a Soveraign, or to change 
their Government into a Commonwealth, 
But at laſt, the Duke dying at a tune he 
was govern'd by his Daughter, and Sforzg 
being in the fame ConjunQure at the Head of 
an Army, which he commanded for -the 
Duke againſt the Yexetars, he led it on to 
Milan, with fo. much diligence, that he pre- 
vented his Competitors, and engag'd the 


| People by this Surpriſe to own him for their 


Governour. . Alſterwards, his Valour made 
him; overcome all thoſe who pretended to 
diſpoſe him, while his Wife -got him che 
Hearts, of his new, SubjeQts,. by her obliging 
Humour, and-the Charms of her Converſa- 
tion. . But dying. of a Dropke, at a time 
Galeazzo hiseldeſt Son was going into Framce, 
to. the Succour. gf. Lewis. the. Weventh, the 
ati ews 
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woo The Secret Hifory'of * 
News that ybung Prince teceiv'd of his Deatlt 
in his crofling Auvergne, conſtrain'd him'to 
turn back immediately, .and paſs thorow the 
Territories 'of the Duke of Savoy 10 a-dif- 
puisd Habit,' His Mother had caus@ the 
Milaneſes to take' the Oath of Allegiance to 
him: And the firſt Arms which the Pzomorn- | 
teſes: had experienc'd to their loſs, had ac- | 
quir'd him ſo great a Name, that none durſt 
ſhock him afterwards. RD 

The profound Peace he ſince enjoy'd, had 
. fo farengagd him in Luxury and Delights, 
that his Court was become a Serag/io; the 
Ladies of Quality were perſuaded, that the 
abandoning their Perſons to their Prince, was 
the doing nothing contrary to their Honour. 
But their Husbands were not of the ſame 
Opinion: And there were thoſe among the 
Gentlemen of the Duke's Train, who on this 

ſcore entertain'd the Deſign of aſlaſſinatin 
him, namely, Andre Lampoguano, Carlo Vif- 
conti, and GeronzFio Olgzati. © Their Pretexts 
were, That Lampoguano had by Inheritaneg 
from his Anceſtors a Mannor holding of the 
Church of Coſmo , whereon the Biſhop had 
entred, and the Duke 'refus'd- to concern 
himſelf. in -the* Buſineſs. Yiſconti ' unable 
to endure, that the Nuke, not content with 
uſurping the Dutchy of Mar over thaſe of 
his Houſe, - had moreover ittroduc'd Infamy 
bY 1nro 
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- a; the Houſe of Mdlicis I6r 
| od: Family, by debauching his Siſter, 
and proſtituting her afterwards to his Gaui- 
mede, Olziati ſet Brutus for his imitation, 
at the Sollicitation of Monte his Tutor, 
animated for' that the Duke had had him 
laſh'd and ſtrappado'd, out of revenge for 
having whippd him in his Youth. The 
| Duke was ſtabb'd in St. Szephen's Church: 
) And his Murderers, in ſtead of receiving the 
' Applauſe they expected from the. People, 
were dragg'd to Execution, after Lorenzo de 
Medici had deliver'd up one of them, who 
had taken Refuge in the Caverns of the 
Apennine. A Will was found of the Duke's, 
| which left his eldeſt Son under the Guardian- 
IF. | ſhip of his Mother, on condition ſhe ſhould 
1e | follow the Counſels of Szmoneta. But Lu- 
1e dovico Sforza's Humour, the Child's Uncle, 
1s | was too ambitious, to let a long Minority 
b; | ſpin out, without endeavouring to gain by 
- | it, He at fixſt diſputed the Tutelage ; 
it5 | and that not ie og he durſt pretend, 
& | nay, and declare to ſome Perſons, That the 
he | Dutchy appertain'd to him, as being born 
ad | when Franceſco Sforza his Father was Sove- 
rn | raign ; whereas his Brother Ga/eazzo: popp'd 
ole | into the World when the ſame Sforza was as 
ith | yet ima-private Capacity. This came to the 
'of | Regents Ears, who was advis'd to ſend away 
my | her Brother-in- Law. 
1tQ M He 
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He withdrew to Piſa, from whenfMhe 
form'd in Milan ſo potent a FaCtion, that he 
wrought his Recall in deſpite of his Siſter- 
in-Law : He expell'd her, inſtated himſelf in 
the Poſſeſſion of the Guardianſhip, causd 
Simoneta's Head to be ſtruck off , got the 
Governour of theCaſtle to an Interview upon 
the Draw-bridge, ſeis'd his Perſon, had a Gal- 
lows ſet up, and a Wax-Candle lighted, with 
an Oath to have him hang, it the Place 
was not deliver'd up into his Hands, before 
the Candle was ſpent. The Garriſon being 
terrifizd,and touch'd with Compaſſion, open'd 
tne Gates; and Ludovico Sforza wanting For- 
ces to maintain his Ground in a Station he 
had newly poſleſs'd himſelt of by ſuch vio- 
lent Courſes, recall'd the Mzan-Troops 
which were gone to the Succour of. the Flo- 
YOHFIHCS. | 

Loreazo de Medici was little leſs concern'd 
at this Repeal, than if he had been ſtruck with 
Thunder. He perfetly knew Laddvico 
Sforz4's Genius, and did not doubt but that 
this Prince had ſuch Deſigns as would con» 
rrol his giving any Aſſiſtance to his Neigh- 
bours. And as the Republick of Florence 
could not be without it 1n this Junure, 1t 
was in the moſt inevitable and neareſt Dan- 
ger to which it had been expos'd fince Loren- 
20 had medled in the Government. 

t's 


the Houſe of Medicis, 163 ; 


Her other Allies of Mantoua, Ferrara, and 
@rbini,were not in a capacity to relieve her. 
And as they had ſent ther onely Troops, as 
thinking her capable of making Head againſt 
the Duke of Ca/abrza, it was to be fear'd they 


would recall them, and make their Accom- 


modation apart, as ſoon as they ſhould per- 
ceive that Ludovico Sforza had fet them the 
Example for fo doing, For, in ſhort, if that 
Prince cocker'd in his Mind the Defign of 
making himtelf Duke, he was too cunning 
to attempt it, before he had gain'd at leaſt 
two of the three Powers of /taly who might 
traverſe it, namely, the Pope by his Cen- 
ſures, the King of Naples by his Authority, 
and the Yenetians by their Neighbourhood. 
And indeed, as Lorexzo had Emiſlaries in all 
the Courts of /taly, he knew that Ludovico 
Sforza entertain'd a ſecret Agent to diſpoſe 
King Ferrand to give him in Marriage the 
Princeſs his Daughter, who was to wed the 
young Duke of M:laz when he was come to 

Age. | 
Thus Lorenzo had reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
the Succours of Milan would infallibly bilk 
the Florentines in their greateſt need; and 
that if Sforza ſent back Soldiers into 7uſcany, 
it ſhould be no longer as an Ally, but in 
quality of an Enemy, ſince he would not do 
it but for the obtaining by that Infidelity the 
| M 32 Princeſs 


164 The Secret Hiſtory of 
Princeſs of Naples. However, it was no 


leſs indubitable, that the Defe&tion of Sforza” 


was going to open to the Duke of Calabria 
in few Months the Gates of Florence; for 
the Citizens of that Town, who had ſhew'd 
ſo much Courage at firſt, woula: begin to 
pant and- ſtagger, as ſoon as they perceiv'd 
that the Match was not equal, and would 
divide themſelves into as many Factions as 
there were Perſons of Quality, who wiſh'd 
a Change in the State, for the bettering ther 
own Condition. Then there would be no 
longer any Citizen that would hazard his 
Lite, or contribute to the Charges of the 
War, and Lorezzo muſt be reduc'd all alone 
to ſupport the Burden, from which he was ſo 
much the more diſſuaded by Prudence, as 
that he could not do it without ruining 
himſelf Root and Branch, if, atter having 
pump'd his Credit, and emptied his Purſe 
by an exceſſive Expence, after having kept 
on foot whole Armies out of his own Cofters, 
he ſhould nevertheleſs ſink, and be involv'd 
under the Ruines of his Country, his Houſe 
would have no longer a Fund to furniſh to its 
Recovery from ſuch a Calamity, as it had 
done in the time of Coſmo the Old, nor a 
Conveniency of taking Refuge in ſome San- 
Qtuary, till ſuch time as there was a return 


of Good-fortune: it he died in the gy 
| : 
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the Flouſe of Medicis. 65 
he would be accounted raſh in the Judgment. 
of  Poſterity ; and if he preſerv'd his Life, it 
would be onely to ſpin it out, and finiſh it 
in Poverty, and to re-unite in his Perfon the 
two moſt notable Adverſities which can van- 
quiſh the Patience of a Man of Heart, v/z, an 
Infamous Exile, with a Long Beggary. 

Whereas, if he us'd the ſame Policy which 
ſo well accommodated his Grandfather, and 
if, like him, he contented himſelf with ha- 
zarding his own Perſon, without conſuming 
his Eſtate by a needleſs Expence; on the one 
{ide, no other Inconveniencies could befal 
him, than thoſe which would be common to 
him with the other Florentines ; and on the 
other, he would have Reſſources for his 
Houſe, which would be wholly peculiar to 
it, For, 1n what part of the World ſoever it 
ſhould retire, after having been expell'd Flo- 
rence, 1t would there find a Stock to ſubſiſt 
on at eaſe, and-in ſuch an abundance, as 
would diſtinguiſh it from others, and make 
it be ever conſider'd by the Florentines, that 
were under the fame Misfortune, as alone 
capable of reſtoring them to their own 
Country on the firſt favourable Occaſion. 
Tf he loſt his Life in Banithment, his Wife, 
being wiſe and virtuous, would intercſs the 
Orfia7's to take care of the Children he ſhould | 
leave under Ape, in hopes of partaking with 
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them the Adminiſtration of ſo many Riches; 
and if he furvivd to the Republick of Flo» 
rence, he might retire to Yenzce, and there 
enjoy the Privileges of a Noble Yenetian, 
which his Grandtather had acquird him, in 
expectation that one of thoſe Revolutions, 
which never -{ail'd hapning from time ta 
time in #lorexce, ſhouid recal him thither 
with the ſame Advantages he went thence. 

Theſe Contiderations inſpir'd Lorenzo with 
the Deſign of making his Accommodation in 
time, And tho' it was not umpoiiible tor him 
to conclude a particular Treaty, by which 
another leſs ſcruputous would have made up 
his Account, he wiſely judg'd, that it would 
be neither for his Honour, or Surety, to un- 
hinge his own Intereſts from off of thoſe of 
his Country, for two Reaſons. The one, That 
he it was that had drawn on the Tempeſt, 
wherewith it was toſs'd and agitated ; the 
other, That in whatever Part Fortune ſhould 
prepare him a Retreat, he would never find 
there what he had left at home. 

Wherefore treat he muſt, and comprehend 
the Florentines in the Treaty; but in this 
conſiſted the greateſt Difficulty, becauſe Lo- 
renzo's Policy, how pregnant fſoever in Ex- 
pedients, did not ſuggeſt to him any proba» 
ble Means of bringing it about: For, in the 
firſt place, there was no hopes from an 
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addreſs to the Duke of Calabria, who | 


wotild not be of « Humour to receive a Pro- 
poſition of Peace, becauſe he would look 
upon it as if it were to raviſh from him the 


_ Glory of the Conqueſt of Florence, There 


was much leſs likelihood, in the ſecond place, 
in courting the Pope ; for beſides that he 
appear'd too much irritated againſt the Re- 
publick of Florence in general, and sgainſt 
Lorenzo de Medici in particular, to receive 
any Submiſſion on their Part ; he was, more- 
over, too much wedded to the Intereſt of his 
Nephews, to fruſtrate them of a Spoil of 
which they were almoſt cock-ſuree, after 
having. ſpard no Means whatever for the 
making it fall into their Hands. 

In the third place, there ſcem'd not to be 
any Remedy on the Side of Naples : For tho' 
King Ferrand was leſs prepoſletsd with Paſ- 
fion than the Duke of Calabr:a his Son, and 
than the Pope; yet he was fo cloſely be- 
lieg'd by Nard:, tro whom the Pope had 
newly ſent a Cardinal's Cap, that there was 
no room for doubt, but that this Prince 
would cauſe all Perſons to be clapp'd up, who 
ſhould come to him on the behalf of the Flo- 
rentines, under pretence, thar they were Peo- 
ple with whom he was in War. That if 
they went about to ſend Deputies ro thoſe 
three Potentates at the iame time, beſides 
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their expoſing themſelves to all the In- 
conveniences I have newly repreſented, 
without any proſpe& of Succeſs, they muſt 
hazard the Lives of as many Perſons of Qua- 
lity, as there ſhould be appointed to this 
Commiliion; and the Republick of Plorence 
would render it felt ridicuious, by a Depu- 
tation which would onely ſerve to give 1ts 
Enemies ſolemn Marks of its Pulilanimity. 
Of ſo many Miſchiefs that offer'd rhem- 
ſelves to Lorenzo's Imagination, he choſe the 
leaſt ; which was to go himſelf and negotiate 
with the King of Naples : For tlio' he was 
aſlur'd (as I have already faid) of concluding 
nought, yet there was ſome glimmering of 
Hope, that the Surpriſe that Prince might 
be in at ſucha Sight, would hinder him from 
treating him at the firſt bluſh with the ſame 
Severity which he would have us'd tow'rds 


a bare Deputy ; and that afterwards it would 


not peradventure be impoſible to ſlacken and 
mollifie him, it he gave him Audience, Be- 
ſides, Lorenzo had a tolcrable good Opinion 


of his own Fortune, as well as Ceſar ; he 


knew, that Chance does commonly produce 
the moſt remarkable Events from weak Be- 
ginnings: he knew the Genizs of King Fer- 
rand to be an Enemy of War, -and ſuſcepti- 
ble of all the Propoſals oi Peace that turnd 
to his Advantage, He had bcen fully in- 
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form'd of the Addreſs which Nardi had usd 
to wreſt the Inclinations of- this Prince, by 


making him enter into an odious Contedera- 
' tion with the Pope; and by conſequence, did 


not deſpond of breaking it, provided he had 
the Opportunity of repreſenting to him by 
Word of Mouth the Infamy of it, and of ma- 
king him obſerve, That he had been paum'd 
upon when he was promis'd to be made Rulzn 
Lord of Florence, fince the thing could not 
be cfiecte., according to the Terms it had 
been propos'd. | 

Upon this Propoſition, Lorenzo Je Medici, 
chrough a Reſult of Heroick Prudence, re- 
ſolv'd to go throw himfelt into his Enemies 
Arms, after having concluded a Suſpenſion 
of Arms for two Months with the Duke of 
Calabria.As he had conceiv'd this deſign with- 
out the Participation of his Friends, he made 
not any of them his leaſt Confident in the 
Matter, He gave ſecret Orders for the fe- 
curing what he had moſt Precious. He caus'd 
two Gallies to ride ready in the leaſt-fre- 
quented Port there was upon the Coalt of 
Tuſcany; and caſting his Eyes upon all the 


Florentine Gentlemen he had reaſon to miſ- 


truſt, he found out the Means to hinder 
them from ſtirring during his abſence. He 
invited their Children to a Match of Hunt- 
ing, that way-wards where he was to Em- 
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barque; ant] the Invitation he made them 
was ſo much the more attracting, as that 
there were no parts of that Country unpro- 
vided with a World of Stags and Wild Boars. 
Not a Man of them taiid the Afignation 
for there was no Danger to be tear'd, (the 
Duke of Calabria's Troops being too far off, 
and there being no coming tor them to the 
Place of Hunting, without paſſing upon the 
Lands of the Republicks of Senna and of 
Lucca, which was never practis'd in the Mt- 
litary Diſcipline then in uſe.) ts 

The Chace was good and diverting. And 
Lorenzo, aſter having conducted infenſibly 


this young Nobleſs to the two Gallies, told 
them, with an Air wherein there was not the 


leaſt glimpſe of AﬀeCtation , That he was 
going to take a Voyage for a few days to 
Naples, upon Afairs of the Republick. Theſe 
young Perſons ſeeing him alone, and without 
Train, fancy'd there would be incivility in 
ſuffering him: to depart in that manner, and 
ofter'd-to accompany him, without asking 
him time to inform their Parents, becauſe 
they ſaw themſelves too much preſs'd, and 
that they moreover fanſy'd he would not 
have led them fo far, without the Permiſſion 
of their Rglations, who had not hinted it to 


them, that ſo the Voyage might be kept the | 


more ſecret. 
Thus 
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Thus Lorenzo de Medici: had without any 
Caballing, and without Violence, the Hoſta- 
ges he with'd for, and was at liberty to ap- 
ply his Mind wholly to what he was going 
about, becauſe he had now no need to fear 
any Commotions in his abſence.Nevertheleſs, 
he obligd his new Squadron to write to Flo» 
rence, «tore he ſet Sail. And he himſelf wrote 
to the Magiſtrates a pretty long Letter,whoſe 
Abridgment it is here of importance to ſet 
down. At firſt he ask'd their *Pardon' for 
two things: The one, For having underta- 
ken, without their Participation, a Buſineſs 
of that Conſequence he was going to ne- 
gotiate, The other, Of departing Flo- 


| rexce Without their leave. He alledg'd but 


one and the ſame Excuſe for theſe two Faults, 
namely, That the Afﬀair in hand was ſo nice, 
that it could not, nor ought not to be ap- 


_ prov'd of, but by the Succeſs. "Then he ex- 
| pos'd, in Terms altogether tender, That he 


had not becn able any longer to endure, that 
his Country ſhould be in danger in his Con» 
ſideration : And as he ow'd it all, he likewiſe 
hazarded his all for its Deliverance: That he 
was going directly to Naples, with deſign to 
undeceive King Ferrand,and make him fee in- 


' to the Injuſtice of the League wherein the 


Riario's had engag'd him: That he could 
not doubt, but that this Prince was his p_ 
cular 
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cular Enemy ; but that, notwithſtanding, he 
did not deſpair of making him condeſcend 
to ſupportable Conditions : That if he efte- 
feed this, he ſhould have the Glory of ex- 
empting his Country from the Incommodt- 


ties of the War ; and if God did not in this 


Point ſecond his juſt Intentions, his Impri- 


ſonment or his Death would diſcharge him. 


from the Envy that was born him at F/o- 
rence, and Poſterity at leaft would do him 
the Juſtice of putting him in the number of 
thoſe who had facrific'd themſelves volunta- 
rily for their Country, 

This Letter being brought to Florence, 
had the fame eftet in all Peoples Minds, 
tho' all People were not enclin'd alike. In 
regard of Lorenzo de Medici, his Enemies no 


longer doubted of his Loſs; and his Friends 


believ'd it fo certain, that they began to take 
their Meaſures for the eſtabliſhing themſelves 
elſewhere. But while the one and other 
reaſon'd. after their own mode upon this 
Tranſaction, the two Gallies arriv'd at Naples. 
And * Lorenzo de Medici {ignityd to King 
Ferrand, That he was come to have the Ho- 
nour i paying his Reſpects to his Majeſty, 
_ and diſcourſing him upon ſome Aﬀeairs, that 
could not be negotiated by an Interpoſer. 

,” Lorenzo's Arrival could not be fo ſecret, 


but that the News of it was ſpread all over 


the 
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the Town, before the Perſon diſpatch'd to - 


the King. could pay his Majeſty the Civilt 
ties he had in Charge. Infomuch that the 
Riario's Deputy, who was a Florentine by 
Nation, but otherwiſe Lorex2o's trreconcile- 
able Enemy, and call'd Reſſa/;, had the lei- 
ſure to go to the Palace, and be prefent with 
the King, when the Gentleman was 1intro- 
ducd. He had likewiſe the fatisfaction to 
hear, that not onely the King gave hum no 
tavourable Anſwer, but did nv {o much as 
fay to him any thing poſitive, vhereon he 
had reaſon to take Confidence. He was ſo 
much the more ſpirited to repreſent to this 
Prince, as foon as the Gentleman was gone, 
That ſince Fortune had now popp'd into his 
Hands the Means to terminate in a moment 
the War of 7uſcaxy, to his Glory, and the, 
Advantage of his Allies, without running any 
hazard, there was no queſtion but that he 
would ufe them with all the Prudence natu- 
ral to him : That if Lorexzo pretended to be 
come upon the Faith of the Truce then grant- 
ed by the Duke of Calabria, he would learn, 
to his coſt, that that Truce onely regarded 


Tuſcany, or at moſt the neighbouring Coun- 


tries, that lay expos'd to the [nconveniences 
of the War ;-but not the City 'of Naples, 
which was an hundred Leagues diſtant 
thence : That tho' all the Dominions of 

King 
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| King Perrand had been comprehended there- 


in, (which was not however done in any of 


the Articles) Lorenzo had incapacitated 
himſelf for enjoying the Benefit of it, 
by negleQing a Formality , ſo univertally 
receivd in all the Countries of the Earth, 


that there* was reaſon to maintain, that it 


appertain'd. to the Right of Nations: That 


this Formality conſiſted in making known. 


to Soveraigns the Deſire a Perſon has of ſee- 


ing or crolling their Dominions, or demand- 


ing their Patiport before the Journey be un- 
dertaken ; and that as Lorenzo could not be 
i3gnorant of this, he ought to be* treated as 
Culpable, for having violated it : That no- 
thing more was there to do, than two things, 
in his regard ; the one, to rid his Perſon out 
of the World ; and the other, to ſeife it : 
That the former would be the ſhorteſt, and 
ſafeſt ; but, that if his Majeſty could not. fo 
ſoon reſolve upon that, his Allies hoped 
from his Prudence and Equity, that he would 
give his Orders incontinently for the pers 


torming the ſecond. 3.2 


The King of Naples made no preciſe An» 
ſwer to Reſſa/i: He onely gave him to un- 
derſtand, That this Adventure was fo ſur- 
priſing, that it well merited to be examin'd 
with more leiſure. And indeed, hardly ever 
was Prince ſeen more puzzFd than King _ 

rand, 
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rand, when he fell to deliberate in- himſelf 


| upon the manner he ſhould receive Lorenzy 


de Medici, The Cruelty he was naturally 
prone to, perſuaded him to uſe Violence: 
And the fair Pretence he had to execute it, 
egg'd him on the more to. gratifie this In- 


| clination. Moreover, he look'd on the So- 


veraignty of Florence as a Fief which would 
hold of his Crown, as ſoon as Lorexzo de Me- 
dic: ſhould be no more ; and the Life of a 
Private Man did not ſeem to him ſufficiently 
conſiderable, to ballance ſuch an Advantage. 
He was engag d in a War, that might be ter- 
minated with one Blow. He had promis'd 
the Pope to put his Nephew 1n poſſeſſion of 
Florence, He knew the violent Humour of 
that Pontifft. He foreſaw, that he would ne- 
ver pardon him, it he let ſo fair an Occafion 
eſcape of ſatisfying his Ambition and Re- 
venge: And the Hiſtory of three or four 
Apes. had taught him, that the Popes had 
taken away and givn the Crown of Naples, 
almoſt as often as the Will or the Caprice had 
whir'd them fo to do. 

Oa the other ſide, the Right of Nations, 
and good Faith, on which Lorexzo was come, 
ſeem'd to be two ſufficient Reaſons to dif- 
ſuade his Detention, to whomſoever ſhould 
have an abhorrence to notorious Crimes. 


And as the Genius of King Ferraud was ſuf- 


ficiently 
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ficiently irrefoly'd, he felt in his Soul an ex-_ 
traordinary agitation, when he was to come 
to a Determination. However, -1t 1s not 

doubted, but that he tad at length chofen the | 
unjuſt Courte, if Curiofity had not juſtd in 
to the Succour of what Virtue he had left, 
to hinder him from violating the Right ef 
Hoſpitality. He remembers, that Lorenzo 

ade Medici was bruited the Worthieſt Man 
in Europe, He remembers the Wonders that 
were blaz'd of him abroad ; and comparing 
them with the Generous Reſolution that had 
conducted him to Naples, he had a grudging 
to ſee this Heroe, who was both the great- 
eſt Pohititian, and the gallanteſt Man living. 
He was confirm'd in the Deſign, by the faci- 
lity of gratifying ruis Defire of his, without 
its being in the leaſt known. He had Lo- 
- rexzo whiſper'd, That they might confer to- 
gether, provided their Interview was per- 
torm'd without any Witneſſes, Lorenzo not 
caring in what manner he ſaw the King, fo 
he had but rime to diſcourſe him, joytully 
receiv'd the Propoſal that was made him, 
nay, and ſuggeſted the Means of having it 
eftefted according to his Majeſty's Mind, by 
offering to be condutted alone, as ſoon as 1t 
was Night, to any Place appointed him. 
Thus was the Interview had in the King's 
Cloſet, where Lorenzo having inſinuated in- 
to 
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to the Monarch's good Opinion, by all the 
ways that Decency allow'd of, diſcours'd him 
upon the Subje& of his Voyage, and made 
him ſee into the real cauſe of the Tuſcan 
War, which ſo much care had been taken to 
conceal and maſquerade, fo as that it might 
not fall within his ken, He juſtify'd him- 
ſelf fully upon all which the R:arzo's had laid 
to his Charge ; and perceiving the King took 
ſome delight in what he related to him, he 
ſtagger d him quite, by declaring to him, 
That he needed to bring no other Proof of 
his Innocence, than the Reſolution he had 
raken, of coming himſelt to acquaint his 
Majeſty with the true State of the Caſe, 
He added, That he demanded no other Arti- 
cles of Peace, than thoſe his Majeſty ſhould 
judge reaſonable; and that the Florentines 
would receive, without murmuring, the Law 
he ſhould vouchſafe to give them, after ha- 
ving had the Honour of informing him of 
the. Quarrel, wherein they were engagd, 
mavgre their Endeavours and Inclinations for 
Peace. 

As the King of Naples was naturally vain, 
and chat Fortune had never afforded him the 
Occaſions of ſatisfying the Inclination he 
had for falſe Glory, tho' he had already 
Raignd above Thirty years, he ſwallow'd 
with avidity. that now ofter'd, of becoming 
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Arbiter of the #lorentines Deſtiny, and 
ſooth'd his Fancy with the Pleaſure he ſhould 
have in giving the Citizens of Naples a Spe- 
Etacle approaching that of the Romans , 
when 77ridates, the King of Parthia's Bro- 
ther, came to demand Peace of Nero, for 
Armenia. In this thought, he ſweetned in- 
ſenſibly, and abated of his Tartneſs, even to 
the letting Lorenzo know, That if he ſent 
to inform him of his Arrival by the moſt 
coniiderable Gentlemen that accompany'd 
him, and to declare to him he was come .as 
a Deputy trom the Republick of Florence, to 
neporiate the Peace, under the Sanftion of 
the Truce; this Overture would furniſh him 
with the Pretext he needed, to give him-a 
Publick Audience, without derogating from 
the League he had made with the Pope. 
Lorenzo accepted this Ofter ſo much: the 
more willingly, as that; at his departure from 
Florence he had-provided himſelf with a ſuf-. 
ficient Power, and had taken care to bring 
along with him the Goxfalontere's onely Son, 
the fitteſt Man that could be, to repreſent the 
Perfonage deſir'd. by. the King of Naples. 
_ Wherevupon he ſent-him the next day to that 
Prince, to make him the Campliment agreed 
on: And the King of Naples took his time 
to receive him in- Reſſa//s Preſence.. i The 
Gonfaloniere's'Son, call'd Tomaſo Soderinz, ac- 
quitted 
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quitted himſelf admirably well of his Com- 
miſſion, and acquainted the King of Naples, 
with much Boldnefſs and Confidence, after 
having paid him the moſt profound Reſpetts, 
That the: Republick of Florence, in conſe= 
quence of a Suſpenſion of Arms; which ſhe 
had concluded for two Months with the 
Duke of Calabria, had rightly judg'd, that 
this Interval was too ſhort to obſerve all 
Formalities necefiary for the Concluſion of a 


| Peace; and that to improve theſe her few 1o 


precious Momeats to her beſt advantage, by 
juſtling up to the main of the Buſineſs, 
without loſing time about the Preliminaries, 
to Naples ſhe had ſent Lorenzo de Medici, the 
moſt Conſiderable of her SubjeQs, that he 
might Perſonally Treat with his Majeſty, 
upon the Preſuppoſition, That the Pope 
would not fail to: approve of what ſhould be 
concluded on at Naples. 

The King of Nap/es, after having made 
young Soderini withdraw, ask'd Reſſa/i what 


his Thoughts were of the Buſineſs. © Refa/7 


made anſwer , That he perſiſted in the be- 
Tief, that Lorenzo de Medici ought to be di- 
ſparch' d out of the World, or at leaſt ſfecur'd. 
But things are no longer in the ſame State 
(reply'd the King); for we thought yeſterday 
he came of his own motion, and as a Private 


Fares x and now we are inform'd he comes. in 
N 2 the 
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the Name of the Commonwealth of Florence, 


and has the Charafter of Ambaſſador Extraor- | 


dinary. But tho' it were ſo (reply'd Reſſall 
haftily). your Majeſty may pretend Ignorance, 
till ſuch time as the Florentines have ?uform'd 
you of it by the Ways in uſe among Soveraigy 
Powers,in matter of Deputation;and in the mean 
while, you will have ſufficient ground to aft 
againſt Lorenzo de Medici, tho it were onely 
to puniſh him for having neglefted theſe For- 
« walities, The King of Naples rejoyn'd, When 
T have praflisd this ſubtle Prank and Cavil, 
zt will not skreen my Honour from Reproach, 
in having violated the Right of Nations, in ſo 
ſignal a Conjuniture, Then he fell to making 
a long Exaggeration of Lorenzo's Merit, and 
concluded it . with} letting Reſſalls know, 
That if he fail'd making a favourable Re- 
ception to Lorenzo's Dignity , that alone 
would be ſufficient to render his Reign odi- 
ous to Poſterity. 

Theſe laſt Words utterly diſcompos'd and 
nonplus'd Refſa/7's Violence. He manifeſtly 
ſaw the King of Naples tully ſet upon giving 


Lorenzo Audience, and was not ignorant of 


the Conſequences. Neverthelefs, as there 
was no pollibility of preventing it, at leaſt 
without running the hazard of a Rupture 
with. the King, from which he was fore- 
warn'd by Rzario above all things, . More- 

| over, 
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| over, if the King of Naples was refolv'd to 
diſcourſe him, the more' advantageous was 
it to: the Pope and his Nephew, that it were 
done with their Participation, and in their 
| Deputy's Preſence, than if it was perform'd - 
'{ Without their Privity ; becauſe that in the 
firft Caſe they might find occaſion, perhaps, 
| to prevent its taking effe&t : And that if it 
ſucceeded maugre theſe Endeavours, they 
/ would be ſtill in a capacity to husband their 
Intereſts: Whereas, in the ſecond Caſe, the 
Odds was too great againſt them, and their 
whole Stake in danger of being loſt, without 
| hopes of Retrieve, ſince the King of Naples, 
' after having treated with Lorenzo, needed 
| onely to ſend word to the Duke of Calabria 
| to lead back into his own Dominions the 
| Army that acted in 7uſcavy - For, as that 
| Army depended almoſt on three Regiments 
of Infantry, the Florentines would enjoy 
Peace nevertheleſs, with almoſt as much 
Tranquillity, as if they had treated with the 
Pope, whoſe Weakneſs wouid be then ob- 
| vious to all che World, and tarniſh'd with the 
J utmoſt Affront. 
=] This mov'd Refſall; to give the Neapolitan 
| King to underſtand, That it his Majeſty 
thought convenient to grant Lorexzo Audi- 
ence, the Pope his Maſter hoped he would 
have the Goodneſs not to do any thing pre- 
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Judicial to their Union, 'The King of Naples 
reply'd, That he would. neither fee Lorenzo, 
nor ſpeak to him}, bur in the Preſence of his 
Holineſie's Miniſter, that he might have an 
irreproachable Evidence to vouch for the ſin- 
cerity of his Intentions. Lorenzo's firſt Au- 
dience paſs'd almoſt wholly in Civilities on 
both ſides. He appear'd as- Ambaſſador Ex- 
traordinary from the Republick of Florence, 
and faid, That his Superiours had ſent him 
modeſtly to bewail the Misfortune they had 
had, of incurring the Pope's Indignation, 
without being guilty cf any thing to chal- 
lenge it; That for overplus of Ill Fortune, 
they had ſeen the Arms of Naples joyn with 
thioſe of the Church, to lay deſolate their 
Territory ; but that theſe Ats of Hoſtility 
had diminiſh'd nothing of the ancient Confi- 
dence which the Commonwealth of Florence 
had ever had in lis Majeſty's Juſtice, becauſe 
ſhe had ſuppos'd, that fo wiſe a Prince muſt 
neceſſarily have been prepoſlets'd to her Pre- 


| Judice, to treat her as an Enemy without 


any Lawful Cauſc; That it was 1n order to 
the deſtroying- ſo dangerous an Opinion, 
that he was ſent to implore Peace of his Ma- 
jeſty, and to declare to him, 'That the Floren- 
rixes were ſo perſuaded of their not having 
dftended him in any manner, that they would 
fubmit to all he-ſhould pleaſe to decree, and 
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humbly'to beſeech him to be their Mediator 
with the Pope. 

The King of Naples anſwer'd ſparkiſhly, 

That the Commonwealth of . Florence had 

| found the Secret to make his Sword tall out 

of his Hand, if he himſelf had been onely 

Intereſſed in the ZTuſcan War. But, as the 

Pope was a Party, he could then make no 

other Return, than that he already gave his 

| Royal Word, to facrifice tothe Good of the 

Peace all his Pretenſions, and all the Charges 

he had been at, and to employ his Offices 

with his Holineſs, in order to diſpoſe him to 
| an Accommodation. | 
This favourable Reception was follow d 

| two days after with a Private Conference 

between the Neapolitan King and Lorenzo de 

| Medici, wherein Lorenzo fell immediately to 

| the Buſineſs, and unvail'd to this Monarch 

the true Cauſes of the War, which the Rza- 

\ r0s had fo craftily let him ſee onely in dif- 

| guiſe, He ſhew'd him the Informations of 
Pazzt's Caſe, and the Memoirs written and 
ſign'd by the Accomplices own Hand. He 
made appear, that the Conſpiracy had been 
hatch'd at Rowe, with Deſign to mount Rza- 
r70 to the Soveraignty of Florence. He mo- 

_ deftly inſfinuated, That the Care he had ta- 
ken to manage the Soveraign Pontift's Re- 
putation, that of the Cardinal-Nephew, and 
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Prince Far/;,1n the time they themſelves pro- 
ſtituted it by the baſeſt of all Crimes, had 
drawn the Devaſtations executed upon the 
Territory of Florence : But that he hop'd his 
Majeſty would cauſe them to ceaſe, atter he 
was inform'd of the Truth trom his own 
Eyes. Then he repreſented to him, in a Di« 
ſcourſe that was beyond conteſt, That fince 
Ttaly was divided into ſo many different So- 
veraignties, 'twas impoſlible to change any 
one of them, without hazarding the All it 
made a Part of: That this Harmony depend- 
ed no lefs of the ſmalleſt Powers, than of the 
greateſt, becauſe none of them was then ſo 
weak, but whoſe Aggrandizement it was 
neceſſary to obſtruQ: That thoſe whole States 
were more Conſiderable, for their Riches, or 
Extent, had more Intereſts than the reſt to 
maintain the Counterpoiſe ; ſince by thock- 


ing it, they would loſe much Advantage : 


That his Majeſty and the Duke of Man 
were of that number ; but that the Duke of 
Milau was not ſo mach concern'd in this 
Aﬀair : for tho' the Pope had fſeis'd on 7uſca- 
#y, he would ſtill have a Refuge left in the 
Empire, whoſe Feudatory he was : Where- 
as if the Realm of Naples was menac'd; after 
the Republick of Florence her being ſubdu'd, 
he would be deſtitute of all Means of Reco- 
very, ſince that Kingdom muſt depend ON 
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the ſame Power which would endeayour its 
Oppreſiion, and none would be concern'd, or 
interpoſe1n its Prote&ion: That his Majeſty 
muſt needs know, that the Intention of the 
Popes had ever been to reunite to their De- 
meſn the Crown of Naples and Sicily : That 
Sixtus the Fourth was not of a Humour to 
neglect pouching the firſt Occaſion ofter'd, 
ſince his Paces did ſufficiently evince, that 
he was at watch for ſuch an Opportunity: 
That the Alliance of the Rzar:o's was onely 
a Trap; and the Promiſe of holding the State 
of Florence in Fief of the Crown of Naples, 
onely an I'tuſion; ſince there was no 
Surety given to keep tack, when the Prince 
of For!; had once got Poſlefſion. And in- 
deed there was none mention'd in the Trea- 
ty of the League; but tho' there had been, 
the Performarice thereof was unfeaſible and 
impoſſible ; becauſe the Prince de Forl; ha- 
ving no Children, when once dead, the Pope 
then in being would pretend, that the Fief 
muſt be reunited to the Eccleſiaſtick State, 
and not to the Crown of Naples, and. would 
clutch it with ſo much the more eaſineſs, as 
that the Demeſn of Florence touch'd on his 
Lands, and that the Neapolitans could not 
ſend Troops thither without his Permiſſion : 
That, in fine, the Safety of all 7zaly in gene- 
ral; and that of his Majeſty in particular, 
vx Arr ara conſiſted 
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=. 
conſiſted in impeding Strangers from getting . | 
footing amongt them :,.But that this their 


Excluſion was in no Wiſe to be effected by 
continuing the War againſt the Florentines ; 
for "if the Florentines were pinch'd, they'd 
not fail to accept the Offers of a Puiſfant 
Succour made them by the moſt Chriſtian 
King. And beſides, well known it was, that 
they were ſo enclin'd, that out of deſpair of 
preſerving their Liberty, they would prefer 
the French Sway, to whom they were united 
by Commerce, before that of the Rzario's : 
That in this Caſe the Kingdom of Naples 
might aſſure it {elf of being firſt attack'd, 
becauſe upon it the Frexch had the moſt an- 
cient and moſt legitimate Pretenſions. 

As all thefe Reaſons were invincible, and 
that the King of Naples had not made any 
Reflexion on them when he Confederated 
with the Pope, they convined him. And 
Timidity, which was his ruling Paſſion, ma- 
king him ſee nearer at hand the diſmal Ob- 
jets wherewith Lorenzo threatned him, he 
made no {cruple of owning to him the Deſire 
he had to terminate the 7uſcay War, and re- 
quir'd of him but two days time to contrive 
the Means of bringing it akout. Lorenzo, 
overjoy d to ſee ſo happy a Progreſs in his 
Deſign, return'd to his Lodgings with the 
ſame Precautions he came thence, that 1s to 


ſay, 
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fay, without being attended or ſeen by any, 


and left the Neapolitan King to conſult and 


ruminate with himfelt about the Courſe he 
was to take; for this old Prince communi- 
cated nothing, of this Attair to his Miniſters, 
ſo fearful was he of their being gaind and 
Penfion'd by Rzaro. 

He refolv'd to ſend for Refjali, and found 
him, whether it were poſſible to prevail with 
the Pope to ſlacken in favour of the Floren- 
tines. Reſſalli «t friſt made ſome difficulty 
to tell his Mind ; but being preſs'd at ſuch a 
rate, as that he wss compell'd to ſpeak, or 


declare by his fiience that riſe Pope was 1n-' 
exorable, he freed himfelt out of this per- 


plexity, by propoſing to the Kirig of Naples, - 
That his Majeſty would diſpatch a Meſſenger 
to his Ambaſlador at Rome, to acquaint the 
Pope with Lorexzo's Voyage and Propofals, 
and to know of his Holineſs aiter what man-. 
ner and on what terms he was willing a Ne- 
potiation with him'ſhould be ſet on foot. He 
added, That he would diſpatch at the fame 
time a Courrier to his Holineſs, to inform 
him of what occurr'd at Naples, and require 
his DireQions ; and that after he had receiv'd 
them, he would not fail to communicate 

them to his Majeſty. 
The King of Naples accepted this Offer, 
becauſe it tended to his receiving at the ſame 
| time 
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time a double Illuſtration of what he had fo 
much a deſire to know. But the Pope, who 
did not curb his Humour in things wherein 
he believ'd Diſſimulation was not abſolutely 
neceſſary, anſwer'd the Neapolitan King's 
Ambaſlador, and ſent Orders to his Nunczo, 
not to liſten to the Florenrines, till they 
talk'd of yielding at Diſcretion. He utter'd 
his Mind in this manner with ſo much the 
leſs ſcruple, in that he did not as then: the 
leaft imagine that che King of Naples was 
c224h'2 If leaving himin the lurch ; and that 
7 much better inform'd than that Prince, 
© © Extremity the Plorentines were re- 
© to, he foreſaw, that there needed one- 
|- wo or three Weeks delay, to oblige them 
t. crave Mercy. 

However, he was miſtaken in his Conje- 
Cure; and his Holineſs's ſturdy Aniwer ha- 
ing fully convinc'd the King of Naples of all 
Lorenzo de Medici had told him , that old 
Prince could no longer reſiſt the Temptation 
of abandoning the Pope , and harbour'd no 
other Thoughts, than of making his Accom- 
modation apart. Not but that he faw well 
enough all the Conſequenees of the thing ; 
but he had ſuch an urging to conclude it, 
that he found out in the fame Inſtant Reme- 
dies to the Inconveniencies, furniſh'd by his 
Imagination being craz'd and wounded. 2g 

| ear, 
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Fear. Thus he thought of nothing now, 
but of haſlning his Deiign ; and in the very 
next Audience he gave Lorenzo, he agreed 

with him not onely a Treaty of Peace, but 
| likewiſe an Offenſive and Defenſive League, 
| for Ten years, between the Crown ol Naples 
and the Commonwealth of Plorexce. 

This ſo amaz'd the Pope, that he would 
neither believe what Reſſa//; wrote to him, 
nor what- was own'd to him by Baron Rsf- 
ſano, the Neapslitan Ambatſadour at Rome - 
| Nor was he to be undeceiv'd, till the Duke 
of Calabria had reſtor'd the Places he nad ta- 
ken from the. Florentines, and brought home 
the Army he commanded into his Father's 
Dominions. Then, as domincering Valiions 
have this Property common to great iUvers, | 
which overflow with ſo much the more 
Rapidity, as that the Banks which held them 
in were ſtronger, or the more Care or Arti- 
fice us'd to withſtand them; the Pope fell 
into ſuch an ladignation, as could not have 
more dangerous Symptoms. He exclaim'd 
againſt his Ally, and againſt his Enemies, 
at the ſame rate with thoſe who mean no 
longer to keep any meaſure in their Reſent- 
| ments. He was not content with interdict- 
| ing the Florentines, he excommunicated them 
| all in general, and.'Lorenzo de Medici in par- 


ticular, ' He ,abandon'd their Republick to 
_ whoever 
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whoever had a.Mind to poſſeſs it. He en 
deavour'd to whet the Ambition of the 
Princes of 7taly, by propoſing to them ſo rich 
a Booty ; and ſeeing they were pall'd by the 
Difficulties of ſeifing it, which feem'd to 
them invincible, he ſollicited Foreign Powers, 
and fell to minding the Germans of their an- 
cient Pretenſions upon Tuſcany. 

As to the King of Naples, true 1t 1s, he 
was not excommunicated, nor his Reaim 
interdicted ; for there was neither Reaſon 
nor Pretext ſufficient to come to that Ex- 
tremity. But bating this, a ſtop was put 
to all the Graces the Neapolztans were wont 
to receive from the Holy See. They were 
barr'd ali hope of any in the future. And as 
it was known, that the Nobleſs of the Coun- 
try were reduc to their Obedience to King 
Ferrand, meerly by the Menaces of being re- 
trench'd from the Communion of the Church, 
they were ſollicited to revolt , under the 
Lure of Impunity ; and a beginning was 
made to cavil the Inveſtiture of Naples,which 
the foregoing Popes had granted to the Houſe 
of Arr agon. 

Bur as the Pope's Humour was nice in 
matter of Hatred, the Averſion he had for 


Lorenzo te Medici proceeded from a Motive 


fo much the more difficult to ceaſe, as it was 
the leſs known by thoſe- who might -inter- 
meddle 
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meddle in the Reconciliation: For tho' this 
Pontift had much ado to digeſt, that Lorenzo 
had hindred him from exalting his Houſe to 
the Soveraignty of Tuſcany; tho' the ſame 

\ CTorenzo had in hand Matters ſufficient to con- 
-| - victhim of the baſeſt and blackeit of Crimes, 
and had ihewn the Originals-of them to the 
King of Naples; tho' he had ſpirited this 
Prince from his: Alliance, and had made the 
Troops. of the Church receive rhe moſt fen- 
ſible Afront, by expoſing them to a ſhametul 
Retrear, after the Duke of Cal/abr/a's Deler- 
tion : yet allthis was not precifely what lay 
heavieit at the Pope's Heart. He was more 

ingenious ro tormeat himſeli, than were his 
very Enemies; and laying aſide the Intereſt 
| of his Grandeur and Reputation, he could 
| Not endure that Lorenzo (after having de- 
_ | ſpairdof faving his Republick by continuing 
the War) had choſe rather to go throw him- 
ſelf into ths Arms of the. King of Naples, 
than into his ; and making the due Compa- 
riſon he might well in this Occaſion, be pois'd 
the-Holineſs of the Head of the Church, and 
his Quality of Common Father of the Chris 
f:ans, with the King of Naples's CharaQeer, 
who was reckond in Exrope for the moſt 

Cruel, the moſt Perfidious, and the moſt Selt- 
intereſſed of all Princes. He from thence 
| concluded, That Lorenzo de Medici muſt 
| necds 
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needs have imagin'd, that this King (as Vici 
ous as he was) was ſtill better than his Hohi- 
neſs, ſince he had preferr'd him before him 
in the niceſt Choice that can be made in Ci- 
vil Life, by confiding in him both his Life 
and his Fortune. Thus the Pope would have 
omitted nothing of what he judg'd proper 
two puth on his Reſentment , had not the 
Turks at that time ſeizd on the City of 
Otranto, and put therein Troops they had 
aſſembled in Epirus. So ſudden an Invaſion 
was more efficacious, than had been all Di- . 
vine and Humane Conſiderations. It: re- 
united the Princes of 7taly; it reconcild 
Lorenzo with the Pope ; it caus'd the Cen- 
ſures to be taken off that were fulminated 
againſt the Florentines, and the Pope rein- 
{ſtated them in the Communion of the 
Church, on condition they would ſend Fit- 
teen Gallies to block up the Port of Ozranto, 
and maintain them there at their own Char- 
ges, as long as the Siege ſhould laft before 
that Place. 5 

' As 1t does not appertain to a Writer of 
'Arixdhrs to dwell upon Steges, I ſhall fay no- 
thing of this, fave that the Infidels there 
taught the Chriſtians to make regular For- 
tifications ; and that the Beſieged, after ha- 
ving ſhewn more Reſolution than the Befie- 
gers, demanded to capitulate, as foon as they 
were 


the Houſe of Medicis. 194 
were inform'd of the Death of their Empe- 
rour Mahomet the Second Sas if they had 
deſponded of their Good-fortune under ano- 
ther Head. Þ The Princes of 7raly having no 
more Common Enemies, fell to ſparring 
with one another: And the Senate of Yexice 
hearing of the Dzath of Borſo da Efte Mar- 
quis. of Ferrara, imagin'd it would be eafie 
tor them to ſeiſe on his Territory, becauſe 
Fercule d2 Eſte his Succeſſor was too young, 
and too voluptuons to ſupport the Fatigues 
of the War. But as it was hardly poſſible to 
give a ſpecious Colour to that Ulſurpation, 
without hooking in the Pope, the Senate had 
him pump'd by their Emiſlaries, and pro- 


pos'd to him the ſharing that Marquiſate 


with the Republick, after 1t was conquer'd 
at their mutual Charges. The Pope em- 
brac'd the Propoſition , becaufe that (well 
perceiving his Death was near at hand) he 
would make as much haſte ashe could to ag- 
grandize his Nephews. Thus the League 
was concluded, and the new Marquis attack'd 
by his two Neighbours, when he onely ex- 


- pected from them Compliments of Condo- 


lance -upon his Father's Death. The firſt 
thought he had, while a putting himſelf ina 
Defenſive Poſture, - was to have recourſe to - 
Lorenzo de Medici, who was become fo po- 
tent in Florence, by the Jate Service he had 

| render'd 
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render'd his Commonwealth, that he diſpos'd 
of it almoſt in the ſame manner as if he were 
a Defpotick Soveraign. The Marquis caus'd 
an Envoy extraordinary to repreſent to him 
the Injuſtice that was done him, and the dan- 
gerous Conſequences of the War newly de- 
clar'd againſt him. 

Lorenzo, who had already foreſeen thoſe 
_ Conſequences, was not ſatisfy 'd with afliſting 
him with the .Succours of Florence, but more- 
over wrought him a Counter-League be- 
tween the King of Nap/es, the Dukes of Miz- 


lan and Vrbino, and the Republick of Flo-. 


rence, for the Conſervation of the Land of 
Ferrara, Thus, in a little time aſter, four 
Armies appear'd in the Field, whoſe Succeſs 
was pretty well balanc'd : That of Yenice, 


under Roberto da San Severino, who come. 


manded it ſince Coglione's Death, and who 
nicking the unexpected Death of the Duke 
d' Urbino, General of the Troops appointed 
for the Guard of the Dutchy of Ferrara, dif- 
ſipated them without hazarding a general 
Battel, and came pouring on Victorious to 
the Gates of Ferrara. But, on the other 
fide, the Duke of Calabria having advanc'd 
too far into the Eccleſiaſtick State, with the 
reſt of the Contederated Troops, was de- 
feated at Felitre, by Roberto Malateſta, Lord 
of Rimino, General of the Pope's Army. The 

15! Principal 
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Principal Lords of Naples were lain or taken. 
Prifoners in this Aﬀtion: And the Conque- 


rour was already preparing to march to the 


Conqueſt of that Kingdom, when Rzarzo, far 
from ſuffering him to have ſtill that Occaſion 
of becoming more Famous and Recommend- 
able, having refolv'd to diſpatch him, three 
days after the Battel had him poyſon'd, of 
which he died in; two hours time, Then 
Riario was contriving to put into Rims 
ſuch Soldiers as in whom he might confide: 
But Lorenzo de Medici having notice of his 
Intention by his Spies, caus'd. other Troops 
to ſlip into it, that ſecur'd the Place for 
Malafeſta's Heirs. 

This Precaution, however, mended little 
the Afﬀairs of the better Party ; for the Ar- 
my: of Venice being become Miſtriſs of the 
Campaegn, after the Duke of Calabria's De- 
feat, and the Duke of Vrb;xo's Death, block'd ' 
up ſo cloſely the City of Ferrara, that Lo- 
renzo judg'd they would infallibly take. it, 
if he had not recourſe to the onely Remedy 
to fave it. This Remedy confiſted in cut» 
ting off the Pope's Alliance with the Yenett- 
ans : And to accompliſh this Deſign, there 


was no other way, than to threaten his Ho- 


lineſs with a Council. . Loreyzo made the 


Propoſal of it to the Emperour, and to the 


Kings of England and France , who back'd 
* Z WP this 
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this Overture with ſo much heat, that the 
Council neceſſary to unhinge his Holineſs 


, Was Conven'd. 


The News his Holineſs receiv'd of it; 


ſtartled him no leſs than if he had already: 


felt the Blow. He remembred the Trouble 


_ that another Council, aſſembled at the ſame: © 


Place, had put, - one of his Predeceſlors to ; 


and as he did not expect to be ſo fortunate 


as that Pope,” in parrying the ill Conſequen- 
ces, and that he-ſaw not the fame Diſpoſitt- 
ons in Peoples Minds that-Holineſs had met 
with to divide them, he fanſy'd he was go- 
ing to be depos'd from thePapacy, if he did 
. not ſuddenly remove the . Scandal of the 
War of Ferrara, and do with a good Grace 
what was deſir'd of him by all the Chriſtian 
World. From thence it came, that he was 
' Not contented with abandoning the Venetian 
Commonwealth,without alledging any cauſe 
for his Deſertion z but moreover he let her 
' know it by a Publick Declaration, as conſi- 
derable at leaſt as a Declaration of War. He 


cited her before his' Tribunal, to give an Ac- 


count of the Atts of Hoſtility ſhe had com- 


mitted in theDutchy of Ferrara, and of the 


Pretenſions ſhe might have upon it. He com- 
manded: her to reſtore what ſhe had there 
taken, and command thence her Troops; in 
default of which, he proteſted he would go 


Joyn 
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joyn the Confederated. Princes, to conſtrain 


_ her to it. 


The. Senate of Yenice ſhew'd more firm- 
neſs than was expeed from a Republick ac- 
cultom'd to venture her ſelf the leaſt ſhe 


could with Fortune, They did not trifle away 

- their time, with vainly reproaching the Pope 

with his Breach of Faith, nor. with putting 
him in mind, that he it was that had engag'd 
them in the Quarrel, which. he would now 


hinder them from deciding. They: affte&ed 
in that reſpect a kind of Infenſibility, which 
might pals for a juſt Contempt, and anſwer'd. 
with a Haughrineſs mingl'd with Reſpect, 


_- «That not owning any Superiour Power upon 
_ "Earth, they were not bound to give any one . 
--an Account of. their ATIGS, nor to deport 
.themſelves at anothers Ple; 
- they hadthought juſt when they undertook 
2x It, 


eaſure, in a War 


Thus the Yexetiang.Stubbornneſs and Ob- 

ſtinacy, of neceſſity drawing after it a long 
and difficult War; having oblig'd the Princes 
of /taly to meet at 'Crgmona, ſo to reſolve 
among themſelves what Courſe was to be 
taken, Lorenzo de Medic; appeard there in 


_ Quality of Ambaſſador from his Republick, 


and comported himſelf in ſuch manner, ' as 
finiſh'd giving to-his Reputation the' liyelieſt 


Luftre of which it was capable ; for -tho' his 
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paſt Attions, and principally his Voyage to 
Naples, had proclaim'd him the greateſt 
Stateſman then in taly, there was, however, 
ſome room for doubt, whether he under- 
ſtood War ſo well as Negotiation. And the 
extreme Care he had ever had to appeaſe 
Quarrels as ſoon as they begun, ſeem'd to up- 
hold the Conjectures of ſome Perſons, that 
he had a diffidence of his Military Virtue, 
and not fo good an Opinion of himlcli, , as 
to think he was capable of executing in the 
Field, what he had concluded at the Board. 
But in the Aſſembly of Cremona he talk'd of 
War with ſo much ſufficiency and eaſineſs, 
that the whole Congreſs went thence per- 
ſuaded; that he was no leſs fit tor Arms, than 
polite Letters; and that he had an admira- 
ble knack at inſpiring vigorous Reſolutions, 
when he judg'd them neceſlary for the Com- 
mon Good. | 

He repreſented to this Congreſs, That 7:aly 
had not then any more formidable Enemies 
'than the Yenetians; That they had alter'd 
the Deſign of being wakeful for the Publick 
Liberty, which they had ſo happily proſe- 
'cuted during ſo many Apes, into the-Reſo- 
lution of ſubduing it; and'that the War o 
Ferrara was an evident Proof of this Afler- 


q 


'tion: That "the Good and Well-meaning 


'mighr with conveniency ſuffer them to come 


out 
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out of their Marſhes, and take footing on 
the-7erra-firma, while they concern'd them- 
ſelves no farther than to exterminate the T'y- 
rants of Padoua, and againſt the Emperours 
to prote&t the Holy See; but that in the 
preſent JunQure they could not with Juſtice 
approve of their Enterpriſes , ſeeing they 
tended to the Oppreſlion of /zaly : That they 
had almoſt reduc'd to Extremity the Impor- 
tant City of Ferrara; and that if they were 
ſuffer'd to preſs it,*there would be no means 
left to hinder them from rendring themſelves 
afterwards Maſters of Modena and Reggio : 
That they would find in thoſe two Cities 
the Keys of all the Places of Romagna, ſuch 
Conveniencies would they aftord them, for 
the ſeiſing them in the ſame, time they 
ſtripp'd the right Owners of the Means of 


making their Defence; and that after the 
Conqueſt of Romagsa, the moſt Potent Prin- 


ces of /taly would have no longer any League 
of Communication, and might be eaſily ſub- 
dued one after the other, by a Republick 
whoſe Counſel being Eternal, and ever Uni- 
form, would till keep her in a poſture of 


' nicking the Revolutions which Time and 


Fortune ſhould introduce among her Neigh- 


 bours. 


Lorenzo de Medici's Diſcourſe made all Italy 
take up. Arms againſt the Yenetzavs, and con- 
O4 ſtrain'd | 
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| Nrain'd them quickly to ſhift'the Deſign of 
Uſurping others Dominions, into that of 
defending their own. ZAercule da Eſte, at 
the Head of a formidable Army, entred the 
Territory of Breſcia and Bergamo, and forc'd 
(by this Irruption) the Yenetrans to recall the 
Troops which had almoſt reduc'd Ferrara to 
'Extremity, Thoſe Troops diſpers'd them- 
ſelves after ſome Skirmiſhes, wherein they 
had the diſadvantage ; and all the Champion 
of the 7erra-firma was ſo abſolutely deſert- 
ed, that nota Yenetian Soldier now appear'd, 
to hinder the Pillage ; when the Senate con- 
trivd a way to divert the Storm, by which 
they were upon the point of being wreck'd, 
by a Device whoſe Succeis was anſwerable 
to their Expectations. ; 

They had perceiv'd, that Ladowico Sforza, 
who govern'd then the Dutchy of Mela, in 
Quality of the Duke his Nephew's Guardiag, ,. 
had engag'd in the League rather for Com- 
panies ſake, than of ſet Deſign ; becauſe ha- 
ving whirl'd his Head with uſurping the So- 
veraignty, of which he had onely the Ad- 
miniſtration, it was no longer for his Ad- 
vantage, that the Confederated - Princes 
ſhould weaken the Yenetians, for fear they 
ſhould turn afterwards againſt him. In this 
view, they diſpatch'd from Yenice a ſly and 
experienc'd Senator. He wriggl'd himſelf 

| | 1nto 
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into Ludovico's. good Opinion , by making | 
him obſerve, That he unwittingly contribu- 
red to the Execution of others Afairs, by 
ruining his own ; and that the Counter-clap 
of the Miſchief he did the Yexetians, 1f. he 
had not a care, would recoil ſuddenly upon 
himſelf; Th - he' was. engag'd in a League 
which could not but be prejudicial to him, 
ſince whoever pounc'd the State of the Zerra- 
firma, would render himſelf Maſter of the 

Land of Milan when he pleas'd ; That young 

Hercule da Efte, to whom that Conqueſt 

was defign'd, had Ambition; and that when 

he was become extraordinary Potent, ev'n 
beyond his Deſires and ExpeCtations, he 
would ſtill drive at more, and. endeavour to 
| bring about his Aims; That the true Inte- 
{4 reſt of the Dutchy of Mz/ax was to hinder 
| [taly from changing Maſtars, becauſe white 
: it continu'd in the ſame State, that Dutchy 
would ever be a principal Part of it, and 1ts 
\ Maſters, by conſequence, always the moſt 
| Confider'd Princes of /taly, 

This Ratiocination was ſo much tae more 
| agreeable tro Ludovico Sforza, in that it was 
: conformable to his Genius. This Prince, too 

refin'd in all things, ſuffer d his Temper to 

be cajoll'd with the Vanity of ſhewing his 
Power, by obſtructing the Accompliſhment 
of an Enterpriſe ſo near an iſſue, as-was _u 
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of ruining the #evetians, and in drawing 
from the. Brink of the Precipice the moſt 11- 
luſtrious Republick in the Univerſe, with- 
out doing ought elſe than ſuſpending his 
Concourſe, and forbearing.to a&t in Conjun- 
Rion with thoſe who were going to puſh 
on its Downfall. He abandon'd the Confe- 
derates, without giving them notice. He con- 
cluded a ſecret Treaty with the Yexetians, 
without foreſceing, that this fame Treaty 
would :be the Cauſe of his own Ruine, and of 
that of his Family. He recall'd, his Troops 
from #7ercule da E/ſ/&'s Army, which made 
up;the better part of it, and reduc'd-him, by 
this Deſertion, to depart Zombardy, .and re- 
turn into:his own State. And thus the War 
.ceas'd, in the ſame manner as a Fire that is 
retrench'd-of Fewel; and the Pope conceiv'd 
ſuch a Vexationat it, as augmented the Fe- 
ver, whereof he died the Tenth of Augs/, 
I 434. 

Lorenzo de Medici, after having endea- 
vour'd to make know to Ludovico Sforza the 
Fault he committed, propos'd to the Floren- 
tines, to employ the Soldiers they had in the 
Confederated Army, in recovering the City 
of Serezana, Which Fregoſo had taken from 
them, and ſold to the Republick of Genoua. 
The Council of Eight gave their Aſſent to 
this Expedition. The Town was gs, 
an 
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| and made ſuch a vigorous Defence, as -re- 
- | quired Lorenzo's appearing at the Siege. His 
Preſence cooPd the Courage of the Inhabi- 
tants, and of the Garrifon : They ſent to 
- | preſent him with a Crown of Olive, and 
the Town ſubmitted to the Laws he thought 
fitting to impoſe on it. She open'd to him. 
| Her Gates, and receiv'd him with the ſame 
Serenity, as if the had no cauſe for Fear and 
Apprehenfion. This Teſtimony of her Con- 
© | fidence in him, was not uſeleſs to her: And 
if Lorenzo de Medici did not treat her alto- 
gether as Innocent, he hinder'd at leaſt her 
being ſentenc'd to a Redemption ifrom Plun- 
der, and from being robb'd of her Privi- 
leges. 
| At his Return from this Expedition, -For- 
| | tune furniſh'd him with the Occaſion of re- 
; paying with Uſury the King of Naples the 
, | good Office he had receivid. The City of 

Aquila was now revolted againſt this Old 
Prince, whoſe too great Severity was ever 
.gravelling him in new Troubles, and had put 
it ſelf under the ProteCtion of the Holy See. 
_ anocent the Eighth , ſucceeding S:zxtus the 
" |. Fourth, chad granted her this Prote&ion 
| with too much precipitation, and without 
examining the Conſequences it might have. 
| | The Neapolitan Nobility, who onely waited 
tor the Pope's Declaration to havea _ 
£1 | or 
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the Cities to revolt where they kad Autho- 


rity, reduc'd their King to the neceſſity of. 
_*.'remaining pent up in his Capital. City. . Ro- 
*berto da San Severino being malecontent, as | 
well-as the reſt, accepted rhe Generalſhip of | 
the Pope's Armies, tho* his Brother of the 
fame Name had bcen poyton'd in thar Poſt, - 
and ſpirited away the Troops which the 
Duke of Calabria was leading from Taranto 
to his Father's Succour. | 

So many redoubl'd Misfortunes' did ſo op- 
preſs the King of Naples, that he did not fo. 
-much.as think of demanding Succours of LZo- 
rexzo ; When Lorenzo, through an exceſs of 
Generolity, hazarded ſo many things to re- | 
fſeue and diſengage him out of ſo great a Pe- | 
Til. - And indeed,” without having receiv'd 
either Letters or Courrier from Naples, he 


had already put the Or/ini's his Allies into 
the Field, and had givin them Money to 
raiſe Troops. He had likewiſe caus'd Sums 
to be diſtributed to Proſper and Fabricio, 


| Heads of the Houſe of Colonna, to the very 


Concurrence ſtipulated. in the ſecret Treaty, 


Which that- Houſe had concluded with the 


Crown of Naples, for their mutual Defence 


againſt 'the Holy See. And theſe two Clanns, 
forgetting for a time their Quarrels, ated 


in ConjunQion, and causd part of the Ec- 
| cleſiaſtick 
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to recall Say Severimo, who made no 
Progreſles in Abruſſia. Sau Severino was tiot 


fo bappy in St. Peter's Patrimony, and bee. 


hav'd himſelf fo forrily 2gainſt the Orfin/'s 
and the Colonne/t, that the Pope, whoſe Hu- 


mour was diſtruſtſul, ſuſpeted him'of Cor-. 
reſpondence with his Enettibs. And this 


pretended Coljuſion gave him occaſion to 
fear, that the two Armies(after having ſpent 


ſome time in making ſemblance- of fighting) 
would joyn, and march againſt Rome with 
Enſigns difplay'd. 

His Holinefſes Warlike Temper was chill'd 
of x ſudden : He courted Peace with Preci- 
pitation, as he had with Levity declar'd 
War ; and choſe rather to addreſs himſelf to 
Lorenzo ole Medici, tor the negotiating it, than 


' toany other, it being in his Power ſooner to 


conclude it, and without obſerving the won- 
td Formalities. 

-. Thus Lorenzo was the Arbiter of /taly, and 
' verform'd. this glorious Commiſhon with ſo 
"much Addreſs, that he merited the Pope's 
Amity , without abating the leaſt' of the 
Neapolitan King's Intereſts : For this Pontiff 


"having on one ſide acknowledg'd the Fault 


he had unſeaſonably committed ; and on the 


other, Lorenzo's Moderation not ſuffering 


that wy King of Naples ſhould derive 
any 
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any' other advantage from the riſing and- 
lowring Commotions of the Ecclefiaſtick 
State, than that of Conquering what lawfully 
appertain'd to him ; His Holineſs was ſo at- | 
fected with this Heroe's Virtue, that heſfince ' 
rajsd the Houſe of Medici ro the Soveraignty 
we now ſee it ſtand poſleſs'd of. 
The Pope had been marry'd in his Youth, 
and the eldeſt of his Children, call'd 4be, | 
was to be Head of that Illuſtrious Houſe, | 
and Heir of that of Maleſpina, which .poſ- 
ſeſsd two Principalities, and other fair Ter- 
ritories in /taly. Lorenzo de Medici was de- 
fird to give him in Marriage Margarita his 
_ eldeſt Daughter, and the Nuptials were cele- | 
brated with ſuch Magnificence as held no- 
thing of a Private Life. Afterwards the Col.- 
lege of Cardinals was aſſembled to ratifie the 
Intention the Pope had of making G:ovann? 
de Medici, Lorenzo's youngeſt Son, Cardinal, 
tho' he had not yet accompliſh'd his Thir- 
teenth year of age. The thing was diffi- 
cult, in that ſince John the Tweltth's Papacy, 
and the Calamities with which it wasattend- | 
ed, all the Soveraign Pontifts that ſucceeded 
him, to the number of above Fifty, had eſta- 
bliſh'd for inviolable Laws, That thencefor- 
ward no Perſon ſhould be admitted into the 
Sacred College, before his Majority. How- 
ever, the Salfarcs of the Cardinals were ſo 
| carefully 
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catefully hook'd in, aad they were infpir'd. 
with ſo auſpicious a Deſire to ſlacken in fa- 
vour of the Pope, who had not neglefted to 


| follicit them in private, one. after another ; 
| and in' conſideration of Lorenzo de Medici, 


who had newly freed them-from a War, du- 
ring which all their Revenues had been ſe. 
queltred; that at length they conſented to 


| what was required of them, on Condition it 
| ſhould be by way of Diſpenſation onely, and 


without turning to a-Conſequence. 

Hitherto Lorexzo's Virtue had appear'd 
more Military than Civil, as having found 
little Exerciſe ſave in War, But the profound 


| Tranquillity he had procur'd to his Coun- 


try, gave him leiſure to lay himſelf wholly 
open, and expoſe to view the other part of 
his Soul, which was no leſs admirable in 
Peaceable Functions. He had obſerv'd, that 
the Commonwealth of Florence had ever 
been attack'd on two ſ:des ; namely, on thar 
of Sieana, and on that of Mount Apennine. 
By way of Fortifying the former, he caus'd 
an Imperial City, call'd Poggzo, to be rebuilt, 
upon an Eminence, and Peopl'd it with the 
poor Inhabitants of Pog gzbouzi, whoſe Hou- 
ſes the Duke of Calabria had burnt, for ha- 
ving held too long out againſt his Army. 
And to cut off Acceſs to the ſecond, ' he re- 
pair'd Fieroſola, ſituated upon the Fhghrway 
| ® 
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of Bologna, and enclosd it with Walls, . 
flank'd with new Towers, of the famous.En- | 
gineer, Mark Anthony de St. Gal's Invention. | 
| But for fear the Quarrels, which often, 
aroſe among the Neighbours of his Repub- 
lick, might diſturb the Repoſe it enjoy 'd, by 
reducing it to ſide ſometimes with one, 
fometimes with the other, he made a League 
between the Florentines, and the Lords of | 
Perugia, and of Citta di Caſtella in Bologna, | 
and of Siena, whereof the two Principal 
Articles ſtipulated, in caſe there fell out any 
Difference between two of the Confederates, 
they ſhould: be bound to fubmit it to the 
Arbitrement of the reſt, and comply with 
the Deciſion made by Plurality of Voices; 
and that he of the twa that refus'd acqui- 
eſcing in the Sentence, ſhould be conſtrain'd 
to it by force of Arms, which ſhould be us'd 
againſt her, till he had executed it to all in- | 
tents and purpoſes, This Confederacy,joyn'd 
_ to the®#Authority Lorenzo had acquir'd 1n 
thoſe Princes Minds, render'd them ſo fub- 
miſſive to him, that they did thenceforward 
nothing of moment but by his Counſels, 
and enjoy'd a profound Tranquillity during 
his Life. | 
Some of them there were that endeavour'd 
to imitate him in the new Order he pur the 
Afﬀairs of his Republick, and ftudy'd him 
ho . (as 
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(as T may ſay) in his fo improving the Jun- 
 Rhure, when there was nar a®Florentine that 
durſt thwarthis Intentions; by beſtowing on 


his Friends; it their ſevetal turns, the Princi- 


pal Offices of State, with a juſt Tempera- 


ment , 


and without Men 'of the higheſt 


Quality taking any Umbrage:- for tho” ſuch 
Perſons had not any peculiar Engagement 
with him, * "provided they were not wanting 
in Merit, he boggl d not at employing them 


in Afﬀairs for” keeping up Decorum , 


and © 


creating Emulation in others, 

As for the Plorentines, Lorenzo knew, that 
to obviate their being Mutinous, it was ne- 
ceſſary to produce them - the Opportunities 
of gaining, and to procure and exhibit to 
them from time to time new Subjects of 


Divertiſements. 


To indulge the former of 


theſe two Paſſions, he devis'd putting -a 


| Sum of Money into the Hands of the 


Overſeers, and thoſe having the Superin- 
tendency of -the Publick Proviſions , that 


they 


might afford them at a cheaper rate, 


But after he had found. by experience, that 
they were leſs oblig'd to him for this pri- 
vate Liberality, and that, in caſe he eontiny'd, 
he ſhould infallibly incur the Suſpicion and 


Hatred of. the Nobility, -he chang'd his Me- 


thod, and fell to building a Houſe of Plea» 


fury at Cajana,W where all the Poor of Florence, -... 


and 


z10 The Secret Hiflory. of 
and Parts adjacent, might for a long time 
find occaſion bf petting .their Livelihood; 
' while at certain Feafts of the Year he 
took care -to have Horſe-racing and Turna- 
_ ments, whereat the Youth wich emulation 
ſhew'd their Agility. | | 

| He had likewiſe Comedies ated, tho' they 
were not then ſo regular as afterwards under 
his Son's Popedom ; and when his FaQors at 
Grand Cairo had fent him Wild-Beaſts, he 
made them bait and fight one another be- 
fore the Plorentizes, who were ſo much the 
more greedy of this Diverſion, as that tay 
had not had the like Entertainment ſince the 
Luxury of the firſt Czſars. 

But as he had a nice Wit in Gallantry, as 
well as in all other things, he fell to refining 
theCarnaval Recreations, and rendring-them 
more ingenious, and more capable of being 
relliſh'd by Perſons of Honour. For the 
better underſtanding of what I am going to 
fay, it is to be ſuppos'd, that the FaCtions of 
the Guelphs and Gibellins, by obliging the 
Citizens of Florence to rub out Day and 
Night in Arms, had introduc'd into their 
Sports a World of Libertine Actions, 
which favourd of War; and had at laſt 
degenerated into ſuch a Brutality, as that it 
was honourable to ſhun them, and ſcanda- 
lous to frequent them ; tor in theſe Recrea- 

c10NS 
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tiokis they onely combated for infamous Ob- 
jeas , Feaſted onely to be drunk; the 


|. Balls were follow'd with Proſtitution; and 


the Theatres expos'd nothing that could be 
ſeen by innocent Eyes, or heard by chaſte 
Ears. 
However, Lorexzo de Medici undertook to 
purifie this ſort of Feſtivals ; and to accom- 
pliſh it the more cunningly, and withour 


| _ being expos'd at firſt ro the Publick Raille- 


ry, he-conterr'd with all the Gallants, and 
all the Wits of 7a/y, about the Reformation 
he intended. Afﬀter which, he fram'd the 
Deſign of repreſenting at the Carnaval Hi- 
ſtories of Antiquity, which were becoming 
all ſorts of Perſons, and inſtructed ar 
the ſame time they diverted. Thus they 


choſe the firſt time to give the People a Spe- 


Etacle, whoſe Repreſentation may be till 
ſeen in a Manuſcript of the French King's 
Library, enrich'd with Noble Figures. It 
was the Combate of Hercules, and of the 
other Heroes that aſſiſted at the Nuprial of 
of Pirithous, againſt the Centaurs. The Paint 
ers, the Sculpters, and ArchiteQs , ſhar'd 
among them the Decoration of the Proſpects, 
and of the Publick Places: the briskeſt 'of 
the Nobility, and of the Citizens, were ex- 
ercis'd by experienc'd Maſters. The Battel 
was fought with all the Skill and Arrtifice 

P a imaginable, 
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imaginable, and the Florentines receivid ſo 


much fatisfaction in this Entertainment, 
that Lorenzo thought it convenient to conti- 
nue it, and took tor three Years following 
the three Triumphs of Petrarch. 

His Gallantry was not confin'd to this 
Amulement ; tor as Prizes were given 1n the 
Principal Cities of Italy tor Horſe-racing, he 
causd Barbs of a prodigious fleetnels to 
come from Africa, which were dreſfs'd with 
ſo much care, that they won the Day at 
Rome, at Milan, at Naples, at Venice, and 
in all other Places where rhe Liſt was 
open to them. The Prizes they gain 'd con- 
ſiſted in Plate and Precious Stufis, which 
were all employ'd in the Decoration of Al- 
tars, that the People ſeeing them , might 


with pleaſure call him ro mind by whom - 


they were Dedicated. So many Foreſights 
did he uſe for improving, even to the leaſt 
Occafions of preſerving, or augmenting, 
the Love the People bore him. 

He did, however, all thoſe things with an 


Air, as fufficiently ſhew'd his main drift | was | 


in all ſuch Contrivances chiefly to furniſh to 
the Publick Recreations, ſuffering little of 
his own time to be couzen'd with theſe 
Shews; for his moſt precious Hours 'were 
buſied in maintaining Peace in his Country, 
in ſtifling rhe Seeds of Civil. Wars, which 

budded 
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budded from time to time among the Flo- 
rentmes, © And' as he could not doubt but 
that this particular Peace depended on that 
of 7taly in general, he eſtabliſh'd a San&tion 
among the Princes and Republicks of the 
Country, which laſted as long as his Life. 
{ His Cloſet became the Rendezvous of all 
their Deputies. In it, for four Years toge- 
ther, were terminated all the Bickerings and 
Difterences they had with one another. In 
| it were the Meaſures taken, they bound 
| themſelves voluntarily to keep, and which 
| they never broke. In one of thoſe Politick 
Conferences it was, Lorenzo chanc'd to ſtar, 
, upon hearing the Marriage of Charles che 
Eighth of France with the Heireſs of F2ta- 
| zy, That 7aly would be in great danger, 
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1 | as ſoon as France came to knoy its own 
X Strength, DTWs - 
+ | © © Thus the Fable of the Gaulzh Hercules be- 
ing become a Truth, and rkere being a Man 


P | itithe World,” who withoat Power and Cha- 
rattef govern'd at his 'own Pleaſure the Part 
of -Furope the moſt jealous of its Freedom, 
the moſt wary and conſiderate, and the moſt® _ 
difficult to manage. This Miracle equally 
furpriz'd Nations the neareſt and moſt re- 
mote from taly, and Bajazet the Second, Em- 
perour of the 7urks, ſent to teſtifie to Lo- 
rezzo de Medici-the Eſteem he had for his 

| "FI Virtue, 
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Virtye, at the ſame time. that Matthias Core 
vin, King of Hungary, render'd him the ſame 
Office by a Solemn Embaſke. 

The famous Cayte-Bey, Souldan of Zgypr,, 
causd ſuch Precious and ſuch Magnificent 
Things to be prefented him at Florence, that 
never Prince had receiv'd the like in the 
higheſt Luſtre of. the Roman Empire;; for 
beſides Jewels, Gold, Balm, Benjamin, Per- 
tumes, and Veſtments, there was a Camel. 
Leopard, ſo enormous for his Bigneſs, and ſo 
Jovely to behold, for the Diverſity of his 
*olours, wherewith his Skin was ſpotted, 

\ -&t People came fromall Parts to view him:: 
tha ., woſt famous Painters drew him, and the 
Ther. mploy'd ſome Months in the. Deſcri-: 
Poets & tis Animal ; which ſerv'd in! ſome 
ption-ol ti. . « .qmfort Lorenzo de Medici for 
manner tO © |, when the change of Air and 
the loſs of hin.  Gon'd his Death at eight 
Food, had occa. 4 jndeed, if we had not 
Months end. An% Gjmonies. of this Creas 
ſo many ancient Te. ' > accounted Fabnlous, 
ture, he would now bc known, and Ame» 
that the Indies being more . 'poeer, any. 
rica diſcover'd, there 1s Not, «Leopard of. 
Relation that ſpeaks of a Came Co 
this Kind. In. the mean Mr? X's Son, 
Daughter, who had mar ried 3 nd and. 
was brought to Bed of a Male Chud; 


fn GE defſin'd 1F 
his Holineſs making her a Viſit; defir "to 
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| toask of him' fomie Favour. She comply'd, 


but not iff the manner that was” expect- 
edi; for iniſtead of ſpeaking of what might 
patmper the Ambition' of a young Woman, 


| the Sympathy and Tenderneſs ſhe had for 
{ her young Brother the Cardinal, induc'd her 

| toitdefire onely, that he might come and dwell 
| at:Rome. The Pope, being no leſs charm'd 


with ber Virtue, than with her incompara- 
ble Beauty, diſpatch'd a Courrier to Florence, 
to\prevail with Lorenzo to recall his Son the 


' Cardinal from Piſa, where he compleated his 


Studies, -and to ſend- him to the Court of 
Rome, with a Promiſe of conferring on him 
the Privileges of Cardinal-Nephew, and of 
conſidering him in that Quality. Lorenzo 
ould” have been very well content not to 
introduce his Son upon ſo great a Theatre of 
the World; at ſo green an Age; however, as 
he lov'd him too well to deprive him of a 
Conjuncture ſo propitious to his Fortune, he 
allow'd: him to take a Journey to Rome ; but 
he caus'd ſo pompous an Equipage to be pre- 
par'd for him, that tho' Luxury was ſuffici- 
ently great' at the Pope's Court, by the 
means of" the Cardinals of Naples and of 
Milan, where they had matriculated it of late 
years, nothing near his Magnificence had 
been ſeen. Yet this was not what Lorenzo 
apply'd his Thoughts moſt to; for he was 
oY P 4 much 
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much more follicitous of his Son's Education, 
than his Train. . He ſet about him ſuch -Per-' 
ſons 'onely whoſe. Probity. was known to. 
him; and the - Governours: he, had «in his 
Youth, were Men conſummated in the Stu-; 
dy and Exerciſe.of Politick Prudence. / +-: 

Lorenzo de Medici did himſelf contribute. 
to this Inſtruction, what Experience -had 
taught him; and robbing his Sleep of . the 
Hours he-could not: ſpare from: Afﬀairs,. he: 
wrote a Book aſter the Example of 7uly's Of-: | 
fices, for the teaching his Son how to acquit- 
himfelf like a. Man. of Quality at the Court' 
o Rome, of all the Duties of Civil Life. | 

He reprefented the Dignity ,of Cardinal-in 

All its Extent; he examin'd the Talentire-- 
quilite to maintain it : Wichal, admirably 
well deſcribing the Genius of 'thoſe' Sho: 
were then honuur'd with the Sacred Purple, 
and of the Principal:'Perſons. who:made a. Fi- 
gure about his Holinels-; -he;ſhew'd diſtinQ-: 
ly the Air with which he was to att with: 
each of them in-particular, --. cf 

Now this would be the Place t9.ſet Join; 
an Extract of rhat Book ; but as it periſh'd. 
fo ablojutely, during Loreyzv's long Exile; 
that there is not the leaft Fragment of it re- 
maining, we know nothing;more of it, than; 
what I have newly couch'd. -Lorenzo's other'- | 

Works, 1 in Verſe and in Proſe, have nbt had + 

more 
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- | more propitious: Deſtiny ;*and we' ſhould” 
7 hardly have kriown he had been an'Author, 
| if the Printed Letters and Manuſcripts of 
1 his Friends,. whereof I meanto- ſpeak in the 
: | following Book, did not 'make mention 
of: his 'Odes, Sonets, Gallant 'Letters, ani 
a Dialogue of "the: Nature 'of Love, livi. 
ded into Five Parts ; and if Paulus : Fovins, 
his Contemporary, had not fil'd his Eulogy 
among thole of the moſt celebrated Modern 
y Authors. 1X 
a Hardly [had the Cardinat mY Medici re-' 
F ceiv'd and repaid -the Viſits of 'the+ Sacred 
| College, when he was oblig'd to' return to 
Florence, by Occurrences I am*going, to de- 
ſevibe;©: His Father, being | retir'd to his: 
Country-houſe at Carrego , 'to-vacate to'the 
Study. of Philoſophy; -with' The moſt Tearned' 
of: his Fgiends, 'pereeiv'd a Comet; whoſe Jn-' 
fluence was fo malipn to! 'hin,” that he 'was 
taken with a-Feves' the 'fame"day;  On"the' 
morrow at 'Nooti'(the' Weather being alts-" 
| gether:Screne,” and-none'of: thi fore-running' 
; Sipgns'ot Thunder appearing *'the Lightning 
fell ſuddenly upoti' the Prineipal '"Chyrch"oft” 
Etorbnee;- call di Santa Marin bo Frore, with-” 
out: cauſing other Damage; than” breakinÞ 
the Arms of the' Houſe of Medici, that werei 
| ſetuponthe higheſt Pinzele, *Sorie-mornents' 
—_ hideous*Noife was heard inthe _ 
where 
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where: they keve the Wild- Beaſts for the: 
Peoples Diverſion; and- they afterwards' 
found, they had all mutiny'd againſt anex- 
traordinary great and furious: Lion, fo as 
that their Keepers. were not able: to hinder 
them from tearing him piece-meal, and that 
' after this Execution they: were of themſelves: 
appeas'd. 
As the Jralians eaſily. puzzle their Heads: 
| with. Thoughts of the Future, they: fail'd: 
not to make Predictions upon theſe three 
Prodigies, which. were almoſt all: juſtify'd 
by. the Event. But none, fave Savanarolu,- 
a. Religious. of 'the Order of. St. Dominic, 
carried the Prophecy to its-due Extent, by: 
preaching in. the moſt famous Auditory' of! 
Elarence, That the /talians having filFd: the? 
meaſure-of their Sins, God,; who would' no' 
longer. defer. their Puniſhment ,, wag going» 
to. bereave,: them- of the! onely, Man--thar: 
maintain'd their Tranquillity ; and that in»! 
continently: after his Death, they would: 
worry one another, and be' expos'd a Prey! to? 
Foreign Nations. Yet however eminent:was' 
already. Sawayarola's Renown, and- tho! he' 
employ'd all his Eloquence; the greateſt: of 
the Jatter Ages, to-procure Belief, he hardly 
perſuaded any” to give credence to his Aſſer- 
tions ;. and. thoſe who. were moſt concern'd' 
to. appeaſe. the Anger of Heaven, lov'd ra- 
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ther to imagine, that this admirable Preach- 
er threatned them through a prepofſefiion- of- 
Spirit difadvantageous to the Houſe of Mes 

'' | Adici, than reſolve upon doing Penance. 
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| T| he End of the Ti hird Book. 
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Ever was any Diſeaſe more trea- 
cherous than that which ſeis'd Lo- 
renzo de Medici, on'the very Day 
the Comet firſt appear'd. It was 

in the beginning onely a very ſlight Fever, 

_- and fo much. the leſs to be dreaded, in that 

his Friends thought they knew its Cauſes. 

They 
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the Zouſe of Medici. * 22x 
They. judg'd it to be excited by an Obſtrufti> 
on complain'd. of by the Patient, and that 
this Obſtruction could onely be imputed to 
the Malignity of the Rhewm, ot which he 
ſufired ev'ry Moment ſtrange Defluxions : . 


Yet the Fits continuing, tho' not augmenting, '- - 


Lorenzo's Relations and Adherents ſent for 
Piero. Leoni, the moſt celebrated Phyſician 
in /taly, from Spoleto. | 

That what I am going to relate, may be 
the-better underſtood, it is neceſſary to pre- 
ſuppoſe, Thar this Leonz was: the firſt who 
ſince the fall of the Roman Empire had 
thought of queſting after the Medicinal Art 


In the Ancient Greet Authors ; whereas 


thoſe of his time addited to that Pro- 


of Arabian Phyſicians, He had tranſlated 
with ſo much fidelity and eloquence the 
moſt conſiderable Works of Galen, and. was 
become ſo famous by the Novelty and Im- 
portance of this Pertormance, as to be of- 
fer'd the Principal Profeflor of Phylſick's 
Chair at Padoaua, where he had taught with 
applauſe during ſeveral Years. But his ill 


Genius puſhing him into the. Snare wherein 


moſt Phyſicians were then entangkd, (1 


mean) Judicial Aftrology, he was become 


ſo-expert that way, as to. be conſulted from 
all Parts of 7taly. | One day, the Fancy took 
Oy | him 
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fins tocatciilate his own Nativity. He found 
he'was'born under ſomakign-a Conſtellation, 
that he.muſt infallibly be drown'd by anun- | 
forefen ' Accident, The fear he was in of 
this falling our accordingly, made him quit | 
' Patoaa, as being calld to Yenice, whither he 
could not go but by Water : And that 'be- 
ſides, by- making a long abode at Padoua, he | 
could 'by no means have diſpens'd paſſing, 
over the Bridge, which he ſuppos'd would 
fallunder him. | He had Eſtate ſufficient to 
fabſiſt on any where at eaſe; and if he 
preterr'd dwelling in his own Country before 
others, he did it on the account of there be- 
ing neither Torrent nor River. 

- 'Whereupon he return'd to Spolero, where 
he remain'd Ten years, without ſetting Foot 
over his Threſhold. Bur at length his Re- 
nown attrated him ſo great- a number of 
Viſits, that Civility preſfling him to repay 
ſome of them, he grew inſenfibly wean'd 
from that hideous Apprehenſion he had har- 
bour'd .of Waters. He began to paſs over 
the Bridge on Foot, afterwards paſsd in on 
Horſeback. He ſince ventur'd to Ferry over 
Rivers: He went by Boat on Brooks. But 
as Hazard does ever extraordinary things, 
-when Prudence has reſolv'd to bring about 
ſome ſurprifing Contingencies, it came ito 
Lorenzo's Friends thoughts, to commit to 

Leons 
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} | LZeonithe:-Concern.of his Cure: They invited 
him to Carrego, with all whe Reaſons and 
J ; 
| Allurements of ;Honour and Profit, .capable 
r | of temptiog him:; and prevaild with him at 
: 


| laſt-to undertake the Journey, after having 
| | been thorowly informd there were no 
| Rifques for him to run. He .came; ſaw 
' the Sick Man; obſerv'd all the Symptoms 
| of his Malady with the utmoſt exattneſs ; 
! joynd the Prediftions of Judicial Aſtro- 
| logy, to the Indications of Phylſick ; and 
from all theſe things together , unhappily 
concluded, That there was nothing to be 
fear'd. in the Diſtemper they 'had in hand ; 
that' there needed not any Remedy ; and, 
. | that Nature, that would not fail to rouſe it 
. f felf in due time, would have ſufficient 
| ftrength to looſen and diſperſe the ill Hu- 
F | mours which fed the Fever, and to reeſtabliſh 
; 
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the Patient in perfeft Health, LZeoni's Ad- 
Wice was follow'd with the utmoſt punQu- 
ality : but they likewiſe perceiv'd, that Na- 
ture, in ſtead of making its Efforts in the - 
| Critical Days, grew ſtill weaker and weak- 
, | er, and inſenſibly ſunk and dwindl'd, Zs- 
- Þ dovico Sforza, having Spies throughour all 
| Ztaly, was inform'd how Matters ſtood. And 
as che had an Intreſt in Lorenzo de Medrct's 
, | Life, as thinking him too Pacifick to ſuffer 
, | any Diſturbance in the Tutelage of the 
7 Dutchy 
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 Dutchy. of May, tho' hethad uſurp'd thi * 
Station, he ſent with: all diligence to Car- 
rego, Lazaro de Plaiſanza, the moſt famous 
Phyſician -of Lombardy, dwelling. then at 
Pavia. Lazaro viſiting the- Sick, deſpair'd 
of him at the very firſt, and plainly declar'd, 
it was impoſlible to cure him. He ſhew'd 
the Malignity of the Phlegm, which had fo 
feigd upon the Noble Parts, that Remedies 
' were no longer capable of driving it thence. 
And, or that the loſs of ſo Great a Perſon 
augmented his Indignation, or that he was 
overjoy'd with having found an Occaſion to 
diſparage Leon/, the onely Phyſician that 
gave a Jealouſie to-his Fame, he took delight 
ina demonſtrating , by indubitable Proofs, 
and even by Trials made upon: the Patient's 
Body, that had he been preſcrib'd the Com+ 
mon Courſes, he would intallibly have reco- 
ver'd his priſtine Vigour. 446 
While the Family of Medic: were. curſing | 
Leoni's Negligence and 'Temerity, Lorenzo 
being inform'd that his End was near at hand, | 
appear'd no more mov'd, than if ſome indif- 
ferent News had been brought him ; -and 
carry d his ſteadineſs of Courage to the yery 
laſt Degree that Philoſophy teaches it can go. 
 _ He comforted his Friends, gave them all the 
Orders and Dire&ions he judg'd-to be ne- 
ccliary after his Death ;-regulated. his m_ 
Ic 


the Flouſe of Medicis. | 225 
ſtick Concerns by a Will, which could not 


be more humble, 'or judicious; and taking 


his leave of the World, refusd ſeeing 
any other than Ecclefiaſtick and Religious 
Perſons. He expir'd in their Arms, after ha- 
ving giv'n. Tokens of a moſt Chriſtian Sub- 
miſſhon, and receiv'd all the Sacraments. 
There wanted three Months of his having 


| accompliſh'd forty three Years, and it was 
| not known any of his Houſe had died fo 
| Young, of a natural Death, ſince the time of 


its being in Eminency. His Death plung'd 
all thoſe of his Family into a Conſternation, 
= upſhot of which was, their falling into a 
ury. 

Piers de Medici his eldeſt Son, who de- 
rivd from his Mother all his Impetuoſities 
and Tranſports, went out of the Chamber, 
where, according to Cuſtom, he had clos'd 
his Father's Eyes, when he perceiv'd Leoxz 
croſſing the Court-yard. This Obje&, offer- 
ing-it ſelf fo unſcaſonably to. his ſight, re- 


| doubld his Rage: He ran after him to ſtran- 


gle him ; but having found him near a Well, 
whoſe Brink was not very high, he chang'd 
his Deſign; and as he was extraordinary ro- 
buſt, he ſeis'd Leoni about the Waite, and 
tumbl'd-him into the Well. 
The Skreams of this poor Old Man, and 
the Noiſe: he made in falling, oblig'd ſome 
= * 3  Domeſticks 
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Domeſticks to run to liis Afſiftance;;i-but. the 
Water had already. ſuffocated all-the natural 
Heat he had remaining: Which-.verify'd the 
PrediQion by which he had formerly.doom'd 
himſelf to be drown'd. : The Friends of the 
Houſe:of Medici ſpread abroad the Rumour, 
That Zeoxi had been ſo ſenſible for the loſs 
of his Reputation, that he fell mad-at Car- 
egzo, and threw himſelf into a Well. But 
Providence never fails of finding.out the Se- 


cret to manifeit Crimes, when it hasreſolv'd ' 


to;punih them in! Publick, They 'hinder'd 
tor ſome time the ill Efle&: Pero de Medici's 
Inkumanity would have had inthe World, 


if it had been known. But there was no ' 


hindring his loſing'his Lifein'the'fame man- 
ner he bereft the unfortunate Zeoxnof!his, as 
T ſhall make appear vin the Sequel:of this 
| Work.! | 1140" CLAS ©: 
Now this would had Placd to finiſh: Lai 
renzo de. Medict's Pourtraift; buttheGrati- 


fications:which the moſt Chrifzay King 'con- | 


fers on Men of Learning, at Moufteur Colbert's 
Recommendation-,. agreeably-'1nvites: me to 
beſtow: the reſt of this Book -ori'the Merit 
of: the onely Perſonage of the laſt» Century, 
: Who: ſince' M-camasiin'a Private Fortune, 
| has render'd his Namie Famous by: that. ſort 
of Magnificence.” (ry op; 
Ke. ſa bye Then, That Loreneo's arodonioant 
| Inclination 
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Inclination was. ever for Learned Men. He 
nurs'd up theſe Squab-Virtuoſo's in Litera- 
ture almoſt from the very Cradle, and de-. 
ſtin'd them by a rare Fore-knowledge to 
Sciences and Arts, whereof they- would be 
one day capable, when as they were yet but 
learning to read, He prevail'd with the 
Florentines to build them Schools, and gave 
them Annual Penſions out of his own Eſtate, 
He was the juſt Eſtimator of true Virtue, in 
what Place ſoever it was found. He did not 


content himſelf with careſſing the Muſes, 


and receiving them commonly at his Table, 


| (as did then the Kings of Hungary and of 


Naphks) but he 'took the pains to exerciſe 
them in all fuch kinds in which they were 
beſt capable of performing, nay, and to ſpi- 
rit them by his own Example. Into their 
own Country did he fend the Learned 
Greeks, who had made their Retreat to him 
after” the! taking of Conſtantinople , that fo 
they might buy 'up there'the Beſt and moſt 
Ancient Manufcripts, that had been pillag'd-; 
and 'gave them for that purpoſe ſuch confide- 
rable Sum, that they - brought 'enow back 
again to. form that famous Library, one part 
bf whoſe: Wrecks is now! what'1s moſt Cu- 
rious/in that'of- the Fre#cÞ King; I referve 
for: another Place the Hiſtory of that Libra- 


fy, and' of: the Nrange Revolutions it ſuf- 
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ferd from the time Charles the Eighth ex- 


posd it to Plunder, unto the Regency of 


Catharine of Medicis, who got, half by Force, 
half by Cunning, what we have now re- 


maining of it, out of the Hands of the ; 


Engliſh ; and would never conſent, during | 
_ her Life-time, that thoſe Manuſcripts ſhould ' 
be ming['d with thoſe of the King's. I ſhall 
onely here ſer down one Particularity, which * 
I have ſeen ſeveral times; namely, That | 


ty 


| 


moſt of thoſe Manuſcripts were bought ſo ' 
dear, that there are thoſe that coſt upon the *' 


Places a hundred Golden Crowns. 


This Library was put into the Palace of | ; 


Medici, for an Invitation thither of the | 
Learned'ſt Men of Europe, Proviſion was 
| made for their daily Reception , and they | 
had the Means afforded them. of Studying 
with their Conveniency. Conferences were 
| held, at which Lorenzo de Medici affifted, 
and ſpoke i in his turn. And there it was he 


began the Deſign of making Phyſical and | 


1 


Aſtronomical Experiments, which are now | 


continu'd for the Publick Benefit, under the 
Direction of Prince Leopold de Medicz. 

They aſſembl'd on the ſame Deſign all the 
-Antick Monuments which could- ſerve to 
faſhion-young Painters, Sculptors; and. Ar- 
chiteQs. | All fach were invited thither, as 


were willing to be inſtructed. or perfe&iona-| 
ted) 
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red in thoſe three Arts: They had excellent 
Maſters appointed to train them up. Provi- 
fion was made for the Maintenance of ſuch 
as needed it : And Lorenzo's Purſe was ever - 
open to whoever lifted himſelf above what's 
vulgar. Aﬀiſt they did at the Scrutinies 
which the Skilful made of their Works. They 
were brobght to note the Defeds of them. 
In each . Piece was ſhewn them what was 
wanting to its attaining an ultimate Perfe- 
Qion. And they were much better'd by the 
Emulation which was carefully nouriſh'd 
among them, for the finiſhing them the 
ſooner. From thence it came, that Michael 
Angelo improv'd fo well in this Illuſtrious 


- School, that he counterfeited at nineteen 


years of age an Antick Head, in ſuch man- 
ner, as that ir was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh 
the Original from the Copy. 

This Application of Lorenzo's in his Pa- 
lace, did not hinder him from contributing 
with the ſame vigour to the Studies of the 
Youth in the Cities ſubjected to his Repub- 
lick of Florence, He knew the City of Pſa 
was difconſolate for the loſs of her Liberty : 


And to divert _her from thoſe gloomy 


thoughts, he perſuaded the Florentines to 
found there an Univerfity, which would 
have becorne the moſt flouriſhing of /zaly, 
had it perſever'd in - the fame Principles 
Q 3 it 
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it commenc'd. - There had he Chairs ere&- 
ed for all ſorts of Sciences. Thither had 
they attracted, by the greatneſs of the 
Recompence, the moſt -renown'd Profeſſors 
of other Univerſities. There were they 
maintain'd with Luſtre. And to tempt 
Strangers to come thither 1n greater num- 
bers, Young Cardinal de Medici went to 
{tudy in this place the Civil and Canon Law, 
Lorenzo took ever and anon a Journey thi- 
ther, to judge of the Progreſs, and diſtribute 
the Prizes to the Students: But he never 
went, without taking along ſeven Learned 
Men, whom he had cull'd out from among 
others, with them to eſtabliſh a peculiar 
Engagement. The firſt was Johannes Prcus de 
{a Mirandola: The ſecond, Angelus Politia» 
»us : The third, Mar/ileo Ficino : The fourth, 
Chriftofano Laudini: Fohaunes Laſcaris , the 
fifth : The ſixth, Demetrius Calchondilas: And 
the ſeventh, Marce/las Trachamontano, Howes 
ver, I ſhall nor firſt ſpeak of them. And leſt 
it be imagin'd, that I mean to prefer them 
before the other Wits which appear'd, in 
that moſt happy Conjuncture, I rank them 
according to. the Order of Times they came 
acquainted with Lorenzo; and I begin with 
the famous Leonard, who, for that he was 
born, in the City of Arezzo, upon the Terri- 
Try of Florence, took: upon him the Name 

| of 
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of Aretize.. He was already very old, when 
he beſtow'd his Cares on Lorenzo.\de Medic:'s 
firſt Education, and enjoy'd all the Glory 
acquird him by his Sufficiency and long La- 
bours. :. Hei began to be famous at eighteen 
years of age: And as he had got a Fancy in 
his Head, to re-introduce in Earope the Stu- 
dy of the Greet Tongue, which had been 
neglected fince the Inundation of the Barba- 
rous Nations, and that he had ſucceeded that 
way to admiration, he made himſelf neceſſa- 
ry to the Court of Rome, which did not then 
refrain keeping ſecret Correſpondencies with 
the Eaſtern Biſhops, tho' ſeparated from their 
Communion. Thus Aretiz was call'd from 
Florence, where he ſtill ſtudied, and Pope 
Innocent the. Seventh made him his Secreta- 
ry. And as he was extraordinary parcimo- 
nious, he ſcrapd together in that Employ- 
ment a Fund ſufficient to ſpend the reſt of 
his Days at eaſe, and then made an honou- 
rable Retreat into his' Country, where he 
might have enjoy'd in quiet the Advantages 
of his Fortune, it the ſame ſparing Humour 
wherewith he was beſieg'd, had not thwart- 
ed his own Happineſs. This Infirmity ren- 
derd him almoſt generally contemptible, 
and trumpt . him up -the Averſion- of ſuch 
People as knew nat otherwiſe his Merit. The 
facctious Artofe compos'd a kind of Nove 
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In imitation of Boccacto, wherein he wittily 
Rt laſh'd and. railly'd Aretine, by repreſenting 
his ſtroaling, vagabond Humour about hid- | 
den Treafares, ſpending Day and Night 1n | 
telling Gold and Silver, and buſted with ! _ 
new Contrivances to heap up Pelf., He alſo } 
drew him penſive and thoughtful upon ex+ | 
traordinary Uſuries, and fo prodigiouſly 
thirſty atter anothers Good, rhar all the Was | 
ters of Pago and of Patto/us, which God | 
Mammon pour'd into his Mouth , could not | 
quench his Thirſt. Lorenzo, however, did | 
not miſs of prevailing with him, by facrt | 
ficing ſomething to his Avidity, to engage | 
him afterwards to labour for the Publick. | 
And by this innocent Stratagem was 1t, that | 
Aretine fell of himſelf to tranſlate Ariſtotle's | 
Problems into Latiy with the utmoſt accu- | 
racy, and wrote very judiciouſly the Hi- | 
ſtory of his own Country. He liv'd above | 
Fourſcore years, dying however ſoon enough 
not to receive in his Life time the Aftront | 
| he had merited by a notorious Larceny. He | 
had met with a new Manuſcript of Proce- | 
pius his Gothique Hiſtory , and imagining | 
there was never another extant, none having | 
been found among the Books fav'd from 
the Pillage of Conſtantinople, the Whim took | 
him to burn it, after having printed the 
Work under his own Name, without fear- 
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ing to paſs for an Infamous Plagiary with 
Poſterity. This Changeling, while Aretine 
liv'd, redounded much to his Honour : But 
ſcarce were his Eyes clos'd; than that Chr;- 
floforo Perſona ſaid, he had got another Ma- 
nuſcript of the ſaid Procopius, containing the 
Wars of the Perfans and Yandals, beſides 
| thoſe of the Gorhs, and causd them to be 
! printed, with a Preface ſo injurious to Are- 
tines Memory, that his being no longer in a 
* conditiori to read it, was reckon'd for none 
of the leaſt of his Good-fortunes. More- 
7 over his Heirs were ſo little careful of the 
Works he had not yet publiſl'd, that the 
better part of then would be. ſtill unknown, 
if the Learned Monfieur de la Marc, Counſel- 
lor in the Parliament of Burgundy, had not 
taken thepains to poak them out of the Duſt 
| of the moſt famous Libraries, principally 
e | out of that of the moſt Chriſtian King, and 
h- | of the Great Duke of Tuſcany, and colle&ted 
It } themintoa Volumn. 

e | The gay, facetious Poggzo labour'd at the 
> | fametime with A4retine on Lorenzo de Medi- 
g | cs Education, and' infinitely contributed to 
g | diſpel what appeard too gloomy in his In- 
m | fancy. He had travelld throughout all 
k | Europe, and moſt induſtriouſly viſited the 
ie | Archives of Monaſteries. He was the firſt 
r= | that found out 7ly's Books which treat of 
g | * Laws, 
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* Laws, , and of the Ends of. Good | 


oY _ and Evil, He: had: likewiſe the 
* . good Juck to diſcover Quznt/zan's 
Inſtitutions, and his firſt Nineteen Declama- 
tions, as he was feretting the Shop of. a Ger- 
man Grocer, juſt as he was going to: tear 
them, to make Wrappers of for his Commo- 
dities. And thoſe who know, that this was 
the onely Copy in the World, will have eter- 
nal Obligations to Poggio's Memory. FEuge- 
zius the Fourth, and N:cholas the Fifth, made 
uſe of him. in Quality. of Secretary.. And 
this Commiſſion would have gain'd him vaſt 
Riches, if he himſelf, by the following Ad- 
venture., had not contributed to his own 
Diſgrace. He was naturally Curious, and 
yet his Converſation extreme diverting, be- 
cauſe never Man proceeded ſooner or «more 
imperceptibly, trom the ſtarched'ſt, ſevereſt 
Gravity, into the freeſt Mirth and _ 

This Quality, which made him one in. a 
oallant Meerings and Entertainments, would 
have advanc'd him very high, if he had con- 
find within any bounds his eafie proneneſs 
to Drollery., But People began to grow 
weary of affording him | Attention, whe! 
they ſaw him laſh out into the moſt keen 
and poynant Satyr, and not valuing to. loſe 
a Friend, rather than not have np ogy 6 
of ſpringing a Witticiſm. One day that 
I | they 
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4 they were Criticizing the Briefs, (as was cu- 


ſtomary ) in 'a company of Learned Men, 
Poggio could not endure that they. com- 
mended one drawn up by Gziorgiode Trebi- 
ond, and this Satyrical Verſe ſtarted from 
him : 


Graculas eſuriens ad Celum juſſeris, ibit. 


George not underſtanding Raillery, anſwer'd 
him immediately with a Cuff or two on the 
Ear, which were follow'd with ſo general a 
Laughter, that Poggio was conſtrain'd to ſtep 
aſide and leave Rome on the morrow, where 
he rightly judg'd, there was nothing more 
for him to do, after ſuch an Afﬀront. Thus 
he return'd to Florence, where he tranſlated 
into Latin the Greek Hiſtory of - Diodorus 
Siculaus, and made excellent Tracts on the 
Infidelity of Princes, on the Capriciouſneſs 
of Fortune, and the Contagion of Avarice, 
But as it was fMal to him to detract ever to 
his Coſt, he attack'd Lorenzo Yal, of whom it 
was then ſaid, That Nature had kneaded him 
all of Choler. And indeed, he anſwer'd Pog- 
gio with ſuch fell Scurrilities and Execrati- 
ons, that he made him quit the Match, to 
ſet. upon the Hiſtory of his Country, which 
he wrote in Latiz competently pure, and 
Giacomo Poggio his Son tranſlated it With 
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much Elegancy into 7talian, But this Work 
was happy neither for the Author, nor the 
Tranſlator ; for they kept ſo little modera- 
tion in their commending the Plorentmes, 
and decrying their Adverſaries , that they 
could neither be accounted bad Citizens, nor 
good Hiſtorians, as Sanrazar twits them by 
this excellent Epigram. 


Dum Patridm laudat, damnat dum Poggius 
hoſtem | 
Nec malus eſt Civis, nec bonus Hiftorianus, 


The Father dy'd a little afore the Pazz?'s 
Conſpiracy ; and the Son being engag'd 
among thoſe coopd up in the Town-houſe 
of Florence, in thinking to ſurpriſe it, Lo- 
renzo de Medici in vain endeavour'd to fave 
him from the Rope. 

Ambroſio da Camaldoli was the firſt Religj- 
ous of his time, who apply'd his Mind to 
the Study of Polite Letters* He tranſlated 
the Work of the Hierarchy attributed to 
St. Denis, with ſo much eloquence and neat- 
neſs, that none have ſince come near his 
Style. But he ſped not fo well in the Tran- 
ſation of Diogenes Laertius. He was Gene- 
ral of his Order, and the Popes Eugenzus the 
Fourth, and Nzcholas the Fifth, could not 
entice him from his Solitude, by . pro- 


poſing 


poling to him the Dignity of Cardinal, as an 
Attraction to get him to the Court of Rome. 
He perſever'd in his: Hermitage unto a pro- 
found old age, in an healthful Chearfulneſs, 
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which procur'd him the Viſits of - the Wor- 
thy'ſt Perfons in 7aſcary ; and he it was Lo» 
renz0 de Medici pitch'd on to reconcile Lo- 
renzo Yal with Poggio. He endeavourd-it 
for a long while, but with ſo little Succeſs, 
that they ſince gave him reaſon to averr, in 
a Letter written to the Prince of Mzrandela, 
That he had found them neither Chriſt;aws, 
nor Men of Reaſon. 

Antonio da Palermo was born at Bologna, 
of the 1lluſtrious Family of Beccare4: ;| but 
without any Eſtate. He had Eight hundred 
Crowns Penſion to teach Hiſtory to. the 
laſt Duke of 24:4» of the Houſe of Yiſcontz, 
from whence he went to Naples, to be King 
Alfoxſo's Secretary. He accompany'd that 
Prince in all his Wars and Voyages, and was 
Eye-witneſs of moſt of the Wonders he re- 
lates of him, in a Book that has had the Ho- 


Nour. to be enrich'd and re-touch'd by Pope 
Pius:the Second, He was very Moderate 


for. the firſt Sevinty years of his Life ; but at 
Sev'nty one, a fair Maid of Naples, call'd 
Marcilla, inſpir'd him with Love, and made 
him think on Marriage. He had by her fſe- 
veral Children, and dy d Ten years pee 
| | With 
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with fo little Pain and Diſtration, that a 


moment before he expir'd, he made his own 
_ Epitaph. | [504 

Lorenzo Val was the firſt Roman in whoſe 
Head it came to repair the Damage the Bar- 
barous Nations had done the Study of the 
Latin Tongue. He compos'd Books of Elo- 
cution, which quickned the Roman Youth 
with a Defire to hunt in the Works of the 
Anctents for the Purity of Expreſſions, that 
had been natural .to- them. He caretully 
trinſlated Herodotus and Thucydides, tho' his 
Fidelity has fince been much queſtion'd by 
Henry Eſtienno, in thoſe two Works. But 
he 'was of fo malign a Diſpoſition, that he 
could not ſpeak of any. Man without Detra- 
ion. He took' fire on the leaſt occaſion 
and when he' had once begun' to ferment, '1t 
was impoſſible for him to 'abſtain from the 
bittereſt TaveCives, or to. be brought to-a 
Reconciliation” with thoſe he had offended. 
Thus finding no longer any one'to Criticiſe 
upon in the Court of Rome; 'he remov'd'to 
that of Naples, where he got immediately'intsd 


Credit, by the Offer he made to write the N 


moſt Illuſtrious Attions of Naples. 'He'wet 
about it with all his might, but with ſo 1it- 
tle Succeſs, that his Adverfaries had reafon 
to upbraid him,' That he had fall'n' himſelf 
intoall the Faults, which he had ſo often re- 
mien prov 'd 
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prov'd in others. ' This Diſgrace, it's:thought; 
made him baniſh:himſelf from King 4/or/e's 
Court; and that the anxiety of ſurviving his 
Reputation, made him take pet and die, at 
Fifty years of age. And the Romans could 
hardly .be prevail'd. with to ſuffer him to be 
bury'd in: the. Church of Zateran, whereof 
he was a Canon, for that he had made way 
for: others to doubt of their Pretenſions, by 
writing.againſt the Donation of the Empe- 
rour:>Conſtantine to: Pope Sylveſter, They 
would have had rhote-: reaſon to conteſt. him 


fo. honourable a Sepulture,' on the ſcore of 


the Scandal and IIb Example he had. giv'n in 
the Commonwealth of Learning, by firſt 
publiſhing. whole Books of InveCtives and 
Recriminations.. ''' | | 

.. Fabius. Blondus was born at Furl;, of the 
Scum of, the People, -and earn'd Preferment 
and a Name, by his'Courage, in undertaking 
to wrjte the huge Decades of the: Civil Wars 
of\:/taly; whoſe Memoirs were upon the 
point of being loſt', becauſe there was not a 


_ Perfon-willing to apply his Endeavours to fo 


tedious. and irkſom .a: Subject. . -He ſince 
compos'd another Piece, of the;Revolutions 
hapning during the Decaydency-and Reſtay- 
ration ofithe Roman Empire, with ſo much 


fatisfaftion to Pope Nice/as the-Fifth, who ſet 


him:to work, that /he: made great Gains by 
this 
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this Atchievement; and it is verily believ'd 
he would have attain'd to 'the moſt eminent 
Dignities, had he not preferr'd Wedlock to 
an Eccleſiaſtick State. He marry'd a Roman 
Lady of great Quality, by whom he had 
ſeveral Children, who had the Misfortune'to 
become miſerably poor ; he dy'd at Seventy 
years old, and' was bury'd at the Door of 
_ our Lady of Ara Celi. I have ſometimes 
made enquiry how it comes this Author is 
ſo little known, and have found no other 
Cauſe, but that he had the misfortune, a 
Hundred years after his Death, that Caro/zs 
Sigonius took a fancy to write upon the fame 
Subje&t: And as he was leſs entangl'd, and 
more methodick than Blozdus, he ravith'd 
hira of his Reputation with ſo much exceſs, 
chat he now. ſerves onely for Parade in Li- 
braries, tho' otherwiſe no Man can deny, 
but that Sigonzas is almoſt all along the Pla- 
giary of Blondus. 

* Candidus December went from Yigevano, 
where he was born, to Milan, He became 
the beſt Critick in Europe, in Lorenzo Yal's 
Judgment, who ' never commended any 
other Grammarian of his time, fave Cand;i- 
dus. He was the firſt Tranſlator of App:- 
anus Alexandrinus, which he did not ſpeed 
in, however skilful in the Greet and Latiz 
Tongues, becauſe he had made uſe of ſo faulty 
| g 
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d he: Fdpuſe of Miediols, 2h 
d | © Manuſcript, that he had 'been'conftrain'd 
ir | *to/ſapply in ſeveral Places, upon feeble Cori- 
o | jefHtures, what''was wanting to-the Text, 
n | [But, in recompence, he wrote the Life of \F;- 
d | "Zippo Yiſconti Duke of Milan, in a Style fo 
o | Tike to that of Sueromzus, that none have 
y || fince been able to come near it, no not Pay- 
of | us Foutus, tho' he has endeavour'd it in-the 
es | Life of the Great Sforza, ſirnam'd 4tiendula. 
is | True it is, he has ting'd and daſh'd it-with 
2x | "things ſo highly ſhocking Modeſty , that 
a | it's a wonder, that, this notwithſtanding, his 
«5 | Work has been infinitely eſteem'd. He dy'd 
ie | aged Fourſcore, and was bury d near the Lt. 
id | brary of $7, Ambroſio, which had been long 
24 | under his Care. | | 
It is not without ſome Confuſion, that'] 
i- | ſpeak here of that famous A/gionus, tho' he 
y, | was the Learned'ſt YVexetian of his Age, and 
a- | that we have Letters of his, written with 
the utmoſt politeneſs, to Lorenzo de Medici, 
zo, | However, thoſe who know him, have not 
ne | "been able to excuſe him from two great In- 
's | firmities : The one, of getting drunk as of- 
iy | ten as he found the occaſion ; And the other, 
{i- | of having depriv'd Poſterity of the moſt ex- 
p;- | cellent of Cicero's Works, of which he had 
ed | got the Manuſcript. This wretched Plagia- 
tis | ry-was under an | Obligation of comforting 
ty | the Seen” & in the A 
E 
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he was doom'd to, for having been routed in 
making War upon the Turks, tho' the Fault 
was none of his. A/gionus ſent him the Book 
entit'led De fortiter toleranda Exilii fortuna. 
And as this Tra&t was wholly compos'd of 
| Sentences fſorrily tack'd and jumbl'd toge- 
ther, and fitted out of Cicero's Book of Glory, 
yet was it much eſteem'd, tho' the Judici- 
 ouseaſily obſerv'd it had not any Connexion. 
Algionus , overjoy'd at the Succeſs of his| 
Work, chang'd the deſign he had had of cau- 
ſing Cicero's Piece to be printed: And as he 
knew there was no other Copy of it to be 
had, he committed it to the Flames, for fear 
there ſhould be one day found among his 
Papers Matter for his Conviction. Never- 
thelels, he repented it tow'rds the end of his 
Life, and made a kind of an attoning Con- 
feſſion and Apology at the Head of two Ha- 
rangues, Which he composd at Yerzce, upon 
the Deſolation 'of Rome by the Lutherzans. 
The Publick is indebted to him for the Ex-ſ| u 
adtneſs which Aldus Manucius usd in thef 11 
Impreſſion of the beſt Greek and Latin Ausl c 
thors we now admire ; for he was all his] tl 
Life Corre&or of that famous Preſs. el 
Never Man became more Learned, with} P 
leſs Health, and more Engagements income} 
patible with Study, than Donatus. I ſpeaky er 
of him that iſly'd from the Illyſtrious bs w 
mily 
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the Acagholii at Florence. His Life 


was very ſhort ; being almoſt wholly ſpent 


in the moſt weighty and conſiderable Ems 


ployments of the Republick. Thys notwith- 
ſtanding, he fail'd not tranſlating driffettes 
Morals much more exactly than tho e who 
had gone betore him in that fort of Labour, 
nor of purging them with an admirable 
Commentary, of ridiculous Interpretations 
givn them by the Ancients, and new Sos 
phiſts, Wherein he ſhew'd, That whoſoeyer 
engages himſelf in this Labyrinth, withoug 
another Guide than the famous Euſtaching, 
cannot ayoid going aſtray, He found like- 
wiſe time to tranſlate the Lives of Plutarch's 


Illuſtrious Men, being the beſt Verſion we 


have of them in Latin; and to write a Books 


| in Praiſe of Charles-Maiy, in acknowledg; 


ment for that Prince his haying byilt or re» 
eſtabliſh'd the City of Florence, He was g 


| Confident of Lorenzo de Medici 5 and *twag 
.| upon his Requeſt he undertook a Joyrney 


into France, to fſollicit at that Court Sntce 
cours for his Country, againſt Pope Sixtys 
the Fourth. He dy'd at Man, ag'd Thirty 
eight years, and three Months after the 

Pazz!'s Conſpiracy, | - 
Franciſcus Philelphus of Tolentis 'was 1a 
enamour'd of the Greek Tongue, that he 
would needs go view - Ruines of Hrheys, 
| \ > 19 
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fo try if the Air of the Country could in 


any wiſecontribute to his Sufficiency. From | 


thence he paſs'd thorow Conſtantinople,where 
he married Emanuel Chryſolorus his Daughter, 
meerly for her pronouncing admirably well 
' the ancient and new Greek. This Woman 
being intriguing, made her Husband known 
to the Emperour Palzologus, who ſent. him 
in Quality of Ambaſſador to the Chriſtian 
Princes, to demand Succours againſt the 
Turks. Philelphaus his Negotiation was of no 
benefit to the Emperour, but accru'd to his 
own advantage; for it brought him ac- 
quainted over all Europe, and principally at 
Florence, where Lorenzo engag'd him to trans 
ſlte the Works of Z7ippocrates,and Xenophon's 
Kigs mins: He likewiſe wrote the Lite of 
Franceſco Sforza in Heroick Verſe, for which 
he receiv'd Noble Preſents. He was at Na- 
ples when the News came of Conftantiyople's 
being taken, and King 4/fo/o ſtaid him there 
by his Liberalities. He had: alſo in that 
Place a Diſpute with a Natural Greek, call' 
Timotheus, upon the force of a Greek Sylla- 
ble ; and as the Conteſt was fluſh'd in good 
Company, Phi/eIphus adventur'd to fay, That 


he would bett a hundred Crowns, that the 


Opinion he held was true. 7zimotbens an» 
{wer'd, he had not wherewith to take up his 
Wager; but that, to ſhew, if he had all the 

Treaſures 
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Treaſures in the World, he would make no 


. difficulty of hazarding them to. defend his 


Sentiment , he offer'd to ſtake his fine 
Beard , the thing which Men of his Coun- 
try preſerve with moſt fondneſs. - Phi- 
lelphus took him at his Word ; and the hun- 
dred Crowns being conſign'd into a third. 
Hand, the Learned aſſembl'd in the King's 
Library, where they conſulted the ancient 
Manulrivt, and found fo clearly the poor 
Timotheas to be under a Miſtake, that he gave 
the VerdiCt againſt himſelf, nay, and offer'd 
Philelphas.a hundred Crowns to redeem his 
{ But this inexorable Conquerour was 
not to be prevail'd upon or by Entreaties, or 
by Pity, which any other would have had 


* for poor diſconſolate, Zimotheus : He cut it 


off, and expos'd it a. long while to the view 
of his Auditors, for a Mark of his Triumph, 
on the ſide of his Chair wherein he publick- 
ly profeſsd. As to the reſt, never Man of 
Letters receivid more Gratuities from all 
ſorts of Perfons, than Phile/phaus ; and yet 
never Man dy'd poorer. Heexpir'd at Nine- 


ty years of age, and all he had being ſold, 


was. hardly ſuſficient for the Charges of his 


h | Burial, He left a Son, calld Marius, a Man 


of no leſs Learning than his Father ; but. he 
neither inherited his Fame nor ' his Happi- 


neſs, | 
4 Nicolo 


 bj6 The Seeret Hiſtoiif 
Nicols Perroti came fforii the fame Towti 


bf $ aſſeferrato Tal Umbria, where the famous 
. Bartolut was borri. He firſt contriv'd put-' 


tifif the Rules of Grammar ihto Verſe; that 
Youth ttiight learri and remember them the 
more eaſily. His Tryal of Skill was the 
Traduttiori bf Po/ybius, which he fo acute-= 
Iy well perform'd, as rhade it queſtion'd, 
whiethet it was he that did it, or if he had 
riot found ſome ancient Tranſlation of the 


faid Polybius, and caus'd it to be printed un- 


det his own Name. The moſt Judicions 
durſt hot however arraign him 'of Plagia- 
riſm: They choſe rather to produce him at 
che Court of Rowe, Which then did ſuſtice 
to the Merit of all the Learned. P-rr07} 
became, after ſome years, Archbiſhop of 
Maifrediana, and Governout of the City 'of 
Perrouza, and of the Province of ©mbria. 
Nay; he would have been Cardinal, had he 
not bubbl'd himſelf of the Cap, by debar- 
ring Cardirial Beſarion his Patron from be- 
itig Pope, through an Adventure I ſhall here- 
aiter relate, He quickly ſolac'd himſelf for 
this Loſs; and chearfully ſpent the reſt of 


his Life in a Houſe of Pleaſure he had fitted 


up to his Fancy, and eall'd Fugicara. "There 
did lie compile a Cothmetitary upon Marriat, 


Leathed and Cutious iti truth; but a little | 
tod Laſcivious and tod Libertine for an 


Archs 
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Archbiſhop ; which perchance hinder'd him- 


| from publiſhing it in his Life-time. He dy'd 
| very old; and the Author of his Epitaph 
"| had reaſon to uſe theſe Words onely, Zere 


lies the Tranſlator of Polybius : ' For if the 


| Work is Perrot7s, none of all thoſe who 


have made the Greeks ſpeak Lazin, not onely 

can be compar to him, or in any wiſe come 

near him. | 12S 
Platina came to Rome from Cremona, the 


| Place of his Birth, under the Popedom of Ca- 


lixtus the Third, Cardinal Beſſarion provi- 
ded for his Subſiſtence, and ſet him a wri-- 
ting the Popes Lives ; whoſe Style is pure, 
and Narration ingenious. Paul. the Second 
made him afterwards his Secretary, and 
wrongfully ſfuſpe&ting him: of having be« 
tray'd him, causd him to undergo the Irons, 
Dungeon, Rack, and other Miſchjefts ; which: 
he himſelf relates with a moſt pathetick Air: 
In reparation. of which, Sixtas the Fourth 
made him Library-keeper of the Yatican, 
where he compos'd Dialogues of 7rue Good, 
True Nobility, The Perfeft Citizen, and of 
Honeſt Pleaſure, He dy d almoſt without 
Pain, and left by Will his Houſe of the Qui» 
rinal to ſerve for an Academy, and the-Co- 
ronation of Poets. His Epitaph, which he 
himſelf made, is but of three Verſes, ſorrily 
enough turn'd, and deſires no other Fayour 
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of Paſſengets, but that they would not; Big 
his Bones. .: /{; 
| Gzacomo: Cardinal of. Pavia, was. a poor: 
Boy, for his - Merit . adopted, and - made! 
Cardinal-Nephaw. by Pope Pius the. Sev 
cond. He: was employ'd. in. all the Imports 
tant Negotiations of -is time; and nothing] 
is wanting to: the Letters he has lett beliind 
| him, bur _ Politeneſs and Purity of thg: 
Tongue. He patfs'd for the moſt worthy 
Subject of. ths Sacred College pretending tpi 
the Papacy, when falling ill at Boſcenna, at, 
the .perſualion.:of an ignorant \Phyſician he: 
took a kindof Zelebore call'd eratro,which. 
ſuffocared him ifia trice;/ + _- b 
:Domitins Calderin. was feteh'd. from the 
Territor y of From, his Native: Country, by 
his: Mecznas Cardinal Beſſarion. - His'princts; 
pro lay in interpretibg. the moſt dif: 
It Paſſages, of - the Poets, which he ex- 
phin'd_ with ſo:\much neatneſs, and by. ſuch 
acute, ingenious Gueſſcs, that never Profeſ- 
ſor:-had- a more 1lluſtriovus Auditory; -1o- 
throng'd was his with Perſons of the Firſt 
Quality in traty... This encourag'd him: to\ 
commit. ſome -of his Obſeryations;to the Preſs;/ 
But as: he: was naturally ambitious; and that: 
he affected to, bottom his own Repute:by: 
diſcloſing the Tgnorance of others, he created. 
ſo. ROE 4 number his NS = 
| have 
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have found: it a'hard puſh to anſwer all-the. 
Writings drawn up againſt him, if he- had 
not been reliev'd by a Fever, which cut him 
off very young. His Death infſpir'd Pity: in- 
to his very Adverfaries, and Politianus caus'd 
ſtately Verſes to be engrav'd: upon his Tomb, : 
which ſerve to evidence, That Envy among 
Wits'does not extend beyond the Grave. 
- Antonius Campanus his Fortune was no 
leſs capricious than his Genzzs. An unknown 
Country-Girl was deliver'd of him under a- 
Tree, where ſhe bilkt him. He was found 
there by a Sexton Prieſt of the Church, who 
put the Bantling out to Nurſe, through. a: 
pure Principle. of Charity ; for he had more 
the Form of an Ape, than of-a Child. ' - This 
Prieſt taught him to read, and;put hint af+ 
terwards intq the Service of:a young, Gen» 
tleman going to Study at Naples. ., Campaniis 
attended his Maſter to the: College, and'be-: 
came a Man of ſuch Learning, as at'his re«: 
turn he ſtood for and obtain'd a Publick Pro- 
fefſors: Chair: 'at : Perruza., This Exerciſe 
brought him+to the knowledge of Pope Pi- 
w the Second,,who made him Biſhop OW 
'd on 
him aqther Benefices. But he could not 
avoid being diſgrac'd under Szxtus the Fourth, 
becauſe that aan nie - vow'd the Ruine 
of the. Race of #itel;, for Reaſons I have 
TS; inſerted 
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inſetted in -the Second Book , thought it 


needful before all things to rid Camparus out 


of the way, he having too ſtridt an Engage-' 
nent with this Houſe. And indeed, he ſent | 


him-into Exile, wherein he dy'd of the Fal- 
ling Sickneſs. He left ſeveral Works, the 
moſt conſiderable of which would be the 
Life of the famous Captain Braccio, had he 
not blended it with ſo many Fables, that 
the moſt knowing in the Hiſtory of tay in 
the Fifteenth Century, can in it hardly di- 
ſtinguiſh Truth from FiRion. 


Cardinal Beſſarion was a Man fo accom-- 


pliſh'd , that the Sacred Purple ha never 


clad his like. He merited the - Cap in. rhe. 
Council of Florence, and wore it ſo worthi- - 
ly, that he ſet his Fortune above Envy. He. 


was tall, and of Noble Deportment ; his 


Manners were regulated according to all 


Chriſtian Severity ; his Converſation charm- 


ing, and Knowledge Univerſal ; .his Palace: | 


_ the Sanctuary of the pincht, uneaſie Greek 


and Latin Muſes ; and at his Table has been 
ſeen at once, ſeveral times, George de Trebi-: 
londo, Gaza, Argiropilos, Pleton, Philelphus,: 
Blondus, Aretine, Poggio, Valla, Sipontinus, 
Campanus, Platina, and Calderin. The,Popes. 
Eugenius the Fourth, Nicolas the Fifth, and: 


Pius the Second, declar'd on their Death- 


was 


beds to the Sacred College, That Beſſarios 


NE. -Þ 
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wis the moſt Worthy of being their Suc- 
ceſſor ; and it's well known, that he would 
have been Pope after Paul the Second, but- 


| for the Imprudence of Nzcolo Perrori, the 


fame I have already mention'd, who ferv'd 
him for Conclaviſt. One Evening, that Beſ- 


ſarion was ſtudying, as was his Cuſtom, with- 


out troublirg his Head with the Intrigues 
of his Colleagues, three Cardinals, the Heads 
of as niany Cabals in the Conclave, having 
at lepgth agreed for the EleQion of him, 
went to his Cell, and askd to ſpeak with 
him. Perroti _— all their Buſineſs was 
to hedge” in the Sufirages of his Patron'; 
and as he knew him well enough to be per. 
ſuaded, that theſe Cardinals - Sollicitations 
would ( as to that) be ineffectual, he 
thoupht it his Duty not to interrupt Beſari- 
bu's Study. Wherefore he obſtinately re- 
ſugd: to introduce themy of to acquaint his 


' Patron of their asking to come to his Speech. 


And what was moſt capricious in this Ad- 
venture, the more Perrot; was entreated, 
preſs'd; conjur'd,' threatn'd, the 'more ſtiff 
and refractory he was to keep the Door 
ſhut ; all this ſo much the more confirming 
him- in his Chimerical Preſuppofition, That 


they were ſo earneſt for- admittance, onely 


to mump the onely Voice they wanted for 
him among them they had agreed upon. The 
BRO Conteſt 


+ 


252 The Secret Hiſtory of. © 


Conteſt laſted ſo long, that the three Car- 
dinals Patience being tir'd, they faid to one. 


agother, A five Buſineſs traly would it be, to 
exalt a Man to the Holy See, who not onely 
would not con them any Thanks for his Eleftion, 


but alſo make them depend on the Caprice of 


his Domeſticks, when they ſhould have occafion 
zo Diſcourſe him. Then Spite and Indignati- 


on made them take other Meaſures ; and as |}. 


Cardinal \Riario was the He moſt flarter'd 
their Imagination in that. inſtant, they ele- 
Qed him Pope, tho' they had concerted be- 


fore not to give their Voice to any Religi- 
ous, and that Rzario had been a Cordelzer. 
The Pleaſure they expeRted to reap from 


Cardinal Befſariov's Regret, for having miſt 


the Papacy. through his Conclaviſt's Fault, 


ſet them agog'to let him know how the 
thing had paſs'd : But this neither chang'd 
Beſſarion's Countenance or Carriage to them, 
and he onely told Perrotz, That he had hin- 
dred him from dubbing him Cardinal. The 


new Pope having a mind to reduce the Pope- 


dom into-a- Monarchy, could no longer en- 
dure ſight of a Perſon he knew to have been 
fo near the Place he held, and merit it much 
better than his Holineſs. He contriv'd,. for 
the getting him-out of the way, an honous- 
_- rable Shams, which was, to-ſend Befarzon in 
Quality of Legate into. France, where he re: 
x5! ide 
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fided a long while, and gave Budzvs the firft 


Tin&ure of the Greek Tongne; for that 


Kingdom had not a Man that underſtood it 


at that time. In his Return he dy'd in Ra- 


venna, Where the Houſe of Medici causd a 

Mauſoleum to be ereted him. | 
George de Trebiſonde was one of the Prin- 

cipal Men of Letters that came from Greece 


- into /taly, after the Revolution of Con/tantz- 


nople, He tranflated the Works of Ea/ebius 
of C2ſarea, part of thoſe of Ariſtotle, and 
the Rhetorick of Hermogenes. He was inde- 
fatigable in Labour; but beſides his having 

the Mien and Manners of a Pedant, he o 
his Fame by the unjuſt. War he made upon 
Plato: He had got a Fancy, that the onely 
way to exalt his own Repute above that of 
other 'Learned Men, conſiſted in defaming 


| that Philoſopher; and as he was extraordi- 


narily virulent in all he went about, he 
wrote againſt him ſuch invidious, Satyrical 
Libels, as render'd himſelf altogether ridi- 
culous. He receiv'd likewiſe the diſpleaſure 
of ſeeing, that among the Learned, all thoſe 
making Profeſſion of Virtue, defended the 
Doctrine of Plato with the fame Zeal, as if 
it had been (as I may ſay) the Out-works 
of the Chriſt;an Religion. Cardinal Beſſarion 
of his Mecenas became his Adyerſary, and 
anſwer'd him with ſo much Solidity and Elo- 

quence, 
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qQUEtTce, as. ſtopp'd his Mouth. He did nog 


eſift, however, af:er this Quarrel, teactung 
at Rome, where he marry'd ; but ſome yeacg 


after he had a Fir of Sickneſs, whic!: made} 


him ſo: univerſally forget what he had 
| learn'd, that he retain'd 'not ſo much as 
his own Name, He did not recover, with- 
out becoming again an Infant ; and dy'd, af- 
ter having tir'd out his Children and Dome- 
ſticks 'for above ten years together, with 
following him where ever the Fancy put him 
upon going, for fear of his inſulting thoſe 
he met ; for notwithſtanding all his Imbeci- 
lity, he would never endyre to be ſhut up 
Day or Night, | 

Theodore Gaza departed very young from 
the City of 7hefſa/onica, the Place of his Na» 


tivity, and came into /taly, where he was. 


immediately obſerv'd to have a Wit prodigi- 
ouſly quick and pregnant, He attain'd in a 
ſhort ſpace the Delicacy of the Latin 
Tongue, and became fo nice, as gave occa- 
ſion ro doubt, if he underſtood it not better 
than the Greek, tho' it was not queſtion'd 
but that he admirably well knew the Tongue 
of his own Country, And indeed, he was 
the onely Perſon, of whom People haye not 
hitherto been able to judge which he tran- 


ſlated beſt, Greek into Latin, or Latin into 


mine the 


Greek ; for, if we on one fide exa 
Yerſiog 
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Verſion he made of the Problems of .4ri- 


ftotle's Hiſtory of Animals, of that of Plants 
of Theophraſtus, and of the Aphoriſms of 
. Hippocrates, we ſhall find, that he has not 


onely expreſs'd the Thoughts and the Cha- 
rater of thoſe Authors, but has likewiſe re- 
tain'd all their Graces, which ſeem'd as if 
they could in no wiſe be divorc'd from their 
Expreſſions: And if, on the other fide, we 
conſider the Air wherewith he makes Czcero 
ſpeak Greek, it will be more difficult (with- 
out compariſon) to comprehend the inimita- 
ble Turn he found the way to give to that 
Oratour Traveſty'd, to make him retain all 
the Majeſty of his Elaquence, without ha- 
ving enfeebl'd the Beauty of his Sentiments, 
or the Purity of his Style. Cardinal Beſſa« 
r;i0n had procur'd him a Benefice in the 
Realm of Naples, on which he might very 
conveniently have ſubſiſted, if his natural 


 averſeneſs for all ſorts of Menial Cares had 
not oblig'd him to refer them abſolutely to 


his own Country People, who let him 
almoſt want all manner of Neceſlaries. They 
made him believe, the Lands had been ry» 
ind, ſometimes by Storms, and ſometimes 
by extraordinary Droughts. Honeſt Gaza 
lov'd rather to believe their Lies, than take 
the pains to inquire into the Truth of their 
Aſſeverations. However, ke did not Fave 
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off working with as much ExaQriefs "ant 
'Perſeveranice, as if he had had all his'Conve 
Nniencies. -And when _ he thad- finiſh'd thi 
"Piece he deſign'd for Pope Sixtus the'Fourth 
he tranſerib'd it himfelf upon Parchment, (for 
he painted admirably well) and preſented 
to his Holineſfs.. But the good Man had 
made his Addreſs in the wrong place ; for 
the Pope, who had liv'd Fifty years amonp 
the Cordeliers, had deprav'd his Taſte, b 
ſtudying the Formalities of Scoz#s, He re 

ceiv'd Gaza's Book with as lowring a Cou 
tenance, as if he had offer'd him a Song : He 
threw it into a Corner of the Room, and 
calling his Chamberlain, bid him give the 
Author ſo mean a Sum, that it was not ſut 
ficient to pay for the Velome on which the 
Work was written. Gaza being netled with 
this Aﬀront, the moſt ſenſible a Man of Let * 
ters can receive, could not forbear reciting ' 
aloud the Greek Proverb, which fays, Thatf © 
Aſſes have no taſte, ſave for Coals. But well © 
was it for him, the Pope did not underſtand 
the Tongue ; for he would not have allow'd] © 
him to have retir'd to his Benefice, where 
out of vexation, he burnt what he had lefijj ©! 
of his Work. And it is to be preſum'd, thatf '* 
the Pope did the like with the Manuſcrip ; 
| 


, preſented him by Gaza; for we have nor yetſ' 
been able to know what it treated of, Gaz 
liv'd} 


the Hſe if Mich wy 
4iv'9'fome years longer, ever in indipftiation 
apainſt the Muſes, as if they ſhould have 
been Warrantees .of 'Sixtus his dogged hn: 
mour and moroſeneſs, and dy'd at above 
fourlſcore years of Age. ''- ; 
\ Fohannes Argiropolis havirig - been itviee 
from Conſtantinople, to inſtru thoſe of the 
-Houſe of Medici, was in efte& Pzero's, ''Lo- 
rehzo's, and Giultano's Tutour. Gaza's Friend- : 
ſhip, which he'took care to Cultivate, was 
an infinite help to' his acquiring Reputation 
When he came to Florence, and {til more 
fince to preſerve it ; for, ſettirig upon tran- 
ſting Ariſtotle's Books of: Phyſick, Gaza, 
who had alſo tranſlated them, and incompa- 
rably much better than Agiropolis could wh 
'out ofa dif-intereſſedneſs and'modeſty; 'u 
J exempt in the Republick of Letters, ſup. 
-preſsd his - Work, ' in conſideration of - his 
Friends, he well. foreſeeing: that as ſoon | - 
hisown Traduttion ſhou'd - come forth, 
-wou'd darken that: of Argiropo/ijs, who Ry 
I ther knew fo much Latin as Gaza, nor had 
-ſo neat, eaſie, and fluent a gift of Explanati- 
"on, as to unravel Ariſtotle. Argiropolis took 
$ the advantage of Gaza's Generoſity, with- 
'out troubling his head about acknowledging 
it, and thus indulg'd, at anorhers Coſt, his 
' two ruling inclinations, Ambitioft and Ava- 
rice ; for he was rank'd among the fort 
| J ati 
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and ſhard with them. the, Liberalities anni 
ally beſtow'd on them by \the Court of 
Naples, that of Rome, and Lorenzo de Medi 
ci: He likewiſe taught in the publick School 
of Florence with ſufficient Applauſe, «while 
he reſpe&ted the Authors in the Latin 
Tongue. But when he chanc'd to bolt, C4- 
. cero did not well underſtand :Greekt, his Au- 
ditors eclips'd themſelves inſenſtbly , and the 
Peſtilence, | breaking out. in 7aſcany, in 
that junGure, -gave.him a-pretenceto depart 
Florence with;Honour, :and retire to Rome, 
where Cardinal ,Beſſqrion procur'd him cor 
ſiderable Peatzons. . There -liv'd he accord- 
ing to his Genius, prone to good\Chear, andy] , 
ome exceſs in. Dyet, with which it was ne-Þj : 
ver obſerv'd that he had loſt-his Reaſon, orfj : 
that heblurtedany thing unbeſeeming him - 
Nevertheleſs, his Stomach wasnot proof a- 
gainlt Melons, for he died in his feventiethſ ' 
. year, by having eat too much'of that Fruit} ; 
They found among his Papers he had cou-f 
' zen'd ſome of his Moments, by making aff { 
"Will, in which he bequeath'd to his Friends} | 
fuch conſiderable Legacies, as if he had poſ: 
ſeſs'd all the Riches of the Houſe of Medicr; 
tho' univerſally known not to be worth a 
Penny ; this Gallantry only ſerv'd to Con- 
vert the Epitaph that was preparing for him 
iato an Epigram. 
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Fs Mare thus 7, arcaxjoze came from Greece inzo 
1Jtaly;:i wh, a company of Cuiraſſeers, and 
mingled All. his [life long, the Pike with 
the. Pcn;;-the Profeſſion.of Arms, with that 
of PalizeLerrers. ., His fondneſs tor the Latin 
"Tongue, made him wed the Daughrer of 
Bartolomeo/Scula, who underſtood and ſpoke 
it. to. an admiratle Pertection. She —_ it 
him & accurately, that Lorenzo de Medici 
found him capaþle of tranſlating Platarch's 
Moral Works, .and conjur'd him to do, it by 
Letters ſtill extant.But he had ſo much 4 
neſs for that fort of Labour, wherein a Man 
mult (ſaid he) render himſelf a Slave of . ano- 
thers Sentiments,that it was impoilible tor him 
£0 inith the firſt Page. He lov'd much rather 
to compoſe Epigrams, whereof there is g 
ColleQion ſtall remaining, wherein a body 
may ſee-rhat it was ſolely his own fault, he 
did not do much more. He was drown'd in 
fording the River of Yolterra, ſwelld extra- 
Clarily by the Rains, on the very day 
that rhe unfortunate Lodovico Sforza WAS CON- 
| nd to an Eternal Priſon, 

L:\Demetrius Chalcondile had all the good 


wy hes of the Greeks, and none of the bad, 


He was Knowing and Laborious, never wea- 
ry. of. Studying or Teaching, fiacere, and 
never boaſting, ' He came very aged to F/o- 
rence, Where he muſt needs be dabbling, in 

9 2 Matri- 
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Matrimony. The little diſpoſition: he 'had 
E\ to meddle in Domeſtick concerns,” induc'd 
him to leave thoſe Sollicitudes to his Wife; 
and this freedom, ſo extraordinary in Tuſca- 
zy, with that Ladies wonderful Fecondity, 
ſerv'd for matter toa world of Verſes, difad- 
vantageous to her Modeſty. After Argz- 
ropolis had quitthe Greek Chair of - Florence, 
Politian obtain'd it ; and as he was an incom- | 
parable Wit, uſing all the ways of- making 
him ſucceſsful in his Undertakings, he ſo 
well brandiſh'd his Talent, and fo lily 
coax'd and flatter'd his Auditory, that he 
wrought an Excluſion to all the Greets, 
who offer'd to' diſpute for it. Chalcondile, 
tho' very humble, and little minding his own 
Glory, cou'd not digeſt the affront that was 
done thoſe of his Nation. He made his Ad- 
dreſſes to Lorenzo de Medici, who had alrea- 
dy pitch'd upon him to teach his Children 
the Greek Tongue, and obtained Permiſſion 
to teach in Concurrence,: and at the ſame 
time with Politian, . to fee which of the two 
wou'd have moſt Followers. But the harſh 
accent which Chalcondile cou'd never get rid 
of, and the difficulty he had to pronounce 
ſome Latin words, rendred him Contemptt- 
ble, in compariſon of Politian, whoſe agree- 
able tone of Voice, and gallant Expreſſions, 
ravill'd his whole Audience, Lorexzo con- 
__  rriving 
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triving by all . means to keep Chalcondile at 


Florence, was forc'd to procure him Audi- 
tors, and endeavour'd to oblige Politiax to 
live with him more civilly. 

- Lorenzo (et about ſeveral times to reconcile 
them, but he found by his own experience, 
that it was more eaſie to procure Peace to /- 


| taly, than make it between two Virtuoſo's. 


He hindred them however from letting their 
Reſentment break out, during his Life-time, 


' but incontinently after his Death, Chalcond:le 


being without ſupport, fided with Lodovico 
Sforza, who gave him the principal Chair at 
Milan, where he eommitted to the Preſs 
his Illuſtrations upon the Gree# Tongue, 
that have rendred him ſo famous. There 
he dy'd, when near a hundred years old, and 
yet ſoon enough not to be informed of the 
ſhameful death of Theophilus, the Eldeft of 
his Children, Kkill'd by Night in a bye ſtreet 


| of Pavia, where he was Profeſſor. 


 Marc-Muſurus, a Native of Caudza, where 
he had already ſignaliz'd his parts, by his 
Criticiſme upon the Greek Authors, and by 
the rare felicity of his Genius, which almoſt _ 
equall y accompliſh'd all he undertook, 
when that the Republick of Yevice made him 
remove from his Ifland to the 7erra-firma, 
and gave him a Chair at Padoua, The num- 
ber of his Auditors was there fo great, that 


S 3 they 
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they \ were forced ' ro enlarge [the: pablick: || 
Schoul, and permit Mufuras to texch | Gramt=s\ 
mar in the morning, and Poetry 'in' the Af> 
ternoon, to gratific thoſe who had smindto! 
hear tim untold thofe two hiberaÞ Arts. He 
continged to Profeſs, till the War” deſerted: 
his Auditory, and compelled him: himſelf to' 
think of his Security. ' He | withdrew "to: 
Rome, where he compoſed that wonderful 
Poem in praiſe of Plato, which 15: found at 
the beginning of that Philoſophers Works, 
| Fhofe who underſtood it, and ſaw him, 
could (ar firſt) hardly believe Muſurus tobe 
the Author. They were rather inclin'd to ſuf 
peet he had found it in an ancient Manuſcript, 
and publifht'it in Ins own: Name. . Their 
Diffidence was grounded uporr its" not being 
poſſible for a Man of their timey to compoſe 
a ptece wherein 'the Character,” 'and/Grace- 
ſtroaksthe Greet Poetry polſleſs'd: in Alex 
ander's Age, were reſtor'd' in the higheſt 
point of their Perte&ion. Muſurus helpd onhis 
fide to confirm them in this thought,” whett | 
judging of the Beauty of his Poem, by rhe 
Applauſes it received from 'al} *Parties, he 
would compile nothing more of that Nature, 
for fear of diminiſhing by a feeble piece, ' of 
lefs finiſh'd; the high Reputation he had ar- 
tain'd unexpeQebily, -artd or? 8 fudden. He 
eohtented hiedſ#" "with. wing by ex- 
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| ming to the Romans, the fineſt paſſages of 
\ | /r ey of - Hefiod, of 7 "href Ps of 
\: | Amacreon, thathe was able to imitate their 
2 | Quaintneſs, and Excellencies, ſince he knew 
e | fs perfetly their Turn and Delicacy, and 
4: | by leading ſo regular a Life; that People 
o' | came inſenſibly to ceaſe ſuſpeQting kim of 
of | injuſtice. He was at this paſs when Leo 
11 | the coth was Elefted Pope, that is to ſay, 
it | when the Golden Ape of Polite Letters be- 


5s, | gan. Muſaras received of his firſt Gratift- 
cations, and was endow'd with the Archbi- 
ſhoprick of Rags/a. But as Dignities expoſe 
more 1n view thofe by whom they are poſ- 
ſefs'd, and by conſequence their ImperfeQti- 
ons are the better noted; the Mitre only 
ſerv'd Muſurus, to manifeſt the Vice he had 
ſo long held conceal'd ; for as hitherto he 
had not been accounted Ambitious, and they 
made this judgment of him, that he had 
more Repure than he deſir'd. But no ſoon- 
er was he Archbiſhop, than that he fell a Ca- 
; | balling to be Cardinal.He laid aſide his Books, 
to ſtudy intriguing, and had ſuch an ability 
that way, that the Pope was amaz'd at this 
Change, twitted him with it, and ſome times 
railly'd him. Yerdid he notforbear continuing, 
and took ſo many-new meaſures with thoſe he 
ſaw Favourites at Court, that they Cock-fur'd 
hira of a Cap at' the firſt Pedmotion, But 
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the Pope delighted in fruſtrating; their; purs 
poles, Tt greater Nivgrſion\ at. Muſuras. 
his future behaviour... And-thdeed, he did. 


nor neglect tricking up. his Houle, augmer-! 
ting. his Trainz nay, and (preparing the; ac-! 


kaowledgmient he pretendeg» tor: make. But! 
the day of Promotion being come, Muſwrus' 


not finding himielf of the. number of: the: 


one and thirry, added ito! the! Szcred Col-! 
ledge, his Virtue prov'd-too weak to digeſt 


the Af ont, be tancy'd he had reciv'd, He 


complained of it, as of a/Coniz1npt done to 


all the Greek Nation in his Perton ; - and. for | 


the carrying his Reſento:ent as: far 2 it could 
9, of the Dropiey he ieii, fiek; and; died. 


Fohannes Lajcaris was the mail: 1iluftrious: 


of rhe - .Grectans, 'that came into /faly, after; 


the taking of Conſtantinophe ; or beſides: 2iiab! 


he reckou'd Emperours in the number 'of: his 
Anceſtors, Was infſuch repute for Know= 


ledge anc! 1 Pp: by, that the very Iniidelshad ar 
V4neration or tus Merit, He rook SanCtuas 
ry\with Lorenzo de Hedici, Wino received: 
hiw with open! Armes, - anc - committed; fo; 


him: the care, of, his Library. : 145 racy Were: 
ane day. - difcouriſing on; the, means tor-its; 


embglthment, a thoug'iticame into Laſcaris 


his head, 'that Bajaz:t the 24, Emperour of 
the Zutks; had aninchnation:for-Philoſophy, 


and that RIOGMPS) b Averyoes his Commens! 
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taries upon "Ariſtotle, to be explained to' 
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him, he wou'd not be ſorry that the Peripe- 
teticks were refſcu'd from the downfall of 
Polite Letters. + Lorezzo protnis'd to furniſh 
him with things neceſſary. for a Voyage to 
Conſtantinople, if willing to go thither on 
this Deſign. Laſcaris took him at his Word, 
and embark'd without any other Credential, 
than the Letter which Lorenzo gave him for 
lis Factours, Nevertheleſs he fail'd not of 
getting acceſs to the Grand | Seignior's Port, 
and of being preſented to his Ce/itude, who 
receiv'd him much better than he expected. 
They had a pretty long Converſation, and 
Bajazet teſtify'd rohim all the Eſteem an In» 
fidel was capable of, for the Virtue: of 
Lorenzo de Medici, and allow'd him (in con- 
ſideration of that Lord) to buy up all the 
Manuſcripts: met with to be fold 
in his Empire. - His Ce//itude gave him 
Men to Condu&t and Guard 'him to' and 
from ſuch places,” wherehe knew there: had 


| been Libraries, and to hinder thoſe'who 


had plunder'd.them, from ſelling the Books 
for more than they were worth. Thus Laſ- 
caris had the conveniency' of going through» 
out all Greece, and of colle&ting thoſe rarg 
Volumes, which {till fubſift in the. French 


| King's Library; yer he brought but half of 


'em 1n the firſt Voyage he-made,: becauſe the 


/ 
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joy be had to ſhow. his Patron. the Authors; 
he had retriev'd, the! held for loſt, made'} 
him return to Florence, juſt two years after: 
he departed thence. But Lorenzo ſent! 
him back three Months after, and deſi-. 
red him to- continue his ſearch: through all 
places that had been the.Relidence of the! 
Learned.. Laſcaris ſaw Bajazet again, and: 
receiv d new Civilities from this: Sultan. He: 
travelld ore all the Pel/oponeſus, and return'd 
asin Triumph, . in a Stip freighted with'the 
reſt of the Spoils of the Greek Tongue. But 
he had not as yet rang'd his Manuſcripts in- 
the ſtately place appointed them, when Lo- 
renzo de Medicidy'd, and left Italy in a calm 
of no long Duration. The Frexch Army 
entred Florence, and diſlipated'the Books, as 
well as other the Moveables of the Houſe 
of Medici. Laſcaris not knowing what' to 
do, ſided with Charles the 8:h, and being a 
| Man of the Cabinet, he had given him the 
Embaſly of Yexice, which he acquitted him- 
ſelf .worthily of, under the Reign of that 
Monarch, and of his Suceeſlour, Lewzs' the: 
L27h... At length, Leo the 10th being be- 
camg Pope,. call'd:Laſcaris to Rome, to be of 
is: Council. He liv'd there as a Man of 
luality, and-ſpent regularly. for his Table 


and his:Equipage, all. the Salaries, and Ec- 
clileaftical- Penſions he recciv'd. | He lov'd 
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sf ood Chear, and had fo much averſion for " 
le: | whit is calFd Perking up an-Author, that they 
had all the trouble imaginable, to. get him 
EF Conch in writing the Ancients way of En- 
+. camping, according, to Polybzns his Memoirs ; 
IV] and © the little we have left of his curious 
e' | Verſes, was ſtoln from him by the Pope's 
df} order, He was very much troubled with 
e: | the Gout in his old Age, and nevertheleſs 
d Þ attain'd to his Ninetieth year. 
Ee 'Fhe City of Groningher, ſo little known 
It | before it had brought Rodolphns Agricola into 
nf the World, began to be celebrated for his 
= | Birth, Sogreat was his Wit, that he learnt 
at the firft, and without pains, all he had 2 
mind to ſtudy, and a memory fo vaſt, that: 
j nothing eſcap'dhim of what he had once re-: 
tain/d. Theſetwo rare Talents, joynd to. 
an- indefatigable Temperament, ſupply'd a- 
bundantly the Townefs of Ins ExtraGtion, 
| and/ his Domeſtick Poverty. He became 
Learned toa Prodigy, with borrow'd Books, 
and without a Maſter ;, and the very things 
he confufedly learnt, and according as they 
- occur'd in Authors, that were lent him, 
were found difpos'd in a marvellous order 
and'.neatnefs, when he pronouncd- them. 
He \begin his Studies, where others were 
wonitto finiſh them ; that is to fay, with the 
Hebrew 'Fongue.,” He wou'd know it _ 
Th: only 
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Alterations produc'd by tiitie, and the Re- 


ful toinitiate himſelt into the Greek Tongue, 
the principal Authors ' of which he read 


feſſours have ſince own'd, they could never 


_ the Remonſirances of thoſe who dulſuaded 
him from that Province, tor that the habit of 


have introduc'd in his Mind, an incompatibi- 
lity with the Roman Phraſes and Expreſhons. 
In Zatine he made fo furprizing a Progreſs, 
that the famous Eraſmus, an Author fo hictle 
accuſtomed to commend in another, the 
» Riches he enjoy'd, cou'd not grow weary of 
admiring him, principally, after he had be- 
ſtow'd on the Publick his Commentaries ſo 


upon Ariſtotle's Rhetorick and Logick: | He 


and melting, that they wou'd never have 
been taken to have been Writ in the bitter 
Climate of Friez/and, where Agricola dwelt ; 
and thoſe- of the 7riamph of Love over Rea- 
fon, made him known to the Ele&or Palatine. 
This Prince having got a Fancy, as well as 
. Lorenzo de-Medici, to form a Libraryout of 


only in its Purity, but likewiſe with all 'the: 
} finements of 'the Ra4b7s.” He was allo care- 
with ſomuctt Accuracy, that his Co-Pro- 
know of which he was'moſt Maſter. Ar laſt 


he fell to Zatine, withour having regard to' 


writing and pronouncing Zebrew, ſeem'd -to. 


polite, and fo worthy of Auzuyſtus his Ape, - 
alſo made Verſes, whoſe Character is ſo ſoft. 
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the'Ruing of thoſe the Turks, had . ravagd in 
'Bulzaria, and other the Neighbouring Pro- 


-vinces, prevail'd with- Agrzcoia to: repair to 


Heidetberg, the Capital City; of his Domi- 


nions, gave him the firſt Chair. for Eloquence 


inthe ' Univerſity there EreCted, and made 
him his Counſellour of State. . But Agricola 
was'not yet well inftall'd in: his new Digai- 
ties.'w hen a Maltgne 'Feavour ſnaicht him 
away 11-the flower of his Age, ant. depriv'd 
Germany of the only Man,it could:confront to 
ſo!many Greeks and 7talians, whoſe Eulo- 
gies -iere make. | 4 
:- We' muſt render this Teſtimony to the In- 
famous Genius of Leo Battiſti Alberti, that 
never Man labour'd-' with more ſucceſs than 
he,: upon ſo tireſome and ſo difheult a mat- 
ter. - His Family, being : of 'the | moſt 
Illuſtrious of Florexce, and ally'd to that of 
Medici, wrought: the firſt tye of, Friendſhip 
hethad with Lorenzo: he communicated to 
him the Deſign he had conceiv'd of ſtudying 
the: ancient ArchiteC&ure, and-received from 
him: the Counſels and Aſliſiance, that he 
needed in an Aﬀair which + requird much 
Recommendarion. And indeed, - Lorenzo de 
Medici's Letters ' gave him. acceſs at the 
Courts of all the Princes of Europe and 4fra, 
Where there were old Ruines'or Euildings 
which ſkem'd to have beea Magnificent. 
yp | Alterti * 
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Alterti viſited them at his caſe ; he: took. al 
the meaſures of thoſe decay 'd Fabricks ; an 
at his return to Florence, comparing the di 
-vers Obſervations he had made with the 
Precepts of Yi#ruvius, he own'd, this Aw 
-thors Obſcurity to be one of the principal 
Cauſes, that had occaſion'd Architefture : 
be neglected for ſo many Ages. On. which 
account, -he reſolv'd to render that Autho 
'more Intelligible, and make him fpeak-in his 
-own Tongue. He atchiev'd theſe two things 
. -with ſomuch Order and Clearneſs, that:the 
Learned had reaſon to ſay, after having 
-fcann'd the” Work he had undertaken, . that 
ithoſe who ſhould read it, would become: as 
_-skilltul and expert, as he hunfelf, Theahe 
bent his Studies to Opticks, as (perceiving 
Thar the Painters of his time, did not fuo 
.ceed in making Pourtraidts in Miniature 
He found out irs Demonſtrations and Rules, 
which he illuſtrated and render'd Publick,ſj 
and ſpar;d-neither Induſtry, . Pains, or Ex- 
pence to dreſs up Youth in prattifing them. 
. From thence it came, that in his 11me there 
was at Hlorence, a greater number of excel 
lent Painters, Sculptors, and Architects, 
than had been known in; Greece, even when 
the boaſted of being the Mother and Nurſe 
- of the Liberal Arts. I ſhall not mention 
them in this place, ſince the Curious wy 
| n 
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a Gad * emin Yafari, -who has writ three . Vo- I 
if Jumes in their Commendation. I ſhall only 
bl Gy, .thattho' 4/ert; had bis Mind replete 

he m_ Palaces,, Decorations, and Statues, ne- 
vertheleſs he recreated himſelf ſome times 
[| with leſs ſerious Muſes. And. whoſoever 
toll thall take the paigs to examine rhe Fables he 
ichll compos'd, in, imitation of thoſe of Z/ap, 
zorf] will judge {if he is equitable) that A4/berg/ 
5 ts little hart of that Ancient, [ have nat 
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_ it made at mY as much wes and. its 
Railery. ſeems.*to me ſo feeble in ſeveral 
Patlages, thata Man muſt have a great: Dif- 
woſinion to Joy, to feel any .1n; peruſing. it. 
ng] Be it as it will, A/bertz dyed. pretty ,yaung 
in Lorenzo's Arms; and. Poſitian commen- 
ded :him publickly, by the Recitation.,,of 
a Piece, accounted, the moſt finiſht in all Nis 
\Works. 

xl Hermolaus. Barbarus was the firſt "wit 
ml thow'd by Expericnce, that the moſt, ſolid 
ere Knowledge, and moſt exalted, had nothing 
ej common with Pedantry : For tho' all Europe 
ts, was perſuaded of his being the moſt Learned 
zenf of all Men; yet, at Venice, his Birth-place, 
rſt} 'was he reckon'd for the only Perſonof all she 
onf Nobles, that made profeſſion of the higheſt. 
ay and moſt refined Gall: There needed 
n no 


-no more than the hearing -him difcourſe  upy . 
'0n all forts of matters, to be- Convinced 
:was ignorant of nothing ; yet never ſeen te 
Study, He was never told of any Book 
-bur what he had the Knowledge of, nag. 
was there any ſeen in his Chamber, or- biz 
Cloſet, He had acquaintance with' all the 
topping Wits of his time, bur''would -ente 
\into-no ſtrict Tye and Commerce with any 
ave Lorenzo de Medici, Politian, and Pic 
"della Mirandola. At their requeſt he took 
upon him the greateſt labour, at that tink 
mn the Republick 'of Letters, by Correcting 
all 'the Manuſcripts of P/iny's Natural 'Hiſto 
Ty, for an acceptable Preſent 'to the Pub 
lick: As there had been no ancient Work 
preſerv'd , -miore- uſeful than-- this, fo ha: 
there none been preſerv'd mor e detect 
ous; andof thirty ſix Books, whereof it i; 


compos'd, three or four only were Intelligh] 
ble ; nay, and only thoſe, which ſpoke ol 2 
Men.and Annimals : As for thoſe which treaff . 
of Stones, of Herbs, of Gums, and Ming : 
rals, the ignorant Copiers had tranſcrib' 1 
them with ſo much negligence, that "ther: y 


wasatleaſt a word in each Line, capable of 
ſtumbling and puzzling the beft and able 
"Scholars, The. trouble was infinite, ang, 
_ thoſe who had read in young Pliny's Epiſtle 

with what both facility and exaQtneſs, thy 
Natural 
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J Natural Hiſtory was compil'd, did averr 
it rEquird twice as much pains to reſtore 
J it ; nay, and after that too, they deſpait'd 
of Succeſs. However Hermolaus effects 
& it ina few years. In his CorreCtions he 


only made uſe of the Authority of Manu- 
(cripts all along, where good Sehfſe cou'd 
ſubſiſt with retaining them ; and when thoſe 
Manuſcripts were not ſufficient, he had re- 
courſe to the Greek and Romany Authors, who 
had writ upon the ſame matters, and reſtord 
his P/iy upon their Credit, Laſtly, in fuch 
places where thoſe two Succours fail'd him, 
he put in uſe his own ConjeCtures, with ſo 
much probability and happineſs, that not one 


' of them was | anna 'd. By this ingenuous 


way did he diſcover, that the ſame P/iny was 
born at Co/me, and that he compos'd a Diſer- 


F cation on it, which Convinc'd all thoſe who 
I read it. The Applauſes Fermolaus receiv'd 


on this occaſion, made him not have the better 


I opinion of his ſuſficiency ; and they only a- 


nimated him to continue to ſerve the Publick. 


| He daily ſaw that the Medicinal Art was ll 


practis'd, becauſe two or three Men only in 
Italy were paflibly inſtrufted in the nature of 
Medicaments, and the admirable defire he 
had to remedy the defe&, made him under- 
take to do with Dioſeorides, the ſame thing 


| he had atchiev'd upon Plixy, And as his 
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Talent was as large at furbiſhing up the' 
Greek, as Latin Authors, he had allo the 
ſame ſucceſs, Now after this, there ſeem'd 
nothing more left for him todo, than enjoy, 
bask, and acquieſce in the honour he had 
acquir'd. And his Friends invited him foto 
do, when he urg'd to them on his own 
accord, that it was no longer juſt, that /za- 
ly *thou'd be intirely indebted to the Greeks, 
expell'd by the Zurks, for the moſt ſolid Phi- 
loſophy, by their TraduCtions of Plato and 
Ariſtotle : He added, that whatever pains 
had been taken, to render thoſe two Ayu- 
thors intelligible, principally the laſt, yet 
he was fo little to be underſtood, that the 
Books of Rherorick, Logick, and Phyfick were | 
not. of any uſe. That 7hemiſtius was the 
Man, of the Ancients, that had interpreted 
them with moſt Judgment and Neatneſs, 
but had nor been better treated, than Pliny 
by the Copiers: that it was needful to ſet a- 
bout purging him of their faults, and make 
Him ſpeak Latin, fo to ſhrift under his Gui- 
dance into all the Secrets of the Lix@um, 
and then take a more honourable Repoſe, 
by placing himſelf at the end of the Carriere, 
after having open'd to others, thoſe of Na- 
ture in Pliny, of Simples in Di9ſcorides, and 
of Ratiocination, in Themiſtins, Hermolaus 
accompliſhd it, accorging as he had propos'd 
it, 
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E it, and- Themiftius appear d with' ſo much 


Pleaſingneſs and Majeſty, that none have 
ſince dar'd to retouch the Work, The Tran- 
flators Reputation became then fo great at 
the Court of Rome, his abode at that time, 
that Pope Innocent the 8h, being one day in- 
torn'd, that the Patriarchſhip of Aquileia was. 
falfn vacant, he conferrd it on him. with 
fail Right. TItisto bepreſumd, his Holineſs 
had then no other Intentions, than to re- 
ward the extraordinary Merit of Hermolaus. 
But the Senate of Yenice was too much upon 
its Guard, againſt the Innovations of the 
Court of Rome, to want taking notice, that 
the Pope lad made an Encroachment, by 


pre the Patrijarchſhip of Aguileia : 


For tho" the Soveraign Pontitts pretended, 
that they might place in that Station whom 
they pleas'd ; yet they never did fo with 
that Soveraign Authority, and were wont 
togive Bulls only to the Perſon nominated 
tothem by the Ambaſſadour of the Repub- 
lick. Nevertheleſs, /nnocent the 8th had di- 
ſpenſed himſelf from keeping this Formality, 
in the affair in hand, and gave but too much 
room for ſuſpition to People, naturally di- 
{truſttul, that he had nick'd his time to cre- 
ate Patriarch of Aquileia, a Patriarch and a 
Perſonage fo famous, that they wou'd be 


far from oppoſing his Inſtallation, for the 
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placing there afterwards Parties, as wou'd 
not be of the ſame Conſideration. From 
hence it came to paſs, that tho Hermolaus 


was one of the moſt Illuftrious Gentlemen | 
of Yenice, and pollels'd beſides all the other 


Qualities, that in another ConjunQure wou'd 
have preferr'd - him ro the Patriarch(hip ; 
yet the Senate atted with as much Rigour 
and Obſtinacy, to hinder his attaining it, as 


if they had judg'd him abſolutely unworthy ; 


oizr. Onthe other ſide, the Pope was re- 
folv'd to maintain what he had done, and to 


carry things to extremity, rather than in- | 


dure that /Zermolaus thou'd not enjoy the 
Grace he had done him. But this wonder- 
ful Genius did his Common-wealth Juſtice, 
in oppoſition to his own Intereſts, and own'd 
the had reaſon to be againſt him. He con- 
Jur'd the Pope to confer the Benefice on the 
Party that thou'd be preſented to him by 
rhe Ambaſladour of Yenice, and formally 
declar'd, that he wou'd accept none, if he 
muſt incur (at rhis rate) the Envy of his fellow 
Citizens, The Pope was ſo affe&ed with 
his moderation, that he promis'd to make 
him Cardinal at the firſt Promotion, But in 
a few days after Hermolaus fell fick of: a Pe- 
{tilential Feaver; the only remedy to 
Cure him, was giving him Bezoar, nel- 
ther mixt, nor ſophiſticated. There was 

ſome 


the Houſe of Medicis. 277 


ſome at Plorence, in an Agate Vellel, which 
Suldan Cayte-bay had made a Preſent of to 
Lorenzo de Medici, Politian, and Picodella_ 
Mirandola, ſent it Poſt, but the Courier 
found Hermolaus juſt expir'd. 

Grorgio Merula, who furvivd FHermolavs. 
but four days, had not a Wit ſo well turn'd 


| ashis, tho! little leſs Vigorous. He was a 
| Lombard by Inclination, as well as by Birth, 


and thoſe who knew him i intimately, obſer- 
ved 1n him all the Vices, and all the Virtues 


| attributed to that Nation. He was Maligne, 


unapt to Learn, Revengeful, Pittileſs; and 


if he did no miſchief ſave by Writing, it 
| was, becauſe that the lowneſs of his Fortune, 


andthe Employment he follow'd, did not al- 
low him to doit 1n any other manner. He 
neld it for an Honour to paſs for a Pedant ; 
he affected all the Grimaces of Pedantry, for 
tear he ſhould be diſputed that Quality. All 
his Life long did he perform the Publick 
FunRions of a Pedant at Yenice and Milan. 
As his main ſtrength conſiſted in Criticiiſme, 

he retrench'd his Witto that, with it to gore 
and perſecute all the Learned Perſons of his 
Age, He wasever at War with one or other, 
and fo implacable, that he wou'd never be 
reconcil'd with any Body, He had alſo this 
property of the Mad-dog, which he had ta- 
ken for his Deviſe, that his bite was incura- 
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ble: Calderin was the firſt, whofe Reputa- 
tion he took a pleaſure in ruining, not that 
he defird to gain by it, but only, becauſe 1t 
Teem'd too well ſettÞd to his Fancy. Then 


tell he to making an /ndex of the Errors he | 


hal tound in Ga/cote, and us'd him fo ſevere- 
ly, that he took per, and dy'd. Theſe 
rwo advantages, gaind in the Gram- 


mar Combat, puft up his Heart. He took | 


up all the able men in Exrope, and publih'd 
againſt them his Corre&ions, which were 
read with ſo much the more avidity, that of 
ſo many Perſons, whoſe Ignorance was 
mark'd, there was not one durit {:t Pen to 


Paper in his own Vindication, out of fear of | 


being cruſht with a Reply; //-ru/a did not 
ſo muchas ſpare Po/itian, tho' Politian had 
acquir'd Fame ſufficient, as not to have his 
match. He ſhew'd him, that tho' Nature 
had given him all the. qualities requiſite to 
become Learned, ſhe had not however been 
able to render him ſo. He noted to him a- 
bove thirty egregious faults, that had ſtarted 
from him, and hinted to him charitably 


(ſaid he) that out of a defire to pals for the 


firſt, inthe Republick of Letters, he muſt 
have read more, and ſtudy'd more than all 
thereſt together. Ladovico Sforza being a- 
mazd at his having ſo formidable a Subject in 
his Colledge of Milan, made a ſcruple of em- 


ploying 
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ploying him any longer in - CorreQting of 
Children, and drew him out of the Duſt, to 
cauſe him to compile the Hiſtory of Man. 
But it was only to leave to Poſterity a me- 
morable Example, that the being very 
Learned, and perceiving the leaſt Faults and 
Blunders of others, was not ſufficient to 
_ | make a good Hiſtorian :: For tho' Merula has 
- | wrote with ſo much exaQnels and precaution, 
1 | the Work preſcrib'd him, that the greateſt 
+ | Critick cou'd not find any thing 1n it to carp 
f | at; yet true it is, that his Book is ſo dry and 
« | barren, that thoſe to whom the Authors 
o | Fame had givenan itching to read it, ſeldom 
}f | but grutch'd the time they had ſpent in that 
\t | amuzement. This dd not hinder him from 
{4 | being magniticently rewarded ; bift as he 
is | Was near ninety years of Age, when he had 
-e | finiſht it, none bur his Heirs gain'd by the 
-o | benefit that accru'd from his Performance. 
n | Folztian was the Man that got moſt by his 
a. | Death. . He had publiſh'a the firſt Century 
ed | *f his Miſcellanies ; and 3ers/a being ſcanda- 
ly lizd at the audaciouſneſs, which ſeem'd to be 
he | 18 the word Cenzury, had threatned Politian 
1ſt | to detach againſt him whole Regiments of 
all | Avthorities and Paſſages, to juitifie the con- 
a. | frary of all he aſferted, but had only the lci- 
in | Jure torough-draw the Project. 
m- Never Man came to be fo admird for his 
&.4 Wit 
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. 
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tianus ; and never Man knew better how 
to preſerve, by juſt and unjuſt. ways, the 


| Reputation he had acquir'd. He was born | 


at Florence, and his Relations liv'd in ſuch 
woftul Poverty, as conſtrain'd him to be 
of Giulians s, and Lorenzo de Medicis Re- 
tinue, when they went to the Colledge, and 


to wear their Liveries, that he might have | 


the conveniency of being there. He had an 
ugly Face, a huge big and long Noſe, 
his left Eye ſquinted; but he had a pliant and 
flexible Wit, and 'was finely and craftily 
Ambirious. He never us'd ſo much Artifice 
to diſguiſe himſelf, ſave only with thoſe 
he had moſt Communication: He never 
heardany thing with ſo much Indignation, 
as the Praiſes of others : he was equally en- 
vious of his Friends and of his Enemies. No 
other Pen composd any thing to his lt- 
king; he lovd not to receive CorreQion, 
tho' he did it importunately to all forts of 
Perſons. It was ſometimes ſeen that he ac- 
knowledged his Faults, and that it was 


meerly out of Malice, he reſiſted Truth. 


Yet he never own'd to have blunder'd. As 
to his way of living, it was. ſo corrupted, 

that Modeſty hinders me from ſpeaking of 
it, What I mean, will be but too well 
divined by the Knowledge of his Death, 
which 


Wit, in ſo green a Youth, as Angelus Polj« 


"the Houſe of Medicis: | 287 

which I cannot ſteal from my Reader, be- 
| cauſe it was too publick. Yet after all this, 
> | he had ſo marvellous a Genius, that the - 
1 | World has not ſeen the like ſince Ovid. At. 
1 | twelve years old he compil'd ſuch ſtately 
2 | Verſes, that-a body wou'd have ſaid they 
- | were of A/exander's Age, or of that of Augu- 
i fas. And when the-fancy took him to ſur- 
e | prize the Learned, and make his own Pro- 
1 | duCtions paſs for Fragments of Avacreoy, or 
, | of Catullas, which he had juſt found by 
4 | chance, in ſome old Manuſcripts of the Me- 
y | dicis Library, thoſe who beſt underſtood 
e' | theſe matters, were impos'd on in their be- 
e || lief. His firſt famous piece was for Gzultauo 
r | de Medici, This young Lord had won the 
1, | prize of a Turnament, and lay queſting af- 
- | ter a Panegyrick, not 1nſeriour to Luca Pal- 
o | /f's, who had fignaliz'd himſelf in the like 
i- | occaſion, to the advantage of - Lorexzo. 
1, | Politian undertook the Province, and havin 
of | perceiv'd that Palſi's Poem was not all along 
c- | of the ſame Force,throughthe Authors having 
is || only couch'd in it things purely of his own 
h. | Invention ; he fancy'd he needed only (to a- 
\s | void this inequality) take a quite oppoſite 
J, | Method. He Book-padded the ancient Pa- 
of | negyricks of the nobleſt thoughts that ſuited 
11 | with his Subject. He traveſty'd them after 
1, | his own manner, and enchaſing them with 
1 We ſuch 
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ſuch Paſſages of Poetry, 4; oth he was not 


fatisfy'd with his own Product ; he made fo 
finea ptece, that Pa//, aftcr havi ing read it, 


wou'd have ſuppreſs'd his own, out at ſhame 


and vexation. The fame G7«//axo having | 


been kill d inthe Pazzz's Conſpiracy , Polite- 
an lying perdue ior an extraordinary occaſi- 
on, to ſhew he writ as well in Profe as in 


Verſe, drew up fo Patherick a Deſcription of | 
this Conſpiracy, that the Learned, who af-. 


. ſembled in the Library de Medici, avow'd 


that Cicero cou'd have done nothing better. 
After thefe two Eſſays, the high opinion Po- 


litianus had of his Abilities, made him fall 
to intriguing for the Profeſſion of the Latin 
and Greet Eloquence.” At the fame time he 
became the Concurrent of Demetrius Calchon- 


dile, and topd him, by having a more plea- 
ſing Accent, and by ſtrewing his Diſcourſe 


with Points, and bloomy, flouriſhing Expreſ- 
| fions, fo to recreate his Auditory, Above 
five hundred young. Gentl:men, of all 


Countries in Europe, went to fetch, him eve-. 
ry morning in his own Houſe, to accom-' 


pany him, out of Honovr, to the very Hall 
where he taught, and re-condufted him in 


like manner, when he deicended the Chair, 


Theſe Deferences gave him ſo whimſical an 
Opinion of his parts, that he fancy'd, to keep 
vp fo great a Reputation, Ic muſt ſet- abour 

more 
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the Houſe of Medicis. 
more folid Works, than Verſes, or Relati- 
ons, or at leaſt amuſe the World with the 
expeation of ſome great Labour, and yet 
do nothing all the while. For this reaſon did 
he ſpend five whole years, without giving 
the Publick ought elſe than Leſſons. But at 
length the itch of Writing prevailing over 
his firſt deſign, he caus'd a Traduction of 
Herodian to be Printed, which bad not all the 
effect he pretended : For tho' it was generally 
admir'd, a rumour was buz'd about, that Po- 
litian had found it among the Papers of the 
famous Gregorio deCitta di Caſtello, which he 
had bought ; and this report was grounded 
on ſuch Conje&ures, as were but faintly 
deſtroy'd. Pope Leo, who was then under 
Politian, and heard alt that was faid Pro. 
and Cox at his Fathers Table, being defir'd 
twenty years after, by the Academicks of 
Rome, to tell them his Sentiments in the Caſe, 


—Y 


left the thing in ſuſpence, and undecided, 


and agreed, that the ſtile of that Tranſlation, 
had nothing like t9 that of Polztzar's. other 
works, and held jnore of the Paint, and Ar- 


tifice, and Luxuriancy, which Gregorio de 


Citta d; Cajteilo was wont to uſe in his Com- 
poſitions: He added however (as if he had 
been afraid of having faid too much) that this 
Gregorio had done nothing comparable to 
this Verſion of Ferodian. Be it as it "_ 
| £c:1e 
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the work is 1o finiſht and compleat, tho” in 
ſome places it's too ſpruce, and over abounds 
with finical trappings, that none have yet 
dar'd to decide which is the beſt tranſlated, 
Polybius, ot Herodian. Politian , a Man 
extraordinary nice, in matters of Honour, 
ſpar'd nothing of what might hinder him 


from paſſing tor-a Plagiary. He publiſh'd his F 
Miſcellanies and his Poetries: and as he was | 


| 


happy and perſuaſive, he wou'd, perchance, | 


have effected it, but for Death, which lopt 
him offat forty two years of Age. The Cri- 
minal paſſion he had for one of his Scholars 
of high Quality, not being to be ſatisfy'd, 
it caſt him into a burning Fever. In the 
violence of the fir, he made a Song tor the 
Objet wherewith. he was Charm'd, got out 
of Bed, took a Lute, with fo tender and 
piteous an Air, that he expir'd in finiſhing 
the ſecond Coupler, the ſame day that 
Charles the 8th paſt the 4/ps in. his way to 
the Conqueſt of Naples. 

[cannot better finiſh this Book, than by 
the Eulogy of G/ovanni Pico Soveraign Prince 
della Mirandola, and of Cancord, This 


Prince, firnam'd the Phanix of the Wits, | 


with ſo much juſtice, that none have 
orutcht him that Title, was born in his own 
ſtate, and the eldeſt ofa Family that boaſted 
being deſcended from Conſtantine rhe _— 
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The Prodigies which appeard in Heaven, 
and upon the Earth, ar the moment of his 
Nativity, reſtifie there never had been, and 


| perhaps wou'd never be ſuch another Geni- 


us. :He ſtudy'd not any thing, how dith- 
cult ſoever, but conceiv'd it at- firſt. He 
found not any Author obſcure enough, to 
put him to one moments plunge. He pene- 


| rrated by his own lights, into Euclid, and 
{| the Algebra ; he found the ſecret to reconcile 


Ariſtotle with Plato, and Scotas with Saint 
Thomas. At ten years old, he fludy'd the 
Law at Bologne, and Commented. gradually 
as he ſtudy'd. At cighteen . years of Age 
he knew two and twenwy Tongues. Andat 
three and twenty, .he ſent over all the World, 
his ſo celebrated 7heſes, by which he under- 
took to eſtabliſh ſuch certain Pringiples, and 
diſcuſs the principal difficulties of | all Sciences 
in general, and of cach in particular, with- 


out uſing other terms, than thoſe that were 


proper toit. Hechalleng'd to anſwer in the 
ſame Tongue he thou'd be : queſtion” d; hein- 
vited the Poor to the Diſpuration, as well as 
theRich, and offer'd to pay the Charges of 


| their Journey. He choſe the City of Rome 


tor the publick Conveniency ; and the The- 
ſes were maintain'd there, with ſuch a Con- 
courſe of Learned men, as had never been ſo 
great 1n any place. The Reſpondent "_ 
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the beautifulleſt-Man of his Age, and ſich 
an one, as was capable of gratifying the 
Eyesand Ears at the ſame time. - He had 1 
- Noble lofty mien, tall, and of a tranſcen 
dant ſhape, and ſuch as is attribured tro He: 
roes, and his Body as well faſhion'd as his 
Wit. Hehad alſo this peculiar to himſell, 
that his Application to the moſt tow'ring ab- 
ſtruce Sciences, made him neglect nothing 0 
a gallant Garb, and well-dreſſing,that conduce 
to heighten Luſtre, and captivate AﬀeCions 
He had the knack of explaining his conceptt 
ons ſo eafily, and with ſo good a Grace, tha 
People were never weary of hearing him. 
He neither confounded the Words nor Phra 
ſes of ſo many Tongues, wherewith his me 
mory was freighted. - The tone of his Void 
was agreeable. He ſweetn'd, the moſt ſers 
ous Diſcourſes, with fine and innocent ti 
Railleries, that they might go down thifſ c 
more glib. He became the more Eloquenty tt 
gradually as he grew warm, and his An al 
\wers were ſo pat and ſolid, that it coup tl 
never be obſerv'd, whether he had mord t| 
Wir,. or Judgment, or Memory, ſo many c: 
amazing Teſtimonies did he give, of his poff| tc 
leſſing hole three Qualities, in a degree ſuf 
perwyr to other Men. However, as lf 01 
admitted all ſorts of Perſons indifferently t in 
Diſputation, and had inſerted in his Poſitiy ta 
Ons 
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ons, the Catala of the Fews, the Defence of . 
the moſt exalted Chriſtian Myſteries, by 
of Natural Reaſon, and the niceſt Paſſages of 
ml} the Councils, Fathers, and Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
ef} ſtory ; ſome there were, who unable to at- 
15 tain to the ſublimity of his Notions, tax'd 
If him with Herefie, and made ſuch a Noiſe 
ib and Clamour, that the Pope. was upon the 
off point of ſuſpending the Diſputes; which, 
c&ſ being intimated to the Prince of Mirandola, 
nf] he belought his Holineſs to give him the lei- 
Yi} ſure to purge himſelf of the Crimes 4m- 
puted to him, and principally of that which 
moſt ſhock'd the Demi-Learned, namely, of 
maintaining that Origen was fav'd, notwith- 
ſtandiog his Definition, contrary to the Fifth 
General Council ; and tho buly'd all day 
long in anſwering, yer he compil'd in ſeven- 
teen Nights that wonderful Apology, which 
cannot be read, without a Mans being ſtartI'd, 
to ſee fo young a Prince equally ſtrong upon 
all ſoris of matters. He triumph'd o're all 
thoſe, who wou'd have put his Religion to 
4 the arbitrement of cacb private Noddle, and 
compos'd his own Epitaph, which is only 
to take it aright, a Cominentary upon x 
firſt Chapter of Genz/1s, wherein the- Creati» 
s hq] onof the World is explain'd after fo raviſh- 
y to ing a manner, that there is no penetrating 
oſitif farther intothe meaning of the Holy Wie 
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Afterwards his ftri&t . engagement - with 
Lorenzo de Medici, render'd them Compani- 
ons in Study ; they daily communicated to 
one another, things they had learnt or me. 
ditated anew ; they ſent one ' another their 
| Works, they correted one anothers Com- 
poſitions, and from one of their Converlſa- 
tions have I diſcover'd, how Lorenzo Writ 


a Dialogue of Love and Fortune, fo tender 


and ingenious, that the Prince of Mirando- 
la (after having examin'd it) let him know, 
when he return'd it him, that he had not ob- 
ſerv'd the proportion of Ages with ſuffici- 
ent exactneſs, and how Yenus had nor fo 
many Charmes, when ſhe iſfſu'd from 
the Froth of the Sea, as he gave his Ca- 
pid, though he only repreſented him as a 
Child newly born. This ſtroak will ſuffice 
to judge, -how quaint and delicate was 
thoſe two great Mens Criticiſms. I have 
not been able ro find dut the true Caule, 
that ſet the Prince of Mirandola to write a- 
gainſt Aſtrologers; nor am I fatisfy'd with 
that alledg'd by his Nephew. I lay a 
much greater ſtreſs upon a Conjecture, 
which came into my mind, upon reading 
his Apologyy that it might be the Profel- 
fors of the Judicial, very rife at that time, 
having made their advantage of fome Pro- 
poſitions in his Theſes, ſeemingly in thetr 
favour, 
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favour, he thought himſelf obligd to pre- 
vent, by a publick diſclaiming of thoſe Te- 
nents, the-benefits they might thence de- 
rive, Bet as it will, the Allarm this gave 
them, was ſo hot, that they aſſembled to 
reſolve what courſe they had beſt to take. 
They calculated the Prince of Mzrandola's 
Nativity, and found two renarkablethings. 


_ The one, that he ſhou'd not put the laſt 


hand to his work againſt them; and the 
other, that he ſhou'd not exceed thirty two 
years of Age. They ſent to fignifie this 
doom to him, at which he made a mock. 
Bur the event juſtity'd their Prediction : 
for as this Prince was compleating to un- 
dermine the Foundations of their Science, 
he was ſeiz'd with a Fever, which knock'd 
him off in thirty days ſpace. It has been 
obſerv'd, that he breath'd his laſt in the 
very moment that Charles the 8th. en- 


tred Florence; and that the Library de 


Medici was dillipated,, as it hazzard had 
taken him out of the World, in a Con- 
juncture, when he was going to be be- 
reavd of the Originals of the Ancients, 


| without which he could not live. He had 


been ſo concern'd at Savangrola's Predicti- 


{| ons, that he was upon the point of renoun- 


cing the World, and going (after the Apo- 


rf ſtolick manner) to preach the Goſpel through 


the 
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the Villages. However, his Work againſt 
the Aſtrologers, (as imperfect as it 15) 1s ne- 
vertheleſs the beſt that has been compoſed, 
ſince thoſe of the Fathers of the Church. 


The Fud of the Fourth Rook, 
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The Fifth Book. 


LL the 7:a/ian Hiſtorians of the. 
laſt Century ſuppoſe, that Pero de 
Medici's imprudence undermin'd 

s all the Foundations laid by his Pres 
deceſfors, for the aggrandizement of his Fa- 
mily, But none have yet preciſely ſhown, 
wherein that Imprudence conliſted, nor its 
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| Reſults and Conſequences. I undertake the 
repreſenting them here in order; and for 
my being the better underſtood, I begin with 
the Pourtraift of him, whoſe Errors Imean 
to deſcribe. 

Never did Son reſemble leſs his Father, 
than Pzero de Medici, and never Father had 
ſo much Antipathy for a Child, as LZorex- 


20 had for Piero, It feem'd as if Nature had Þ 


only fornr'd the one for theother, to ſet her 
ſelt at odds, by a diviſion of her Provinces, 
and to inveſt two contrary Objects with all 
her Virtues and Vices, without giving any 
thing to the Son, of what ſhe had put into 


the Father. Pzero de Medic: poſleſled all the. 


qualities wanting in Lorenzo, but had not fo 
much as one of thoſe in him admir'd. His 
Body was incomparably well made, and e- 


ſpecially the fineſt Head that had been ever | 


ſeen. He was of ſoſtrong and ſound a Com- 
plexion, that not any exceſs was capable of 
{ſtaggering it. So much ſtrength had he at 
ſeventeen years of Age, that not a Man was 
there, but whom he flung in wraſtling. He 
was extraordinarily expert and clever in all 
Exerciſes, ſerving to faſhion young Gentle- 
men. His meen'was altogether Martial, when 
he appeard arm'd at all points; and the 
Judges of the Turnaments own'd, no Man 
knew how to break a Lance with a better 


Grace than'Pzero, His | 
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His Wit was vaſt and piercing, but fo ill 
turn'd,he cou'd not uſe it to advantage. Nor 
capable was he of Friendſhip,nor of Secreſie ; 
had no application but to Pleaſures, and on- | 
ly of good humour in Hunting and with La- 
dies. The time ſpent in concernments of the 
Republick, he reputed as loſt, and went not 
to the Council, ſave when he had no' ſhift 


left to diſpenſe him from going. He nepg- 


lefted the Complaints made him againſt the 
Subalternate Magiſtrates, and thought it be- 
low him to have' an Eye to their Deport- 
ments. 'The Friends of his Houſe could nor 
get admittance to his Speech,till after having 
a long while danc'd attendance in' his Anti- 
chamber, that their Zealhad had the leiſure 
to chill, and other Citizens of Florencecou'd 
have no acceſs to his Perſon. It ſpighted him 


_ infinitely, when People diſcours'd him upon 


the Modeſty of his Anceſtors. He ridicul'd 
their Oeconomy, principally in what regar- 
ded the Table. Inſupportable was his Pride 
in a Town, where all the Gentlemen thought 
themſelves one anothers equals. And his 
Luxury came to ſeem the more exorbitant, 
when compar'd with his Fathers and Great 
Grand-fathers Thrift, and good Husbandry. 
His Anger no leſs ſudden, nor leſs dangerous, 
than that of Alexander; for inſtance, poor 


Leoni, whom, at Careggio, he threw into 
U 3 the 
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the Well; but with more eaſe appeasd, 
ſince there needed no more for the putting 
him into a good humour, than a Song or 
Lay of Muſick, or the Sound of ſome plea- 
fant Inftrumens. His Tutor, Politian, had 
obſerv'd him never to be troubled with 
Splenatick riumours, as long as he heard 
good Verles recited in his Native Tongue; 
and to derive advantage irom this obſervati« 
on, a ſort of Diurnal Academy was held at 
his Houle, where the Poets came daily to re- 
hearſe their Works in the 7uſ{can DialeR, 
and there receiv'd the approbatim or cen: 
ſure they deſerved. 

With this ſo whimſical temperament, 
Piero de ' Medici found himſelf encharg'd 
with the principal Dire&tion of the Floren- 
tine Aﬀairs, and remain'd not long in that 
Capacity, which ſerv'd for as many ſteps to 
help him todefcend into the Precipice. 

The firſt is, he had got a fancy of making 
Love to all the fair Women of Quality, and 
was {0 little diſcreet and moderate in the aſii- 
duous viſits he paid their Ladiſhips, that 
their Husbands, and his Friends were almoſt 
equally ſcandaliz'd. 

The ſecond, His Mother, of the Lineage 
of the Or/ii's, thinking it convenient to mar- 
ry him, ſo with Matrimony to extinguiſh 
Dus fickle Flames, ſhe propos d to hima beau- 
| teous 


teous and rich Heireſs of the ſtock of Orfents 
call'd Alfonfina, whom he wedded ;; but had 
as much diſguſt for her, in a few weeks after 


his Marriage, as he had ſhown fondneſs for 
the Match. The firſt time he ſaw her, he 


usd her ſo ſcurvily, that he was hated for it 
by all his own People, who could not (with- 


out reſentment) ſee him renew his Libertine 
way of Living, from which they had pre- 
tended to tye him by this Wedlock. 

The third Fault was, That for ſome Dif- 
courſes of a. double meaning, which ſcap'd 
from two of his Couſins, call'd Lorenzo, and 


. Giovanni de Medici, whom it behov'd him fo 


much the more to have confliderd, in. that 
they deſcended from Male to Male, from a 
Brother of Coſmo the Old ; he caus'd them to 
be chaſtis'd with a perpetual Baniſhmeat, 


| however great his Intereſt was in their Pre- 


ſervation, and whatever Remonſtrances his 
Friends had made him upon ſo nice a Subje&t. 
From whence it came, that theſe young 
Gentlemen being, retir'd into France, were 
kindly welcom'd at the Court of Charles the 
8th, where they ſo ſtrongly prepoſlels'd 
Cardinal Briſſonet, and other the Miniſters, 


to Prero de Medici's diſadvantage, that when 


he went tothis Prince, the Perſons nomina- 
ted to negociate with him, did in no wiſe 
credit his Propoſals and Aſeverations, nor . 

U 4 wou'd 
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wou'd they truſt him, but under good Cau. 
tions, which occaſion'd his Diſgrace. 3 

The fourth Fault was, that Piero de Me- 
dici had ſo good an Opinion of his Wit, as to 


fancy, he might cully Lodovico Sforza, Duke | 


of Milan, who cully'd all Mankind. Sforza, 
aſter having ſeiz'd the State and Perfon of 
the young Duke, under colour of Tuition, 
thought an high Alliance needful to main- 
tain him in his Uſurpation. The Princeſs 
{/abella of Naples, feem'd to him fitteſt for 
his deſign, not only on the ſcore of all the 
Houſe of Arragon's ſupport, at that time 


ſtrictly combin'd, but becauſe this 'Princeſs: 


had the blaze of the moſt accompliſh'd Beau- 
ty in all Europe, But an Obſtacle there was 
ro ſurmount, which ſeem'd invincible ; for 
that young Princeſs had been ſolemnly pro- 
misd to the young Dukeof Milan, Lodovi- 
co Sforza's Nephew, from whence he had in 
view, that beſides the Breach of word, to 
which the Houſe of Naples wou'd hardly. be 
induc, it muſt likewiſe be brought to Con- 
ſent, that the Princeſs ſhou'd marry a Sub- 


ject, after having been promisd to a Sove- 


raign, to which, it was well known, the 
high Spirit of that Houſe wou'd in no wiſe 
ſuffer it to hearken. - | 
Not but that Lodovico Sforza did himſelf 
ſufficiently manifeſt in Iſs Diſcourlſc, _ 
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he meant ſuddenly to be Duke, and already 
projetted in his mind, the poyſoning of his 
Nephew, which he ſigce committed, when 
the Armies of France had aſſur'd him of Im- 


- punity. But in ſhort, the thing was not 
yet effected , either that the occaſion 


ſerv d not yet, or that he had ſtill left in kis 
Heart ſome natural tenderneſs to ſurmount. 
Moreover, were the Crime committed, ſuch 
a Courſe was ſo ſtrange and novel among 
Chriſtians, that the King of Naples, already 
much hated, wou'd not have dard to pive 
his Daughter to a Man ſuſpe&ted of ſuch an 
Action; and Lodovico Sforza well perceiving 
that he wou'd ſtand aloof from the ſame Al- 
liance he muſt- Court by this ſtep, ſo of: ne- 
celJity to be made for its attainment. | 

However, as Ambition finds nothing im- 
poſſible, when tun'd to the key :of Love ; 
Sforza ſent his Confident Galeazzo da ſan Se- 
verino to Naples to negotiate under-hand, 
that the Princeſs might be granted him, un- 
der the Cant of the Duke his Nephew's be- 
ing ſo ill, that he cou'd live but little 
10nger. | 

The King of Naples had an extream repug- 
nance to this Alliance, and yet wou'd have 
been brought to a Compliance, as labouring 
under a great dread of Sforza's Artifices, 1f it 
had not been oppos'd by the Duke of Cala- 


bria, 


bria, this. Eldeſk Son, a.man of leſs Experi- | 


ence, and more Courage than Old Ferrand. 
It has been believ'd, that this was upon the 
Princeſs //ahe/a's Solicitation, who, accor: 
ding to her Device, was no leſs Lofty than 
Beautiful. They add, that her Brother and 
She, treated as Ridiculous Galeazzo da ſan 
Severino's Overture, and in that Envoy's 
preſence made a mock of fome Intirmities, 
to which Sforza was bruited to be ſubject. 

Galeazzo da ſan Severino.informed Sforza 
of theſe TranſaQtions, who took ſtrange 
meaſures to wreak his Revenge on the Houſe 
of 4rragon, Hecaus'd his Nephew to drink 
a Potion, which bereft him of Judgment, 
andthen ſuffer'd hisgMatch to beConſummated 
with the Princeſs of Naples, for the giving 
her the vexation of having marry'd aFool,and 
perhaps likewiſefor having her in his Power, 
when become a Widdow. He was contriving 
the means to exclude the Duke of Calabrza's 
Succetlion tothe Crown of Naples,and found 
not outany other way, than to make him the 
Conqueſt of Charles the 87h. He ſent to ſollicit 
this Prince to come into //aly, and to pur: 
ſue with his Arms, his Anceſtors Pretentions 
upon the two S7ci/zes. 

France made {ome difficulty at firſt to en- 
gage, asnot having Friends cnaow in /taly; 
and Sforza, after having taken upon him 
to 
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 toCondutt in all ſafety its Armies, /as far as 
the Territory of Florence,made the Council of 


France hope he woud attract Piero de Medi- 
ci into the moſt Chriſtian King's Intereſts. 
This was no eafie matter to-effte&, ſeeing 
the Plorentines had, alittle time afore, ſign'd 
a League with the Pope, and the Houſe of 
Arragon. But the ſame Galeazza da ſan Se- 


_ gerino, of whom I have already ſpoken, 


had orders to endeavour to break it. He 


| accoſted Piero de Medici, who cou'd not fail 
of repartying ; that when the French King 


was Maſter of Naples, it wou'd be ealie for 
him to ſubdue the reſt of /taly. Galeazzo, 
whom Sforza had commanded to break his 
mind to Picro de Medici, took him aſide, and 
difclos'd to him in Confidence,and under the 
Roſe, that his Maſters Deſign was indeed, 
that the French ſhou'd come into 7traly, but 
not there to ſtay ; that he knew how to ſend 


them packing beyond the Alpes, after ha- 


viong made them his Implements to humble 
the Duke of Calabria, Pierode Medici, not 
being capable of keeping ſo great a Secret, 
reveal'd it: to ſo many Perſons, that it came 
to Charles the 8h his Ears, and he made hea- 
vy Complaints to Sforza,who found no other 


- way to purge 'himſelf, but by conſenting, 


that the French ſhou'd put Garriſons into all 
the Important places in their Paſſage, But 
| | in 
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in recompence, he conceiv'd an Irreconcilia» 


ble hatred to Pero de Medzci. 
In the mean while the French advancd, 
and as ſoon as they approached 7aſcany, they 
ſummon'd the Florexrznes to come to a- D 
claration. Pzero de Medici committed ten 
a Fifth Fault, which I only glance upon, it 
being already regiftred in Hiſtory. He went 
and put himſelf into their hands, and got not 
thence, till after having deliver'd up the For- 
treſs of Piſa, Leghorn, Seruzana, and Petra 
Sculta. This fir d the Florentines with fo 
much Indignation, that one of them, Yer; 
by name, ſhut the Door upon his Noſe, 
when he came to take his Seat in the Coun- 
cil. This Excluſion perſuaded him he was 
utterly loſt. Home weat he, took Horſe, and 
without being follow'd by more than two of 
his Domeſticks, who cou'd not endure to ſee 
him go awaye alone, he departed Florence, 
and ſcourd away to Bologua. So ſudden 
and ſo ſhameful a retreat, quite diſcredited 
him with his Friends as well as Enemies. 
Both Fancy'd he muſt needs be more. cuJpa- 
ble than they had imagin'd,and fo have drea- 
ded the utmoſt Puniſhments, ſince. he fled 
away in a time when his Country needed 
moſt his Preſence. Upon this Prejudice, 
they paſs'd through all the Proceedings a- 
g2inſt him, that are wont to be exerted a- 
gainfl 
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the Flouſe of Mediciss or 
eainſt Criminals ; Arraign'd he was of Con- 
tumacy, purſu'd, his Eſtate ſeiz?d, ſet to fail 
by Publick Out-cry ; they ſold at a low 
Price, that prodigious maſs of Moveables, 
Pictures, Anticks, and Manuſcripts Colle- 


Red in the ſpace of ſev'aty years, with fo 


much Pains and Curiofity. And by a Ca- 
pricious effe&t, the Grandeur of the Houſe of 
Medici, never glitter'd more, than during 
the two or three Weeks it was giv'n -up to 
Pillage. - | 

Said I have, that Piero de Medici had two 
Brothers, Gzu/zaxo, and Giovanni the Cardi- 
nal. Giu/zano was 1n the Houſe, when the 
eldeſt departed thence, and accompany'd 
him ; but the Cardinal being out upon a Vi- 
ſit, found more difficulty to make his eſcape. 


At firſt he thought to take refuge 1n the Con- 


vent of St, Marco, built and founded by his 
Anceſtors, and lurk there till the ſtorm was 
over; but the Religious more timerous than 
grateful, declin'd, with Excuſes, giving him 
a retreat. 'Then he had recourſe to the Cor- 


 deliers, who made him lay afide the Purple, 


and clad him with one of their Habits, by 
favour of which, he paſs'd, without being 
known, through the Gate of St. Ga/, and 
went to join his Brothers. The Houle of 
Medici ſeem'd now fo humbl'd, by ſo terrible 
a Squelch, that itcou'd not of along time be 
REO pollible 
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it was upon the point of being re-eſtabliſh'd, 
in a few days after this'Diſaſter,if Pzero de Mes 
dicz had not himſelf thwarted his own hap. 
pineſs, by a Caprice, which pawl'd Fortune 
in ſuch manner, that ſhe utterly turn'd tale, 
and never more woud ſhe ſtir in his be- 
half. | 
Charles the 8th being inform'd of the 
Diſorder which happend in F/orence,drew near 
it, and made his entrance into that Town, in 
the poſture of a Conquerour. Alforlna degli 
Orfini laid her {elf at the Kings Feet, holding 
in her Armsa Son of hers but lately born. 
Her Tears melted the Hearts of all preſent, 
and made her find Friends in a Court where 


ſhe was utterly unacquainted. Two perſons | 


were there of the King's Attendants, who 
ſhared the Favour, the one in quality of Prin- 
cipal Miniſter, rhe other, as Favourite, 
Cardinal Brifſoxet had the Province of Aft- 
fairs, and' poſleſs'd his Maſters good Opinion, 
without ſeeking any other ſupport than his 
own Merit. And the Count de Breſſe, the 
Duke of Savoyes Brother, having more aff- 
nity with the Age and Temperament of 
Charles, was one in all his Pleaſures, and 
lay at watch ior a ConjunQure proper to 
ſupplant the Cardinal. He knew this Old 
Miniſter had declar'd an averſenels to FI 
e 
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de Medici, and wasprejudic'd with the opi-: 


nion, that the King's Authority could not 
ſubſiſt at Florence, fave during an. equality. a- 
mong the Citizens; that mutt be extin& 
when the Houfe of Medici ſhou'd be inveſted 
with Soveraign Power. 

'To deſtroy this ſuppoſition, the Count 
de Breſſe (after having back'd his Deſign with 
a ſtrong Cabal) repreſented to the King, thar | 
2s his Majeſty cou'd not ftay at , Florence, it 
became him to think of maintaining thatCity 
in his Party ; that the ſafeſt and moſt Com-. 
modious way was, not to [cave there the 
Popular Government, then -newly EreQed, 
by reaſon it wou'd be exposd to continual 
Seditions, not to be calm'd, fave,by a Pow- 


 erful Garriſon, which France was not then 


in a Condition to leaves that much better it 
wou'd be, to recall Pzero de Medici, and re- 
inſtate him in Afﬀairs with ſo good a Grace, 
as that he might owe to Fraxce the whole 
Obligation of his Reſtauration, ſince the gra- 
titude for ſo great a benefit, being united with 
the concern of Self-preſervation, wou'd link 
him in an inviolable Union with Fraxce. 

This Reaſon had the Aſcendant, though 
neither ſolid nor ſppcious, for that the King 
did not then think ſo much of doing things 
fafely, as of expeditingthem with the ſooneſt. 
A Courier was diſpatchd away to Bologna, 

| to 
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to adviſe Piero de Medici to return to Flo 


rence, but the Courier found him not. He 
_ had taken exception, for that Bentivoglio, 


when he receiv'd him into his Palace, had 


blam'd him for being Bug-bear'd with his 
own Shadow, and for baniſhing himſelf 
from the beſt Station in 7za/y, wirhout being 
puſt'd, or laying his hand to his Sword, he 
who pretended to ſo much Bravery. This 
CorreC&tion was unſeaſonable, ana ſo much 
the more harſh to ſupport, as being conſcious 
of its being well grounded ; but it be 
came him to pardon this Irregular Diſcourſe, 
in ſuch an impetuous and ſevere Man as Bex- 
tivoglio, who fear'd the Bo/ogne/t might une 
after the Florentines Example, and conſtrain 
him in his turn, to ſeek out a retreat, in 
lieu of affording it to others. 


In the mean while Piero de Medici 


thought Bentiveglio had talkr thus out of 
Raillery, or to ſlurr upon him a Bravade. 
And as Perſons in diſtreſs have more Diffi- 
dence than ordinary, he ſuſpetted he might 
be betray'd, fince in his own Preſence he 
was turn'd into Deriſion. Hereupon he 
projeded to ſeek out qnojfer place of fafety, 
and departed on the m\2Wyy without ſaying 
whither he went. Inſdmuch thar the Cou- 
ricr having neither been able to find him,nor 
get tydings of him ; Charles being oppreſsd 
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to leave Florence, wasoblig'd to leave it in 


the State he found it. Eight days after, Pi- 
erode Medici was known to be. at Fence, 
where YVirginio Orfini, his Ally having brave 
Troops, treated with him for his re-inſtati- 
on. He advanc'd Courageouſlly into the very 
fight ot Florence, but the Correſpondence 
he had 1n that place not keeping tack at the 
time prefixt, compell'd he was to return 
thence, after having advis'd Piero de Pedic? 
to take his meaſures better another time. 
This firſt Eflay did for along while diſhearten 
thoſe who were able to form others, and gave 
all the leafure neceſſary to the Enemies ot the 
Houſe of Medici, to put invincible Obita- 
cles to its re-eftabliſhment. But as People 
arealmoſt ever miſtaken in the choice of 
Men, when they do it in haſte; it happen'd 


"that Bernardo Neri, whom rhe Flrent ines 


Elected for Gonfa/tonzere, was the moſt ardent 
and beſt intention'd of the Medicr's ſecret 
Friends. Nevertheleſs his Magiſtracy was 
continued for three years, bur almoſt whol- 
ly ſpent, without his finding any occaſion 
of doing them an Office, as being ever ob- 
ſtructed by Savanarola. | 
This Religious of St. Dominick was very 
Learned, and the moſt knowing Man that 
had been in /taly, ſince the Age of. the - firſt 
Caſars. He livd in great Auſgerity, and 
| PET. check'd 
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check'd Vices in all ſorts of Perſons, with a 
boldneſs, by ſome ſtyl'd Temerity. He 
had foretold ſo many extraordinary things, 
which falling out all in the Circumſtances he 
had noted, he paſs'd for a great Prophet : 
and the Florentines were ſo. ſtrongly perſua- 
ded of his Sanity, that they even Cano- 
nizd him, during his Life time His real 
and ſuppos'd Talents made him at in Flo- 
rexce, with as much Authority, as if he had 


been Soveraign, ſince they not only defer'd 


to his Counſels in Publick Aſſemblies, but 
' he was moreover the Umpire of Domeſtick 
matters, and decided quarrels ariſing between 
Husbands and Wives, without there ever 
being any inexecution or complaint againſt 
his Deciſions and Decrees. . He was prepoſ- 


ſeſlsd with the Opinion of the Florentines 


being more capable of the popular Govern- 
ment, than of any other ; and for this rea- 
fon had he endeavour'd to ruine the Deſigns 
of the Medici, as ſeeing them addicted to 
confer the firſt Offices of the State, on the 
Principal and Richeſt Citizens, that ſo the 
People might be diſ-accuſtom'd from exerci- 
ſing them, and ſuffer 'em toenjoy them with 
the more eaſe, when they came totalon them 
with an Uſurpation. OL, 


Savanarela bottom'd his Practices and In- 


tereſts upon theſame Principles, by cali 
the 
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the vileſt Mechanicks to the moſt honoura- 
ble Functions, nay, and in willing they 
ſhou'd - officiate them with Gentlemen ; 1 
mean, that he thereby aim'd to take away 
the ancient Antipathy, reigning between the 
Nobility and the Populace. But hence aroſe 
two notable Inconveniences ; the one, that 
Gentlemen, the molt capable of exercifing 
the Magiſtratures, laid them down, as ſoon 
as they had heard their Colleagues nam'd ; 
the other, that Coblers, for Example, were 
daily ſeen to ſquatan their Stalls, after ha- 
ving laid aſide their Robe of Magpiſtracy. 
This appear'd fo ridiculous at firft,' and in 
proceſs of time, ſo very much ſpighted the 
ancient Nobility, that Nerz found rhe Nobles 


almoſt wholly inclin'd to uphold their 
j Rank: | 


The firſt who unboſom'd their Intentions 
to him were, Giacomo Ridolphi, Lorenzo 
Tournaburni, and Giovanni Buect. Others 
declar'd their Minds as occaſion fervd ; bur 
there was not as yet the leaſt glimmering of 
ſucceſs for any attempt againſt Savanarela, 
25 long as the People were on his fide, and 
now this Emergency was expeted wou'd be- 
reave him of their Aﬀe&tion. The main Po-. 
licy.of the Medici had ever been, that the 


*[ Florentines ſhou'd never want either Bread 


or Divertiſements : and as they had neither an 
| X 2 Feaypt 
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| £Egypt nor a Sicily, to make largefles of 
Corn, in imitation of Auguſtus ; they had 


retrench'd their Craft to effe&, that the 
Grain ſhou'd coſt no more one year than an- 
other. For this purpoſe they took care to 
lay up Stores in Granarigs, from whence 
tney were fetch'd in time and place, when 
there had been many Larren years together, 
They took out of the publick Treaſury, or 
their own Ooffers, the ſurpluſage of what 
this Grain coſt ; and when the Famine was 
general 1n lraly, and thrqughour all Farope, 
they encharged their Factours in 4/ta and 4» 
frica to buy up Corn at Cazrro, and on the 
Coaſts of Barbary, to freight with it their 
Ships, and convey it lately into 7uſcany. 
AS Savanarola was not in a Capacity to 
do the like, he felt the Counter blow upon 


the firſt ſcarcity that happend. His having 


Prophecy'd the want, avail'd him not in the 
leaſt ; on the contrary, the Florentines took 
it ſo much the more in dudgeon, that he 
had us'd no remedy in the caſe. Many of 
the Mobile no longer thew'd ſo much Zeal 
for his Perſon, and others burſt out ſo far as 
rotwit him, that he wou'd do better to re» 
main zn his Cloiſter, than be fumbling, gros- 
ping, and fribling in a way be did not under: 
ſtand, Neri, ſeeing the Diſpoſition he ex- 
potted, framda Party, which ſcem's fufhey 

enth 
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zog 
ently {trong to re-inveſt the Houſe of Mes 


dici, He gave Pierothe neceſſary Intimat1- 
on, and advisd him to come with the moſt 
Troops he cou'd get together, without ma- 
king muci noſe. 

Piero de Medici having riot much Credit 
among the Souldiers, had recourſe to Bar- 
tolemeo de Lalviano, newly acknowledg'd 
head of the Family of the Urſini's, upon no+ 
tice of Virginio's being poyſon'd in the Caſtle 
of Lizuf, art Naples. Lalviano, reputed the 
moſt ative and determinate Adventurer of 
his Age, liſten'd to this Propoſition, and ſet 
about atchieving it. The day was appoin- 
ted, and the time of Midnight choſen as the 
moſt Commodious. The Confpirators con- 
certed their Meaſures with Pidrs de Medici, 
and Secrctie was kepr by all Parties. Lat- 
viano's Souldiers us'd incredible expedition, 
and met at the Rendezvous, but tour 
Leagues from Florence, with Pero de Medict, 
who ſet himſelf at their head. But in the 
very moment they began to file off in good 
Order, there feil fo great a Rain, that in- 
flead of the ſix hoprs they had reckon'd to 
accompliſh their -9March in, it coſt *em 
twelve; ſo as it was already broad day 
when they came before the Town. They 
wou'd nevertheleſs have ſurpriz'd Florence, 
there being not the leaſt inckling of their 

RX 3 Deſign, 
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Deſign, and that the Conſpirators were not 
wanting to keep the. Gate, agreed on, open, |. 


But Chance alone fruſtrated their fore-ſight, 
Paulo Yitelli commanding the Florentine's 
Army before Piſa, had wanted ſome DireCti- 
ons ; and as it was an Affair of moment, he 
had thought his Preſence neceſſary, to pro- 
cure diſpatch, Being on his Journey, but 


delay'd by the bad Weather, he arriv'd ex- 


attly at the Gate, through which Lalviano 
and Piero de Medic: were going to enter, 
when he heard behind him a Body of Horſe 
advancing full ſpeed. He loſt neither pre- 
ſence of mind, nor judgment ; and ſuſpe&- 
ing what might poſlibly be the Deſign, he 
himſelf hall'd up the Bridge, ſhut the 


Gate, and gave the Allarm. The Citizens 


flock'd thither, and Savanarola, one of 
the firſt, they pointed the Canon againſt 
Lalviano's Groſs, who judging, by the 
Countenance of the*Florentives, that nothing 
was to be expeCted from the FaQtion in his 
Confederacy, he perſuaded Piero de Medici 
toa Retreat, both keeping 'in the Rear of 
their Men. ; 

For two Months together ſearch was made 
in vain, after the Authors of the Conſpiracy, 
nor had they been dete&ted, but for one cer- 
tain Auteli, whoſe Audacity was ſo great, 
as to giveup to the Magiſtrates, a _"_ of 
Nert's 
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| Ner?'s, without having any other Evidence, 
4 but his ſeeing him Arm'd, on the day Pers 
de Medici offterd to enter. "The Servant 

| being taken into Cuſtody, had ſhew'd to 


Op. Ae ad 
IF me d 

6 - - 

as . 


him the Inſtruments of the Rack, told all 
he knew, and the principal Complices were 
impriſon'd, Their Indictment being drawn 
up,Savazarola too late perceiv'd the danger,in 
puniſhing ſo great a number of illuſtrious Crt- 
minals, FranciſcoYalerihad molt concern in the 
Sentence, - and proſecuted it with more heat 
than others. He was Savanarola's beſt Friend, 
ſeconded him in all hardy Enterpriſes, had ' 
contributed to his gaining the repute of Ho- 
lineſs; bur, in recompence, ruin'd him, by 
refuſing to Sacrifice to the publick Good a 
petty Intereſt of Revenge. Now | theſe are 
'the Circumſtances I have been able to find 
out upon ſodelicate an Afﬀair. I omit others, 
becauſe that,of ſo many Authors who ſpeak of 
Savanarols's Cataſtrophe, there's not One 
2h is prepoſſets'd with Paſſion for or againſt 
im. 

Valeri was Neri's mortal Enemy, and re- 
-ſolv'd to ruin him at any rate. The Con- 
jugRure for the bringing it about cou'd not 
be more propitious. Neri was convicted of 
the Conſpiracy ; but, not with any Face, 
cou'd they puniſh him ſingly, ſeeing he ap- 
pear'd no more culpable than his Complices, 
X 4 -where- 
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wherefore they were all to ke Condemn'd to 
the ſame Puniſhment, or Pardon'd ; and Sq- 
vanarola, contrary to Cuſtom, was of Opini- 
on they ought to be Repriev'd. He conjurd 
Yaleri that it might be ſo; remonſtrated to 
him the Conſequence, repreſenting that all 
the other Criminals were either his Allies or 
Friends. But this Bloody minded Man, 
mcerly out of the Pleaſure he ſhou'd take in 
Ner:i's Puniſhment, had regard nor to Rea- 
ſon nor to Amity. The Sentence of Death 
was pronounc'd, and never, 1n a ſmall State, 
were there ſeen more Eminent Perſons Exe- 
cuted in one day. 

This rejoyc'd the People at firſt; and at 
long run, as is uſual, turn'd 'em render and 
compaſſionate. So many re-doubled Exe-. 
cutions created a Horrour in them; they ac-' 
cus'd Savazarola of the Butchery. ' And the 

bles not thinking their own Power ſuffi- 
oe to ruin that Religious, without hazar- 
ding the Government, engaged the Court of 
Rome for its own Intereſts, to ſecond their 
Endeayours. Savanarola had Preach'd a- 


gainſt the Vices of Pope Alexanderthe 6th, 


with the fame Freedom he us'd in ſnubbing 
and rebuking thoſe of private Perſons. Had 
added, in the heat of his Diſcourſe, how he 
wasnot afraid of being Excommunicated tor 
ipeaking 1n this manner ; and that it was 
ſufficient 
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ſufficient to give his Enemies the pretext 


they had fo long expeCted, to ſeize his Per- 
ſon, 25 not believing that the Head of the 
Church, cou'd retrench a ſimple Monk from 
the Communion of the Church. They took 
their meaſures with the Pope,who ſent them 
Forces. Savanarola's Monaſtery was broke 
open, . after a wonderful reſiſtance of his 
Friends, who ran in upon the noiſe, He 
was found in his Chamber at the Feet of a 
Crucifix, put into Priſon, ſev'n whole days 
ſpent in taking Informations, examining his 
Caſe, and drawing up his Indictment, du- 
ring which, he made a Commentary upon 
the Pſalms of Fenitence, which the moſt 
hardned cannot read, without ſome ſenſe of 
Devotion. At laſt he was Condemn'd to 
the Flames, which he ſuffer d with a Con- 
ſtancy ſeemingly Chriſtian, Yaler:, the 
Author of his ruin, meerly to gratifie his 
Luſt of Revenge, was neither tunning e- 
nough, nor diligent enough to make his c- 
ſcape. Thoſe who went ro inveſt his Manſi- 
on, met him coming out, aſlaſſinated him, 
ran up to his Wite's apartment, ferv'd her in 
like manner, and plunder'd the Houſe. 

The Florentines were no better enclin'd, 
in regard of the Medici; on the contrary, 
the averſion of Savaxarola's Friends, who. 
charg'd the Medici's with his Death, ind gr 

tec 
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Obſtacles to their return, Giuliano de Medi. 
ci had taken refuge at Milan, where he ac- 


quir'd Lodovico Sforza's Friendſhip, and had 


enAg'd him to eſpoule the Intereſts of his 
Houſe. The Army Sforza had on foot be- 
gan to aCt in Tuſcany, on that Defign, with 
much Vigour and Succeſs, when the Yeneti- 
ans unmask'd their Intentions a little too 
ſoon, as tothe Treaty they manag'd under- 
hand with the Inhabitants of Piſa, in order 
toreceive their Hommage, on condition to 
_ cauſe the Siege of their Town to be rais'd, 
which the Florentines had then two years 
continued. 


| Sforza had no ſooner the news, but: he | 


conceiv'd a jealouſie: and the aggrandife- 
ment of the Yexetians, whom he look'd on 
as his moſt formidable Adverſaries, made 
him change Conduct towards the Medic. 
He ſent ons of his Emiſlaries to the Flores: 
tines, to re-unite them among themſelves ; 
and his Forces, which laid 7aſcany waſte, had 
Orders ro join thoſe of Yite/z, and to preſs 
the Siege of Piſa. They helpd that Gene- 
_ ral to ruin the Army of Yexice, that had un- 
- adviſedly hamper'd it ſelf in the Apennine, 
and were the principal cauie of theAccommo- 
dation Hercules, Duke of Ferrara, ſince ne- 
'gotiated, and concluded between the two 
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| Common-wealths, on Condition, that that 


of Venice, ſhou'd abandon the City and Ter- 


| ritory of Piſa, to the diſcretion of that of . 


Florence. hs 
The Recoyl of this Accord falling on = 
Houſe of Medici, (becauſe it re-doubl'd the 
Forces of its Enemies) made it deſpond of be- 
ing re-inſtated. The Eldeſt of thethree Bro- 
thers, after having exhauſted in the Fore-go- 
ing Attempts, the effe&ts his Father had 
lett him out of Florence, was going to ſerve 
in quality of Volunteer, in the Troops of 
King Lewis the 12th, who meditated the 
Conqueſt of the Dutchy of Mzlar. His 
younger, Giuliano, of a humour more ſe- 


' date, with-drew to the Pezrucc?'s, inveſted 


at that time with the principal Authority in 
S:enna, Where he Couzen'd his time in Love 
and Gallantry. And the youngeſt taking up- 
on him the Title of Cardinal Je Medic: (tho' 
it was as yet the Mode to call Cardinals by 
the Name of their Benefices) went to - travel 
throughout Europe with Gzulzo his Cozen, 
as yet neither paſling for a Baſtard nor Legi- 
timate, and atrain of twelve Perſons. He 
”s himfelf into the diſguiſe of a bare Cava: . 
ier, to avoid Expence, and wou'd not ſuffer*? 
any difference to be obſerv'd between him- 
ſelf and his Attendants. They were all 


| mounted and clad alike, had taken Warlike 


Names, 
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Names, and every morning drew Lots; 
who ſhou'd be own'(d for head of the Compa- 


ny, and give Orders that day. This Con- 


duct which they kept out of Precaution, 


furniſh'd them with ſo many occaſions for 
Mirth and Laughter, that the Cardinal fince 
own'd, amid all the Delights of the Papacy, 
thatin all his Life he had never been betrer 
Diverted, not but that new Traverlſes bctel! 
him from time to time ; for they werekthown 
in the City of 7/me in Germany, from whence 
the Magiſtrate ſent them under a Safe guard, 
tothe Emperour Maxim:/ian the 1/f, But 
the Cardinal de Medici, having unvail'd his 


way of Travelling to that Prince, who ſtill 


entertain'd a Reſpe@ for the memory of Lo- 
renzo, he was receivid magnificently by 
his Imperial Majeſty, and got Letters of Re- 
commendation to Phi/jp, Arch Duke of the 
Low Coxntries, that hs might ſee the more 
commodiouſly the ſeventeen Provinces. 

At his leaving of Flanders, hzhad a deſign 
to Embark at Calice, for Englind. But the 
Sea was ſo rough, that thoſe of his Train 
inclin'd him' to fee Nerwandy, till it was 
Calm again. As he was at /Zavre de Grace, 
waiting for a Ship for his Paſſage, a PFrench- 
man having born Arms in /:aly, knew him, 
and went to diſcover him to the Governovur 
of the place. The Governour ſtopp'd __ 
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with all his Retinue, and clapt 'em under 
Guards. \ Nathing did; it avail the Cardinal 


de Medici,to declare his Name,and demand to 
enjoy the Priviledges of hisCharadter ; ſtay he 
mult in ZZavre, till the King, then at Milan, 
had conſented to his enlargement. Piero de 
Medici was happily with his Majeſty, and 
ferv'd for Warantee of his Brothers having 
no other Deſign in his Maſquerade, than of 
Husbanding his Purſe. 

Thus the General of Normandy had order 
to write to the Governour of Z7avre, to fer 
free the Cardinal de Medici, who chang'd 
his Purpoſe of going into Exg/and, and choſe 
rather to croſs France, in order to take Ship- 
ping at Thowloy, and make Sall into /taly. He 
ſaw all Curioſities on his way, and being 
ſeizd witha ſtorm in the River of Genoua, 
it conſtrain'd him to putin at Savoza. 

There he found the Cardinal of St. Peter 
jn Bonds, who had made it his Sanctuary a- 
pgainſt Pope Alexander the 6th, his irreconci- 
lable Enemy. St. Peter ad Vincula treated 
there his Brother, with all the Politeneſs 
natural to him, and wou'd needs have Gzulz- 
ano de Medici, then beginning to wear the 
Croſs of Rhodes, to be the third at Table. 
There they diſcours'd their Concerns with 
more Freedom, and lefs Referve, than if 
they had known they were to be all three 
Popes, 


a. 
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Popes, ſo little appearance was there of the 
viciſlitude which occurred in their For- 
tune. 
Cardinal de Medici return'd to Rome, un- 
der colour of attending upon the .Pope, du- 
ring the Jubilee of the year 1500, juſt going 
to begin ; but 1n reality, as having learnt 
that the Duke de Yalentinois, the Pope's Son, 
had ſuch Deſigns, as cou'd not ſpeed, but 
by the re-inſtation of the Medici's. And in- 
deed this Duke, after having oppreſsd by 
an 'Infinity of unheard of Crimes, all the 
Petty Soveraigns in @mbria and Romagna, 
aſpir'd to ſubdue the Republicks of 7aſcany. 
And not being Potent enough to undertake 
to force them all at once, he pretended to ſtrike 
up an Alliance with that of Florence, that ſhe 
might help him to ſubdue that of Senna, 
However, there was no likelihood of 
bringing her to it by Offices and Perſuaſions, 


the Florentines being too ſubtle and ſagaci- 


ous, not topenetrate to what end they were 
to be Implements againſt Szexxa. Thus they 
were to be induc'd to it out of Fear. 

This was the Cauſe of Duke Yalentino's 
receiving the Medici's into his Army,. with 


all imaginable Civilities, and of his promt-. 
ſing them their re-inſtation. He drew near. 
Florence with ſuch brisk Troops, as madeit 
not doubted, but he wou'd reduce' it to 


ſtrange 
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ſtrange Exigencies, when Pzero de Soderjni, 
Neri's Succeſlor in the Office of Gonfalionzere, 
devis'd an Expedient which fav'd his Country. 
He went to find out the Ambaſladour of 
France at Rome, and remonſtrated to him fo 
efficaciouſly the moſt Chriſtian King's Inte- 
reſt to maintain the popular Government at 
Florence, thereby to keepon Foot a League 


"of Communication between the Realm of 
Naples, which his Majeſty meant to Con- 


quer, and the Dutchy of Milan, which he 
had already in Poſleſſion, that the Frexch 
Ambaſladour preſs'd the Pope, to make his 
Son retire into the ſtate of the Church. 

The Pope, not daring at that time to deny 
the French, they being then too powerful 
in /raly, wrote to the Duke de Yalentzinois 
to decamp from oft the Territory of Florence, 
Duke Yalentino obey'd, as ſeeing the French 
wou'd'conſtrain him to it, unleſs he did it rea- 
dily and with alacrity, But as he was the 
craftieſt Man then living, he tore the Letter 
In pieces, Without reading it out. He curſt 
his Father, and declard he would not de- 
camp. Soderini took the hint, and apprehen- 
ded that all the Grimaces of the Duke de Ya- 
lentinois only tended to hedge in Money, 


| which he durſt not demand for fear of offen- 


ding France, which Crown wou'd have com- 
pelld him to refund. Now to elude his 
Pretenſion, 
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Pretenſion, there needed no more than ma- 
king ſemblance of not underſtanding his 


meaning ; but as the ſtay of his Troops did 


more dammage in four and twenty hours, 
than theſum amounted to, with whuch he 
thougat he wou'd be content ; Soderinz made 


no d:fficulty of offering it him, nor the Duke | 


Lal-atiaois of accepting it, and dil-lodging, 
The following year, 1501, the Medic?'s 
made their fourth Eſſay on this Pretext, that 
the Florentines had caus'd their General tel 
/; to be beheaded, becauſe that baving clapt 
him up in Priſon on ſuſpition, found to be ull 
grounded, they fancy'd he was to be bereft 
of his Life, to hinder him from taking Re- 


venge. YVitelli, his Brother,had put himfelfin- | 


to a poſture of puniſhing ſo black an Ingratr 


tude, and the Souldiers flock'd irom ail fides I, 


roſecond him. He brought an Army on foot, 
which wrought no leſs terror to the Florentine, 
thanDukeYalestino's had Gone the year atore. 
And indeed Soderinz had no fooner perceiv 4 
it, than that he took a journey into Praxce, 
by which only the Tempeſt cou'd be laid. 
He obrain'd a Diſpatch to the Governour of 
Milaz, whom Lewis the 127i commanded, 
to compell YV:ze//i inſtantly to difarm, or 
marcl againſt him with all his Forces. Y 
tell; having no Martiallizd Troops, wou'd 
not ſtand the brunt, and fo pleas'd the Fe 
rentines, 
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rentines, by his Retreat,that they Created S- 
derint perpetual Dictator. 


The vexation this Created tothe Houſe of 
Medici, was ſo much the more reaſonable, 


as that Soderini pollefs'd all the qualities ca- 


pable of obitrucing their return into their 


_ Country, as long as the continuation of his 


Magiſtracy. He was Wiſe, Liberal, Mild, 
and Provident; never committed any Inju- 
ſtice ; and though oblig'd to favour the Com- 
monalty, to whom he was indebted for his 
Dignity, he ſo carcfully avoided diſconten- 
ting the Nobles, that not any Gentleman 
had reaſon to complain of him, during his 
Adminiſtration. He Correſp6nded with the 


* | Court of Rome, by the means of the Cardinal 


his Brother. But, as he put his principal 


, Confidence in the Prote&ion of the French, 


he liv'd in ſuch good Intelligence with the 
Cardinal 4” 4mboiſe, the Moſt Chriſtian King's 
Prime Miniſter, that there muſt of neceſſity 
have happen'd a general Revolt in the Dutchy 
of Milax, afore the Republick of Florence 
cou'd change Face, Nevertheleſs, not only 
the Dutchy of Milan was then ſecure, Eur 
moreover France had the moſt powerful Ar- 
my in /:aly, that had been ſeen there for ſe- 
veral Ages, in order to take the Kingdom 

of Naples from the Spaniards. EE -- 
But what plung'd the Medict's quite in de- 
Y ſpair, 
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ſpair, was the misfortune which befell the | 


Orſini's, on their account. This Warlike 
Family had engag'd it ſell ro ferve among the 
Troops, under Duke Yalextino, aiter havin 

fail'd re-inſtating that of Medici, its double 
Ally: and as this ill ſucceſs had diminiſhd 
nothing of their Amity, the Or/in?s having 
diſcover'd, that their General treated with 
the Florentines, to deliver up Pero, Giulian, 
and Cardinal de Medici, whom he had then 
in his Poſſeſſion and Power ; they being all 
three come to him upon his Word. They 
gave them notice of it by a Note, which ob- 
lig'd them to withdraw without taking leave; 
Duke Yalextipo, who expended much in 
Spies, was at length inform'd of the Cauſe, 
which had hindred him from earning a hun- 
dred thoufand Crowns, that were already 
told out at Florence, inorder to begiv'n him 


on that ſcore. And as he had reſfolv'd, wuh 


the Conſent and Connivance of his Father, 


to exterminate the moſt eminent Roman Fami- 

lies, he haſten'd to invite the Members of the. 
Orfini Clann, to the Feaſt of Senegaglia, 

Where they were ſoill advisd as almoſt all Þ 


to meet there, to periſh by a Perfidy well 
known to all the World. 
Their Deaths put the laſt hand to the un- 
dermining all the hopes Piero de Medici had 
leit for his Reſtauration, and ſo flatted his 
4 Spirits 
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Spirits i into a total Deſpondeney, that from 
_ that time forward, he ated as a Man irreco- 
verably loſt. He took Party in the French 
Army, a little afore its being diſpers'd at the 
Paſſage of Garz//azy, He look'd upon that 
Rout, as an eftect of the Diſaſters that haun- 
tep himvin all places, and wou'd needs there 
finiſh his Life. Nor was it without Vio- 
lence, that fome of his Friznds, faithſ{ul tothe 
laſt, got him to go.with tliem aboard a Vel- 
fel, carrying Artillery, wherein he ſufter'd 


J Ship-wrack at the Mouth of the River, and 
C was drown'd. His Brother the Cardinal re- 
| ceiv'd the news of his Death at Rowe, being 
I repair d thither, to Congratulate the Cardi- 
' | nal of St Perer in Bonds, upon his advance- 
10 ment to th: Popedom. He had met with 
') Þ a fainter Rece -ption than he expected from St. 
e Peter's Succetlour, after the proteſtations of 
” Friend/hip they had mutually enterchangd 
- | at Savoza, But theimpoſſivility of the good 
rol effect of any other Courſe, compell'd him 
MY to pay his Attendance, and make his Court 
"i to his Holineſs. 
or Nevertheleſs, ſo little affinity was there 
Fein their Humours, that the Cardinal de Me- 
| | dicz did quickly perceive, the Pope wou'd 
” never have any Aﬀection for his Perſon, 
en how aſliduous ſoever in his Devoirs, for that 
now his Holineſs had no other Inclination, than 


he ſoy 
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according as he found them enclin'd to War. 
Yer the Cardinal de Medici had no Talents, 
ſave for the Court, and for Intriguing, ' to 
which rhe Pope did not love that any one 
ſhou'd be addicted. | 

This is the Motive put the Cardinal Je Me- 
dici upon contriving indire& means for his 
Preferment. That. which did his buſineſs 
came from the Aſliduity he paid to the Car- 
dinal-Nephew, call'd Galeorto, much about 
his Age. He had obſerv'd this young Car- 
dinal to have no Paſſion, ſave for Luxury, 
and to be only Charm'd with what was glit- 


tering to his Eyes. He felt in his Heart a | 
like Diſpoſition; and tho' he had not the. 


means to indulge it in all its extent ; yet, 
ſtrain he did, to imitate, as much as poſſible 
this Cardinal Nephew, -and reſfolv'd at the 
ſame time, to ſupply by Neatneſs and Po- 
liteneſs, what he wanted in abundance. 

He found People who leat him Moneys, 
to make the braveſt, gentileſt Train; and 


the Equipage of Hunting, which he kept), 


had I know not what, ſo peculiar, and 
gallant, that bating two or three old Cards 
nals, whom it ſcandaliz'd, not a Perſon at 
Rome but eſteem'd him the more. No 
place of the Town aftorded better Eating 
and Treating than his Houſe ;- for tho' he 


The Secret Hiſtory of = 
for Military Virtues, and only valu'd Men 
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the Princes and Cardinals lov'd to pile and 
faggot upon theirs, the Nice found the Ra. 
00's to be moſt exquiſte upon Medicz's Board, 
Koh a Faculty had the Patrons gay, facetious 
Humours,at gentilely ſupplying to Luxury. 
But what attracted moſt People, was his 
Chamberlain, Bibzana, whoſe Match had ne- 
yer been, for entertaining of Company. Well 
enough made was he of his Perſon, and re- 
tain'd nothing of the Village, his Birth-place, 


fave the Name he bore. 


His Wit ſo pregnant in Inventions, upon 


\ whatever matters apply'd to, that thoſe who 


knew him intimately, averr'd him an inex- 
hauſtible Fountain of Joy. He made a plea- 
ſing, handſome Reception to all People, had 
everan hundred new Stories, for provoking 
Mirth and Laughter, without ever bolting 
ought, or Impious, or Low, or Immodett. 
Sometimes the Fancy took him in the midſt 
of the Repaſt, to prepare Sauces, which ne- 


p, | ver came into any Cooks head. He ſetabout 


it, and ever perform'd to the guſts, and 
contentment of the Gueſts; or that he was 
Maſter of the Art of ſoothing Peoples Taſtes, 
or that thoſe who judg'd of his Performances, 
help'd to deceive their own Palates and Judg- 


G | h E 
| ments. In a word, he ſtill furniſht, after 
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the meal was done, ingenious ways for Joy Þ 
and Recreation, for a whole Afternoon to- 
gether. 
Yer, in this, Bibiana's ropping Wit did 
not conſiſt, por was'it the moſt material Ser- 
vice thar be | C19 11s Maſter. He had the 
knack ro £nzage Perſons to lend the Card 
nal Money, gona ering them Security 
Dr repay ment,or furniſhing chem with other 
Mortgage, thanthe Scheme he had causd 
to be creed of the Cardinal dc Medici's 
Nativity, which promis'd rhis Prelate im- 
menſe Riches, and maintain'd he wou'd 
owe nothing at his Death, which prov'd 
true. Butthere was then fo little ſhadow of 
ſach a viciſſitude, that the World cou'd not 
A ſuificiently admire his own Boldnefs, and his 
x Creditors Credulity. | 
| The Learned frequented the Cardinal d: 
Medic?s Palace on another Motiye ; for tho' 
the Library of his Family had been rifl'd , yet 
it had only loſt the Manuſcripts, which the. 
King of England had caus'd to be bought of 
the French Souldiers. The rgſt clutch'd by. 
the common People, and the Suizzers, were 
redeem'd at a low rate, by Perſons affeQio- 
nate, to the Houſe of Medici, and reſtor4 to 
the Cardinal, by Soderin?'s Connivance, he 
being over-joy'd that he drew from Plorence, 
all to him belonging, that he might have, 
na 


— 
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} Þ no pretence left for returning thither. The 
” | Cardinal, after having plac'd conveniently 


; | his Manuſcripts, invited Men of Learning 
d | to come ſtudy in his Palace. They were 
* | civilly receiv'd, Perſons were at hand capable 
f of ſolving their difficulties; Conferences 


were weekly held, at which the Cardinal 
Y | often aſſiſted, and ſpoke in his turn with a - 


1 gracefulnels, as Charm'd all his Auditors. 
>| But, as his Predominant Paſſion was Mu- 
j ſick, and as he Sung, and Compos'd to admi- 


;; | ration, Conforts were kept, in which the 
4 moſt Expert endeavour'd to acquire or aug- 
- | ment their Repute. Thus his Home being 
0 | become the moſt curious Retreat in Rome, 


* {| the Cardinal Nephew meeting only in Me- 
3 } diczs Palace, his Darling Diverfions, reſor- 
1; ted thither often, and finding the Maſter's 


\ | Humour conformable to his own, ſtruck up 
® | with him a ſtrict Union and Friendſhip. He 


br told his Uncle, that the Eſteem he enter- 
o tain'd for the Cardinal de Medic:,commenc'd 


\ from a Diſcourſe he had heard him make, to 
'y 4 ſhew how a Worthy Man never wants any 


'+ | thing, provided he is not firſt wanting to 
%; | himſelf. And the mutual tye of thefe two 
Wy Cardinals became fo ſtrong, that the Popes 
Y, Nephew engag'd to promote, by all poſlible 


1 | means, Cardinal de Medzic?'s Eledtion, when 
'+,| the Holy See ſhou'd fall vacant, But he 
" Y < knew 


6 bo E: Je Secret F- ory ” * 


that he ſhou'd not be 1n a condition to per- 
| formhis Promiſe. A burning Fever, three 


years aſter, cropt him off in the Flower ofyhis . 
Age. His death fo ſenſibly afflited Cardi- | 


nal de Medici, that he wou'd have been diſ- 
confolate, but for an advantage he thence de- 
rivd, bey ond his Expectation. 
The Pope, who had an extraordinary 
tondneſs for his Nephew, fell to cheriſh ſuch 
tings as cou'd ſweeten the memory of him, 
and became more familiar with Cardinal de 
Medici. He wou'd needs have him tell him 
what they bad perform d together moſt gal- 
Jant, and ſuffer'd him inſenſibly ro make 
ſome Digrefſions upon the Reſtauration of 
his Family : Nay, he oneday told him, he 
- might endeavour it without being diſown'd, 
provided he did not expoſe his Purple, or the 


Authority of the Holy See. And the Car- 


dinal, who cou'd not then expect to obtain 
any thing more, form'd in Florence a new 
Party, by the help of his youngeſt Siſter. 
Her Name, Lucretia, and Nature had en- 
dow'd her with fo little Beauty, as put her 
ynder the conſtraint of Wedding Giacopo Sal- 
- vieti, a Perſon nor the Chief, nor the Rich- 
eſt of his Family ; but in recompence, ſhe 


abounded ſoin Wit, that ſhe infinuated her 


{elfi into the gogd Humour of all that knew 
her, 


knew not of his dying before his Uncle, and. 
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| her. She provid extraordinary pregnant, 
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and the multitude of her Children, made her 
afraid of one day wanting neceſlaries for 


{| their ſubſiſtence. The means to provide a- 
| gainſt ſuch a Calamity, was to contribute (as 


much as in her lay) to the re-cſtabliſhment of 
her Brothers, but ſhe met very great Obſta- 
cles in her purſuit of this Deſign. For her 
Husband had been one of Savanarola's In- 
timates, and his mind was ſtill prejudic'd 
with the Maximes of that Prieſt. However, 
asthere is hardly any thing, but what Wo- 
men obtain from thoſe who love thery, 
when they perſevere in their colloguing 
Importunities, Lucretia de Medici at 
laſt, entic'd Sal/vietz to att obliquely and a- 
eainſt his own Intereſts and Sentiments, and 
to folicite under-hand, - the calling back of a 
Family, which he foreſaw muſt needs, one 


| day, bereave his Country of its Free- 


dom. 

Nevertheleſs, he went ſo craftily to 
Work, as gave not the leaft hold on him; for 
whereas thoſe who had gone before him in 
this Project, had declar'd it openly, he kept 
his Game cloſe, and only Caball'd in ſuch 
manner.as todiſcredit Soderini,and thwart all 
he aim'd at having done. He found moſt of the 
Nobles1n the Diſpoſition he defir'd, and in 


[three Months ſpace, - hamper'd the Dictator 


in 
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mind of that Critical Faction. Whatever 2 
Mans Abilities might be, he was ever- put 
by, when propos'd by Soderini ; and if any 
one ſuddenly allow'd of, it was ſuch an one 
as of whom they hop'd ſuddenly to have oc- 


caſon to make Complaints, fo to. reje& up- | 
ou the Government, the Faults he commit-. 
ted. The Dictators beſt actions were. 


ill interpreted, and the leaſt aggravated be 
yond probability. They tang'd the Good, 


and added to the Bad, that ſothey might have 
rhe more dangerous ettects ;- but all this was | 


only Froth of the Sea againſt a Rock. 


Soderini only confronted Patience againſt'Þ 
ſo many Contradictions ; but this Patience” 


being ever equal, broak and ſurmounted, 
at the long run, all that joſtl'd it, He uſed 


this addreſs, of whoſe Knowledge, it would' 
be a Crime to rob the Reader. He had till” 
freſh Mea to preſent in the room of thoſe, a- I 
oainſt whom Salvieti and his Caball had 


paſt the Excluſion, and the Merit of thoſe 


Men ſo Conſpicuous, that the Malignity 
wou'd have been too palpable in reje&ing* 


them. They, as foon as in Employment, 


were moſt peculiarly ſolicitous to commit no 
Faults, as ſeeing themſelves too narrowly 
watcht; 


Ti he Sec ret. Fiftory of : | by RI ow” 
in ſuch a Perplexity, that any other than he/1 
wou'd have deſpair'd of getting rid of, The. 
Dictator propoſed not any: Perfon to the | 
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{watcht ; andwhen they had tript and blun- 
d&rd, they choie rather to be their own 
| Pfotersin Publick, than give occaſion ta 
their Adverſaries, ro heighten their Failings, 
it | by Malevolent Calumnies and Impeach- 
y | ments. 

|  Soderini proteQed them, © on hispart, with 
. | an. ingenious firmneſs ; he ever gave the 
* People pertinent Reaſons for his Condud; 
+. | he kept under-hand credible Agents enow a- 
-« | Mong the Populace, to inform him of News, 
& | according as they were buzz'd about; and 
d, hying down for Principle , that nothing 
1@ | could alter the Government of Florence, as 
« | long as the French were Potent in /zaly. He 
\} maintain'd his good Underſtanding with the 
{Majeſty of France his Miniſters, and lefc 
{lulgar Concernes, to take their wonted 
4 || courſe. Andindeed, tho! Cardinal de Me- 
24 | dict lay ſtill ar 2! and the number of 
1'Þ his Friends augmented daily at Florence, 
-11-Þ forrc'd was he co wait for a ſtronger Machine 
than his own, to ſtagger the Foundation of 
[| Soderinr's Greatneſs. 

Pope Gzulio having baniſh'd from 
his Heart the Inclination he had fo- 
| fter'd for France, above thirty years toge- 
ther, became its greateſt Enemy, and graſpr 
| at nothing leſs, chan the, rxegovering from 
that Crown, all it held beyond the Alpes. 
To 
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To execute ſo magnanimous a Project, not 4 


more fitring Miniſter had he, than the Car-] 


dinal-de Medici, as being moſt concern'd in 
\ the Defign, and the Pope fixt his Eyes on 
him to be its principal Inſtrument, by Crea- 
ting him Legate of Bologna. The Cardinal 
de Medici accepted this Commiſſion, rather 
to evade the Duns and Importunities of his 
Creditors, beginning to perſecute him, than 
_ out of any proſpect he had of Succeſs. In a 
few days after his Arrival at Bologna, he 
perform'd an important piece of Service to 
the Eccleſiaſtical State, by diſcovering a Par- 
' ty, framing to-reſtore the Bentivog/z's to the 
Poſſeſſion of that agreeable City. Then he 
fell to obſerving Soderin;, who ſeeing France 
embroild with the Church, caus'd the Fl. 
rentines to declare in favour of the Moſt 
Chriſtian King, tho' he well enough foreſaw 
the extraordinary accumulation of Trou- 
bles he was going to draw upon his Back. 

The Prench not having found a Holineſs 


hardy enough to thwart them dire&tly, fince 


Boniface the 8th, who had been ſo unſucceſs- 
ful in ſodoing, ſhew'd at firſt an irreſolution, 
as redoubled their Enemies Courage, then 


perceiving their fault,fell of a ſudden into the 
other extremity, which conſiſted in keeping 


no more meaſures with the Pope. They ac- 
cus'd him of having aſcended the Tomy of 
k.- 4 aint 
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Gaint Peter, by two irregular ways, thoſe 
of Symony and Fraud. To juſtifie the Simo- 
ny, they inſtanc'd the Benefices and Legati- 
ons promis'd in the Conclave, and giv'n af. 
ter the Ele&tion to the Cardinals, Heads of 
the Faction, and ſpecify'd the fums of Mo- 
ney which the other Cardinals had regeiv'd 
for the price of their Suffrages. 
To lay open the deceipt, demonſtrated it 
was to the ſame Pope, that the Spanz/h Car- 
dinals being ingag'd by Oath, to give their 
Votes only for him who ſhou'd be propos'd 
to them by Duke Yalentino ; the Cardi- 
nal of Sr. Peter in Bonds, that Duke's ſworn 
Enemy, had him perfuaded,' by ſuborned 
Perſons, into a Belief of his being his Father ; 
that he had had Commerce with his Mother, 
at the time ſhe ſeem'd to abandon her 
elf only to Cardinal Borgza, afterwards Alcx- 
ander the 6th, that the jealouſie this ſame 
Borgia had concew'd of him, had been the 
only cauſe of the Perſecution he made him 


| fuffer, for above ten years together ; but 


now the thing in hand, being the Creating 
another Pope, if he'd favour his Promotion, 
he'd treat him as his Son. Duke Yalentino 


| crediting what had been told him under the 


Roſe, gave fo far way, asto conſent, that the : 
Cardinals of the Fa&tion ſhou'd Elect St, Pe- 
ter in Bonds, wha fail'd not jmmediately at- 
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ter to diveſt him of all Remagna and vp 
bria, inſtead ofowning him for his Son. * 

In proceſs -of theſe Myſteries, which the 
French openly reveal'd, they form'd a Party i 
of eight Cardinals, the moſt conſiderable gf 
the Sacred Colledge. Deat Carvazal wa|® 
one, upon a Promiſe made him, of chuſinp Ia 
him, after Gzal;o was'de poſed. And Sar See |}: 
verino,who, having ever been adeclared Par. 
tizan for France, thought it an Intamy to ai 
bandon that Crown, ina Conjun@ure,when 
the Pope was th& Aggreſlor: but-the mot 
eſteenrd of all, was the Cardinal Soderixt, 
Brothi&r to the perpetual Dictator of Fs 
rence. 

This Prelate, in the common vogue, had 
all the qualities requiſite to the being a Pope, 
Learned, Serious, Bold, and Staid in all his 
ations, had ever liv'd in ſuch fort, as that 
he cou'd be upbraided with nothing of In- 
continency , diſhonouring' Giz1to's Papacy. 
And the ſeverity of Lite he affected, o2Ve 
roomto hope, that, when Pope, he wou'd. 
uſefully labour to the reformation oft Man- 
ners.Not but that he had rwoInfirmittes capa* 
ble of balancing ſo many Virtues, namely, 
Ambition, and Avarice ; but he mask'd them! 
with ſo many Precautions, that they only: 
ſeem'd a loftineſs of Sou), and an inclinati- 
on to Thriftineſs, which all the Floren: __ 
1 
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Thad the imputation* of bringing from their 
*IMothers Womb. The conſideration of his 
.. Ifrother, and his own Merits, made France 
1. Re OS Y 
ive him a- greater ſhare in its Concerns, 
0 to the other ſevin of the Faction. And 
3 their Intereſts were inſeparable, France 
had moſt influence in all to him propos'd. 
However, the fubrilty of his Wir, had made 
him diſcover a way, he judg'd infallible, for 
[the attaining his aim, if it appear'd he ſtood 
: INeuter: For, if France had the advantage, 
and the Pope depos'd, it wou'd be obligd to 
put him in his room, asqnot being able to 
ind any Subject in the Sacred Colledge, in 
whom that Crown cou'd put fo much Con- 
dence, as in him: and if the Pope remain'd 
'Conquerour, the firmneſs he ſhou'd have ex- 
- ferted, by remaining with his Holineſs (tho' 
all his Relations and Friends were in the Ad- 
verſe Party) wou'd ſerve him for a ſtrong 
Recommendation in the future Conclave. 
' Upon this Chimerical Ratiocination, Car- 
Idinal Soderinz gave the French King's Mini- 
ters, in 7taly, to underſtand, and perſuaded 
- them, that they muſt leave, at leaſt, a Trim- 
{ning Cardinal, of their Faction, at Rome, to 
have an eye to Giulzo's Condut, and to give 
ſuch true Advices, as that they might attord 
[them Credence, without fearing to be miſta- 
ken. 'Then he offer'd to be the Man, who 
ihou'd 
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ſhou'd a& ſo dangerous and difficult a part: 
Taken, was he, at his word, as imagining F 
the bare Zeal he had for France, made him 
fay it, Thus G:alio being departed Rome, ty 
£0 to Bologna, the ſeven Cardinals left him 
on the Road, and gave out, that their Inten- 
tion wasto hold a Council, after the Exam: 
ple of that of Conſtance, for the reforming in 
it the Chu: ch, in its Head and in its Mem 
bers. They wanted, for this purpoſe, a City, 
on the one ſide not too far remote from the 
Theatre of War, and on the other, ſafe from 
Surprize. And Sagerini was delir d to lend 
them that of Piſa. He ſufficiently foreſaw, 
that if he did fo, he ſhou'd render the Pope 
his irreconciliable Adverſary, and give a plau- 
ſible Pretext to other his Enemies, to gecry 
his Adminiſtration. Nevertheleſs, he did 
not one moment heſitate to-grant it, whe 
ther the Demand ſeem'd to him equally juſt 
and neceſſary, or that he was already too far 
engag'd to go back. - 

Thus the Council was conven'd at Piſa, 
And the Pope, a Pretender to Intrepidity, 
dreaded it at firſt ; but was re-incourag d by 
Antonio de Monte, the famous Lawyer, whom 
he had made Cardinal at the firſt Promoti 
on, This Monte repreſented to him, rhas 
two notable Flaws were in the Convocation 


of the ſeven Cardinals ; one, That the ww 
| 0 
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-of four Months, therein preſerib'd to all Bi- 
{hops 1n Chriſtendom, to come thither, was 
't00 ſhort; and the other, the City of Pz/a. 


Whereupon he exhorted the Pope ro avail 
himſelf of theſe two Faults, not by ſhunning 


And declining a Council, which wou'd render 


him Criminal, in the Opinion of moſt of the 
Faithful ; but by Convening another Coun- 


| al, in a place he was Maſter of, and where, 


by conſequence, nothing cou'd be decided to 
his: Prejudice. The Pope follow'd his Advice, 
and call'd, on his ſide, a Council for the year 


following, 1513, at Rome, in the Church 


of Lateran. This Action maintain'd Giulio 
in the Pontificate, by dividing the Believers 
into the uncertainty, of deferrifÞ to the one 
or other Council. Cardinal de Medici made 
admirable advantage of this, to recon- 
cile, in Tuſcany, his Friends with thoſe 
who cou'd not brook that the ſeven Male- 
content Cardinals ſhou'd draw up the Popes 
Proceſs,. He put ſo many Men in Arms 


| that the Garriſon of Florence, which guarded 


the Council, was not Tufficient to Ward and 
Target it frgm 1n{ult. | 
- The Council wrote their *Diſtreſs 
to the Moſt Chriſtian King's Miniſters, - 
in the Dutchy of Mi/a», who ſent ' them 
immediately, with 24. de Lautrec , four 
hundred Men at Arms, the briskeſt of the 
L French 
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the Houſe of Medici's Friends the occaſion, 


they had fo long waited for, to Spirit from 


Soderinis Party,, the common People of 
Florence. Their Emiſlaries made their Com- 
plaints ring from Quarter to Quarter, how, 
Soderinj,that perpetual Ditator, who boaſted 
his being ſo paſſionate for the wellfare of his 
Country, yet made-no ſcruple of delivering 
up to Strangers, a City, which the Floren: 
tines had not reduc, till after a War of eigh- 
teen years, | 

As the common People of Florence had 
been furiouſly Cock-a-hoop and Paſſionate, 
to ſee thoſf of Piſa reduced under their 
Laws, the @are apprehenſion of Lautrec' 
ſetting them again ar liberty, though falſe, 
.cancelFd the AﬀeStion they had for Soderiniy 
This change render'd the Nobility more bold, 
and made them write to the Friends they had 
in Pij/a, that they ſhou'd in no wiſe brook 
the French to be ſtrongeſt in that place, 
There needed no moretotoment a Sedition, 
from whence the Pbpe, ahd the Houſe of 
Medici derived great advantages. The Off 
cers of the Florentine Garriſon, at Piſa, after 
having repreſented to their own Souldiers, 
that their Intereſts, 'and the Honour of their 
Country, were concern'd, to be the only 
Guards to the Gouncil, they reviv'd the jea» 
louſie 


Freach Army. This re-inforcement gave. 
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ouſie.of the Citizens, by asking them in way 
of Raillery, whether it was to try the Vir- 
tue. of their ' Wives and Daughters, that 
they Quarter'd the Frexch in their Houſes. 
Thus the firſt Conteſt that happen'd degene- 
fated into a horrible tumult. The Citizens 
and Dead-payes nabb'd the French at tina- 
wares, cut em 1n pieces, and Lautrec him- 
ſelf had there loſtghis Life, but for the gene- 
roſity of the Magiſtrates Son, who diſen- 
gzg'd him fromthe midſt of a Seditious Rout, 
by whom he was ſurrounded. . 

The Council having underſtood the Hub- 
bub to be general, and that the French ply'd 
and yielded ground, wereunder apprehenfi- 


*F ons that the Seditious might deliver them to 


the Pope, and as there were no hopes for 
Mercy, if itſo happen'd, it diſlolv'd it ſelf, 
and each Member of it betook himſelf to his 


*[ Heels, flying that way where his wounded 
imagination direCted him for ſafety. The ſe 
'Ir'n Cardinals never drew Bit, till they were 


in the Dutchy of X4:1an; and the Sedition 
was appeas'd as ſoon as Piſa was clear'd of 


JSrangers. Soderini had too much experi- 


ence, not to know the Check his Authority 


»Ireceiv'd, by fo ſudden and ſo eaſt a Reyolu- 
tion. He ſet about repairing it. And fain 


wou'd he have perſuaded the Cardinals and 


"Biſhops to returnto Pi/a, where he offer'd to 


. X x have 
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have them guarded by Troops Levied in 
Tuſcany, Truſty and Loyal to him; but he 
talk'd to People, whom Fear had bereit of 
their Judgment, > 

Soderini made the Propoſal of it-; but 
Cardinal de Medic?'s Friends, having had the 
leaſure to make their Caball, treated it as ri- 
diculous. The People were alſo of Opinion, 
it to be in no wiſe for they fafety, to incur 
the Diſpleaſure of the Court of Rowe, nor 
expoſe themſelves to the thunder of the Ya. 


tican ; and the Aſſembly broke up, without 


coming-to any Reſult. - Thus the 'Councll 
was compelld, upon the Adjournment, to 
continue 1ts Seijions at Milan, while the Ar: 
mies acteq on either fide, to ſupport and. to 
deſtroy it, 

The Cardinal de Zſedici, teing Legate in 
that of the League. form'd for the Pope, 
caus'd Siege to be laid to Bologna, where the 
Bentivoglii's were newly re-inſtated. .Gaſtn 


de Foix relieved this place, by the quickel|, 


and-boldeſt Action recorded in Hiſtory, and 
fought the Battel of Ravenna, where the 
Contederate Army was defeated. 'The Car 
dinal Legate being taken Priſoner in that 
Action, gogd luck wou'd have it, that ht 


tellinto the hands of Cardinal da ſan Severi] 


| vo, performing the ſame FunCion in ths 


French Camp. Their ancient Friendihiy|' 


Was 
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was renew in that Conjundture ; '-and ſar 


Severino, more a Souldier than a Politician, 
permitted Medici toſend a Gentleman to Ce- , 
ſana; whither his Coufin Giz/io, who alrea- 
dy took upon, him the Title of the Comman- 
der de Medici, had made his eſcape. This 
Gentleman carry'd Gzu/zo a fake Conduct, 
to go and come to the French Leaguer in 


| fifety. 


The Cardinal da ſan Severino imagin'd, he 
of Medici had no other drift, than to ſend his 
Couſin to Rowe, there to ſolicite his Ranſom, 


| but this prov d a miſtake: For the Cardinal | 


de Medici toreſceing the Conſternation, the 
loſs of the Battel wou'd occaſion 1n Rome, 
intended to re-incourage the Pope, by giving 


'him to*'underſtand, by a Man of Credence, 


ſuch an one as che Commander, That: the 
Concerns of the Conquerours were in a 
worſe Poſture, than thoſe of his Holineſs. 
And fndeed, the Commander's Journey | 


was the principal Remedy 'of the Popes Af- 
fairs. His Holineſs being juſt upon 'the 


point of flying from Rome, and going to em- 
bark at O/tza, as having newly difcover'd, 


that the Zr/m/s were in treaty with the 


Prench to take him, and lead. him by main 


force tothe Council. 


The certain advices the Commander 


ovate, of the Feebleneſfs of the French, and 
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the Harangue he made oft in fullConſiſtory, 
| where the Pope wou'd have him hear, 
causd the Reſolution of ſcampering, to be 
' chang'd into that of ſetting the Army again 

on foot, . The Expedient Haas 6 by Car- 
dinal de Medici, in his Letter for the com- 
pelling the French Troops to disband, way 
approv'd jin all points, and Merits being 
known. 

He demanded an abſolute Power to be 
ſent him, to abſolve the French, who had 
fought at Ravenna, without ſpecifying the 
fruit he pretended to reap thereby, and the 
Brief accordingly was forthwith expedited, 
The Commander carried it to the Cardinal 
de Medici, who had been Conducted to Mi- 
lan; and the Cardinal was induſtriousto get 
it rumor'd among the Souldiers. ' Such as 
had tenderneſs of Conſcience, flock'd' in 
_ Crowds to receive Abſolution ; and as the 
only Pennance impos'd on them, was not to 
fall any more into the ſame Fault, the Com: 
wes began to be very thin and clear ina 
ew days. There happen'd another incon- 
venience, little leſs to be fear'd; for thoſe 
who had been abſolv'd, valuing themſelves, 


j | 


upon deſpiſing the Council, receiv'd, with 


hiſſings, the Citations made to the Pope, 
at the Door of 'the great Church. From 


hence proceeded the Intreaties, which. the 
& © 1) 1 f . 6 $ Ss : ga \ Coun-. 


| whoſe humour, prone to Tenactouſneſs, - be- 
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Council made to the Moſt Chriſtian King's 
Miniſters, to cauſe the Cardinal de 'Medici 
to paſs the 4/pes, which they did not grant, 
till conſtraind thereto. And indeed the Ge- 


*| neral of Normandy, Intendant of the French 


Army, having disbanded almoſt all the In- 
fantry, out of an unſeaſonable piece of 
Thrift, the Forces of the League being re- 
eſtabliſh'd, by a reinforcement of ſixteen 
thouſand S#izzers, which the Biſhop of $7or 
had Leavy'd upon his own Credit, in fa- 
your of the Pope, drew near the Mzaneſe 
with ſuch Alacrity and Boldneſs, as made the 
Fathers of the Council judge they were not 
n ſafety, in the Capital City of that Dutcly. 
They had permiſhon giv'n them to go into 


France,andthe ſameTroops,which ferv'd them 


forConvoy,had order to Condutt thither the 
Cardinal de Medici, This plung'd that Pre- 
late into ſo great a Melancholly, ſo much 
the deeper bottom'd, in that he cou'd ex- 
pect no leſs, than to languiſh in an eternal ' 


| impriſonment, if he paſs'd the Alpes : for as 


his Quality, and the FunCtion he perform'd, 
In the moment of his taking, induc'd thoſe 
who had him, to fet his 'Ranſome at an ex- 


Jceſſive Price, and, that beſides, his Houſe was 


fo abſolutely Ruin'd, that it had no- other 
recovery, ſave in his Perſon. The Pope, 


ng 
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him, wou'd never do it of his own accord; 
and the Cardinals Conſideration coming to 
diminiſh, a thing inevitable, according as 
he thou'd remain longer in . Priſon,. in pro- 
ceſs of time they wou'd make no more ac- 
count of him, than of a Man in his 
Urave-:.-:: 
This Motive determin'd him, by all the 
means poſſible, to ſeek the occaſion of ma- 
king his eſcape , afore conſtrain'd to pat 
the Alpes. He conterr'd abour it with the 
Abbor Bongalle, taken and left with him, in 
quality of Chamberlain, and their Reſolve 
was, the indeavouring to Corrupt ſome or 0+ 
ther to attempt their reſcue, They had, for 
this purpoſe, the Money giv'n them, for 


Certificates of Abſolution, and the ſum 


ſufficiently conſiderable ; the number of choſe 
demanding thoſe Certyficates, being ſo great, 
that the Cardinal and his Servants had 
been *conſtrain'd to- drudge at it Day and 
Night, during their abode at Mi/av. They 


had alſo ſome Rings, which the generous] 


Counteſs Branca Rangoni had accomodated 


them -withall, in their paſſage thro' Bologna j 
and the Cardinal de Medic: had, all his Life} 
long; . ſo tender an acknowledgment tor] 


this Obligation, that he thought himſelf till 
zadebted_ to that fair Lady, after having 
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ing got preſs by any Potcnrate to redeem 


made one of her Sons Cardinal, and the o- 
ther General of the Armies of the Church. 
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ut he met with, on the way, ſo few Per- 
ſons proper for the perpetrating his Deſign, 
that hearriv'd onthe brink of the Po, in the 
Territory of Florence. The Fathers of the 
Council ſtill trembling, were obſtinately 
earneſt to paſs th#River that ſame Evening, 
ſo to put it between them, and the Popes 
Men,- whom they fancy'd at their heels. 
They found Boats ready, and in they went. 
But the Cardinal de Medici dreaded paſling it, 
through a contrary Sentiment ; for he fore- | 
aw, that after his Paſſage, no more means 
wou'd there be for his eſcape. The anxiety 


Þ he lay under, gave him the grudging of a 


fever, which ſerv'd him for a pretext to 
ask of the Souldiers, who ſtaid abour him, 
the permiſſion of pailing the Night in the 
Village of Carro, ſtanding upon the River, 
on the Man fide. | 

Two things made them not deny him this 
Requeſt; the one, that the Mareſchal de 7rz- 


| mulce had ordered they ſhou'd uſe him with 


due Reſpe&t, and all poſlible Civility z the 


;] other, that the Vineyards of Carro being 
ite} much eſteem'd, the Souldiers not attending 
'I the Fathers of the Council, did not want 
| much entreaty to fup there. Thus Carginal 


ae Medici was left in; the Village ; and the 
| "Abbot 
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Abbot  Bongalle, after having had him 


put to Bed, and taken with him his Moy | 


ney and Jewels, went to find out a Gentle. 
- man of his acquaintance, call'd Rinaldo Zagj, 
at his Caſtle not far diſtant. This Za; was 


an OldCavalier,had ferv'd till grown hoary in 


his Armour, and did not retire home, till af- 
ter the French, whom he heed, were become 
Maſters of. the Dutchy of Mzlan; he had 
made ſemblance of accomodating himſelf 
with them, tlat he might enjoy in quiet, the 


beauteous Lands he polle(s'd along the Po; 


but, in reality, only waited for an occafion 
to. injure them, without ruining himſelf, 
He receiv'd very civilly the Abbot Bongalle; 
and teſtify'd much joy at the news he told 
him, that {according to all appearances) the 
French weregoing to be driven out of 7zathy, 
Bongalle finding him in fo favourable a diſpo- 
ſition, diſclos'd his Defign, withail propoſing 


Cardinal Js Medici's Reſcue, after having | 


prov'd . this Cardinal to be the Worthieſt 
Member of the Sacred Colledge, and ſo in 
reaſon to be the moſt conſider'd of thoſe, who 
pretended to the Papacy, Nevertheleſs, they 
were leading him into Fraxce, where ſure 


he was of ending his days in the ſame Pri- 


ſon, wherein Lodovico Sforza died at ten 
years end, if not ſuddenly ſnatcht from a 
{core of Drunkards, who began to guezl 
: | and 
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-/ | wou'd ſecond him, or not. 
Ithat if this Gentleman did not eſpoulſe the un- 
dertaking, no news were from himto beex- 
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and drown their Senſes in the Inn of Carre. 
The remembrance of Lodeyico Sforza, whoſe 


Menial Servant Zadzi had been, reviv'd his 
averfionto France, and the eaſineſs of faving 
the Cardinal de Medici, fluſhrt him with 


wy the deſire. 


| Nevertheleſs, he did not poſitively en- 
page, and gave no other promiſe to the Ab- 
bot Bongalle, but of going to Communicate 
the buſineſs fo a Gentleman, call'd Vikmbar- 
dj, his Neighbour and intimate. Friend, tho' 
he had ſided with France, That if Yifmm- 
lardi wou'd be of the Party, they two to- 

ether-ſhou'd be ſtrong enough, with their 
Domeſlicks, to reſcue the Cardinal de Med;- 
© and wou'd not fail of undertaking 'it ; 
but if that Gentleman refusd him his Aſſi- 
ſtance, it was not to be hoped he wou'd 
hazzard alone, a Reſcue of that Conſe- 
quence. 
| The Abbot Boxgalle was little fatisfy'd, 
vith ſeeing the liberty of his Patronremitted 
tothe Caprice of a Man of a contrary Fati- 
on, However comply'd, for want of a 
better Expedient, and only askt Za#i, by 
what means he raight know if Fiſmbards 
Zadi reply'd, 


[6-Fe9, but that 1t he did, he wou'd fend him 
word 
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ward, for a token, by a young Boy, that al! 
was ready, Bongalle return'd to Cardinal 
de. Medici, torender him an account of what 
he had done, and gave him not fo much 
Hope asFear. Zat#z, on his ſide, found Y;- 


ſimbardi far from the delign, he 'meant 


to inſpire into him. Nevertheleſs, he re- 


preſented to him with ſo much efficacy, that 


affairs were ruin'd, that no meaſures were to 
be kept with People flying and ſcampering, 
and that Wiſdom requir'd the reconciling 
ones felt with the Conquerours, by rendring 
theman eminent piece of Service, that Y:- 


ſrmbardi gave way, and promisd Zad; to] 


meet him about one a Clock at Night, with 
all. the Friends and Domeſticks he could 
oet together. | | 
Zatti return'd home to make ready, ' and 
commanded a young Boy: to goto the Inp of 
Carro, ask for the Abbot Bongalle, and tell 


him, all was ready. The Lad, on. the way, 


forgot half of his Commiſton,and remembred 


nothing-more, when come to the lan, fave] 


asking to ſpeak with the Abbot, without ad- 
ding any proper name : The Perſon the 
Child ſpoke to, was a French Pedee, who 


hearing him mention an Abbot, imagin'd 


him to be the fame, to whoſe care the 
Fathers of the Council, upon their paſling 
the Po, had recommended the Cardinal 
G | Medici 
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Noiſe, or receiving any Notice, 
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Medici. They had conjurd him not to fuf- 


fer him out of ſight, and to make him paſs 
the River very early ; for that intent the 
Souldiers of the Guard had a moſt peculiar 


| Order to obey him. 


The French Boy calls this Abbot ; and the 


| Child, not knowing Boxgalle, believ'd it to be 


the ſame then pretent, thought he was to 
do his Meſſage, and tell him, A// was rea- 
S. Then wou'd the Lad have gone his 
ways, but the Abbot he had ſpoken to, not 
knowing what he meant, ſtaid him, and askt 


| tim ſeveral queſtions, which he dia not ſo 


handſomly clear, tho' he pretended to come 
from a poor Peaſant, whom he call'd his Fa- 
ther, but that the French Abbot ſuſpe&ed 
ſome Myſtery. 

- Hecommanded the Souldiers to redouble 


their Vigilance, for the guard of their Priſo- 
| ner, and went himſelf to find out the Ferry- 


Men that they might make ready to carry 


'over the Cardinal at break of Day, while 


the Cardinal and his Chamberlain were un- 
der ſtrange diſquiets. As they had had no 
inkling of the little Boys adventure, they 
conceiv'd Zadt to have faild in his word to 
them, or that Yifmbardz retusd to fecond 
him. They deſpair'd of their delivery, after 
having ſpent the Night without hearing any 
Andit was 
not 
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not fo much with a ſet deſign, as through 4 
kind of retchleſneſs, which Perſons fall in I 
whendeſtitute of all hopes that the Cardi: [{l 
nal de Medici was ſtill myting in his Bed, [® 
when fummon'd to make ready to paſs the'|© 
River. Up got he, mounted his Mule, gave for 
his BenediQtion to the Paſſengers, thronging If 
to receive it at the Inn door, and ſo ſufter'd th 
them to lead him where they liſted. W [1 
The two fore Feet of his Mule were alref |? 
dy in the Boat, when he heard a noiſe behind |® 
him, which -made him turn his head. *Twas [Ml 
Zadti with Yiſimbardi, who came full Gal- * 
lop, crying, Liberty. They ſurrounded the [' 
Cardinal to preſerye him from danger, du- |. 
ring the Conflia, which they expeCted to be G 
ſharp; but the Frexch ſeeing the Match une J® 
qual, choſe rather to abandorPÞ a Priſoner, of 
whom it was no longer poſſible for them to *! 
keep, and throw themſelves into the Boat, Hl 
juſt at hand, than to engage in a Combat, I" 
to them unprofitable,even tho' attended with of 
Succeſs. PÞ 
Thus Za#; and his Companion remain'd 
Maſters of the Cardinal's Perſon, and not. 
daring to take him home to their own Houſes, |? 
where they expetted ſearch to be made; Yi-P 
fimbard; urg'd the Conducting him to Barna: P*. 
bo Malaſpino's Caſtle, as being a place near &- 
© nough the State of Genona, for them rhere 
to | 


| 
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to take Refuge, in caſe of purſuit. Male/pi- 
1 being their Friend, at firſt made them a- . 
kind Reception ; but after they had told him 
4 |their buſineſs, and thew'd him the Cardinal 
1 (de Medici, then in diſguiſe, and paſſing only 
for a Cavalier of their Train; then Maleſpina 
"0 put on a more ſerious look, remonſtrated to 
5 [them their Imprudence, ip having ventur'd 
| [their Lives and Fortunes, to fave a Perſon, 
& [1o.them indifferent ; accus'd them of comi 
1g {only to his Houſe, to render him the Coth- 
as [lice of their Crime, and uſing them as E- 
aj. [nemies, ſent them ſurlily away, after , ha- 
he [ing taken from themrhe Cardinal deMedici, 
1. | He ſhut up the Cardinal in a Tennis- 
be | Court, till ſuch time as he had receiv'd direCti- 
6. (ons from the Mareſchal 7rimalce, Governour 
or of Milar, for Frauce, what courſe to take 
«6, {vith the Priſoner Fortune had put into his - 
at! Hands. 7rimwlee receiv'd Maleſpina's Courier 
2+ [18 the very time, that two French Souldiers, 
iþ [the number of thoſe who had been puſh'd 
by theConfederateArmy at thePaſs of Mznczo, 
4 Pad put Milan into a Confternation, by di- 
\ot ('ulging, that the Enemy wou'd be ſudden- 
cs I!) af the Gates, The maſchiet prov'd much 
7; eater than reported, for that the French 
1. Amy, after this defeat, deſpairing of re- 
| @. [aning Milan, marchd away towards the 
ere [4{prs : So as Trimulee had no- more ms 
ures 
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ſures to keep with People that abandon{g]f 
him, notwithſtanding .he* had facrific'd all E 
for them. He wrote a Letter: to Maleſpina,ſ u 
to adviſe him to makea Friend of the Car-| 
dinal de Medicz, by letting him go, provided 
hedid it with ſuch Cautions, as not to ſeem v 
the- having contributed to his Eſcape. - »''F t 
Maleſpina tollow'd this Council, and went] h 
by night to the Cardinal de Medici, in the i 
Tennis-Court, let him know the importance 
of the Service he meant to do him, and agreed||tl 
with him that-one of his Servants ſhould open 
the door,and keep himCompany.,thar MaleſpaJha 
#4 might rumour it abroad, the Cardinal hadſin 
Corrupted him.The thing paſs'd as proje&ted; [Al 
but the Cardinal went not far without falling {ec 
into the Banditz/'s hands, who diſmounel& 
him,took what Money he had,and kill'd Ms 
- leſpina's Servant for ſtanding on his defence, ſt 
Then the Cardinal wander'd alone up andÞſt 
down the Fields, without wiſting where he 
was, till he mer a Curate, who knowing himJat 
led him into his Presbytery, made him the 
beſt Cheer hecou'd, and lent him his Marti 
to carry him as far as Plaiſanza. Þ 
He arrivdat that City a moment after or 
had put it ſelf,of its own proper motion,undetÞ- « 
the Popes Obedience; infomuch that thiſ% 
Cardinal de Medici, who entred in diſguiſeaPer 
laid hold of the Conjunfture to make _ Fer 
elſ* 
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vd-felf known, and took upon him again the 
all] Badges of his Legation. He diſpatcht the moſt 
#2,| urgent affairs, and departed immediately after - 
ir-| for Bologna, with a ſufficient Convoy. There 
ed he found the Inhabitants buſy'd with dri- 
:m| ving out the Bextzvog/rys, and 1n ſetting up 
[the Arms of the Church. They accepted 
ent] him for their Governour, till the Pope 
the] ſhou'd otherwiſe Decree. He receiv'd the 
nee} Bull of it with ſo much the more joy, as 
cd that Fortune cou'd not ſend him an Employ 
pen more commodious, to lye at catch for his 
ph families re-eſtabliſhment in Florence. And 
hat indeed the Deputies of the Pope, of - the 
ed; [king of Spa, and of /taly, being afſemb- 
lingh|edat MHanroua, to regulate the Revenge to 
wel inflicted on thoſe who had alliſted the 
MalFrench ; Giuliano de Medici being ſent thi- 
nc iter by the Cardinal his Brother, demanded 
andjermiſſion to return into his Country. So- 
" hefſerin; had foreſeen this Requeſt, and dif- 
himJfatcht his Brother to Mantoza, to diſappoint 
| theſi® Thus the affair being of Conſequence, 
Aargnd the Parties preſent, they were allow'd 
Jt debate their Pretenſons in Publick, be- 
ter itÞore the Deputies of the League. 
nder}” Giz/zano de Medici maintain'd, that the 
t theſforentines ought to be treated as Diſtur- 
uiſedPers of the Peace of 7raly, and undergo the 
himFenalties ordaind by the Roman - Law, 
ſell * A againſt 


_ 
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againſt the Diſſerters of the common Cauſe, 
ſeeing they had fent Succours to the aſli- 
{tance of the French, in the Land of Mzlay, 
Soederin;s brother, being a great Lawyer 
anſwer'd pertinently to the Accufation, and 
rencer'd it ridiculous He own'd the point 
in iſſue, but ſhow'd a Treaty the Floren- 
tines liad concluded, long afore, with the 
French, tor thegiving one another mutually 
a IimittedSuccours,it needed by 7x/cany on one | |, 
ſide, and the Dutchy of X1an on the other, | 5; 
He added, that the Spaniards, holding the | y 
firſt Rank in /taly, after the Pope, had fo] 
little thought this Treaty prejudicial to them, Þ,, 
in what related to the Kingdom of Naples, | þ 
that the Republick of Florence had thereunto| c. 
conſented. And how it was, by virtue off, 
this Treaty, that the Great Captain had re- 
ceiv'd Cavalry from Florence, when he dif-Ic, 
puted the Paſsat Garz/an; that with excepÞG; 
tion to the Articies ſtipulated in thoſe twoſy, 
Treaties, the Floreatines had 1inviolably ob-[y, 
ſerv'd the Neutrality, that their Colours hadſ,,, 
neither been unfoided in the Army of Gaſton|},, 
de Feix, nor in that of Marſhal de /a Palicey;r 
and that tne two Parties had been equally rey, 
ceiv'd and furniſh'd with Proviſions, in thelt 102 
paſſage through 7 uſcazy. toy 
Theſe Realons were concluding, princizþye. 
pally in regard of the Spaniards, the princihhe 
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pal Judges in the Caſe. And *tis not doub- 
ol bur that Soderin?'s Brother haid gain'd 
his Cauſe, if he had ſpoke before Judges as 
diſ- intercſſed, as they were Intelligent. But 
| | x5 they had todo with Souldiers, who knew 
1 

; 


not how to do Juſtice, without thereby rea- 
ping Profit, one of his Friends, advis'd him 
© | under-hand, not totrult ſo abſolutely in the 
7 | merits'of his Cauſe,that this ſhou'd hinder him 
ie fromdiftributing,in theAſlembly,theGold and 
I. | Silver he had brought along from Plorence. 
He ſlighted the Advice, and repartee'd, that 
{| if he did it, his Brother wou'd have reaſon to 
M, }txhim with Prodigality, and upbraid him, 
es, | that he had had a very ill Opinion of his 
WJ Cauſe, fince he had offer d to Corrupt his 
ol judges. 
It Giuliano de Medici did not follow the ſame 
di] Courſe, and pour'd out whole handfuls of 
Gold, which the Cardinal His Brother had 
gr borrow'd trom the principal Citizens of Bo- 
bgna. The Aſſembly was almoſt wholly 
» cmpos'd of Deputies of the States of 
aſton Italy, and of Spaniſh Colonels, who ha- 
icing loſt their Equipages, at rhe Battel of Ra- 
Y Iver, were contriving to ſet themſelves up 
thelt Pain, and were not affected with the Gene- 
Fous Sentiments, that wou'd have made Im- 
1NCÞreffion upon the Vice-Roy of Naples, and 
rinci| ie Governour of Mi/av, who had ſent them. 
pal] AAla2 Inſomucy» 
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Inſfomuch that Gizliavo de Medici taking 


them by their weak ſide, perſuaded them, 
that the affair in agitation, was a thing of 


Grace, and not of Juſtice, and got trom_ 


them a Sentence, in form of Proſcription, a» 
gainſt the Republick of Florence, tho' they 
had declar'd, two hours afore, to Soderini's 
Brother, that nothing cou'd be more unjuſt, 
than the Pretentions of the Medzcz. 

Soderini having receiv'd the News of it, 
did not loſe time, in declaming againſt his 
Brother's Imprudence and Parcimony. He 
took out what was moſt precious in the Pub- 
lick Treaſury, and putting it into the Hands 
of hisprincipal Confident, call'd Giovanni Gia- 
copo Albizzi, ſent him to Raymond of Cardon- 
#a, Vice-Roy of Naples, to indeavour, by 
all means, the obſirufting the Execution of 
the Sentence. Cardonna was a Man not of a 
humour to violate Equity, wien the Orders 
of the Catholick King, his Maſter,did not en- 
force him to it. He had diſapprov'd the 
Reſult of the Aſſembly of Mantoua, and made 
ſo kind a Reception to Soderini's Envoy, as 
conceivd a jealouſie in the Cardinal d& Me- 
dici, who had ſpyes about that Vice-King, 
and made him not doubr, but that he wou'd 
thwart them, if the affair depended on him. 
And nevertheleſs, eafie was it to ſee that he 


wou'd be Maſter of the buſineſs, 1a caſe the 


leaſt 


leaſt protracted. Wherefore neceſſary was 
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it to induce thoſe who had newly proſcrib'd 
the Florentines to depart immediately, togo 
themſelves execute the Proſcription, and Giu- 
liano de Medici diſpos'd them to it, by new 
Preſents. The Duke of Attio and Petro de 
Padillo,who had beenCorrupted,march'd thi- 
ther the Spazi/b Infantry, and the Pope's 


| Troops had orders to follow them. 


The Duke of bin, the Pope's Nephew, 
Commanding theſe Forces, had more Inte- 
reſt to buoy up Soderivj, who cou'd not in- 
jure him, than re-eſtabliſh thoſe who did not 
love him. He pradtis'd all imaginable ſhifts, 
to diſpenſe his obeying the Pope, his Uncle, 
he causd the Artillery to be naild, 
and wou'd needs impioy his Souldiers in ſome 
other expedition. But the Or/inz's led him 
thither againſt his will, and the Spanzords 
being engag'd in the Siege of Prato, where 
they met with a vigorous Detence; two Foot 
Souldiers obſerv'd a Defect in the Wall, and 
ſhew'd it to their Companions, who there 
forc'd the Place. All in it underwent Fire 
and Sword ; and the news being carry'd to 
Florence, occaſion'd there a pannick Terror. 
To remedy which, Soderini went himſelf to 
the Houſes, and had thoſe ſeiz'd whom he 
ſuſpeAted of Correſpondence with the Med:- 


\| ci, The Tumult increaſing, compell'd him 


to retire from the Guild-Hall to his own 
Aa 3 Houſe, 
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into Dalmatza. : 
The Medicis made their entrance into 


Florence, as in Triumph, and ſeizing on the 


Publick Treafure, diſtributed the better part 
of it to the Troops that follow'd them, and 
paid their Debts with the reſt. They diſpos'd 
of the Government,according to their Fancy, 
and convening the People, oblig'd them to 
aboliſh all that had been done, during the 
eighteen years their Exile had laſted. Then 
they preſented to them ſeviaty Perſons, 
 ſuchas were at their Devotion, to ſupply the 
Magiſtracy ; and' out of this number was tt, 
that the two Supream Councils were choſen, 
the one of eight Senators, who ſhou'd Judge 


thenceforward, and without farther Appeal. 


of Properties and of Lite; and the other 
Ten, who ſhou'd reſolve the Afﬀtairs of Peace 
and War. They re-eſtabliſh'd rhe Charge 
of Gonfalioniere to be officiated, during two 
Months only, and the firſt they conferr'd it 
on, was their Brother in Law Rido/fl, who 
not daring to a&t overtly againſt Soderints 
Friends, remaining in the City, devis'd retro- 
ſpeQing their paſt Conduct, ſo to fright 
them, and incline them to ſeek, . of their 
own Ele&tion, another abode. The moſt con- 
. fiderable of thoſe he perſecuted, was the Ce- 

lebrated Nzcolo Machiavelli, This worry 


Houſe, where, putting on a diſguiſe, he fled 


| 
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I ful Genius was not of mean - Birth, but had 


wanted Education, He-knew fo little Latiy, 
that in writing upon 7itus Livins, it is evi- 


| dent he did not well underſtand the Text he 


alledges, nay, and ſometimes takes it in a 
wrong ſenſe. As to the Greek Tongue, he 
knew not ſo much as how to read it ; but'he 
had the happineſs to ferve for an Amnranuenſts 
to the Learned Marcelio Virgile, who made 
him extract what was moſt Quaint in good 
Authors, and gave him fince occaſion to en- 
chaſe in his own Works, the fineſt ſfiroaks of 
Plutarch, of Lucian, and other the Maſter- 
pieces of the Greek Tongue, which are found 
therein,ſo delicately:Tranſhated.Y et was he not 
wanting togive an Idea, after his Mode, of a 


Prince, of a Senator, and a Souldier. As he 


had a Libertine Wit, and that his Manners 
vere diſſolute,heever lov'd the AnarchicalGo- 
vernment, and favour'd only that of Demo- 
cracy,ascoming nearer Anarchy than the reſt. 
He was of all the Factions that were hatcht in 
his time, againſt the Medici, and Ridelfi ha- 
ving Convicted him of having been concern'd 
n that of their Exile, caus'd him to be taken, 
and put to the Rack, to make him reveal his 
Accomplices.He indur'd it with an obſtinate fi- 
lence ; and Cardinal JeMedici not having con- 
ſented, without regret, to hisbeing tortur'd, 
caus'd him to be inlarg'd, and fora reparation, 

Aa 4 order*d 
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order'd him-to have a great Penſion from the | 
' Publick, in quality of Hiſtoriographer. -. 

Thus Machiavel! wrote the eight Books 
we have of the Hiſtory of his Country, whoſe 
ſtile is ſo blooming and CorreCt,that it's tax'd 
with being too Finical and Tawdry. And 
principally in this, Boccacio's eaſineſs and ſoft 
Liberty, has gat of him the Preference. His 
Narration is tometimes Malign and Satyri- 
cal ; and Marc-Muſurus convincd him of it 
ſo clearly, that. he durſt not anſwer him, 
They will needs have too, that he has flat- 
ter'd his Country-men, and exaggerated their 
Noble Actions ; but I do not perceive that 
they have plainly ſhewn wherein and how, 
_ Hisgreateſt misfortune lay, in his not be- 
ing able to rid himſelt of the Inclination he 
had for Liberty, and of having il] practis'd the 
preceptsof diſlimulation he gave to others, 
He bolted now and then, even 1n lus Hiſtory, 
Teſtunonies of Admiration for Brutus and 
Caſſius, a thing odd and unſeafonable, in a 
Man deſignedly ſet to write, in order to 1t- 
ſinuate into Peoples minds, rhe Dominion of 
the Medici. Nevertheleſs, his allowance was 
continued to him, having found the Secret ol 
pleaſing the Cardinal de Medici, in diverting 
him with admirable ſtrokes and fallies of the 
fineſt Raillery, which he invented to admi- 
ration, upon all ſorts of Subjects. 


One 
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.- One day that he counterfeited the Ge- 
'| ftures gand irregular Deportments, of fſorfie 


of the Florentines, the Cardinal told him rhey 
wou'd appear-very ridiculous upon the Stage, 
in 2 Comedy made in imitation of that of 
Ariſtophanes. There needed no more to ſet 
Machiavell to work upon Cl:tia, wherein the 
Parties he meant to ridicule, are drawn fo 
to the Life, that they durſt not be angry,tho” 
they aſſiſted at the firſt repreſentation of the 
Piece, for fear of augmenting the publick 
laughter, by betraying themſelves. The Car- 
dinal Je Medici was to Charm'd with it, that 
being afterwards Pope, he caus'd the Decora- 
tion ofthe Theatre, the Habits, and the very 
Ators themſelves, to be removed to Rome, 
that ſo he might afford his Court the Diverſi- 
onof thar Play. 

Machiavell found this turn to account,and 
receiv'd extraordinary Gratifications from 
Pope Leo, till that the Conſpiracy of Ajacerz 
and of Almanni, to ailailinate all the Medic?'s 
being diſcover'd, they had violent tokens, of 
ts not. being contriv'd without Machiavell;'s 
Participation ; but he had gone fo lily to 
work, that nothing cou'd be prov'd upon hin, 
They durſt not ſo muchas apply him to the 
Torture, well knowing he wou'd endure it, 


- | without making any Difcovery. They con- 
| **nted themſelves with diſcrediting him, and 


abandoning 
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abandoning him to the miſery a man is re. 
duced, having ſpent all. He lay under the Im: 
putation of a Profligate Wretch, and an A- 


himſelf, made what was faid of him, gene- 
tally believed to be but too true. He unwit- 
lingly occaſion'd his own Death, by taking 
out of Prevention a Medicine, which ſtifld 


ceive the Sacraments, till after being con- 
rained ſo todo by the Magiſtrates. 


The End of the Fifth Book. 
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theiſt, And the little care he took to purge 


him, but I have not found that he wou'd re- | 
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three Months return'd to Florence, 
when the Death of Pope Gzalzo the 
Jcond oblig'd him to leave that place, inor- 
er for his repairing to Rome, He made his 
ourney in a Litter, by reaſon of an Impo- 

ume he had 1 in thoſe parts, which Modeſty 
forbids 


(Pen de Medici had not yet been 
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forbids mentioning, and travell'd ſo lowly; 
that the Pope's Obſequies were already per«fhro 
form'd, and the Conclave begun, before hisI#fe 
&rrival. He remembred Marcileo F:cino, highly i 
Father's intimate Friend, who had ErectedJfh 
his Scheme,. at the moment of his Barth, [yi 
and had ſeveral times affirmed him to be, 
born under a Conſtellation, promiſing himſthe 
the Papacy. But this Predi&tion had not fof 
ſtrongly affected him, as that of Frafmuy hor 
the famous German Aſtrologer, who an houſyef 
before the Cardinal de Medici entred thefyr 
Conclave, fignify'd to all the Cardinals there Gr; 
that to no purpoſe was it for them to reneF}ut 
their Intrigues, and that intallibly not aJma 
Man of them ſhou'd be Pope. The Faithiulſya 
Bibiana wou'd needs be the Cardinal de Mena 
dicz's Conclaviſt, and ſerv'd him with fofhþl 
much the more application, that his principale 
Talent lay for the Negotiation in hand, andſſt 
indeed no hard matter was it for him, to gail; 
for his Maſter the Suftrages of two forts aſſt 
Cardinals, who duriſt not hope to be choſen;ye; 
one ſort, becauſe they were ſuſpected ro thin 
Sacred Colledge, as being iſſu'd from Sovethiy 
raign Houſes ; and the other, by reafon fear 
their two green Youth, and the little Accoutlſyo 
they were in, as to what concern'd the tum 
lection. As the Cardinals of Arragon ſhot 
Gonzaga, Sion, Corneli, Sanli, and Pe he 
- Som 


the Elouſe of Medicis. 365 
ly;Kome alſo of the Pretenders were there, who 
er-fhromis'd him their Votes, on condition that _ 
his Medici wou'd give them his, in caſe they on- 
hisfly wanted it to have the number ſufficient. 
tedJThe firſt put to the Vote, was Cardinal Rj- 
th, Iivio, 2nd his Cabal was fo much the more 
beljowerful, in that almoſt all thoſe, who ow'd 
umſtheir Promotion to Sixtas the 4th, declar'd 
t ofn favour of his Nephew, either that they 
"#,fhop'd to ſhare among them ſo many rich Be- 
ourJrefices falling vacant, by Riarzo's Exaltation, 
thefor that they meant thereby to teſtifie their 
cg Gratitude to the memory of their Benefactor, 
KV JBut two invincible Obſtacles quickly chec- 
t 4Imated Rzarzo's Fortune; one, that the 
hiWfroung Cardinals were afraid this old Genoeſe, 
MJmaking Profeſſion of living auſterely, wou'd 
1 f blige them to reform the Luxury, wherein 
1Palthe rwo fore-going Popes had futjer'd them 
and bo bask ; the other, that nor one of the Old 
2Uf{piring Cardinals, cou'd be prevail d with, 
S dffito favour him with his Suftrage, ſo fully 
e;Ivere they perſuaded, thar he needed but 
tne or two Voices to make up the two 
ovegttirds. The eddineſs they ſhew'd, in not 
n Afonſenting to the Exaltation ot any of the 
oulfloung, made the Y oung koi, 4n their turn, 
e blimore (trick Combination among themſelves, 
alot to give their Votes to tlie Ancients, and 
aMecauſe they mult agree among themſelves, 
ot to 


© 
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to avert the Publick Odium, they reſign] 
their Pretenſionsto Cardinal de Medic; oa 

They ſufter'd their Fation to make-a No 
noiſe, as ſoon as formed, and an hour |! 
after, known was it throughout all the Con. Jt 
clave, that there wou'd be a young Pope, or [it 
none atall. Endeavours were uſed to difu. J!v0 
nite them, and he whoſer moſt Wheels a go- ful 
ing, to bring this about, was Cardinal $i. | 
derini, who had ſuch juſt Cauſes to obviate It 
his moſt formidable Adverfaries becoming his 10c 
Maſter. But finding among them. a too lor 
good underſtanding, and knowing beſides | 
the weakneſs of the Ancients, he did not I 
doubt, but what he moſt dreaded wou'd j® 
come to pals. Flac 

I have already noted Cardinal Soderirs to [V 
have been both the moſt Crafty and Self in- fl 
tereſſed of wll the Sacred Colledge ; and Bi: PV 
biana knowing this defect, attack'd him we 
there. He lur'dhim with hopes of an efta- Jl 
bliſhment for his Brother, az advantageousÞ?' 
as that of Florence, and propos'd the Ally-Ft 
ance of the Houſe of Me1ici with that of So 
derini, by the Marri:ge of Soderini's Niece, | 
with the Cardinal 4: Medicr's Nephew. So | 
derini found th's ofier to his advantage ; and V: 
the Sureties caving been giv'n on both ſides, al 
he fortify'd ::1e young Cardinals -Party, byF 
Joining ir with thoſe of his own Faction. -P! 
Thus: 
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44 Thus ſtood the Aﬀeair, when the Cog- 
tdave was fill'd with Terror, by ſlipping in a 
x Noteto it, written from good Hands, inti- 
1 | mating, that the Cardinals,who had conven'd, 
11nd held the Council of P/a, from whence 
they were forced to. ſhift into Fraxce, had 
-Jtook Shipping at Thoulon, and were coming 
0 fill fail to enter the Conclave, before the 
0, [leRtion was over. ' Certain it was, that 
its their arrival wou'd create great Troubles, 
his [10d break all the meaſures taken by Bi4:ana, 
a9 for the Promotion of Cardinal Je Medicz, 
Jes [(xcauſe that, on the one fide, the Cardinals 
1ot Joming from France, had been Excommuni- 
ig Jated and Degraded by the late Pope, who 
Fhad declar'd his Reſolution, to have them 
to Jpurn'd before the Church of St. Peter, if they 
ins {ſl into his hands ; on the other ſide, as they 
Bj. fvere Old Cardinals, they fore-ſaw that 
im {heir Co-Brothers, to fortifie their FaCtion, 
&a. find render it, by a new Addition, ſuperiour 
aus [0 that of the Young, wou'd by all means 
ly- ktthem info the Conclave. And in order 
5. [the taking off the Cenſures, and reſtoring 
ce, [ſem, wou'd uſe the abſolute Power, which 
the Conclave pretends to have, during the 
and [Vacancy of the Holy See, which wou'd in- 
des, [llibly cauſe a Schiſm. It muſt needs be 
byl nd that never was Conclave fo much at a 
Plunge, as this wou'd have been, had the 
'hus Cardinals 
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Cardinals, they expeCted,come. But Prov. || 
dence, that deſtin'd the Papacy to Cardinal | 
de Medici, eluded their Purpoſes by a furious 
ſtorm, which ſeiz'd them at their very put. | | 
ting out of the Port of 7houl/on, and ſutterd | 
them not to go on ſhoar, in any of the [h 
places rhey defir'd to touch at, and left them 
not, till atter having ſplit their Ships, and | 
thrown their Perſons upon the Coalt of Piſa, Ii 
where the Magiſtrates were devoted to the 
Cardinal Je Medicz. Theſe Magiſtrates knew 
that their Patron wou'd not be choſen, if the 
Oid Cardinals got this new re-inforcement, 
and for the preventing it, they ſeiz'd their; 
Gueſts, under the Shams of conſulting their 
Preſervation, and the Security of the 
Town. 

They gave them to underſtand, that their Jl 
Heads had been ſetat a Price ; and that as 
Tuſcany was very much inteſted by the Ban- 
dittis, there wou'd be People greedy enough 
of the two thouſand Crowns, that had been 
promisd to whoever ſhou'd bring their 
Heads to Rome, as to way-lay them with a 
defign to kill them, if they undertook their|Þvr 

Journey before the new Pope, upon the point Þy 
of being Ele&ted,, had moderated his Prede- If 
cellors Sentence againſt them. Little did it Po 
avail the ſevin Cardinals to declare, thatPur 
they wou'd run the riſque of that, and thenet 

proteſt| 
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proteſt againſt the Violence done them, and 
of the Right of Nations violated in their 
us | Perſons; they were penn'd up in a Houſe, 
1 | furrounded'with ſtrong Guards, 
rd Notwithſtanding all this, the Conclave 
he | had not ended yer a while, "cauſe the young 
2m Þznd old Cardinals perfiſted in an equal Ob- 
nd | ftinacy, withour an odd Adveature, which 
ſa, [made them jump in an Accord. Cardinal de 
the P Medic; being extraordinarily agitated with 
ew [the number of Viſits he made exch Night, to 
the Jall the Cardinals of his FaQtion, his Im- 
nt, Jpoithume open'd, and the purulent matter 
eir [iſſuing thence, exhall'd ſuch a ſtink, as in- 
eir Jſted all the Cells, ſeparated only by light 
the Jloards. The old Cardinals, whoſe Tempe- 
ament being leſs capable of reſiſting the Ma- 
it Flign imprefſions of ſo Corrupted an Air, con- 
as Plvlted the Phyſicians of the Conclave, about 
ans [the Courſe they were to take; and the Phy- 
zgh Ffcians ſeeing the Cardinal Je Medici, and 
een judging of his Conſtitution, rather by the 
heir ill Humours that ifſu'd trom his Body, than 
h af the vigour of Nature in ſending them 
heir Jorth, antwer'd, aſter they had been bribed 
oint Þy Bibiana's Promiſes, that the Cardinal de 
ede- [Medici had not a Month longer to live. This 
d it Poom made him Pope, in that the Old Car- 
thatÞinals, thinking themſelves much Cunnin- 
thenſer, than the Young, . were Willing to 1n- 
teſt | Bb dulge 


put to Bed, and taken with him his Moy 


ney and Jewels, went to find out a Gentle. 


- man of his acquaintance, call'd Rinaldo Zagj, 
at his Caſtle not far diſtant. This Zat#z was 


an OldCayalier,had ferv'd till grown hoary in 


his Armour, and did not retire home, till af- 
ter the French, whom he heed, were become 
Maſters of. the Dutchy of Mzilan; he had 
made ſemblance of accomodating himſelf 
with them, that he might enjoy in quiet, the 
beauteous Lands he poſle(s'd along rhe Po ; 
but, in reality, only waited for an occafion 
to. injure them, without ruining himſelf, 
He receiv'd very civilly the Abbot Bongalle, 
and teſtify'd much joy at the news he told 
him, that (according to all appearances) rhe 
French were going to be driven out of 7taly, 
Bongalle finding him in fo favourable a diſpo- 
ſition, diſclos'd his Deſign, withall propoſing 


Cardinal de Medic?'s Reſcue, after having | 


prov'd .this Cardinal to be the Worthieſt 
Member of the Sacred Colledge, and ſo. in 
reaſon to be the moſt conſider'd of thoſe, who 
pretended to the Papacy, Nevertheleſs, they 
were leading him into France, where fure 
he was of ending his days in the fame Pri- 
ſon, wherein Lodovico Sforza died at ten 
years end, if not ſuddenly ſnatcht from a 
{core of Drunkards, who began to gay 
| ” an 


346 The Secret Hiſtory of "" 


0 
b 
k 
V 
t 
d 
P 
: 
v. 


i 
Wis 


"the Zhooſe of 'Medicis. Y 347 


Yard drown their Senſes in the- Inn of Carre. 
The remembrance of Lodoyico Sforza, whoſe 
I Menial Servant Zad#z had been, reviv'd his 


averfionto France, and the ealineſs ot ſaving 
the Cardinal de Medici, fluſht him with 


the deſire, 


| Nevertheleſs, he did not poſitively en- 
gage, and gaveno other promiſe to the Ab- 
bot Bongalle, but of going to Communicate 
the buſineſs fo a Gentleman, calld Yilmbar- 
di, his Neighbour and intimate. Friend, tho” 
he had ſided with France, That if Yifmm- 
bardi wou'd be of the Party, they two to- 
ether-ſhou'd be ſtrong enough, with their 
Domeſticks, to reſcue the Cardinal de Med;- 
©, and wou'd not fail of undertaking it ; 
but if that Gentleman refusd him his Aſli- 
ſtance, it was not to be hoped he wou'd 
bazzard alone, a Reſcue of that Conſe- 
quence. 

The Abbot Boxgalle was little fatisfy'd, 
vith ſecing the liberty of his Patronremitted 
tothe Caprice of a Man of a contrary FaQi- 
on, However comply'd, for want of a 
better Expedient, and only askt Zadi, by 
what means he might know if Viſmbardi 
wou'd ſecond him, or not. Zadi reply'd, 
that if this Gentleman did not eſpouſe the un- 


dertaking, no news were from him to beex- 


pected, but that if he did, he wou'd ſend him 
ERR Ew word 
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ward, for a token, by a young Boy, that-all 
was ready, Bongalle return'd to Cardinal 
de. Medici, to render him an account of what I" 
he had done, and gave him not ſo much l 
Hope as Fear. Zadz, on his ſide, found Yji- ; 
ſimbardi far from the deſign, he 'meant 
to inſpire into him. Nevertheleſs, he re- 
preſented to him with ſo much efficacy, that 
affairs were ruin'd, that no meaſures were to 
be kept with People flying and fcampering, | 
and that Wifdom requir'd the reconciling 
ones ſeli with the Conquerours, by rendring 
them an eminent piece of Service, that Y:- 
ſrnbardi gave way, and promis'd Zadtz to 
meet him about one a Clock at Night, with 
all the Friends and Domeſticks he could 
oet together. | 

Zatti return'd home to make ready, and 
commanded a young Boy to go to the Inp of 
Carro, ask for the Abbot Bonga/le, and tell Þ* 


him, a/l was ready. The Lad, on. the way, \ 
forgot halt of his Commiſſon,and remembred : 


nothing more, when come to the Inn, fave] 
asking to ſpeak with the Abbot, without ad-J , 
ding any proper name : The Perſon the] ; 
Child ſpoke to, was a French Pedee, who 
hearing him mention an Abbot, imagind 
him to be the ſame, to whoſe care the h 
Fathers of the Council, upon their paſſing 
the Po, had recommended the Cardinal at 
G Medici, 
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Medici. They had conjur'd him not to fuf- 


fer him out of ſight, and to make him paſs 
the River very early ; for that intent the 
Souldiers of the Guard had a moſt peculiar 


| Order to obey him. 


The French Boy calls this Abbot ; and the 
Child, not knowing Boxgalle, believ'd it to be 
the fame then pretent, thought he was to 
do his Meſſage, and tell him, A/l was rea- 
$$. Then wou'd the Lad have gone his 
ways, but the Abbot he had ſpoken to, not 
knowing what he meant, itaid him, and askt 


| bim ſeveral queſtions, which he did not ſo 


handſomly clear, tho' he pretended to come 
from a poor Peaſant, whom he call'd his Fa- 
ther, but that the French Abbot ſuſpe&ed 
ſome Myſtery. 

Hecommanded the Souldiers to redouble 


their Vigilance, for the guard of their Priſo- 
| ner, and went himſelf to find out the Ferry- 


Men that they might make ready to carry 


over the Cardinal at break of Day, while 


the Cardinal and his Chamberlain were un- 
der ſtrange diſquiets. As they had had no 
inkling of the little Boys adventure, they 
conceiv'd Zadi to havefaild in his word to 
them, or that Yiſhmbardz retus'd to ſecond 
him. They deſpair'd of their delivery, after 
having ſpent the Night without hearing any 
Noiſe, or receiving any Notice, Andit was 

not 
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not ſo much with a ſet deſign, as through 4 
kind of retchleſneſs, which Perſons fall in 
whendeſtitute of ail hopes; that the Cardj- | 
nal de Medici was ſtill myfing in his Bed, [® 
when jummon'd to make ready to paſs the' i 
River. Up got he, mounted his Mule, gave or 
his Benediction ro the Paſſengers, thronging If 
to receive it at the Inn door, and ſo ſuffer tl 
them to lead him where they liſted. YU [i 
The two fore Feet of his Mule were alre#I® 

dy in the Boat, when he heard a noiſe behind I® 
him, which -made him turn his head. *Twas | 
Zadti with Yiſimbardi, who came full Gal- JF 
lop, crying, Zzberry.. They ſurrounded the I 
Cardinal to preſerve him from danger, du- |. 
ring the Confliat, which they expe&ed to be G 
ſharp; but the Frexch ſeeing the Match une- J® 
qual, chofe rather to abandorf* a Priſoner, a 
whom it was no longer poſſible for them tat 
keep, and throw themſelves into the Boat, He 
juſt at hand, than to engage in a Combat, I" 
to them unprofitable,even tho' attended with of 
Succeſs. 7 
Thus Za#; and his Companion remain'd |® 
Maſters of the Cardinal's Perſon, and not 
daring to take him home to their own Houſes, Þ? 
where they expected ſearch to be made; Yi-F 
fimbardi urg'd the Conducting him to-Barna- Vf. 
bo Malaſpino's Caſtle, as being a place near & 4 
© nough the State of Gerona, for them rhere |" 
to 
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t take Refuge, in caſe of purſuit. Male/pi- 
w being their Friend, at firſt made them a- . 
kind Reception ; but after they had told him 
4 [their buſineſs, and ſhew'd him the Cardinal 
Id Medici, then in diſguiſe, and paſſing only 

or a Cavalier of their Train; then Maleſpina 
"0 put on a more ſerious look, remonſtrated to 
5 fthem their Imprudence, i having ventur'd 

| Itheir Lives and Fortunes, to fave a Perſon, 
& [them indifferent ; accus'd them of coming 
ag [o8ly to his Houſe, to render him the Cofn- 
as {ſlice of their Crime, and uſing them as E- 
a1. [oemies, ſent them furlily away, after . ha- 
he ['ing taken from themrhe Cardinal deMedicz, 
1. | He ſhut up the Cardinal in a Tennis- 
be {Court, till ſuch time as he had receiv'd direti- 
16. (ons from the Mareſchal 7rimulee, Governour 
of Milarv, for Frauce, what courſe to take 
td vith the Priſoner Fortune had put into his - 
at; Hands. 7rimulee receiv'd Malcſpina's Courier 
at, [ the very time, that two French Souldiers, 
ith (0 the number of thoſe who had been puſh'd 
by theConfederateArmy at thePaſs of Minczo, 
-»1 Jad put Milan into a Confternation, by di- 
10t ['vlging, that the Enemy wou'd be ſudden- 
cs (9 af the Gates, The muſchief prov'd much 
7;.(gcater than reported, for that the French 
1. [\my, after this deteat, deſpairing of re- 
| @ faning Milan, marchd away towards the 
ere ({iprs : SO as Trimulee had no. more mea- 
to ſures 
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ſures to keep with People that abandon{q]{l 
_ him, notwithſtanding . he had facrific'd alifB 
for them. He wrote a Letter: to Malceſpingſ u 
to adviſe him to makea Friend of the Car-J{c 
dinal de Medici, by letting him go, provided( 
hedid it with ſuch Cautions, as not-to ſeem} vi 
the- having contributed to his Eſcape. - tt 
Maleſpina tollow'd this Council, and went i 
by night to the Cardinal fe Medici, in the 
Tennis-Court, let him know the importance]. 
of the Service he meant to do him, and agree|ti 
with him that one of his Servants ſhould openfmt 
the door,and keep himCompany.,thar MaleſpaVa 
#4 might rumour it abroad, the Cardinal hadſin 
Corrupted him. The thing pals'd as proje&ted; Jl 
but the Cardinal went not far without fallingſ{ed 
Into the Bandirz?'s hands, who diſmounted 
him,took what Money he had,and kill'd Mu 
' leſpina's Servant for ſtanding on his defence, ſttc 
Then. the Cardinal wander'd alone up ander 
down the Fields, without wiſting where hep 
was, till he mer a Curate, who knowing himJat 
led him into his Presbytery, made him the 
beſt Cheer hecou'd, and lent him his Mareſd 
to carry him as far as Plaiſantza. Po 
He arriv'dat that City a moment after lore 
had put it ſelf,of its own proper motion,undet* 
the Popes Obedience; infomuch that thi 
Cardinal de Medici, who entred in diſguiſed let: 
laid hold of the ConjunAure to make = Fen 
ell q 
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ndelf known, and took upon him again the 
all] Badges of his Legation. He diſpatcht the moſt 
"0 urgent affairs, and departed immediately after - 
xr-| for Bologna, with a ſufhcient Convoy. There 
Jed he found the Inhabitants buſy'd with dri- 
em| ving out the Benrzvog/is's, and in ſetting up 
the Arms of the Church. They accepted 
ent] him for their Governour, rill the Pope 
the] ſhou'd otherwiſe Decree. He receiv'd the 
neef Bull of it with ſo much the more joy, as 
&| that Fortune cou'd not fend lim an Employ 
1 more commodious, to lye at catch for his 
Joh amilies re-eſtabliſhment in Florence. And 
had indeed the Deputies of the Pope, of - the 
ed; king of Spaz, and of /taly, being afſemb- 
ling]ed at Mantoua, to regulate the Revenge to 
welbe inflicted on thoſe who had aſliſted the 
MaIrench ; Giuliano de Medici being ſent thi- 
na tter by the Cardinal his Brother, demanded 
andpermiſſion to return into his Country. S0- 
>" hefderin:; had foreſeen this Requeſt, and diſ- 
himpatcht his Brother to Mantora, to diſappoint 
' thei Thus the affair being of Conſequence, 
largind the Parties preſent, they were allow'd 
Fo debate their Prerenſions in Publick, be- 
er tffore the Deputies of the League. 
nderÞ* Giz/7ano de Medici maintain'd, that the 
t theÞflorentines ought to be treated as Diſtur- 
niſedÞers of the Peace of 7raly, and undergo the 
himfenalties ordaind by the Roman - Law, 
ſell * AA againſt 
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againſt the Diſſertersof the common Caufe, Þ 
ſeeing they had fent Succours to the afli- |, 
ſtance of che French, in the Land of Milan, | þ 
Soderinis Brother, being a great Lawyer | 1 
anſwer'd pertinently to the Accufation, and | ,, 
rencer'd it ridiculous He own'd the point |, 
in i{jue, but ſhow'd a Treaty the PFloren- F 
tines nad concluded, long afore,. with the |, 
French, tor thegiving one another mutually | 
a ]JimittedSuccours,if needed by 7ſcany on one | {, 
ſide, and the Dutchy of Mar on the other, | 5; 
He added, that the Spaniards, holding the | 
firſt Rank in /raly, after the Pope, had fo; 
little thought this Treaty prejudicial to them, |, 
in what related to the Kingdom of Naples, | 
that the Republick of Florence had thereunto ſo, 
conſented. And how it was, by virtue of [1, 
this Treaty, that the Great Captain had re-Þ 
ceiv'd Cavalry from Florence, when he dif- Bc, 
puted the Pajsat Gari/an; that with excep* IG, 
tion to the Articies ſtipulated in thoſe two, 
Treaties, the Floreatines had inviolably ob- 
ſerv'd the Neutrality, that their Colours hadſ,, 
neither been unfoided inthe Army of Gaſton [j,, 
de Feix, nor in that of Marſhal de /a Palice,hyjn 
and that tne two Parties had been equally rey, 
ceiv'd and turniſh'd with Proviſions, in theltp, 
paſſage through 7 uſcazy. = 
Theſe Reatons were concluding, princi-þye, 
pally in regard of the Spanzards, the princiſhe, 


pa) 
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pal Judges in the Caſe. And *tis not doub- 
ted, bur that Soderini's Brother haid gain'd 
his Cauſe, if he had ſpoke before Judges as 
di-intereſſed, as they were Intelligent. But 
3s they had todo with Souldiers, who knew 
| | not how to do Juſtice, without thereby rea- 
- ping Profit, one of his Friends, advis'd him 
© [under-hand, not totruſt ſo abſolutely in the 
Y | merits'of his Cauſe, that this ſhou'd hinder him 
K I fromdiftributing,in theAſlembly,theGold and 
. I Silver he had brought along from Florence. 
X | Heſlighted the Advice, and repartee'd, that 
{0 Jifhe did it, his Brother wou'd have reaſon to 
NM, Iaxhim with Prodigality, and upbraid him, 
&, fthat he had had a very ill Opinion of his 
0} Cauſe, ſince he had offer'd to Corrupt his 
ol judges. 
If Gzuliano de Medici did not follow the ſame 
Ii JCourſe, and pour'd out whole handfuls of 
<p JGold, which the Cardinal his Brother had 
Wo Iborrow'd trom the principal Citizens of Bo- 
ob- bong. The Aſſembly was almoſt wholly 
Whomposd of Deputies of the States of 
ſton Italy, and of Spaniſh Colonels, who ha- 
Ching loſt their Equipages, at the Battel of Ra- 
Y TÞberra, were contriving to ſet themſelves up 
heltÞozin, and were not affected with the Gene- 
_ -, Pous Sentiments, that wou'd have made Im- 
Nt Ireflion upon the Vice-Roy of Naples, and 
incite Governour of 7/au, who had ſent them. 
pal] Al 2 Inſomucy 
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Infomuch that Giuliano de Medici taking 


them by their weak fide, perſuaded them, 
that the affair in agitation, was a thing of 


Grace, and not of Juſtice, and got from. 


them a Sentence, in form of Proſcription, a» 
g4inſt the Republick of Florence, tho they 


had deciar'd, two hours afore, to Soderin!'s 


Brother, that nothing cou'd be more unjuſt, 
than the Pretentions of the Medzcz. 

Soderini having recerv'd the News of it, 
did not loſe time, in declaming againſt his 
Brother's Imprudence and Parcimony. He 
took out what was moſt precious in the Pub- 
lick Treaſury, and putting it into the Hands 
of his principal Confident, call'd Giovanni Gra- 
copo Albizzi, fent him to Raymond of Cardon- 
na, Vice- -Roy of Naples, to indeavour, by 
all means, the obſtructing the Execution of 


the Sentence. Cardonna was a Man not of a 


humour to violate Equity, waen the Orders 
of the Catholick King, his Maſter,did not en- 
force him to it. He had difapprov'd the 
Reſult of the Aſſembly of Mantoxa, and made 
ſo kind a Reception to Soderinz's Envoy, as 
conceivd a jealouſie in the Cardinal de Me- 
ici, who had ſpyes about that Vice-King, 
and made him not doubr, but that he woud 
thwart them, if the atfair depended on him. 
And nevertheleſs, ealie was it to ſee that he 


wou'd be Maſter of the buſineſs, 1a caſe the 
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leaſt protracted. Wherefore neceſſary was 
it to induce thoſe who had newly proſcrib'd 


the Florentines to depart immediately, togo 
themſelves execute the Proſcription, and G:#- 
liano de Medici diſpos'd them to it, by new 
Preſents. The Duke of A4ttio and Petro de 


| Padillo,who had beenCorrupted,march'd thi- 


ther the Spaziſh Infantry, and the Pope's 


| Troops had orders to follow them. 


The Duke of 2r4iz, the Pope's Nephew, 
Commanding theſe Forces, had more Inte- 
reſt to buoy up Soderiv;, who cou'd not in- 
jure him, than re-eſtabliſh thoſe who did not 
love him. He praQtis'd all imaginable ſhifts, 
to diſpenſe his obeying the Pope, his Uncle, 
he caus'd the Artillery to be naild, 
and wou'd needs impioy his Souldiers 1 in ſome 
other expedition. But the Or/in7's led him 


 thither againſt his will, and the Spanizrds 
| being engag'd in the Siege of Prato, where 


they met with a vigorous Detence ; twoFoot 
Souldiers obſerv'd a Defect in the Wall, and 
ſhew'd it to their Companions, wo there 
forc'd the Place. All in it underwent Fire 
and Sword; and the news being carry'd to 
Florence, occaſion'd there a pannick Terror. 
To remedy which, Soderini went himſelf to 
the Houſes, and had thoſe ſeizd whom he 
ſuſpected of Correſpondence with the Medz- 


;| c:, The Tumult increaſing, compell'd him 


to retire from the Guild-Hall to his own 
Aa 3. Houſe, 
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Houſe, where, putting on a diſguiſe, he fled 
into Dalmata. | 
The Medici's made their entrance into | th 
Florence, as in Triumph, and ſeizing on the | de 
Publick Treaſure, diſtributed the better part | gl 
of it to the Troops that follow'd them, and | w 
paid their Debts with the reſt. They diſpos'd | ki 
of the Government,according to their Fancy, | h: 
and convening the People, oblig'd them to | to 
aboliſh all that had been done, during the | hi 
eighteen years their Exile had laſted. Then | A 
they preſented to them ſevinty Perſons, | | 
| ſuchas were at their Devotion, to ſupply the P, 
Magiſtracy ; and out of this number was it, | p 
that the two Supream Councils were choſen, | tt 
the one of eight Senators, who ſhou'd Judge || x 
thenceforward, and without farther Ap P 
of Properties and of Lite; and the other | þ 
Ten, who ſhou'd reſolve the Afﬀtairs of Peace | y 
and War. They re-eſtabliſh'd the Charge | y 
of Gonfalioniere to be officiated, during two | c 
Months only, and the firſt they conferr'd it | 
on, Was their Brother in Law Rido/ff, who [h 
not daring to at overtly againſt Soderint's |y 
Friends, remaining in the City, devis'd retro» | ur 
ſpeQing their paſt Conduct, ſo to fright | a 
them, and incline them to ſeek, . of their [A 
own EleCtion, another abode. Themoſt con- || 
ſiderable of thoſe he perſecuted, was the Ce- | 
lebrated Nicolo Machiavelli, This "_ c 
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ful Genius was not of mean -Birth, but had 


wanted Education, He-knew fo little Latin, 
that in writing upon 77tus Livins, it is evi- 


dent he did not well underſtand the Text he 


alledges, nay, and ſometimes takes it in a 
wrong ſenſe. As to the Greek Tongue, he 
knew not ſo much as how to read it ; but he 
had the happineſs to ferve for an Amanuenſts 
to the Learned Marcelio YVirgile, who made 
him extract what was moſt Quaint in good 
Authors, and gave him ſince occaſion to en- 
chaſe in his own Works, the fineſt ſiroaks of 
Plutarch, of Lucian, and other the Maſter- 
pieces of the Greek Tongue, which are found 
therein,ſo delicately Tranſlated. Yet was he not 
wanting togive an Idea, after his Mode, of a 


Prince, of a Senator, and a Souldier. As he 


had a Libertine Wit, and that his Manners 
were diſlolute,he ever lov'd theAnarchicalGo- 
vernment, and favour'd only that of Demo- 
cracy,ascoming nearer Anarchy than the reſt. 
He was of all the Factions that were hatchrt in 
his time, againſt the Medici, and Ridolfi ha- 
ving Convitted him of having been concern'd 
n that oftheir Exile, caus'd him to be taken, 
and put to the Rack, to make him reveal his 
Accomplices.He indur'd it with an obſtinate fi- 
lence ; and Cardinal JeMedici not having con» 
ſented, without regret, to his being tortur'd, 
caus'd him to be inlarg'd, and fora reparation, 

Aa 4 order-d 
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order'd him.to have a great Penſion from the 
- Publick, in quality of Hiſtoriographer. 
Thus Machiavell wrote the eight Books 
we have of the Hiſtory of his Countr y,whoſe 
ſtile is ſo blooming and Correct,that it's tax'd 
with being too Finical and Tawdry. And 
principally in this, Boccaczo's eaſineſs and ſoft 
Liberty, has gat of him the Preference. His 
Narration is tometimes Malign and Satyri- 
cal ; and Marc-Maſurus convincd him of it 
ſo clearly, that. he durſt not anſwer him, 
They will needs have too, that he has flat 
ter'd his Country-men, and exaggerated their 
Noble Actions ; but I do not perceive that 
they have plainly ſhewn wherein and how, 
His greateſt misfortune lay, in his not be- 
ing able to rid himſelt of the Inclination he 
had for Liberty, and of having ili practis'd the 
preceptsof diſlimulation he gave to others, 
He bolted now and then, even 1n ſus Hiſtory, 
Teſtumonies of Admiration for Bratus and 
Caſſius, athing odd and unſeafonabie, in a 
Man deſignedly ſet to write, in order to in- 
ſinuate into Peoples minds, rhe Dominion of 
the Medici. Nevertheleſs, his allowance was 
continued to him, having found the Secret ol 
pleaſing the Cardinal de Medici, in diverting 
him with admirable ſtrokes and allies of the 
fineſt Raillery, which he invented to admi- 
ration, upon all forts of Subjects. 5 
Ne 


was 
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.-- One day that he counterfeited the Ge- 
| tures gand irregular Deportments, of ſorfie 


of the Florentines, the Cardinal told him they 
wou'd appear-very ridiculous upon the Stage, 
in a Comedy made in imitation of that of 
Ariſtophanes. There needed no more to ſet 
Madhiavell to work upon C/ztia, wherein the 
Parties he meant to ridicule, are drawn fo 


-| to the Life, that they durſt nor be angry,tho' 


they aſſiſted at the firſt repreſentation of the 
Piece, for tear of augmenting the publick 


-| laughter, by betraying themſelves. The Car- 


dinal de Medici was fo Charm'd with it, that 
being afterwards Pope, he caus'd the Decora- 
tion ofthe Theatre, the Habits, and the very 
Ators themſelves, to be removed to Rome, 
that ſo he might aftord his Court tae Diverſt- 
on of thar Play. 

Machiavell found this turn toaccount,and 
receiv'd extraordinary Gratifications from 
Pope Leo, till that the Conſpiracy of Ajacerz 
and of Almanni, to aſlailinate all the Medzc7's 
being diſcover'd, they had violent tokens, of 
Its not. being contriv'd without Machiavell7's 
Participation ; but he had gone fo {lily to 


t ol] work, that nothing cou'd be prov'd upon hin 


ting 
the 
mi 


They durſt not ſo muchas apply him to th 
Torture, well knowing he wou'd endure it, 
without making any Diſcovery. They con- 


L [{cnted themſelves with difcrediting him, and 


abandoning 
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abandoning him to the miſery a man is re. 
duced, having ſpent all. He lay under the Im- 
putation of a Profligate Wretch, and an A- 
theiſt. And the little care he took to purge | 
himſelf, made what was faid of him, gene. 
tally believed to be but tootrue. He unwit- |. 
lingly occafion'd his own Death, by taking y 
out of Prevention a Medicine, which ſtifld 
him, but I have not found that he wou'd re- 
ceive the Sacraments, till after being con- 
rained ſo todo by the Magiſtrates. 


_ - 
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The End of the Fifth Book. 
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Sr 


three Months return'd to Florence, 

when the Death of Pope Gz«/zo the 
—Jcond oblig'd him to leave that place, in or- 
Per for his repairing to Rowe, He made ' his 
ourney ina Litter, by reaſon of an Impo- 
ihume he had in thoſe parts, which Modeſty 
EY, forbids 


| ( Pires de Medici had not yet been 
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forbids mentioning, and travell'd ſo flowly;yn 
that the Pope's Obſequies were already pero 
form'd, and the Conclave begun, before his|jye, 
&rrival. He remembred Marcileo Ficino, hisy \ 
Father's intimate Friend, who had EreCtedſfhi 
his Scheme, at the moment of his Birth,[js 
and had ſeveral times affirmed him to befwy 
born under a Conſtellation, promiſing himſhhe 
the Papacy. But this Predi&ion had not fof | 
ſtrongly affected him, as that of Eraſmus hop 
the famous German Aſtrologer, who an hourJhet 
before the Cardinal Je Medici entred theft 
Conclave, fſignify'd to all the Cardinals there Gr; 
that to no purpoſe was it for them to reneyJut 
their Intrigues, and that infallibly not afna 
Man of them ſhou'd be Pope. The Faithiulfy 
Bibiana wou'd needs be the Cardinal de Mena] 
dicz's Conclaviſt, and ſerv'd him with folhl; 
much the more application, that his principilſihe 
Talent lay for the Negotition in hand, and» 
indeed no hard matter was it for him, to gall i 
for his Maſter the Suffrages of two forts dt 
Cardinals, who durſt not hope to be choſen;Fye; 
one ſort, becauſe they were ſuſpected to tiithne 
Sacred Colledge, as being ifſu'd from Soveghu 
raign Houſes ; and the other, by reaſon An 
their two green Youth, and the little Accoulſſo, 
they were in, as to what concern'd the kym 
lection. As the Cardinals of Arragon an ot 
Gonzaga, Sion, Corneli, Sanli, and Petra 
(01010 
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ly;Kbme alſo of the Pretenders were there, who 
er romis'd him their Votes, on condition that = 
hisfedzci wou'd give them his, 1n caſe they on- 
hisfly wanted it to have the number ſufficient, 
tedſhe firſt put to the Vote, was Cardinal Rj- 
thirio, 2nd his Cabal was ſo much the more 
befowerful, in that almoſt all thoſe, who ow'd 
unſiheir Promotion to Sixtus the 47h, declar'd 
t of favour of his Nephew, either that they 
"w,fhop'd to ſhare among them 1ſo many rich Be- 
ouſhetices falling vacant, by Riarios Exaltation, 
thefir that they meant thereby to teſtifie their 
cg Gratitude to the memory of their Benefactor, 
Kut two invincible Obſtacles quickly chec- 
t aImated Rzarzo's Fortune; one, that the 
hfu young Cardinals were afraid this old Genoeſe, 
MImaking Profeſlion of living auſterely, wou'd 
p ſo blige them to reform the Luxury, wherein 
i1Palthe rwo fore-going Popes had fuffer'd them 
and bbask ; the other, that nor one of the Old 
ZUfibiring Cardinals, cou'd be prevaild with, 
S Aſh favour him with his Suffrage, fo fully 
eljvere they perſuaded, thar he needed but 
tine or two Voices to make up the two 
oVeftlirds. The ſteddine!s they ſhew'd, in not 
n onſenting to the Exaltation of any of the 
oulfoung, made the Y oung knit, 43n their turn, 
e tlmore ſtrict Combination among themſelves, 
Mot ro give their Votes to rhe Ancients, and 
aMRecauſe they mult agree among themſelves, 
on to 
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to avert the Publick Odium, they reſign]: 
their Pretenſionsto Cardinal de Medici, 1 

They ſutter'd their FaQtion to make-a [Nc 
noiſe, as ſoon as formed, and an hour |: 
after, known was it chroughout all the Con. 
clave, that there wou'd be a young Pope, or [tit 
none at all. Endeavours were uſed to difu. tv 
nite them, and he whoſer moſt Wheels a go- ful 
ing, to bring this about, was Cardinal $1. | 
derini, who had ſuch juſt Cauſes to obviate Il 
his moſt formidable Adverfaries becoming his [** 
Maſter. But finding among them. a too [it 
good underſtanding, and knowing beſides | 
the weakneſs of the Ancients, he did not J® 
doubt, but what he moſt dreaded wou'd |® 
come to pals. ha 

I have already noted Cardinal Soderini to [bv 
have been both the moſt Crafty and Self in- I* 
tereſſed of wll the Sacred Colledge ; and Bi- We 
biana knowing this defe&t, attack'd him lh 
there. He lurdhim with hopes of an eſta- J1 
bliſhment for his Brother, a 3 advaritageous (0 
as that of Florence, and oropos'd the Ally- le 
ance of the Houſe of Me4jci with that of Sw [9 
derini, by the Marri: ge of Soderinz's Niece, th 
with the Cardinal 4: Medics's Nephew. $6 th 
derini found th:s ofier to his advantage; and | 
the Sureties caving been giv'n on both ſides, f 
he fortify'd ::1e you ng Cardinals -Party, by | 
Joining ic with thoſe of his own Fa&tion. pl 
Thus | 


'd 
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"Thus ſtood the Aﬀair, when the Con- 
[dave was fill'd with Terror, by ſipping in a 


Note to it, written from good Hands, inti- 
mating, that the Cardinals,who had conven'd, 


| ind held the Council of Piſa, from whence 


they were forced to. ſhift into France, had 


Itook Shipping at Thoulon, and were coming 


ll fail to enter the Conclave, before the 
fletion was over. Certain it was, that 
their arrival wou'd create great Troubles, 
and break all the meaſures taken by B;b;ana, 
for the Promotion of Cardinal Je Medici, 
tecauſe that, on the one fide, the Cardinals 
oming from France, had been Excommuni- 


ated and Degraded by the late Pope, who 


Fhad declar'd his Reſolution, to have them 


burn'd before the Church of St. Peter, if they 
ell intro his hands ; on the other ſide, as the 

vere Old Cardinals, they fore-ſaw that 

their Co-Brothers, to fortifie their Fation, 
and render it, by a new Addition, ſuperiour 
to that of the Young, wou'd by all means 
kt them info the Conclave, And in order 
to the taking oft the Cenſures, and reſtoring 
them, wor'd uſe the abſolute Power, which 
the Conclave pretends to have, during the 
Vacancy of the Holy See, which wou'd in- 
allibly cauſe a Schiſm. It muſt needs be 
own'd that never was Conclave fo much at a 
plunge, as this wou'd have been, had the 
| Cardinals 
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Cardinals, they expeCted,come. But Proyj. 
dence, that deſtin'd the Papacy to Cardinal 

| de Medici, eluded their Purpoſes by a furious | Pc 
ſtorm, which ſeiz'd them at their very put: | ſu 
ting out of the Port of 7houlon, and lufter' | 
them not to go on ſhoar, in any of the | ha 
places rhey deſir'd to touch at, and left them Jan 
not, till atter having ſplit their Ships, and | fi 
thrown their Perſons upon the Coalt of Pa, | m: 
where the Magiſtrates were devoted to the | MH; 
Cardinal de Medici, Theſe Magiſtrates knew | thi 
that their Patron wou'd not be choſen, if the | all 
Oid Cardinals got this new re-inforcement, | poi 
and for the preventing it, they ſeizd their] iſ 
Gueſts, under the Shams of conſulting their [ef] 
Preſervation, and the Security of the [bo 
Town. an 

They gave them to underſtand, that their Jligi 
Heads had been ſet at a Price ; and that as ul 
Tuſcany was very much infeſted by the Bays Jthe 
ditti's, there wou'd be People greedy enough fc: 
of the two thouſand Crowns, that had been Jjud 
promisd to whoever ſhou'd bring their ill] 
Heads to Rome, as to way-lay them with a Jt | 
deſign to kill them, if they undertook their Flor 

Journey before the new Pope, upon the point Jy 
of being Ele&ed, had moderated his Prede- Je 
ceſlors Sentence againſt them. Little did it ÞÞo' 
avail the ſevin Cardinals to declare, that|ln 
they wou'd run the riſque of that, -and then'ſger 

proteſt] 
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proteſt againſt the Violence done them, and 
of the Right of Nations violated in their 
s | Perſons; they were penn'd up in a 'Houſe, 
> | ſurrounded'with ſtrong Guards. 
d|' Notwithſtanding all this, the Conclave 
e | had not ended yer a while, cauſe the young 
n Jad od Cardinals perfiſted in an equal Ob- 
d | finacy, without an odd Adventure, which 
4, | made them jump in an Accord. Cardinal de 
ie | Medici being extraordinarily agitated with 
w | the number of Viſits he made each Night, to 
e [all the Cardinals of his Faction, his Im- 
t, [poithume open'd, and the purulent matter 
Ir [iſſuing thence, exhall'd fuch a ſtink, as in- 
ir fſted all the Cells, ſeparated only by light 
he Boards. The old Cardinals, whoſe Tempe- 
ament being leſs capable of reſiſting the Ma- 
if Flign impreflions of ſo Corrupted an Air, con- 
25 Fulted the Phyſicians of the Conclave, about 
;#- [the Courſe they were to take; and the Phy- 
gh ficians ſeeing the Cardinal Je Medici, and 
en [judging of his Conſtitution, rather by the 
eif Jill Humours that iſſu'd trom his Body, than 
14d the vigour of Nature in ſending them 
cir Jorth, an{wer'd, after they had been bribed 
int IÞy Bibiana's Promiſes, that the Cardinal de 
de- Medici had not a Month longer to live. This 
| it [Doom made him Pope, in that the Old Car- 
hat]dinals, thinking themſelves much Cunnin- 
ien|&r, than the Young, . were 'willing to 1in- 
reſt Bb dulge 
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dulge them a fatifaction, which they pres |; 
ſum'd wou'd.. not be of long continuance, 
They weat and told them, that they yield- 
ed at length to their Obſtinacy, on condition |f 
the like Compliance ſhov'd be return'd them fh 
ſome other time. Thus the Cardinal de Medici Yi 
was choſen Pope, upon a falle in{inuation, has hp, 
ving not yet compleated his thirty ſixth year; 
and as Joy is the moſt Soveraign of Remedies, 
he quickly after recover'd fo perfect a Health, þ 
thar the Old Cardinals had occaſion to re) 
pent for having been too Credulous. The 
new Pope took care to ſend a Courier to Piſa, 
with Orders for the ſeven Cardinals Releaſe, 
being there, under a Complimental Confine-þ 
ment ; but without reſtoring their Money, 
or Equipage. Infomuch that thoſe Eminen-Fy 
cies being inform'd of the upſhot of the Con-bhe 
clave, and having not wherewith to returnſki 
into France, were too happy in quitting theirfiu 
Purple, trudging to Rowe in quality of Sup-ſich 
plicants, and laying themſelves at the Popeme 
Feet, who abfolv'd them, and re-inſtatedfþ fi 
them in the Sacred Colledge. of, 
Nevertheleſs,this was nor it that caus'd himfiipa 
to aſſume the Name of Fes ; and Hiſtorianifffci: 
do not gueſs better, when they make himſme 
chuſe this Title, out of Emulation to his twaftur 
Predeceſfors, the one of whom was calldþ 1. 
Al:xander, and the other Fultus, The truth the 
15 % 
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« 1s, that the Cardinal ze Medici, who 'gave 
. ki little too.much way to Prediftions, then 
- kemembreda Dream his Mother had, while 
n bf him with Child : She imagin'd her felfde- 
n finer d upon the great Altar of che Church de 
& JuReparata, of a Lyon, beyond Compariſon, 
+ bgger and finer than thoſe the Suldan of /AZ- 
r; pt had ſent to her Husband, but fo gentle, 
5, that he did not roar, and fo tame, he fſuf- - 
0, ferd himſelf ro be Careſs'd like any little 
re 10g. 
he The Treaſures Julius had heaped up, in 
ſa; te Caſtle of Sar Angels, abſolutely topurge 
&, Fay of Strangers, by Chacing the Spaniards 
ne- (nay from Naples, ferv'd Leo to pay the 
e5,:brs he Contracted, when no more than 
en«ardinal, and to ſhew his Magnificence, in 
ol-Þhexpence of an hundred thouſand Crowns, 
urtlich the day of his Coronation coſt him. 
heifiumphal Arches were there, at the end of 
zupÞch Street. All the Officers of the Court of 
opsÞme, appear'd there in ſtately Garbs; and 
ated firſt time was it they ſtrove with Emula- 
i, who ſhou'd have the moſt ſplendid E- 


himfipage. The Dukes of Ferrara and rbino 
rianifiiciared then, their Charges of Prefe&t of 
himÞme, and General of the Troops of the 
; tWalurch, and the People then reczived grea- 
calldy Largeſſesthan they expeCted. It was juſt 
trutliſihe end of the year, that the Battel of Ra- 

5 Bb 2 Vennh 


v1 þ 


BY ab bon 


| from a Cavahier, that rid in his own Troop 


- this Solemnity, he was ſcen as a Knight 0 
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venna had:been fought, and that day ſeemy | 
to.have been choſen, for the better noting]; 
the inconſtancy of Humane things: The , 
Pope was:mounted upon the ſame Horſe 'he 
had had on the day of Battel ; and the Duke 


& - 


of Ferrara had taken care to redeem him; 
to whom he fell for his Lot of the Plunder;F'! 
he was never fince madeuſe of, and was 
carefully fed and lookt to. The main of the|; 
Ceremony conſiſted in the three different & 
Perſonages, which Gulio de Medici repre F 


ſented-thar day. For in the b<ginning i 


" 


[i 
Ko 
BP 


J 


Rhodes, carrying the Great G«idon of St. Foly N 
of Feruſalem. Then the Pope put upon hi” 
Head the Cardinals Cap, falPa vacant by ths 1 
Exaltation of his Holineſs, and purg'd hif* 
Birth of all the Defe&s wherewith it wajſ;, 
upbraided, by\ſo Authentick an AC, that i 
was no longer poſhble to make him pals tor 
Baſtard, without calling in queſtion the it 
fallibility of him who declar'd him Legit 
mate. And towards the end of the Cavaſſ: 
cade, the news being come of the Archvl * 
ſhop of Florence being dead, the Pope gall. 
at the fame inſtant the Arch-biſfioprick 9" 
Gzulio, 
The late Pope had order'd, at his Deat - 
that, in the firſt place, the City of = bo 


C 
fat 
it 
C: 
rec 


me tf hou'd be purchiacd of che Eimpefour Maxt- 
ml LE and his Succeſſor had 'a colour to 
"> [4 ew, he: had not needleſsly drained the _ 
he (Gburches' Coffer. It was' no hard matter to 
tl anclude the Bargain for an handred: thou- 
uh ind Duckets, becauſe that Maximilian” was 
op  nirpniie of other Prodigals, who take 
W þ at alt-Hands, and uſe' no more Precauti- 
wa $ in' ſelling, than in 'giving: But when 
the Glonel Viefruſt was requir'd to reſign the 
reli thce, he Commanding in it a German Gar- 
aon,”he demanded Indempnifyings; which 
Ly gvunted: much higher than the -Place had 
« Flt. -- The Pope endeavour'd, at firſt, ro 
"Ihring him'to Compliacice, by the way of 
.{Negotiation; but ſeeing the Colonel abated 
nothing of his Fierceneſs, he mared him with 
1: Martial Man, a Perſon as brave as himfeHk, 
[ind incomparably more Cunning. This was 
.JCount Guido de Rangoni, who took his mea- 
fires with the Pope, and had occaſion givin 
tim of . Offence, that he might prerend 
{Cauſe to be Malecontent. Then he went di- 
"Slretly to Modena, where Viefruſt, his Friend, 
'p{eceived him, and afforded him the means 
ot defe&ing his Garrifon, and. ſhouldering 
Aim out of the Town. _ 

'. The Recovery.of Modeyabrought the Pope 
linto Repute, and gave him occaſion tothink 
Jof the ſettlement of his Brother Giuliano. 
Bb 3 Charles 
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Charles: Duke of Savoy had a Sifter to prof{Ni 
vide for, who began to grow weary of. afin{Cb 
gle Lite. She was already above thirty yeargor 
old, but none had yet Courted .her in Mar$r 
riage; for her Brother was too ill'a Husbandſwa 
. tO give her a Portion ſuitable to 'her Highſtor 
Birth. Under theſe Circumſtances -the Pop{on 
had her ſifted, whether ſhe wou'd be his SiſterJchc 
1n-Law, and ſent her ſuch rich Preſents, thaftw 
they exceeded what ſhe was able to bring it[.na1 
, to the Houſe of Medici. He- offer'd thetec 
Duke of Savoy, at the ſame time, to : takef}ſpe 
her without Portion, and promis'd that Duke yo 
to render him ſo powerful ia 7zaly; that theþve 
Duke, deſiring nothing better, than to' be ridÞbe 
of his Siſter, without her putting him tv! 
Charge, gave his Conſent. The Nuptiakfre 
were extream magnificent, and. the Popeſſve 
ſent as far as Nice, to receive his- Siſter-in-{ Ro 
Law, and kept her the Train of a Queen. 'AÞ8! 
Promotion was there of Cardinals,to honourſor 
her entry into Reme; and the Pope, that heÞvr 
might diſpoſe the People to receive her the 

5" chearfully, diminiſh'd the Impoſt uponſ|vis 
Salt. | ſe! 
The Applauſes his Liberality producddri 
excited him to Found a Colledge for the lajth 
ſtruQtion of Youth, which he meant, at firſt þI 
to render the famouſeſt in the Univerſe:Jv: 
For with great Charges, he prevail'd witht, 
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roSNiphus to comethither ro teach Philoſophy, 
nIChriſtoforo d* Arezzo for  Phyſick, Butigella 
zagor Law, Partafius for Eloquence, and Chal- 
far$wndilas for the Greet Tongue. His Holineſs 
and{was fo afraid of having Criticks find barba-_ 
ighhrous Expreſſions in his Briefs, which thoſe of 
opdfome of his Predeceflors were full of, that he 
terchoſe for his two principal Secretaries, the 
thi two Men in the World who wrote beſt, 
in-fJoamely, Bembe, and Sadolet, He auzmen- 
the ted the Library of the Vatican, whoſe In- 
ak pection he committed to Beroal/de the 
ukeſyounger, who underſtood Books admirably 
thelwell. He cauſed the Penulnus of Plautus to 
ridj}be repreſented in twodays, the -Expence of 
whwhich was exceſſive,andthe AttorsPoſtures too 
ial free, yet gave no Scandal. The Pope had fo 
opevell aivined this to be the way to catch the 
n-f Romans, and hinder them from inveighing a- 
AJgainſt Abuſes, that they ereRed him Statues 
ourfſfor the very things, which had ſet them a 
 begvriting Saryrs againſt the other Popes. 
the] But the Deſign Gialio had bequeathed to 
nÞdis Succeſſors, was too Noble to remain im- 
perfect, The French had been no ſooner. 
cdIdiven out of the Land of Milan, than that 
IaJthey made preparations to viſit it again. 
rſt}They laid Siege to Novarra, and that place 
rſe:[was then offuch Conſequence, that by taking 
ich]f, in it wou'd they have found the Keys of 
hu «+ Bb 4 all 
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all the other Cities of the Dutchy of Mila 


 Maſſimilian Sforza had raiſed eight thouſand ec 


Suizzars torelieve it ; but as he wanted Mo-f 


ney, his Souldiers threatned to abandon him, | 


afore he had led them into the preſence ol the 
Enemies. The Pope, to remedy rhis mif- 
chief, ſent him five and twenty thouſand 
Crowns, which enabled him to win the Bar. 
tel of Novrra,and preſerv'd him his Datchy, 
Then the Pope chang'd his Method, in re- 
gard of the French; tor as his Deſtgn was 
only to hinder them from ſetling in /raly, he 
cou'd not endure that the Engliſh and Flem- 
mings ſhou'd puſh them too ach on the ſide 
of Picardy, though it was he himſelf that had 
invited them to the Undertaking. he in- 
fluenc'd them toan Accommodation, by ſuch 
cogent Offices, that the Peace was Conclu- 
ded between Lewzs the 12th, on the one fide, 
and the King of Eng/and, and the Arch- Duke 
on the other. But his Holineſs had fince oc- 
caſion to repent of his Mediation, for that the 
French, who cou'd not live at reſt, had no 
ſooner ſecured their Frontiers of. Picard, 
than that they bent their thoughts to the 
recovery of Milay. They went too about 
it with more warineſs than they were wont; 
and either that their Miniſters were become 
more refined, or that they had improv'd by 
their Loſles ; ; they apprehended, that their 
Deſign 
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Deſign wou'd ne're ſucceed, unleſs they att- 
ed in Concert with the Genoneſes. 
| Fregoſſa had an Authority among thoſe free 
People, little inferiour to the Supream. Frax- 


Octavian 


cis the firſt, who began to Reign in Fraxce, 
got his Pulſe felt by ſuch skillful Emiſlaries, 
that he divorc'd himſelf from the Union of 


.| the other Princes of 7#a/y, tho' he had paſt 

| his Word to the Pope, not to enter upon any 
| Treaty without his Participation. The Pope 
| believing him ſincere, had bottom'd upon his 


Faith the moſt important of his Intrigues, 
which Merits being known. Several marks of 
Folly had 'ſcap'd from Mzafſimilian Sforza, as 
gave occaſion to believe, that he might be 
{tript of the Dutchy of Ma» without ſcruple, 
ſeeing he was no longer in a Condition to 


| defend it againſt the French, nor ſo much as 


to Converſe among Men. The Pope then 


{| contriving his Brother Gz#/zano's Fortune, 
-| judg'd there cou'd never be a more favou- 


rable Opportunity offer'd for his aggran- 
diſement, He open'd his mind to the Duke 
of Savoy, whoſe unquiet humour difappro- 
vd of nothing that departed from Ambiti- 
on. This Duke fully confirm'd the Pope in 


| his Reſolution, aſſuring him that the French 


wou'd probably conſent, that Giuliano de Me- 


dici ſhou'd have the Dutchy Milan, if they 


were repell'd in the Tryal they were going 
Upon 
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_ Upon. this Suppoſition, the Pope ima- 
gin'd, that the Fenerians wou'd ſuffer him to 
att againſt Sforza, nay, and wou'd ſecond 
him roo, in caſe he wou'd divide, with them, 
'* theſpoils of this Prince. Then made. he the 
| Propofalof it to the Miniſters of Spain, who 
pretended to approve it, tho' they. thought 
it *1diculous, : becauſe their. preſent Intereſt 
was only to hinder France from re-inſtating 
it ſelf in the Dutchy of Milan, which they 
ſaw plainly the Pope wou'd oppoſe, with 
all his Might, as long as he ſhou'd Cocker in 
his Mind, the Chumerical aggrandiſement of 
his Brother. Thus the Pope, after having 
ſounded his Contederates, became fully per- 
ſuaded, that there was nothing more to do 
toenter Mi/az, than a well managing Fre. 
goſſa, He did him all the Favours that the 
Court of Rome can grant, without its coſting 
him any thing ; I mean, that he gaye him 
Benefices for his Brothers, and for his Chil 
dren. It was thought Fregoſſa wou'd have 
yielded to ſuch ſolid Teſtimonies of Friend- 
_ ſhip, if it had come ſooner in the Popes 
Head to gain him. But he was already too 
far engag'd with the French, and only wai- 
ted for their coming, to declare himſelf in 
their behalf, In the mean while, he us'd all 
ſuch Demonſtrations, as ſervd to keep 
the Pope in good Humour, and fo crattily 


deluded 


v: 
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deludedhim, that the Pope did not think 
-he had a better Fricnd in all 7zaly, than 
Fregoſſa ; witneſs the Plan which his Holj- 
neſs Communicated to him, of all the 7cali- 
ans meant todo for the diſputing the Paſſage 


of the Alpes. Giuliano de Medici was EleQted 
General of their Troops, and advanc'd as 


far as Florence, the place appointed for the 
Rendezvous of thoſe of the Church. But as 


he was there preparing a ſtately Equipage, 
and ſuitable to the Soveraignty he pretend- 
ed to go take Polleſlion of, as ſoon as he 
ſhou'd have repell'd the French, a Malign 
Feaver Checkmated him, and bereft him of 
Lite in ſix Weeks ſpace. * His Death did 
not Chill the Popes Ambition, it only 
chang'd its Object. Alforſina, his Siſter- 
in-Law, had already long' complain'd, that 
he did nought for young Lorenzo de Medici, 
his Eldeſt Brother's only Son, and Head of 


his Houſe. His Holineſs had ever excus'd 


himſelf upon the particular Obligations he 
had to Eſtabliſh G7«/:ano before all things; 
but Giu/zauo was no more ; Lorenzo was al- 


ready twenty years old, well made of 


his Perſon, and ſhew'd much Inclination for 
SR. | 

The Pope Conferrd on him Giuliano's 
Place, in What regarded the Command of 
the Troops of the League, but he had _ 
| ther 
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ry tor ſuch amEmploy. His Genius was too 
ſlow, and fo little capable of diſ-entangling 
himfrom Pleaſures, when once in them in- 
gag'd, that:he was ſtill in the Arms of the 
'Courtezans of #/orence, when 7rimules, who 
.Commanded the Van-guard of the French: 
Army, - having causd a Peaſant of 
-Piemont..to 'ſhew him a Path, 'by . which 
'the light Cavalry might croſs the Mounrains 
.of Nice, he acquainted 7a Palice with it, 
who took Proſpero Colonna, 1n Yilla-Franca, 
and diſper{t all the Forces delign'd to defend 
the Inlet of 7zay: | | 

_ There needed no more to unhinge the 
Pope, and make him lofe Courage. He ima- 


pily into-the Arms of the Speriards, who 
diſtruſting his Journey, treated him as a 
Spy,that'they might have a Pretence to' rifle 
him. They took from him his Inſtruction, 


— be the Victims of his Accommodation wath 
Prance, caus'd their Army to ſtop near 
Trebia, when, advancing in long Marches, 
to join the Forces of the Contederates. 


Lorenzo 


ther ;the Experience nor the Virtues neceſſa. | 


gin'd the French were already in Mzlan,and 
diſpatcht away a Man. of Credence, to Ne 
gotiate withthem. This Agent fell unhap- 


and uncipher'd it; they thereby penetrated 
into the Popes Deſigns; and not willing to 
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- | Lorexzo-de Medici, who was at laſt depar- 
0 fied Florexce,upon the rumour of Proſpero Co- 
8 Jlowna's being taken, and had put himſelf into 
F FPlaiſanza With very brave Troops;: preſsd 
Ie Fthe Spaniards to come and' join him, or to 
0 J:ppoint him a place in the Dutchy of Milan, 
thar might ſerve him for Rendezvous: But 
of Cardona, who commanded them; made no 
yi politive anſwer, under coldur that it wou'd 
I beexpoſing his Quality of Vice-Roy of Na- 
ples, to be in the fame Camp with Lorenzo 
4} de Medici, whom heſhou'd be oblig d to 0- 
d bey, as being General of rhe League. Thus 
Cardona not budging, and Lorenzo: de  Me- 
dici not finding himſelf ſtrong! enough to 
March, without the aſſiſtance of the Spa- 
| »iards, the Suizzars remain'd alone in: the 
bs Dutchy of Milan. | 
Pf Nevertheleſs they pretended to defend it, 
and their Courage augmenting propa. 
'TF nably, as their Allies diminiſht, they with 
great firmneſs expe&ed the French, and 
NJ tought them at Marignrav. They loft ſeven- 
teen thouſand Men jn this Action, and their 
heat of Liver being «:tiipated by thts blood- 
ing, they aban2>ned the Mianefe with the 
Field of Batt®! io the Conquerours, an heir 
Retreat made i he Spanzards decarnp, in hafte, 
from near 7rebzasto retorn into the Kingdom 
of N:5/25, The French wou'd have defeated: 
: them 
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them with ſmall difficulty, if they had Ira: 

purſu'd them, but the Pope amuſed them by He 
this Artifice. 

He difpatch'd to the Moſt Chriſtian King, 
the moſt cunning of his Emilſlaries, calld 
Lodovico Canole ; and to diſpoſe his Majeſty 
to receive his Agent the better, he wrote to 
Lorenzo de Medici to retireout of Parma and 
Plaiſanza, and to the Inhabitants of thoſe Ci- , 
ties, to go preſent their Keys to the Conque- 
rours. ; EE 44] 

Canole found the King already. weary of 
the abode of /raly, and propos'd to him the 
Interview of Bo/ogna, as the only means to 
haſten his return into Fravce, The King ac- 
cepted it, without making refleCtion, that his 
Enemies only. ſought thereby to gain time. 
The Pope arriv'd firſt at Bo/ogna, to receive 
there the King, who came thither two. days 
after, accompanid with eight thouſand 
Horſe. Chancellor 4x Prat drew up there 
the Plan of the Concordate, with Secretary 
Grafis ; and this 1s the only particularity I 
relate of this Intrigue, becauſe I have found ' 
no other that has eſcap'd the knowledge of' .Þ| 
the famous Monſieur de Parts ; and belides, ' 
the Arch-biſhop 4 Aix-Genebrard has made 
a Treatiſe of it, which paſles for Anecdote. 

Then was brought upon the Board a Pro- 
ject ofa League between the Holy See and 

F” Prance s 
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| Frarce ; but the Pope had his Anſwer ready, 
» (He let the King know, that it became nei- 
ther the Gravity, nor Decorum ofa Sove- 
jgn Pontife, to break his Word with the 
panzards, for the ſixteen Months that he 
yas bound to remain ſtill united with them, 
hut that this time ſhou'd be no ſooner expir'd, 
but that he wou'd do all that his Majeſty 
ſhould defire of him. The King was fatis- 

id with this Excuſe, becayſe that being ſtill 
- Fyoung, and without Experience, he ima- 
* fjin'd that he ſhou'd never be ſoon enough in 
> Trance, to receive the Applauſes, which the 
> Iiftory of- Mariznan, and the reduction of 
he Dutchy of M/az had deſerved. 
; | Thus ended the Interview of Bologna; 
nd a Body may ſay, that the Pope preſer- 
, fed, by Cunning, his Predeceſſors Con- 
; feſt tothe Holy See, and the Kingdom of 
Naples to the Spaniards. His Holineſs wou'd 
eds pals through Florence, in his way to 
Rome ; and as his Country-Men had then 
mproved ArchiteQture, Sculpture, and 
"Painting, to the higheſt point they cou'd at- 
Iain, they made him an entrance that wall 
" Iiever have the like. Gizcomo de Sandro 
nide the Triumphal Arch of St. Peter's 

Gate, where, all that Fancy cou'd add to 
, Hiſtory, was fo happily employ d, that the 
| Pope, who underſtood Painting Oy 
well, 
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well, upon his viewing it, fell into a kind 
of 'Extafie, from whence they had much 4a. 
do-to rouze him, to get him advance, The jt 
Work was ſo much the more ſingular, that” 
Bacciode Monte Lupo had had'a hand- in it, to 
as well as Sandro. But as their manner wag ſj 
quite diflerent, eafie was it to diſtinguiſh, It 
ro their very leaſt ſtrokes, and to render to Fj 
each the Juſtice he deſerved. 4, 
Giuliano de Taſſo had made another Arch 
before the Church of St. Felice, whoſe Deco- 
ration was no leis Charming for its oddnefs, 
than for its Beauty. As if this had not been 
bus'neſs enough for him, he had undertaken 
and finiſht fo lively 2nd capricious a Re- 
preſentation of the Adventures of Romulus, 
that the Pope went thither two or three Je 
times fo ſee it. Antony de St. Gal made, up- Ft 
on theplace ofthe Lords, aa OF-gove Temes 
ple, whoſe Deſign was new. And the Gy- ftec 
ant, which Bandivel/; put in the Gallery of 
the Palace, cou'd not be better proportion'd, ſh 
notwithſtanding his enormous bignels. 
[ TheTriumpiul Arch of Gra»accis, between Fl 
| the Abby and Palace of Podeſts, expreſs fine 
the Marriage of the Arts with the Virtues, 
and that of Roſſo a Canto di Biſterre was mar-h 
velous for the diverſity inits Figures. In at 
word, Andre delSartodiſguis'd the Facciata «tin 
Santa Maria del Fiore fo, as that ſhe _ Vit 
; all] * 
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all Marble, by a kind of Maſtic appli'd 
2- upon Cloath, which Lorenzo de Medici had 
ef invented. | | 
th Alfon/ſina deg VOrfini, refiding at Florence, 
t, took advantage of the good humour, the 
as [ſight of ſo many inimitable Objedts had crea- 
h, Bted in the Pope, toexcite him to the aggran-= 
to {diſement of her Son. She had long already 
Jiy'd the Dutchy of 2r4:x0 as a Prey; and 
h Ihe tormented her Brother-in-Law, to give 
0 the inveſtitute - thereof to young Lorenzo, 
{s, upon the ſcore that this Dutchy was abfo- 
n Jhtely for his Bienſeance, and a Neighbour of 
0 the State of Florence. But ſhe had never 
e& Jen able to obtain any thing in Ginul:ano de 
Medic?'s Life-time, becauſe he had ever op- 
fos'd whoever attempted on that fide, whe- 
p- Fther he had an abhorrence to the Conſenting 
ns ſto ſo viſible an Injuſtice, or that he preten- 
y- Biked acknowledgment to a Prince, who had 
of fiv'n him a Retreat, during ais Exile. But 
'd, It ſooner were his Eyes clos'd, than that 4/- 
In/ina deg TOrfni redoubled her Inſtances. | 
eſt ſhe Pope had too much Wir, than to be ig- 
{> Þworant of the injury he ſhou'd do his Reputa- 
es, fWn, and the Scandal he ſhou'd give the 
ar-[hriſtian World , by diveſting one of his 
n 2Waffals withour Cauſe. He reſiſted ſome 
1 de me, but at length rwo things prevailed 
ncdricth him togive way: ' The' firſt, His 
all} * c Siſter 
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Siſter-1n-Law's extream Importunity, who fu 
left him not one moment at quiet, till ſhe Je 
had got himto fall out with the Duke wr. [/; 
Gino. And the ſecond, That the' Duke had | 
not been careful to» improve his Friendſhip 
before he was Pope, nor ſo much as ſince, Jl 
And now follow Circumſtances relating tom 
this point, which well merit being known, ſth 
I have already remark'd, that he hadJit 

_ us'dhis utmoſt efforts ro obſtruct the Medi ft 
cs from being reſtor'd in Florence, but this] 
was not his greateſt Crime, He had fil'd o-ſfid 
thers to the Account, namely, that being he 
General of the Church, and by conſequence 

bound to purſue its Intereſts, he had never-{or 
theleſs ſent into France, the Count Baltheſto 

zarCaſtillonne,for the negotiating there anAcPra 

commodation apart, in Execution of whichſte 

he had hindred the Souldiers of the ContedeFo t 

rate- Army, from paſling upon his TerritoricsFte 

tor fear of their being at the Battel. of Rafded 

verna, and had deny'd giving paſlage to thoſgſim 

that had been beaten there ; Moreover, attfWas 

the lait irruption of the French into /taly, hqwh 

had accepted the Licutenancy of the Troop d 

of the League, under Giuliavo de Medicm: 

appointed General : Yet when  ſicknelgp 
had hindered G7u/:zayo from Command! | rerſ 

them, and that young Lorenzo had been puſſne 

no his room, the Duke 47rþino _ ropes 
WH 
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p fus'd to ſerve under him, and alledg'd, for 
excuſe, hisnot having conſented to obey Giz- 
.. liars, than on the ſeore of Friendſhip, 
1 which gave him reafon to believe, that he. 
pyou'd have ihar'd the Generalſhip WILL 
e lim ; but that having no peculjar CN Sager 
ro ment with Lorenzo, and their humours, on 
n. the contrary, being incompatible, i was to 
ad ſhe feared they wou'd not paſs two days to- 
jj I8&*ther without a Broil and Diſturbance. 
his} This Carriage had extraordinarily mortj- 
o-[fid the Pope, in that the Duke Urbino, 
ng wlhew' d atwo viſible Contempt of his Ne- 
nceſhhew. Yer he wou'd not have dared to 
e-Jomplain, ifthe Duke had not added [ojury 
has to Difdain, by detaining in his ſtate, the 
Ac rave Companies of Ordonnance, chat had 
ichſÞſcen levi'd, inſtead of ſending them atleaſt 
de-to the Rendezvous, fince he went not thi- 
riesÞher himſelf. This is what he was upbrai- 
Ra led with, in the Manifeſt publiſh'd againſt 
hoftim, when War was declared upon him. ic 
r, ahvas no difficult matter for Lorenzo de Ceri, 
Jyho commanded the Army of the Church 
cop deſpoil him;becauſe that not having atthat 
du Ime any Souldiers ro defend' bis State, and 
upecting the principal aim was upon his 
did erſon, becauſe his Death wou'd have ſecur* d 
1 Þl ( ne Dutchy of Urbin to the H ouſe of Mes 
d re (i; he gurſt got Coop himſelf up in any 
fs] | | Gc 2, | Placs, 
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Place, for fear of being immediately there 
invi{ted, and ſecuring whar he had moſt pre- 
CIS, accepted the azyle offter'd him by the 
Duke of Mantoua. 

The Pope being fluſht with the eaſineſs 


of this Conqueſt, undertook another, which 


coſt him as little trouble, tho' it failed little 
of proving fatal to him, Pandolfo Petrucgt, 
who Commanded at Siemna, had afforded 
him a Retreat, during his Exile, and his Son 
the Cardinal had ſerved for an Inſtrument, 
to advance hit to the Supream Dignity of 
the Church, by forming the Fattion of 
the young Cardinals, who obſtinately re- 
fu d having any other Pope than him ; yet 
the Pope choſe Tather to fall into the black: 
eſt iogratitude, than loſe the occaftion that 
was Of fier'd, of joyning the ſtate of Szenng 
to that of Florence : But he went not 4- 


bout it at firſt by main force, he contentedſ 
himſelf with kindling in Siezza a Seditionf 


which, at length, conſtrain'd Pezracci to 
depart thence, and put in his room his mor: 
tal Enemy, devoted to the Houſe of Me 
dic. 

The Republick of Lucca had not been bet 
ter treated, had not the Emperour, Maxim! 


el: 


lian the Eirſt; beenin /raly with an Army Je 
wherein were reckon'd above ſixty. thouſang's;, 


Souldicrs, with deſign to chaſe the Frenc 
ol 
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out of the Dutchy of. Milan, ſtopp'd th® 
Popes Progreſſes. His Holineſles Troops were 
e- Fyery brave and ſprightly, he had promis'd 
he Jthem to the-Mott Chriſtian King, who had 
Idemanded them with ſo much the more ear- 
neſtneſs,in that he cou'd not ſo ſuddenly fend 
Jinto the Dutchy of Milan, Forces ſufficient to 
aſpute the entrance of it with the Germans. 
But the Pope judged the time of decla- 
ed Fring himſelt not to be yet come; he re-in- 
forc'd his Troops, 'and caus'd them to march 
into Lombardy, under B:54:ana's Condutt, 
who then poſſeſſed all the Confidence of 
his Maſter. The ſecret inſtruftion that 
"was giv'n FR that he ſhoud reſt fa- 
tisfi'd, at the firſt, with being a SpeRator of 
*Fthe Tragedy, then going to be acted : 
but that upon the unravelling of the piece, 
«Fhe ſhou'd not too long deter throwing him- 
 4-Fſelf into the Party that Fortune favour- 
ed, that ſo he might boaſt of having piv'n 
the laſt mortal blow ro the Conquered. 
Bibiana was a good Player in all kinds, 
yet he cou'd not ſhuffle fo cunningly, but 
that - his Game was diſcoverd. The 
Emperour advancd, without  Obſta- 
betFele, as far as the City of Milan, where 
mit the Conſtable of Bourbon, and the Mareſchal 
MYI de Trimulce, were reſolved to ſuſtain the 


[anc I Siege with their beſt Troops. The Germans 
Cc 3 had 
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ad laid if, in hopes tlie Citizens wor'd F on 
elare for them, afd conſtrain the French | 
Gartiſon to Capitvlate, But 7rimulee made 
the Souldiers live with ſo much moderation, 
that they gave nor their Hoſts ariy occaſior [Mac 
of Diſconterit. Thus the Siege ſpitiriing out 
| Into lerigth, the moſt Chriittian King's Mifiz js 
ſters had opportunity to debauch Szaff and F' 
"Puts, two of the principal Officers of the 
eighteenthouſand Sizzars, that cormposd do, 
the Flow'r of the Emperours Infantry. Theſe 
two Leaders, after having made ſure of theif IV! 
Companions, . wetit to Maximilian's Tent, $9) 
and demanded of hirti the Arrears that were [Pa 
owirig to their Nation. Maximilian was i ſl 
prodigal, that he never had Money in his {it 
Cofters ; but, in teconipenice, he was fo & 0 
vil, that his Creditors had much ado todefy | 
him time. His Careſles, however, cou'd ['Mf 
not in the leaſt preyail upon the two Saigs. ha 
tars; on the contrary, they put them intd th 
a Paſſion, and made them ler fly ſuch words, J® 
gs caſt Maximilian into a parin: que rear, Het Fi 
imagined they had contriv'd to deliver him ſo 
up to the French, 1n the fame manner they St 
had formerly ſold Loovico Sforza; and the 
horrour of ſich 4 Treatment being ſtrong] 
than his Reaſon, he deterrmin'd of a. ſudden d! 
to fly awiy towards Trent, and did fo as |! 
cordingly, withour being follow'd by her © 
t aſl 
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ſtan his Domeſticks. His Army, thus wan- 
ting a Head, disbanded of it felf, © and the 
French being thus deliver'd, bent. their 
thoughts to take revenge on the Pope, who 
had faild them 1n time of need. 
it I They helped the Yeretians to recover the 
li _ which the City of Cambray had taken 
rom them ; and the Garrifons which - eva- 
he Seated thoſe places, not knowing what to 
*1 Ido, ſuffer'd themſelves to be perſuaded by a 
if | French Emiſſary, who advisd them to ſide 
jf {with the Duke 4774;m0, To theſe were 
t, {joyned difown'd Troops, Collected from all 
re BParts-; and the Duke Vrbino placing him- 
{6 IEF at their Head, tead them, with an incre- 
is Idible Expedition, before his Capital City, 
4 $6tu/0 Yitells Commanded therein a Garriforr 
y of three thouſand Souldiers, for Lorenzo de 
41 I Medici; but the Women and their Children 
2 Jad no ſooner heard of the Duke's being at 
ts {their Gates, but the Sedition taking fire, be- 
is, [came ſogreat in a quarterof an hours ſpace,that 
Is I Yitelli, in ſpight of all his endeavours, was 
A Nee to Capitulate to go out with the White 
-y | Sta 
J Lorenzo de Medici receiv'd the tydings of 
# | this alteration at Rowe, whither he had 
4 [drought back his Uncle's Troops ;: he caus'd 
& [them to march, with all diligence, towards 
6 | &mbria, and met with the Duke of ©r6:x 
1 Cc 4 at 
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at the paſſage ofa River. He might have je 
|  Gefeated the half of his Men, if he ward no 
have been content with 2 Demi-Viftory, Wa 
but as he had a great advantage Ore Urbins' vi/ 
Army, in whar related to the Number and 
Diſcipline of his Souldiers, it made him ra-. 
ther inclin'd to wait for the occafion of giving Fk 
him a total defeat, but never after cou'd he ml | 
with fuch an opportunity, for that theDuke Jt 
d"Urbino, Who had many of the parts of af 
greatCaptain,whatever is ſaid of him by Guic: Ide 
chiardin,ſtood upon his Defence in the Water, |: 
with a Pikein his hand; and holding frm | 
with his choiceſt Forces, while the reſt filed Ig 
off behind, ſaved all to him belonging, e- 
vn tothe very Baggage, and wou'd ven: fm: 
ture nothing more afterwards, and refted Jy 
fatisfy'd with having recover'd his State. 
Nevertheleſsthere was a Rencounter, where: 
in Lorenzo de Medici, advancing too far, 6» 
cetv'd ſo dangerous a Wound' in his Head, (3 
as compell'd him to cauſe himſelf ro be cars fly 
rydto Rome, that he might be the better | 
look'd to. 

His Army had no ſooner ſeen him des þ 
part, butthat it disbanded of it ſelf ; and the [| 
Pope forefeeing his Reputation upon the 
point, of being loſt, if thus fruſtrated nm; 
his Deſigns upon @rbin, he us'd all poſſible re 
means to accompliſh a it in the manner pro- H 

Jected. 
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e jected. He knew the Duke 4'7rbjno had 
not a fund to pay his Troops, and. that he 
was ev'n indebted whole Muſters to the Spa- 
x/þ Regiments of Suarez and Maldonet, | 
Theſe two Colonels had ſutiiciently 
a4-Jutter'd their mifids, that they only ſery'd 
ig flor Money, as to be deem'd capable of an 
; atidelity ; and ſeveral Emiſſaries had order 
ke Ito feel their Pulſes. In a ſhort time they 
a $7cnd upon the Reward to be giv'n them,for 
elivering up the Duke 4 @rb3no ; and for 
er, Jlear of their failing in their word, his Ho 
m Jlineſſes Emiſſarjies, without their Participati- 
&d Ion, treated with a Captain of Horſe, of the 
e fame Nation, Cab:!le, by name, who pro- 
N- {nis'd to aſſaſſinate the Duke, at the firſt Re- 
ed view that ſhou'd be made. Either th'one or 
te. Jtother of theſe two Conſpiracies cou'd not 
re- not have maiſs'd of ſpeeding, it the Duke 
re- of 47ria, having been made privy, had not - 
ad, revealed them to the Duke 4*2r4ino, 'who 
at: Jhew'd much Judgment and Courage in f@ 
ter Jhrprizing a Conjun&ure. He aflembl'd his 
-JArmy under Colour, of leading it to an Ex- 
des thedition, at that very inſtant to be execu- 
the Jed. Thoſe of the Conſpiracy ſtood in their 
the [Ranks, and the Duke having perceiv'd them, 
in [nadean Eloquent Diſcourſe, with deſign to 
ble reproach them with their perfidiouſnels, 
$} He relatedall the Circumſtances of the rs 
ed. | E 


OS 
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he read Letters written with their own{ J 
Hands, which Convidted them to all Intents; 
and demanded with a fierce and reſolute | he 
tone, that thoſe who had no ſhare in their Jy, 
Crimes, ſhou'd do him Juſtice. 
- This Harangue produc'd ſuch a hurly bur: | ; 
1y in the Souldiers minds that heard it, that Þy; 
the Accomplices might have had time tof 
eſcape, if they had liſted ; but as they weteſ 
relidine Fellows, inſteadof being ſeiz'd with 
Fear, at the knowledge of their Plot's being ſheſ 
diſcover'd, they made haſte ro execute this hy; 
their enterprize;they fell ro uniting theirRe: ſhe 
giments into a Body, and a ſurrounding the i 
place where the Duke was mounted, but they 
found themſelves environ'd with the Cas 
valry they did not in the leaſt diſtruſt. - |; 
Federigo Boſſols, a Prince of the Houſe offfiic 
Mantoua, who Commanded this Horſe, had 
- Quitted the Pope's Service, our Lorenus i 
de Medici had raken from him the General 
Lieutenancy of his Army, which had beenfhyr; 
conferr'd on him by the Pope, He feardÞ 
falling into his hands, as knowing Lorenzo 
humour to be implacable, when it had beenff 
once provok'd; and this reaſon engagþ ba 
| him to fave the Duke 4'7rbino. In a me Pic 
ment did he rally his Troops, fpurr'd andffir, 
fired them with Honour, animated them at | 
ganſt the Criminals, and perſuaded themfzq 
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i ſtop * tm. Arid the S5avi/h Infatitry ſees 
they wete riot ſtrong enough to defend 
e their Colonels, deliver'd them up, and the 
t Horſe forthwith ſhot, and put them to the 
| Pword. 
AMorith after the Pope rafti the ſime 
anger the Duke 7rbin0 had avoided, 1 
, hve alreidy noted Petruccz to have been ex- 
tc hell'd $7ema, tho' his Son, the Catdinal had 
th Kontributed more than the reſt, to his Holi- 
"g teſſes Ele&tion. The Father ſupported his 
us tile with ſufficient conſtancy ; but the Sork 
& king refolv'd, at atiy rate, to be reveng, 
he ld, for a log while, carry a Dagger under 
BY |: Robes, with intent to. kill the Pope in 
4 ll Conliſtory, whither he came without 
wards, as imagining it wou'd be eafie for 
lim to eſcape through the Corſi, before they 
df Inew of the perpetration of the Fatt. But 
"Is fince chang'd his Mind, as to the place ; 
ral hd whether his Heart fail'd him at the Exe- 
cell tion, or that he found more Obſtacles in it, 
ardh han he had imagin'd, he choſe rather to dif. 
205 atch the Pope; when a Hunting, where he 
ellimetimes waridred ſo far from Company, 
Fa lar he expos'd his Perſon to the poſlibility of 
ming ſtabb'd. Bit there needed fo many 
andfircumſtances to concur at the ſame time, 
N a4 produce this opportunity, that it was neg- 


” het ed as ſovih 4s the former. 
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Cardinal Petrucci had contriv'd;. in the 
third place, to form a Faftion in the Sacred 
Colledge ; and the firſt he fitted was Cardi-F 
nal Adrian de Corneto, who fell under -theF 
deluſion of the moſt amazing PrediCtion, Þ 
that has been heard of, ſince Sov th-ſayers 
werein the World. This Prelate was born 
upon the ſhoar of the 7uſcan Sea, in the Ci-P 
ty, whence he borrow dhis Name. His Pa-Þ! 
rents were ſo poor, as conſtrain'd 'em to putÞ 
him out to Service, but he had the good luck 
of meeting with a Maſter, that caus'd hin#< 
toſtudy, and furniſh'd him with the meang}[®c 
ro paſs thro' all the Eccleſiaſtical Dignities Þ© 
without being otherwiſe indebted tor hin 
Fortune,than to the Charity of the Aurhor offi 
his Education, and to his own Merit. Nat" 
long afore had he been to reviſit the place of F- 
his Nativity, where knowing a Magician. toff 
be in the Mountains of the Appenine, he hadfar 
the Curioſity to try, whether there was 4 0 
ny certainty in his Predictions. To him wel mo 
he in adiſguiſed Garb, and conſulted him a Wit 
bout fome Perſons of his Acquaintancy fs 
Whoſe adventures he was as well inform'd 0l 
as his own.The Wizzard gave him ſuch PeniÞ 
nent anſwers, as produc'd him the occaſion; | 
of ſpeaking of himſelf. He ſhew'd him higY2 
Horoſcope, without telling him whoſe it w: 1N | 


and askt him what wou d become of the Per jo 
ſol NC 


þ 
I; 


(of? 


the Flouſe i Medicis. 397 
bin born under ſuch a Conſtellation 2 If it 
a Man, (reply'd the Magician}. he will ar 
Baſt be Cardinal, and if it is a Woman, ſhe 
ml come very near the Throne, if ſhe Ser not 
erg(end 77. 

The Cardinal Corneto deſir'd to know no 
Ci. (pore upon his own Article, and flily _ 
p,. fs Diſcourſe, engag'd the Magician to ſpea 

rf the Pope. The Magician did aſſure he 
\c&Iyou'd dye young, and of an unexpetted 
in)cath. Then the Cardinal was tempted to 
ans aquire after the Fate of his Succeſſour : And 
ies Je Devil only waiting for this, to puniſh 
hi lic for his Curioſity, told him, thro' the 
izzard's Mouth, That the Conclave that 
Vafould be held after Pope Leo the 1oth's 
 offÞPeath, ſhou'd be long and factious, but ' 
Fi that at laſt they wou'd Ele& a Cardinal, 
hadflaamed 44r:an ; that this Adrian thou'd be 
Y af . very low Birth, and wou'd gradually 
amount to all the Dignities of the Church, 
a Jvithout any Recommendation ; and thro 
aces own ſufficiency ; that he wou'd be ſixty 
| offears of Age at the Moment of his Exaltati- 

90, and not provided with any Benefice. 

T ' It muſt needs be own'd, that the Devil 
Was never more ingenuous to deceive, than 
y; lin this occaſion, All theſe Circumſtances 
perfuited admirably well with Cardinal Cornero, 
ſor and with him ly in the Sacred Colledge. 
He 
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He was of 4 much lower Birth than all the y 
other Cardinals ; he had mounted thro! all 
the Degrees inferiour to that Dignity ; hel 
had been Chaplain, Canon, Deanand Biſhop, 
without ever hevide had two Benefices at. a 
time ; he paſt, without Contradi&ion, for 
the Learnedeſt Member of the Conſiſtory | i 
' he had never made his Court to any Mag ] 
for Preferment, no, not ſo much as to his} 
firſt Patron ; Fortune went to ſeek him in his yt 
Chamber, and at his very Books, Thoſe lik 
who had done him good, had had regard only fon 
to his Merit; foras to outward advantages, fſo1 
he was not poſſeſs d of any, In a word, flli; 
his Name was 44r;an ; and this laſt Circum ne: 
ſtance of the Sooth- ſayers Prediction, ſeem'd fic 
to point him out, as well as that of his Ape, fm 
ſeeing he wanted but three Months, of ha: ſlit 
ving accompliſht his ſixty'*th year. 

He took leave of the Magicitn, more i | 
tisfy'd than he went thither, byt was much} 
more pleas'd when, after his return to Romt, | 
Cardinal Perruccz {ollicited him to enter intq}fec 
the Conſpiracy. He imagin'd that by his} 
means it was, that Deſtiny began to labourſſf 
for his Exaltation, and belieyd it ſo mucl þ 
the tore ſtrongly, as that the time drewſy: 
near, that had been fore-told him, and that|y' 
he had the hintof the Pope's being to be dif]! 
patch after an unexpeted manner. Hows « 
ever 
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yer, as Cardinal Correro was conſiderate _ 
nd wary in all his Actions, he wou'd enter 
he fjato no poſitive Engagement, nor give any 
p, fſoken that might ſerve to Convict him up- 
fon occaſion, He contented himſelf with 
for iſſuring Cardinal Perruccz, that he wou'dnot 
y ; ſirveal his Enterprize to any body, nor wou'd 
an lie go about to croſs it. 

his Cardinal Saulz, who was aferwards 
his Fyheedled to be an Accomplice, took the 
oſs Blke Courſe, but out of another confiderati- 
ly Jon, he had promis'd his Suffrage to Bibiand, 
&, for Cardinal de Medic;, upon the hopes Bi- 
rd, Sava had giv'n him of the firſt 'vacant Bee 
m: fInefice, which he ſhou'd think worthy of his 
nd icceptance ; and Bibzanua pretended Cardi- 
Fe, ial de Medici had ratifi'd the Promife, yet 
has Fit had not any effe&t; and tho' the firſt Be- 
ſnefice, having been diſpos'd of to Giulio de 
Medici, Commander of Rhodles, this did not 
offend Saul;, asnot thinking ir ſtrange, that 
| the Pope had broke his word with him, in 
conſideration of the only Perſon of the Houſe 
Jof Medici, that was an Eccleſiaftick; and de- 
our fgn'd for the Province of Cardinal Nephew ; 
ch bor when other Rich Arch-biſhopricks. ſell 
eyJyacant, and he had demanded them, and 
hat|yet were refusd him, and conferr'd on 0- 
dib[thers, who had indeed ſerv'd in the Con- 
Ny clave, but not ſo uſcfylly as he, he was ex: 
ver | treamly 
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extteamly piqu'd ; and Cardinal Petrucct [i 
improv'd this Reſentment of Saw/z's, for his} 
being deny'd, that he agreed to the Revengeſ® 
that was brooding in his behalf, without his ſo 
medling in the matter. PE a 
Cardinal Riario was the third that entred In 
into the- Plot, thro' a Motive of hatred 4- le 
gainſt the Houſe of Medic, which laſted ſul 
ſince the danger he had run at: Florence, 
| When the Pazz/s Conſpiracy broke forth, ſl 
and through a Sentiment, common enough} 
among th' 7talzans, that the Pope, how? 
' Kind ſoever in his behaviour to him, wou'dI# 
never forget his Uncle's Death, nor his Fa. 
ther's Wound, to which Rzario had at leaff vl 
ſerv'd for a Pretext. Moreover he promisd Ye 
himſelf to be Ele&ed Pope, ſince, being by 
Dean of the Cardinals, and having more: 
Benefices than any other, to diſtribute J 
among them, they wou'd give him their te 
Votes; 'belides, his having brought himſelf Kc: 
into Credit at Rome, by his vaſt Expence, h 
and by the magnificent Palace he had there W 
caus'd to be built. b Mo 
The laſt was Cardinal Soderini, who” 
ſuffer'd himſelf tobe cajoll'd with the hopesÞ*< 
of re-inſtating his Lrother, in the perpetual” 
DiCtatorihip of Florence, which ſeem'd to? 
him eafie, when the Pope was once dead, 4 
' and that Cardinal Perrxcci's Father hou | 
| | . nave] 
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fave recover his Authority in Stenya, 
wil The Confpiracy being thus formed, the 
oedimeaſures they took to Execute it were ag 
bee follow, They made fure of a famoys Opes 

ntor of Zraly, eall'd Yerjel/;, a Man lycky 
«Ji0 Curing Wounds, and handled them fo des 
a.ficately, that he hardly gave any pain, ſych 
egfobtilty had he in his Fingers, and pleaſing- 
ce, (6 in the p{rlormance of hjs Profetlion, 
th {This Fellow was extraordinarily Debauchr, 
oh ind delighted in committing the blackeſt 
y Btions, but hedid them with ſo many Pree 
naautions, that they had never been able tg 
Fa. Iurprize him, and his Reputation was 
aft fybole as yet. His principal Talent lay for 
2 ffenerial Diſtempers, and thjs it was intro» 
ing lye'd him into Cardinal Petracc/s Familiaris 
Yre 0+ He propos'd to him poyſoning the Pope, 
ately 2 Way that cou'd nor be diſcover'd, For 

* the better making it underſtood, I muſt rex 
Cffſrat char the Pope had had an Impoſthyme, 
ce IPhich burſt, byt whoſe Wound was not 
creſpfolly clos'd ; and there 01d remain a hole, 

ro! which the matter gleeted from time tg 
home, either that the Diſcaſe had been tog 


Ps ; eat to be wholly Cured, or that the "Phys 
ualſcians had j@dg'd, that Nature ought to be 


| ca|fffer'd ts Jiſeharge it {elf rhar way, which 
ad had made of it ſelf; and indeed the Pope 


& © 4; 


08) d as Yoonas it clos'd. © Wherefore he need- 
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ed a yery, able Chyrurgeon, that ſhou'd pay 

him conſtant attendance ; and as the Bands 
were'to bechang'd.-as often as he was drelſsd, fi 


nothing was more eaſie than to poyſon them, || 


without its being perceiv'd, becauſe the or- 
dure, wherewith they wou'd be cover'd,wou'd 
hinder the Venom from being ſeen. y 

Cardinal Perrucci approv'd the Invention, || 
and ſet a going his Intrigues, -to work the 
Popes privy Chyrurgeon out of his Place, fo 
to put Yercell: in his room. The thing did 


not ſeem difficult; for beſides that the Pope's fs 


Chyrurgeon was none of the ableſt ; and iſ 
that they had it from Perſons well inform, f 
that his Holineſs ſometimes complain'd of 
the roughneſs of his Hand, he had the mibſ 
fortune to diſpleaſe ſuch of the Servants, as 
were-moſt_ in their Patrons favour, And, fil 
in elect, Giulio Blanci, the Chamberlain;ſy 
took upon. him. to procure him his Conſent, het 
at the- firſt ſollicitation made him , by alhin 
Man truſty to Cardinal Petrucci ; and thei 
Cardinals who had the moſt intimacy withſ- 
. the Pope, did aſſure, that there was nothingſj 
more,caſie, than the bringing itabout. Theſſkai 
Cardinal;:Nephew, tho' a Man of great ſubygy 
tilty of Wit, and a.pretender 40 SagacitYiſhic! 
yer, was made a Gully ; for they induc hum: , 
to make the propoſal of it to his Uncleſkic 
withour knowing its tendency. But thihyc 
Cy pe Popel.. 
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\ [Pape fhew'd:more firmnefs or that fide; than: 
| [was expected; for heanfwer'd, -rhat - tho” his 
 IChyrargeonwere ſtill more uncapable and uns 
» Ikillful, yet wou'd he keep: him, becauſe he 
- rou'd riot refolve upon diſcovering himſelf 
1 before a new. Chyrurgeon; and concluded 
/ Ivith faying, That he had rather endure his 
L Jown, than change. _ _ 
ce |. Nevertheleſs, they did not deſpair of mas. 
0 king His Holineſs condeſcend to it, at the 
d Blbog run; and I do not queſtion, but that 
;$ file wou'd, at length;have comply'd withi their 
id Fkfires, had they perſever'd:ih their Perſua- 
& fllons. But while they were contriving new 
of flneans to introduce Yerſell; into the Pope's 
ik Family, news came to Rome, that (the Duke 
8 Wr5n0, after having quaſht the Faftions' of 
nd lis Army, Conduted it to Sienna, in ordet 
10; Yb re-inveſt Perraccz in that Government; int 
Ot Slopes that this re-inftation wou'd* Help 
y Uſtim to chaſe the Houſe of Medici from 
the Borence. ; MOLL PDF 
vith]. The Pope, ſeeing the Conſequences of this 
ngMarch, dreaded loſing what he had>moſt 
kr ; afid fuppofing that the Duke 4'7rbind 
ſud-Fou'd not have fram'd fo hardy 'a Project 
1t/ithout the participationof Cardinal 'Petrues 
hm who had not dar'd to appear at Rome; and: 
nclekid- at 4 Country-Hole, ' fince the - Dif 
; tiirace | befall'i- his Family.” His Hokies: 
Amma. had 


2ope]!, 


404. © The Secret Hiſtory of 


was intercepted, which he wrote to Aztorio 
Nini, his Secretary in the Court of Rome,” 
They found it all in Cypher ; and this Cir-. 
cumſtance augmented the Pope's Suſpicion® 
and Curioſity ; for without this it had been- 
{ſkghted. The Art of Decyphering was not” 


yet in uſe, and the Pope cou'd only learn 
from Nini the tenour of the Letter. His 
Holineſs ſent for Nz#i; and he,. inſtead of 
ſetting a good Face on't, gave ſo many tokens 
of Surprize and Fear, that the Pope preſsd. 


him the more; and as he continu'd obſtinate, 


denying Complyance with his Holineſs, he 
threatned to put him upon the Rack. He ap» 
pear'd then ſo unhing'd, what he gave occaſi- 
" on to execute upon him, what had been on- 
ly propos'd to jright him ; the Inſtruments 


of. Torture were brought, and Nizi had 'no'f 


ſooner ſeen them, . but that hediſcover'd the 
place:where he had hid the Cypher, which 
Cardinal Perracci had left with him. Thus 
other Myſteries came tolight than thoſe they 
hunted after. | 


Not. that the Conſpiracy was, in this Let-ſ} 


ter, ſoplainly couchr, as to be underſtood; 
but-ſo.many Particularities were there,which 


ſerv'd to hint it,- that the Pope was advisd| 
nevertheleſs to put Ni to the Rack, tho' he| 
had deliver'd che Cypher. And indeed  rhey ; 


h. 


[ 


gt. 


hadhi mſo narrowly watcht, that a Letter! 9 
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hegan tormerit him, but on the firſt pain he 
felrc, he reveal'd all he knew ; and as his'De- 
- [tention had been fo ſecret, 'that his. very 
= Servants knew not what was become of him, 
1 Jhe having been call'd out in-the name of one 
- Jof his Intimate Friends. The Pope did not. 
t Jdefpair 'of decoying Cardinal Perrucci and 
n J#erſe/l;, the two principal Accomplices, 1n- 

IS Fthe Snare prepar'd for them, tho' abſent at 
ft Fthat time. "And this Contrivance was us'd to 
8 Jdraw them intgy@e- Nooſe. Inquiry was 
d made, 'in what Face Yer/e!/; reſided at that 
& time, and they were inforn'd, that the 
& Fbonfalionere of Florence, call'd Gori, had ſent 
P* For him to Cure him of a ſecret Malady : 
> I This Magiſtrate was devoted to the 'Houſe 
N-Jof Medici; and the Pope, who truſted in 
WJ him, ſent him word, that he might make 
N0'Juſe of Verſelli; but that he ſhou'd cauſe him - 
be to be watcht with ſo much diligence, as that 
ch he might not eſcape out of his reach, that fo 
WJ he might be able to reſtore him in Jon time, 

& fand when he requir'd him at his hands. 

1. The Commiſſion was difficult to accom- 
et pliſh, becauſe Yerſell; was to be ſecurd, 
od, Without his knowing of it himſelf. Bur Go- 
ich 7: .was fo dextrous, that he fullfll'd his di- 
isd rections, by cauſing him to come and lodge 
Telar his Houſe, and by furniſhing him with 
1eY: Wltcient Recreations in his own Family, fo 
a0}. Dd 3 WE as 
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What made the Pope att in thismanner was, 
that he had a mind to attract Cardinal Pes 
trucci to Rome, a thing not tobe thoughtof, 
if it appear'd that he had ſecured Yer/ell;, by 
reaſon that the ' Cardinal, wou'd inſtantly 
have harbour'd aſuſpicion of the Confpiracy's 
being diſcover'd. Thus, while Verſelli was 
unwittingly'a Priſoner at Florence, the Craf, 
tieſt Emiſlary of rhe Court of Rome was ſent 
to the Cardinal, to prevail ithhim to come 
rbither: © The Pretext was that the Pope 
ſeeing his Nephew wounded, and being not 
able to hinder his Troops from disbandi 

or to debauch rhole of the Duke 4'7rbine, his 
Holineſs was no longer in a Condition to 
maintain his Authority in Szenna, and re 


ſoly” d to re-eſtabliſh Petrucci with Decorun ||| 
in that Town, before he ſeem'd rodoit ourof JL 


Compulſion. This Fiction was ſo conforma- 
le ro the poſture of Aﬀairs at that time, 


that Cardinal Petrucci, with all bis ſhrewd» ( 


neſs took it for truth ; and the Pope having 
ſent to him thereupon, that he only waite 


his Return, tocontrive with tum the man; 
ner, by which Old Perrwcc# was to return 
into S$z2na. He ſuffer'd himſelf to be pers 
ſuaded to take a Journey to Rome, and to 
preſent himſelf at the Popes Anti-Chamber, 
where he was ſeizd and clapt immediately” 

into 
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as not to be oblig'd to go ſeek themelſe-wherg! 


J 
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intoa Dungeon. A Courier was forthwith 
diſpatcht away to Florence, where Yerſell; was 
nabb'd playing at Dice, and, under ' a good 
Guard, brought away to Rome. _ 
- As Cardinal Perrucci's Detention cou'd not 
be ſecret, the Pope had giv'n Order to aflem- 


heya Conſfiſtory, as ſoon as he had {et 


vot in the Palace, and all the Cardinals,then 
it Rome, met accordingly, thinking their 


Convention was toregulate the affairs of Sis 


era, But they were very much ſtartled, 
to ſee the Pope's ſevere Countenance, 'and to 
hear his Holineſſes Speech, which cou'd not 
be more ſpirited, and more touching. He 
exagerated the Benefits he had heaped upon 
the Sacred Colledge, for the making them 
the better conceive the Ingratitude, Then 


| | he ſpoke of a Conſpiracy framed againſt his 
| Life, by ſome Cardinals, without further 


explaining his Mind.” He concluded with 
offering to pardon them, if they own'd the 


- | Crime at that very inſtant, and askt his Par- 


ig | don in the preſence: of their Fraternity ; and 


'on the contrary, proteſting to abandon them 
fo the utmoſt rigours of the ſecular Arm, if 
they negleted the moment he now granted 
them of Clemency. 
Cardinals Soderin: and Corneto roſe up 
from their Seats, and proſtrated themſelves 
at: the Popes © Feet, who pardon'd them, 
| Dd 4 in 
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jn conſideration of a Fine of. ten..thoyfatid 


Crowns each. 'This ſlight Contravention tg 
his Word, joyn'd to the ſigns. of, Indignatis din 


on, Which appear'd in ſpight cf him in his 


Face, made Cardinal Corxero judge it conves fi 
nient, to truſt it only with feſerye. He 


went his ways horhe to ſhitt his own emis 


hency into a Diſguiſe, he pur on the Garb of ſſh 
4 Roper and {ſunk out of Rome thus ridi-: ſho 


culoully traveſty'd. He only beat the hoof by 
Night, till he came into his own Country, 


where he ſperit cle reſt of his days in change 


ig his Forms and lurking Holes, ſo ſtrong. 
ly wis he till perivaded, notwithſtanding 
What had happen'd, that the effec of the 


Predictions I have mention'd, was 1nevita- i; 


ble. Yet nothing of what he expeted came 
to paſs, tho'che M:gician had .not told him 


one [Yllable of 'a Lye; for the: Pope &y'd: 


yourig, and of ah untoreſeert Death. His 


Succeſlor, calla Adrian, was the Son of a Þþ 


Flemming Bear-Brewer, that had rais'd his 
Fottine by his Leaning, and poſſeſ:'d but 
one Biſhoprick, which th 


e Emperour, whoſe fn 


Tutor he had been, made him, as 1t were þ 
by force, accept of. All the Equivocatjon | 
in the marter, and what deluded Cardinal Fi 
Corneto, lay in Adrian's not being. yet of the | 
Sacred Colledge, nor was he admitted of it, || 


till che Promotion Iam going t2 relate. 


Cardinal |. 
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4 [-Gardinal Soderint banith'd himſelf to Fux- 

9] "'N where he'dy'd of:Melancholly ; and Car- 
1s dinal Reario was neither made a Priſoner, noE 
ynder the proſecution of theLaw,for the ſame 
Reaſon that had engap'd him in-the Conſpi- 
acy.ti' For the Pope' being atraid that 'he 
is thou'd be upbraided;' with having gn 
of the ancient Quarrelsof his Houſe, "if he 

i» ſto Death that Old Cardinal, who. refus'd th 
Yy wk his Pardon, contented himſelf with ex- 
y, Iiting from him a hundred thouſand Crowns, 

+ Im Condition he ſhou'd go abide in the King- 
g- fllom of Naples, whene he had many Bene- 
1g Flces: |. 

> \'Thus Cordinal Seal was the only Perſon 
a- ken, into Cuſtody, at his going'out- of the 
ne Confiſtory, and popt. into a Dungeon. Thus 
m far the Pope had ated in the Formalities, but 
-d fo did he-not continne ; for inſtead of Com- 
lis Jniioning Cardinals, forthe Tryal of their 
a Þrothers, - or nominating at. leaſt two of 
us Jhem, to aſſiſt atdrawing up the MalefaQors 
ut || roceſles, till it was time to give the Verdict 
ſe Jo the wonted manner, the Sacred - Colledge 
was interdicted the cognizance of it, and all 
the Accomplices were indifferently referr'd; 
mithout diſtin@tion of Quality, to the com+ 
non Judges for Criminal Matters,” who in a 
ittle time made them undergo a moſt ſevere 
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Cardinal Perrucciz after. having had high 
Membersdiflocated on'the[/Rack, was ſtrano:he 


led in the Dungeon, by an A2hiopian, call {in 


Orlando; and his Secretary Nini underwentir 
the like Fate. . The Operator Yer/ell: waz it 
drawn upon a Hurdle, Hang'd, his Fleſh tor fine 
with - Pincers, ' and - Quarter'd, ' -Cardinal he 
_ Sagli rana riſque of- his Life, if he had beenſy 
Ieſ; belov'd: by the Popes Eldeft Siſter. This hw 
fairLady,who had anAlmightyCredit o're het fi 
Brother's Dyſpolitions, threw her, ſelf at his 
Feet, and wou'd not be got up, till ſhe hadfn, 
obtain'd Sau/z's Pardon. -. Fn 

What abſolutely incensd the Sacred Colsfſhn: 


ledge againſt the Pope was, That exceſliveſac 


Sums. were: exaQted from - the Parties thitſſhe 
were Pardoned ; for the way to punith Peri 
ſoas.in their Purſes, having not been as yeh 
practis'dat the Court of Rome, they imagind 
that thoſe who were: made to redeem theithi 
Lives were innocent; .and only put into theſÞ [| 


Liſt of the Canſpirators, as being known toffivi 


be Rich, and that the Pope's Coffers wantedſilti 
Money to continue the War of /75;». Theſe 
Complaints the Cardinals made hereof, ex 
aſperated the Pope, -and. made him declareffis * 
he. wou'd return nomore into. the Confiſtoſy 
ry, ſince it was only full of his Enemies, till 
ſuch time as he had :introduc'd ſuch truſty 
Perſons in it, as that his Lite might be therque 
| in 
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Ht fafety: And; indeed, ina tew days after 
the made a Promotion of one and thirty Cars 
Kinals.In thisnumber eight there were of high - 
tÞirth, the principal of whom, was Pompey 
Whorna., who prov'd the moſt dangerous 
hnemy, the Houſe of Med:ci has ever had ; 
al he reſt were divided; for ſome of 'em were 
nſarely indebted, for their Dignity, to theif 
$lwn Merit. Others had the Cap out of Fas 
et our, as the Pope's Phyſician, who propo- 
fling his Son the Evening afore the Promoti- 
ado; and his Holineſs excuſing it, upon his has 
meg already giv'n his Word to thirty Per- 
ol-6ns ; rhe Phyſician reply'd to him, That as 
veſmatrers then ſtood, it wou'd not be thought 
hatfibe more ſtrange at Rome, that the Promoti 
erm was of one and thirty Perſons, than if it 
yaere juſt thirty. In ſhort, ſome there were 
ndſtat diſhonour'd the Sacred Purple, by ha- 
elting been choſen out of low'r Motives. 
theÞ® In the mean while Cardinal Bib:ana, who 
| tOlommanded what remain'd of the Ecclefi- 
tediſtick Troops, in the Dutchy of ©rbis, 
Thxfteld out for Succours. He had to do with 
ern. Enemy, who left him not at quiet; and 
areÞis Souldiers, ſpighted at obeying a Man of 
ſtouch low Extra&tion, as Bibrana, threatned 
tilfp kill him, when he made them undergo 
uſtyte leaft hardſhip. The Pope writ chroes 
hereur all Europe for a re-inforcement, and at 
' _- length 
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length ſet his Army. again! on foot,” the? j iff 
did not anſwer the hopes he had conceived b 
of its Pertormances ; Ge it was beaten : bes 
fore Pizarro; and the Duke d'Vrbino way [t 
upon the pointof ruining it to all Intentg) 
when the Pope renew'd the. deſign of ſpiris F 
ting ore his Troops. He employ 'd for this 
purpoſe eight hundred thouſand Crowns? 
and the fubtle Hugo de Moncadez was his|f 5 
Inſtrument in this Project. This ſhrewd} 7 
Spaniurd, it ever there was one, who beganſÞ 
then only to enter upon the great Employ-FP 
ments, through which he puſht on ſine} 
by all manner of ways, did ſo well adjuſt if 
his Intrigues, that the Dyke d"7rbina cameſf . 
to be abandoned on a ſudden, when he leaſt ly ( 
expettcd it ; and all the Fayour afforded himſþit 
by the Deſerters, was leave to retire” 
and take along his Moyeables and his Li” 
brary. | hk 
Then the Pope inveſted anew Lorenzo def"! 
Medici with the Dutchy of ©r4in,and ſollich ® 
ted Francis the Firſt, to give, him in Mats 
_. riage the Heireſs of the Houſe of Bologna : 
which was granted him. The Duke of Alﬀ 
bania performed the Negotiation, and wal 
promis'd, in Recompence, to be made Gene bo 
ral of the firſt League, that ſhou'd be framÞ 
againſt the Zurks. . A ſtately entrance wap PF 
made _the Princeſs at Florence, vor tape 
ately” 
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lfatch was Confummated; but ſhedyed nine 
«Jonths after in Child-bed, of Fatharine of 
AWedices, who is ro be the principal Subje&t' 
{this Work. The News of 'her Deceaſe- 
re$15 brought to Rome, 1n the time a Courier 
ried, that wirh amazement Mild the 
higflown. He had been diſpatcht by the Re-- 
ne ablick of Yenice, and brought news, that 
hier had ſeiz'd on Zgypr and Syria. 
14 This Augmentation of Pow'r diſpos'd the” 
anWriſtian Princes, to form a League withthe * 
ys bpe, againſt the Infidels. The Plan that 
ce$5 drawn of it, cou'd neither be more Re- 
offÞlar, nor more Magnificent, The Empe- 
meſur -living then in a profound Peace, and, 
08 Conſequence, ableto bring on foot an in- 
jimWite number of Souldiers, was to invade 
irebrace, thro' Bulgaria, with the Forces of 
Liirmany, and the Cavalry of Poland and” 

Wurgary. Francis the 1ft. promis'd to em- 
, Ark at Brizdi, with the Croiſades of France 
ligand /Zaly, which amounted to above two 
1aundred thouſand Men, for the making a 
70; deſcent into Albavia, where the People 
4}Ficed for an occaſion to Revolt. The Eng- 
wall; Spaniards, and Portugals, had under- 
-neÞdok to fit out two hundred Galleys, which 
m{WÞou'd bear away for Conſtant inople,where the 
waſfope wou'd go in'Perſon with a hundred o- 
th$&&r Galleys, of which he wou'd be at half- 
ch charge 


c 
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charge with che: State of Vevice, Buta'\ 
decine unſeaſonably taken, ene 
vaſt Proje&.:- The Emperour Hem i e 
had gota fancy-to take a Purge, at his retury 
from Wild-Boar Hunting, and. this coſt him 
his- Life; or that his Humours were togou! 
much ſtirr'd and fermented, or that he hadſſo! 
done too much'Exerciſe the day atore. Twop 
Illuſtrious Rivals. put in to ſucceed him : 
namely, Charles his Grand-ſon, and Francis cc 
the Firſt, But they went. to work in twoÞun 
different manners. Charles backt his Precþ an 
tentions with a good Army, which appeardſſ« 
in the Low Countrys ; and Francis reſtedſþ " 
fatisfy'd with buying with ready Money, their 
Suffrages of the Electors. » ere 
"The Pope ſent Roberto Orfini to the Die nc 
to. prevent the Ele&tion of either of thek F J 
Candidates; and Orfini, the moſt dexterouff 
Negotiator of histime, did not remain longf 1 
at PFrancfort, without penetrating, by fi 
wonderful acuteneſs, into the. ſecret of the F 
Aﬀair. He wrote to his Holineſs in a Dif 
ſpatch, that cannot be ſufficiently Commeapo 
ded, - that the Germans paulm'd upon Francis im 
the Firſt, by raking the Gold and Silver- © if a 
France,and that not oneEleor was therebut het 
wou'd refuſe him his Vote, when the ft ps 
came to give it ; that indeed leſs Repugnarca| 
Ud they harbour in their Minds-for Prindtfis 
C he *t 


the Houſe. f Medicis: 415 
a but that neither wou' 'd it. go 0n-his 

2, provided there were upon the Rank, 
German Prince: capable of expending at a. 
ate fitting to uphold the Majeſty, of the Em« 
mie. Upon this Foundation the Pope endea» 
wh ur'd to undeceive Francis the Firſt, and 
Fl wiſh out of his mind his Pretenſion to the 
'0 mpire, by ſhewing him the impoſſibility of 
x attaining it. He diſcover to him the E. 
f tor's Intentions, and added that he had no». 
ling more to do, than traverſe, by all 
Wy anner of means, the Elefion of Charles, 
Fac: auſe that Italy and Prance might well 
di rbour all manner of Apprehenſions from, 
he Prince, who cou'demploy all the Iron 1n; 
$:rmany, with the Gold the 7ndies began to 
a nd him in abundance. His Holineſs far- 
kr obſerv'd, that the ſureſt means to hin- 

ul kr him, was to Cabal for, the Marquis 0 

"gh andenbour who had already his own. 
autfra en ', Ov of Ele&or, and held him- 
thelf aflur'd of that of his Brother, the Arch-. 
Di ih op of Mentz, that the five qther Ele- 
a pfs wou'd declare themſelves infallibly for. 
= , as ſoon as they ſhou'd ſee him backt_ by: 
"a and the Holy See ; but that without 
chic two ProteCtions they wou'd lift up 
Wharles to the Empire. 
4 Moſt Chriſtian King did not. receive 
Is Office with, the fame ſincerity it was 


paid ; 
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paid, fo difficult a thing is it, for a ' Man tell 
be perſuaded by the famePerſons,by whomhdglly 
thinks he has already been deceiv'd, His Maje- Nyc 
ſty fancy'd'it to beanArtifice us'd to make himf.. 
renounce his own Glory. His anſwer ſpokelly 
him a Prince, that thought himſelf Cocks, 
' ſure of attaining his Aims ; and the Pope ſeeſhir 
ing his obſtinacy, did no longer doubt, butſhþ 
that Charles wou'd be choſen, and unwilling js 
by Conſequence, unſeafonably to incenſe himzg 
any longer by Fruitleſly croſs-biting his Ef! 
leftion, he wrote to Roberto Orfini, to profilyi 
mote and favour his Pretenees, which he didffih, 
with ſo good a Grace, that Charles was obfy1 
lig'd to -his Holineſs for his Offices, or ti 

leaſt he ſo'himſelf expreſt, bbc 
"In the height of rhis Intrigue, the Popylh 

receiv'd the moſt ſenſible Afﬀiction he wala 
capable'of, by loſing young Lorenzo de Meine: 
cz, his Nephew, who dyed of an Intempeiſſg 
rance, Heleft but one Legitimate Daugliſ@r 
ter, and a ' Baſtard Son. Thus there onlylſg 
remain'd of the Maſculine Line of Coſmo thifkio 
old, the Pope, and Cardinal de Medic? Th 
Cardinal de Medici was not in a Capacity ta i 
raiſe up his Houſe again ; for beſides his be 

ing a Prieſt, his Birth lay expas'd to fo niudihs; 
Cavil, that Eccleſiaſtical Dignities were thd:; 
much fitter Province for his CireumſtaneShi 
they being' a Sphere which none pur 4 
; | INS 
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him, than for him 'to Uſurp a'Station in the 
World, wherein the Popes: > ao was 
e hot ſufficierit to maintain himes'” © 5 35? 
mE-" Thus the Pope's Ambition having n6t a: 
keldomeſtick object more to: promote, . was 
iQ henceforward altogether buty'd in fignali- 
ling his Pontificatez by a&s tranſcending, or 
uit leaſt equalling that of Gza/zo the ſecond}; 
"gfhis Predeceſſour. | He ſent the Cardinal ec 
IMBMedici to Florence, there to ſupply Loren- 
Eflvs Room, commanded him to govern it 
b/ vith as much gentleneſs, as that young Man 
ad affeted harſhneſs. And indeed, Loren- 
had been dazl'd with bis Uncle's Gran: 
al tur. And;hisFlatterers had | made a ſhift 
Corrupt him to all Intents.”'He imagin'd 
"x imſelf the greateſt Captain of his time,.. for 
athe had a Body proper to fupport all the 
eafitigucs of War i;; and in: this 'Conceit, tins 
tad of flattering the Floreutines in their 
oh ommerce, he-only talkt of Military. Fun 
n!Bions and had-nought imported from Fox 
tie gn Countries, :ave Arms and Horſes. The 
TiY dnqueſt of thin had infpir'd him with the 
Ms. Wign of re-eſtabliſhing-rhe ancient *King- 
behbmof Zetruria inthe fame ſtate; "as at.the 
uelth pinning! of. the Roman Common-wealth ; 
I "@d'as 5" Republicks of Sienna and Exceh 
" $0ea part of thar Kingdom, Lorenzo. was go» 
go deſpoilthem'of the little Liberty;they 
him Ee had 
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bad left. He hadalready taken | | 
of a Fortreſs at Saumimato f. Florence, and Mt 
that once built, he wou'd have demanded fy 
of the Emperour, to Eret Tuſcany into a Kiog-ſi ; 
dom, and if he had beeyt refus'd, he woudihk 
have made his Addreſſes to'his Uncle. - ſk 
\ The Florentines being no ftrangers to thigh 
Proje &, might well fear its being proſecuted; 
_ by the Cardinal de Medici ; and Befpair wass: 
but tao capable of hurrying them .to the wir 
moſt Extremities againſt his Perſon, if kefſ 
had not at firſt expreſs'd his cating, toiby 
only to repair the Failures of their late. Rus 
ker, . and re-inſtate the People in 'partedt Eres 
dom. Hedid .it not however;! for he 18 þ 
mitted not the. choice of Magyſtrates, buy 
bating that point, he fuffer'd rhem to _enj 
all:the other Priviledges,. fkrvieg to Wr 
and flatter them inthe Opinion the ah Wo 
c7s 'were glad they ſhou'd entertain of theſe 
pretended Franchiſe, The:Pope was, if: th e 
mean time, induſtrious to improve the: 
lity of Rome, and made Noble; Regiilatighſie 
- for rheremoving and rooting 'out the Sali v 
of Feuds and Quarrels, trariſmitted from. its 
thersto Children, For ſincethe FaQtionsgbd 
theiGre/uhs, and Cibellines, a' Man that: hilfti 
been-snathers Heir, was'bound to. xeveh ape 
him on all his Enemies,. andif. he- declind ce 
going, 'out of Puſillanimity, of a Principe: 


> Krdiiik Metin 7 
if Relig 20h, link and retire he muſt out. of 
the World, and pads all . big| Life in Infamys 
ichout daring to appear; in Publick. Then 

ſis HolineGſertled a Colony in Rome, in: the 
Flace where theFicld of Afars had been,. and 
teopl'd it wath poor Lombards, whom the 
ars of Mikanhad compell'd to change theit 
Kountry. : _- 

(He eaſily pardon' d all ſorts of Crimes, pro- 

ded they did not diſturb the Publick Quiet; 
end the unfortunate Giovanni Paulo Bigliont 
ou'd not obtain any Favour for ſome Ex- 
tons he had -Commitred at Perouza, tho”. 

| the Court of Rome interceded in his 

( OY and: that the Houſe of Mezic; was 

outy 3: indebted to him for its Reſtauras 
Wor lorence. The Pope ſent for | him 
per ſo ſpecious a.Pretence, that he ſuffer'd 
Mimſelf to be' noos'd, however Cratty i in 0+ 

xl " r matters; Tlie Orf ?ni;, who loſt in him 

dificir beſt Refuge, he having never 4ail'd 

Ay ing to their Succours, with two or three 

IC oy puſand. Souldiers, upon the firſt Summons, 

-\ [vain ſet 's going all manner of Engines for 
$lafety. {Nevertheleſs was he beheaded, 

Id yet AY impeach'd of the leaſt of the 

imes he hid Committed : For this-execrd- 

þ Wretch kept his own Daughter inthe 

= of the whole World, and bad neither 

« Pp & ard toRelgion, of toPub ick Faith, in as 
Wittie ROI; Ec 4 This 


420 The' $eeret | Hiſliry of 


The Puniſhment <of Sebaſtian de Treviſe'f 
had more atieRing Circumſtances. This ManzF* 
the moſt famous Lawyer of his;rime, having 
been fercht from ' Padoua to' Rowe, to teach 
the Law. He acquitted himſe}f: admirably 
well of his Profeſlion, and had not yer beer Ff 
rebuk'd by Juſtice, when he-came' tothe 

Convitted of having been Concernd 1 in-the}: 


Fallitcation of: a Publick A&; \ However, fr 


the:Rope wou'd have himto be-proceeded' # q 
gain{t,; with all the Severity of the Law, Te 
ar burnt he was alive in. the. Fietd of Flow 4 
Or the contrary ſecret Crimes; and: tho? 
that-did nor directly. claſh the Authority off 
tae Holy Sec, ,or'the tratne "of Government [ 


then in vogue,. were.neither calfd to accoulth” 
noj punith'd.; Jmtheir regard-thd his: Hola * 
Defitaliett to paſs for Debornairein: 200 : 
» His innate Magnificencerendred his Pope" 
dom to much the: more 'tanious;'in that "Mf A T 
lexauder and: Giulio his Predeceſfors had onlyf te 
ixejt Liberal-roi Svuldiers;: ;People -were t 4 
ver-joy'd to ſee them fucceededs:by - a Mal 
who hardly tinted or. deny'd the [leaſt 0 
their: Deſires, and he excusdhimfſelt. wit þ-r 
abrli' a GracefuJnets,: when,:under the n joal 
.fraint of a Refuſal, that not'abMortal wenk * 
difcontented from him. :;Alt ſorts of. Perſolt 
might (ce himy;during the Repaſt-;and if 
ouſery's. em:to'b6 40 Oy he delig iP. p 
-T s 2A W 
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ig: making them'draw near;: and diſtributing. 

* bi ong them'a Purſe of Duccates, which he 
ook care to fill every motning, and'never 
Riad a day: without emprying 1t. As he 
1, (9V'd Luxury and Pleaſure, People were-not 
7 Fyanting'to propoſe to him, all they judg'd 


- (pable of ſatisfying thoſe two Inclinations:; 
| it this his beſt Friends conniv'd, inſtead of 
" rproving it, and became themſelves the'M1- 
| uſters of his Wantonneſſes and Riots, as be- 
. Ing aſſur'd thereby to keep their Tenures''in 
pc is Favour. Beſides, moſt:of the Cardinals 
jb ly:d in ſuch Exceſles, as'wete little woo ng 
Atom thoſe of the Pope. 
ent ; Thus the Sacred Colledge did much deg: : 
erate from what it was: wont to be; tor 
ut leretofore none were-admitted into it, fave 
"Perſons of Ability and Merit ; and theſe Per- 
b bns having. no other Fund ro fubſiſt on, than 
|, mean Penſion giv'n them by the Popes, 
rere remote from Luxury, as much out of 
" ceſlity, as inclination.: 'Butrthe Mode be- 
ng introduc'd, under . the four foregoing 
+ of. Pes, to. reſent the. 'Cap''to younger 
vlſ of -.Soveraign Houſes under Colour 
at thoſe young Princes did it honour, -in 
Jyearing it, and thoſe -fame Perſons, being 
plides poſleſs'd of the: beſt Benefices,: [that 
.c ell Vacantin States, tliatfo they might not 
Þ much LEI. of . being foolfirties -of 
WH E e: 3: +  ſacceed- 


mn Tale + Ellery of Ms 4 


ſucceeding in the-Femporalty. The abyniſ 
dance of ;S many Riches and Convenienciaff 
had augmented the Luxury of their Houſe 
and this Luxury appear'd in all its luftre ay 
Rome, for that their Relations were rathel* 
inclin'd they ſhou'd there abide, than inf} 
their own Country, '-where their Refide 
ſtood not with ſo much lafety, for fear hoy 
ſhou'd be whir'd: with the Fancy of raiſing] 
Cembuſtions, as had been experienc'd in the 


Cardinal of Ferrara, who,after having been b 


while peaceable in'thatCity,yet incontinent it 

ly after the Dea:hofDuke Hercules, hisFathet, 

wagnot contented wirhConfpiring againſt we | 
mgm Brother, but had moreover engag 


15 two younger in the ſame Plot,fo asDuſ : 
Alfonſreſcap'd not otherwiſe than by Mirads} 
from the Ambuſcades of his three BrothersÞ 

Among the Cardinals of Soveraign Fart” 
| hes, were thenreckon'd thoſe of Naples, d pc 
Ferrara, of Mantoua, of. Maſſa, and of Bi 4 
fignan, The number of their DomeſtielsI* 
was ſix times greater, than that 'of others; br 
They. had all Equipages of Hunting; and Sta" 
bles, which People went to view out of Ad 81 
miration, the Hunting matches they” mal K nl | 
with the Pope, brought into the Field/'t 
2 multitude  6f "Birds,”''of Dogs , - #ſ 
Huntknen, that whote: Forefts and: Yall 1) 
were forrietimes encompaſs with Nets, arf 4 | 
depopu ted of Game. ts Cardinal | 


"tr yk 
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ail. Cardinal Bibiana had moreover intraduc'd 
Ty other Recreation, of no leſs Expence, 
7 namely, the repreſentation of Plays, in # 
wihacly Hall of the Farican, wherein the De- 

corations were chang'd each A&. Their 

Iyhole buſinefs was to provoke Mirth and 
nep Lavghter, and nofault did People find with 
by the Subjedts being too .Libertine. The 
pl eageſt Miſchief herein canſiſted, that the 
to enildren of the beſt Families, and the Han- 
oy bmeſt, were invited to mount upon the 
ne {t2ge, 2nd ſerve for Actors. 

1 | The Pope had another Infirmity, where® 


gf 1 ſhall alledge two Examples, fince it 1s 
od ditticult to find, in Hiſtory, another Perfon 
6(Þbject to the like. As he was of a Facetious 
<fumour, and lov'd to Tet nothing ſcape, 
«46 [Yithout turning it to his Diverſion, as ſoon 
wls he perceivd a Man prepoſlefs'd with a 
- [Food Opinion of himſelf, he applauded him 
2x01 all occaſions, and made it his buſineſs to 
patter him, till fach time as he causd this 
«4;10finciple of Vanity, to degenerate into Ex- 
o-4i{itavagance. That Secretary of his, the ablett 
a4 19an alive for Chancery Expeditions,was call'd 
ada Evangelift Taraſconi: This Perſon bad the 
- {Weakneſs to negle& what he knew 'to Per- 
action, 'and pretended to Sciences he did not 
avelanderſtand, As he.cou'd not be ignorant 
;{[that the Pope delighted morein Muſick, than 
nal Ee 4 if 


gzi4 be Secrer Hiftory of 

In other" Arts,” -as being therein. moſt” skill: Jde 
ful: and irefin'd,” he apply'd: his mind (tot; an 
withqur other deſign atfirſt, than the being fir 
capable ro-'talk regularly. "of (Simphony; I 
Bur as his Talent lay nor this way, he' mi- fat 
ſtook the Bent'and Senleof the things ſhew'd Jlit 
himby his Maſters. The Pope quickly -per- Jift 

__ ceivd it, and was [not wanting to perſuade fe! 
him,thar he made an admirable Progreſs, in- of 
ſtead of minding him, that'a Man ought ne- er 
ver to ſtudy in ſpight of Minerva. th 
Taraſconi believ'd the Pope ſpoke Truth, {bl 
and ſoaddifted his Thoughts to Muſick, that I.” 
it crackt his, Brain. I ſhall not relate in this '' 
place the particulars of his Follies ; I will on-fo 
ly ſay, tharithey never tyr'd the Patience of V 
him that occaſion'd them;for the Pope ſufferdÞm 
him publickly to maintain,that noMan,aforeÞ'/: 
him, underſtood Muſick, and let him alter 
all the Rules'.of that Art. Nay, his HoltJtt 
neſs proceeded {till farther ; for he madeFp! 
him theArbiter-of all the Symphony of hh 
Houſe, and.promis'd him, .on a day of -Ce&f& 
remony, to cauſe the Muſicians Arms to | beFtt 
bound. under Color, that their Nerves beſ ti 
ing faſt ty'd,. they wou'd touch the Strings]: 
_ -with more ſteddinefs and..delicacy. At laft,Þxi 


- :the' Pope conſented to the taking down 'thei 


*, * 
FR = 


:Tapiſtry of the Hall, where he din'd,': upon|p 
a requeſt-preſented him by Zaraſconi, grous-|k 


ded 


jÞ hed upon this,that'theVoices of the Muſiciat ns, 
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t; and che ſound! of the Inſtruments coming to 


: 


Ul 
d 
bf 
de 
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rike the Silk and Woolen' of the Tapiltry, 


Þft thereby their Force, and foft'ned by che 


fime Reaſon that the Canon produc'd fo 


little-effect upon the like Materials, whereas 
fthoſe Voices, and that ſound broke them- 
ſelves directly | upon the Walls and Marble 
of the Hall, 'the Refletion wou'd be more 
entire- and neat, and wou'd' return more 


hrill'to the Ears, and with 2 more agreea- 
| -uf ſound. 


After Taraſconi, Baraballi de Gayetoferv'd 
for'a May-game to the Court of Rome. A 
Man, he was of a good Family, and well 
made of his Perſon, thought himſelf the beſt 
Ttalian Poet of his time, tho? a thing im- 
poſſible to make more wretched Verſes than 


-{ thoſe of his; which nevertheleſs he rehearsd 


gracefully enough. As ſoon as the Pope had 
heard him in his way, he perceiv'd his Self- 
gonceit, and perſuaded him, that never in 


be] this World, was there ſuch ftately Compoſi- 
be-J tions, as, his Verſes. Baraball;, at firſt, 
nas[dancy'd his Holineſſes Diſcourſe to- be the 
aft, effect of his Goodneſs ;- but the Pope ſtrain'd 
theÞo long to give" immoderate Praiſes' to this 
pon|-poor Poet, every time he came'to recite new 
ud]Picces to him, that he "quite unhing'd his 


ded. bk Brain. 
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Brain, He put it in his Head, that he was 
another Petrarch, and whirld him with a 
deſire to Triumph, as that Poer had done in 
Rome. The Pope took upon him to be at all 
the Charge of the Solemnity, and ſent 
throughout all Europe, to invite the Tribs 
of Parnaſſus. Allthe Ceremoniesthat are tg 
uſher in an Action of this Importance, werg 
ſcriouſly obſerv'd ; and the Pope, to rendex 
it the more ridiculous, woud needs have 
Baraballi to be mounted upon an Elephant, 
a preſent newly made his Holineſs by the 
King of Portugal. The Day was appointed, 
and all the Learned Men in Jtaly were in- 
vited to honour, with their Preſences, a Ce- 
remony that had not been praCtis'd for thret 
hundred yearspaſt, under pretenceof paying 
them the Expeaces oftheir Journeys, imme: 
diately upon their Arrival, and that they 
ſhou'd have a ſufficient Allowance for their 
return home, after having been treated 
Magpnificently, during their ſtay. 

The News of this being brought to Gaiery, 
created Fear and. Vexation. Barzballi's Re- 
htions haſten' d to Rome, todivert him from 


a Proje&, which over-whelm'd both then |; 


and their Poſterity, with Shameand Scandal i 


but the could not in the leaſt prevail ore fo] 


pr {sd a Soul, on the contrary, he tree 


$edhem as Enviers of his Glory, and as H&| 
reticks,|: 


Pr Ig ne So =T">= = Ny © moo -o©&w co a = ago ay - 
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gin n'dhis Holineſs defign'd' to 
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| -atichs, that had not a due. Opinion! of the 


Popes Juſtice and Sincerity, fidce' they ita 
impoſe uport 
eWorld. Thus the day being oome(twas 
the Feaſt of San Coſmo, and San - Damzano, 
which tte Houſe of Medici own'd as theit 
ProteCtor) the Poers, tantafticallſy Garbed, 
went rotake up Baraball; at his own Houſe, 
nd Conducted him to the Feaſt ptepared fot 
him at the Popes. 
The SpeQacle afforded ſo much the more 
aſure, if that it was hard ro find, throught 
ut al} Europe, an Old Man of 4 bertet 


Mien than the Triumpher. He was extr4- - 


ordinarily tall, and proportiohably big, had 
afreſh ruddy Countenance, and a venerable 


Beard. - He had on the Triuthphal Robe, and 


was array'd in all the Trappings, and ſur- 
rounded with all the pomp, wherewith the 
Ancients had flarter'd rhe Vanity of their 
Heroes. The Pope, who had an admirable 


' Flucky knack in all forts of Ceremonies, pe- 


wuliarly delighted in having this perform'd 
with the utmoſt exaQnefs. Baraball recited, 
with a Tone wherein he was obferv'd toap- 
plaud himfelf the Eſſay he had Cormpos'd, fo 


J]Rand as his Maſter-piece. All the orher P6- 
| Þlets pretended to admire it, and proteſted, ri6- 
| thing comparable cou'd iſſue front their 
Veins.” 'Fhs Jutges, upon their avowal, ap 


pointed 
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pointed the. Triumph, and Baraball; deſcen, 
ded into. the Court of the Fatzcan, whilethe 
Pope ſtood at a Window to ſee him. moun; 
the Elephant. 
- This el was very odthle and ſhew's 
ſome ſort of Complaiſance tor his Gold: Em 
broider'd Saddie, and Purple 'Houſe, * which 
he was not wont to wear, he gently ſuf 
fer'd Baraballi to pet on his back; and. him» 
ſelf to be led along row ds the Capitol; 'but 
when he.came to paſs o're the Bridge, he 
fell into ſuch a Fury, and causd the:,.Triy 
umpher to make ſo great a Leap, . that had 
not the Rails ſav'd him, the Truumpher had. 
fall'n into the River ; then: ſcour'd the Ele 
phant-back, and topley- -turvey'd all-in. his 
way, from the Bridge to the Yaticay, thats 
to ſay, thewhole Troop of Poets. : What 
render'd the Scene ſtill the more diverting 
was; that the Elephant: return'd into the 
Pope's Court with the ſame Docility, and}, 
without appearing any more mov'd, than if 4 
he had thrown no body down. He was}; 
thought to-have been firſt- ſtartl'd into . that 
pelo vers by the ſight of ſo many People Ic 

by being ſurpriz'd with the confus'd ſoundſp 

of ſo many. Voices and Inſtruments, . obo 

ing on all ſides. ++; 

The. Paſſion |the' Pope fhaw'd. for godly 
Cheer, x made him; love the: Couverſation of oth; 
ourſ..: 
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burthe'moſt famous and agreeable Paraſites, 
it that time in'/aly, namely, ' the; youngeſt 

bf Pogg io's Children, Sacramore, the Che«. 
Iralier- Frandini, and Moine Boufont ' Mariani. 


'd They invented Sawces for a new fort of Kick- 
al haw, only ituff'd with what was moſt deli- 


atein the Fleſh of Pheaſants, and coſt fo. 
tear, that the Pope's Succefſour, cou'd not; 
brbear having him in Execration, when he 
eamin'd the Expence of his Table. The 
- IParaſites were there receiv'd at certain days, 
3 thd' treated in the manner. they defir'd, 6n 
Condition they wou'd endure; without ta-- 
| ting: Pet, albthelittle Malices, that were 
pur: upon them by the Officers in the Kitchin, 
who: made it their whole Contrivance, toim- 
poſe on their 'Taſte and Guſto, and caus'd 
: Fthem/to eat the-Fleth of Crows.and Mon- 
keys; / under the Cover of ſome orher 
Meats: . 4, 
The Pope was likewik careful to invite 


the Cardinals onithe firſt day - of Augy/t, and 


, = _ while>away the. After-noon, 'in 
(pla at * Cards;* but all the. Money 
+ "(Gam amd for, and-all. 'the Winnings were di 


| fributed to the Poor ; but he hadian averſi- 
f Ga for Dice, yet plaid ſo periectly well at 
©: | Cheſs; thatnone ever beatihim at it. ' He 
Iabſtain'd frorm:Meat on Wedneſdays, and eat 


f 
_ſonly bareng on s, and never ſupp'd on 
rl ns "_ ; Saturdays 


« 


638% The Stcret Biffory of 
Satardayi. | 1 have bait :one Cir 
torelate upan rhe abuſe of his Indulgences; 
that has fcapd Padre Paulo, namel 5.chonebel 
ſhew d,' 145 Snineny a Bull, which feta Crounþ 
Tax far admutance intoParadiſe. . 

He negleQed the Fabrick of St. Peter, $6 ys 
finiſh the: Gallery of the Yatican, Painted Jun 
by Rafacte d' bis, that incomparable Wark: Jac 
man, that brought Painting to a point of ſc 
Pertectian, unknown fince Apelles. He. Ji! 
dy'd when thirty fox years old; by he Jilit 
"Popes and his own fault. He had a promiſe Ji 
t3 be madeCardinal,and no doubt had been i ye 
at the firſt Promotion. The Pope delighted [oy 
in Diſcourſing him, and almoſt daily ſure Jths 
vey dhs Work: He faw him once extras ft: 
ordinarily heated, and, feeling his Pulſe; [tr 
fourd that he had a Feaver. He .comrman: bir 
ded him to get his ways:to Bed, and had fy 
him blooded by a Chyrurgeon; butz he 
knew nat | that this Painters. Fermentation M 
proceeded from an over-abundant dafliance 
with.a Lady. | And as Rlooding isever. nor ty 
tal 1oduch [ike Cafes, - 4ad: ns Rafaede did tic 
not diſcover ths Infirmity to the Chyrurgs [H 
on, he fell imto.a dropping, which .cauch'd]k 
him inhis Grave: Hehad laid the Deſigny|jr 
20d himſelfdrawn the firſt Patterns of chil 
Tapiſtry, which the Pope.caus'dto be.made|u 
in Flasders, and thoſe Patterns were fo w Ai 

| wrought] 


! 
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6 wrought and accompliſſit upon Silk and 
9; [Foolen, that the Pope had reaſon to be 
ylcrewith fatisfy'd, tho' the ſuit of Hangs 
n Jags coſt him fſev'nty thouſand Crowns... 
$0 
d 
k 


{ Nevertheleſs Imuſt note in this place, that 
Wmony was neither ſo great nor ſo publick 
under the Popedom of Leo, as it had been 
ader thoſe of A/exander and Julius: Far: 
of Itho' the great Penitentiary was prepoſſeG'@ 
is Ivith two Maximes, which ſeerm'd ro Efta- 
be Blliſh the Venality of Benefices, tho' he majn- 
& Jin'd that the Pope purg'd all ſorts of Symo- 
{7d Iles, and cou'd not commit any: I have 
&d fbund nevertheleſs in Authentick Memoirs, 
us Ithat Leo did pretty often take the pains: to 
a ſnzmine the Expeditions, which. this Peni- 
le; Jentiary preſented him to Sign, and twing'd 
n+ lim, ſometunes with ſevere - Corrections, 
ad jt without threatning to turn him out of 
he Jhis Place, as being in truth the ſbrewdeft: 
on [Mann 7aly for the Canon-Law. 
& [I havelikewiſe found in the fame Place, 
ors that Gie/zo Blanci, his Favourite, nick'd his 
did time, -to make him ſign a Requeſt, when kis 
z& [Holinefs wasſo in baſte, that he-had.not the 
djbure to peruſe it. But Blanci being not 
20; [wont.to cqncern himſelf in ſuchilike matters, 
hefke Pope ſuſpeted fome.trick, and leaving 
-_ What he had to: do; read the Requeſt quite 
ebipre; he found he was 'petitiond ito unice 


a? 
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two Benefices. ſcituated in two Provinees 
remote from one another; and the Motive 
of him who fſollicited the Union, was to 
raze a Church, that ſtood too 'near 'his Cas 
ftle, which none wou'd have oppog'd, if the J'© 
Priory of that Church, with which his-Son 
was endow'd, had been join'd to another Pris 
ory, which the ſame Son held in another J** 
Province. But the Pope did not trouble |'* 
himſelf with inquiring into ' the whole mats al 
ter, he only ask'd Blanci, how much he had I © 
been promis'd to get the/paſſing'of that Re: I 
queſt, and Blanci, thinking he ſtood well 
enough in his' Maſters 'mind, ' to own the ['®! 
truth to him, with impunity, 'made anſwer 
he ſhou'd get two hundred Crowns. He had 
no:ſooner bolted theſe words, but the Pope 
ranto a Tranck, wherein he had Money 
took out two hundred Crowns; 'gave them 
to Blanci, and tore the'Requelt. ” {al 

In this manner did the Pope handle parts I": 
cular Afﬀairs, while Fortune: was labourlin Fri: 
to: embroil ' hit ' with France. He hu iti 
not had any eye with: the Moſt: Chriſtian [1 
King, ſince:young' Lorenzo de' Medici's ARM i 
ance had-proſper'd ſo ill. - Orithe ; contrary 
be complain'd/loud i enough,ithat, at \Pariy[\* 
the Frenco. Miniſtry had: ſpirited from'hbim}* 
Cardinal Ribia1a,: as to take) away! all' ſhad* Ic 
dow-- of 'Doubr; 'but that h& was contriving}#* 
UT 0] - 
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g to be reveng'd, tho'the manner of that Car- 
g(dinals dying after his return, ar his coming 
& from an entertainment, at which the Pope 
had preſented him a Bir, which he durſt nor 
Iretuſe, had not Convine'd the moſt Incre- 
dulous. Befides, ke cou'd hardly diſgeſt 
that the French Governour of Milzy, wou'd 
neither ſuffer the Benefices of that Dutchy 
to be enjoy d by others, than thoſe that 
& | ous'd the Intereſts of F#ance,nor allow who- 
ig [erer diſputed them,to go plead at Rowe, where- 
e [Satore rheHoly See was in Poſſeſſion, of no- 
jj | ninating with fullRight,and of judging Sove- 
i fignlytheProceſicswhich aroſe 1n thatmatter, 
The Emperour had then, at Romez an 
a4 {ADbaſſadour, Fobr Manuel by Name ot 
ve krv'd him with fb much the more Zeal, 
W that he had been more a Favourite of Philip | 
bd he Firft, bis Father, thati any other Spani- 
«0 $#d, and had ſuffer'd Perſecutions from King 
al Ferdinand, after the death of that young 
no [frince. This Miniſter had all the Qua- 
ſi ties requiſite for Negotiation, and had 1n- 
* lhuated himſelf into t he Pope's AﬀeQion, 
Py giving him overtures, which nevertheleſs 
bl 7 d not fpeed, for ſecuring of Luther at the 
3 het of Wormes. And as he had diſcover'd 
at his Holineſs wou'd not be ſorry to enter 
T to aWar apainſt F ranceprovided he might 
og Wrniſh'd with a ſpecious Pretext ; he pro- 
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pos'd to him, in his Maſter's Name; the. 
Plan of a League, that cou'd not be. better, | ., 
contriv'd; for the Emperour was tobe at, all, x 
the Charges, andrun all the riſque, without. 
reaping any apparent advantage. He took | 1, 
upon him to raiſe and. maintain the Artnies: 
He lefr to the Pope the liberty of naming 
their General ; he conſented they ſhoud, Ip. 
receive from his Holineſs, the moſt material Þ 
Orders, upon what they ſhou'd undertake, 
in ſhort expos'd himſelf to the loſing the. D 
Kingdom of Naples, in caſe they came by 
the worſt, Nevertheleſs he renounc'd the. 
Fruits, which the League might thereby, Je. 
reap, | if Fortune favourd his Arms; and 
making before hand but two Lots of the; 7 
Spoil and Booty of the French, he gave one || y, 
of them, namely, the States of, Parma and. Jp 
Plaſanza, to the Holy See; and th* other,. 
containing the reſt of Milan,, was to be r& 
ſtor'd to the Sforza's, without the Empes, 
rour's exatting ought elſe, than a new Oath 
from him that ſhou'd be therewith. inveſted, I; 
The Deſign was tgo well laid, forthePopg |. 
to reſiſt the rempration.of eſpouſing.it., Help. 
ſign'd the Articles, that were preſented him, 
without making the leaſt Alteration-; and. k 
there's no being without Money, in rhe beat 
ginning of a War, he created , four hundreds: 
Offices of Knights, which wer 19g _ ata 
tnoulanayy 
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| thouſand Crowns a-piece, by aligning 
Df them a hundred Crowns Revenue, upon good 
Y Funds. He pitcht his Eyes upon Preſpero 
£' Co/0119 for the Generalſhip, as ſuppoſing the 
X | Marquis de Peſeairo, Commanding the Spa: 
* [niſÞ Infantry, wou'd cotton well enough 
Þ [with him, after having Marry'd his Niece: 
But miſtaken was he in his Conjeture, and 
the Army of the League had no ſooner be- 
gun to act, butthat Proſpero and Peſcairo fell 
'Jout, and claſht more than if there had been 
{no Alliance between them. 
Their Diſcord occaſion'd the raiſing of the 
TfSiege of Parma, and plung'd their Troops | 
into an irrefolution, which wou'd not have 
aild of ruining them, if the Pope had not 
devisd an Expedient, that fitted his purpoſe. 
ITho' he knew how neceſſary the Cardinal 
Jie Medici's Preſence was at Florence, to con- 
Itainthe People in due Bounds : Yet he wrote 


bro, to him to leave that Place, and go with all 
F fftxpedition to the Army,in quality of Legate, 
*:4 order to reconcile the two principal Offt- 
"BY Tin upon,Attion : The 
He, 
IIT 
W., 
reg] trouble.” 'He "made Proſpero re- 


200K a kind of Com-promiſe, whichyleft him 
wow: Ff 2 8 3 hard 
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hardly more than the bare name of Gene+ 
ral ; A this Peſcairo accepted, as findin 
It for his turn, Then the , Cardinal induc'd- 
them both to drive on the War into the Cen- - 
tre of Milay, This they conſented to; and 
Lautrec having not been able to hinder them 
the paſſage of Loglio, as being abandon by 
the Suizzers, in default of payment, they 
were Maſters of the Field, and preſented 
themſelves before the Gates of the principal 
Cities, w herein they were receiv d by there- 
mains of theGbzbe/live Fation.Thoſe of Milas 
were likewitc open'd to them by thePallzvict- 
71's, in revenge for that Lautrec had put two 
Cavaliers of their Family to Death, without 
obſerving all the forms of Law; and the 
French were driven out of Lonhardy the e- 
cond time, with as much eaſe as the for- 
mer. 

The Pope receiv'd the news of this ſuc- 
ceſs, when a Hunting, and had at the fame 
time a tumultuous Joy, that caſt him into af 
Fever. He was wont to ſwallow, at his go- 
ing to Supper, Aloes Pills, which kept his 
Body open ; and Serapita, his Valet de C ham 
Ire, whoſe buſineſsit was to preſent they 
to im, kept them ſo negligently in a Box 
as render'd it eafie-to come at them,, *] 
take of them who *wou'd : Two, days afo1 | 
the Pope lil ill, ts the Butler, Was ming/y. 
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ed to ſteal out a Couple, and ſwallow them» 
but was found dead the next morning in his 
| Bed, tho' tofleep he went in perfe& Health. 
The Pope took them at his uſual hour, and 
perceiving they caus'd in him a thirſty alte- 
ration, call'd for Drink of Barnaby Maleſpi- 
11, Whoſcrv'd him with ſo bitter a Wine, 
that the Pope, who never complain'd of it 
| | t other times, cou'd not refrain from ma- 
king Faces, while a drinking ; and telling 
Maleſpina, I fancy thou haſt laid a Wager to 


L 
; make me drink Purle. Maleſpina made no 
- | Anſwer, and was contented with pcuring 
0 
ar | out what Wine 'remaind in the Bottle, and 


\e | with fetching another. 
The Pope ſupp'd with a good Appetite, 


o and was neither i]I that Evening, nor the 

Night enſuing ; but on the morrow after, 
« | having read the Diſpatch Cardinal de Medicz 
ne | wrote tym from Milan, he was ſeen in too 


af violent Impetuoſities of Joy, for People to 
miſs obſerving, that too rauch foreign heat 
was kindl'd in his Temperament. Yet not 
much minded at firſt, becauſe they did not 
F think there cou'd be exceſs in rejoycing at 
Z] the Diſgrace of the Frexch. Bur the Head- 
1] ach, which the Pope complain'd of aiter- 
og wards, causd ſome reflection ro Le made, 
"4,1 tho' it ſtartled them not ſo much, as the 
4 Huddering he underwent, when he askt. 
| t 3 for 


{ 
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for Drink. The Phyſicians, who obſerv'd F 
' this ſhivering, made no account of it; for 
beſides irs being neither great, nor of long 
continuance, it ended in ſo fine a breathing 
Sweat, that they poſitively declar'd, ir 
' wou'd coft his Holineſs but that fit. Hows | 
ever they had him carry'd to Rome, but 
ſome Miles diſtant; and the Malady aug: 
menting ſtill on the way ; the firſt objed pt 
that offer'd it felf tothe Pope, at his entrance fy 
into the Yatican, was an ill Omen; *cwas a Ut 
Sculptor, who came to ſhew him. the De- jk 
ſign of a Mauſoleam, the King of England in» Yi 
tended to Erc& for his Anceſtors, of the Bip 
Houſe of Lancaſter, whoſe Bones were ga- Bt 
ther'd up throughout all the Countreys in (hi 
Earope, where they dy'd in Exile. As the t) 
Pope underſtood Sculpture admirably well, 
he was very curious that way, and causd Jy 
Michael Anzelo to work on his own Scul- 4 
pture, which redoubl'd his Curioſity for ſuch Þ4 
like works : And indeed he fail'd not to ex- | 
amine that of England, and ſpeak his Opini- Jt 
on of it. Asfoon as 1n Bed, the Fever ſo di- [x 
minith'd, that the Phyſicians believ'd him Þ4; 
"Cur'd. He ſpent two hours in receiving the: Þþ 
Congratulations of the Cardinals, upon the: |\ 
Proſperity of his.Arms, and felt not any Þij 
pain, during that Interval. But all of a | 
ſudden the Fever return'd, nay, and at the 1 
very Jt 
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yery firſt, with that” yiolence, that it got 
jar his\ Brain. Then did they judge the 
 [Diftemper robeextrearh ; all forts of Reme- 
8 [tes wet& ved to bring the Patient back into 
this right Senſes 5 this hey effected, and he 


'* Pifecover'dhis Reaſon, after fix hours agita- 


tion, wherein they had obſerv'd all the 
ſymptoms :of approaching Death. He 0- 
| pen'd his Eyes, and ſpoke, but no more than 
* {bly to recommend his' Soul to God, and to 
Wirm he dy'd' content, after having reco- 
yer'd Parma and Pliiſanza, without ſhed- 
- Ifling of Blood, - Immediately he fell again 
'Finto his Frenzy, andexpit'd at one a Clock 
at Night, on the third of December, Fifteen 
| Fliundred twenty one, being not yetfull for- 
 Fiy ſev'n years old. a 
HJ Never was Pope fo lamented, by his Ser- 


d yants, bating Maleſpina, who, at break of 


* [day, cante'ro the Palace Gate, with an Equi- 
_ page of Hunting, and askr to be ler our. 
- [The Sxzz2ars, on the Guard, being fir'd with 
Þ Jliidignation, to fee a Matt purſuing his Re- 
rea tions, -in the midſt of the publick Deſo- 
htion, ſtopp'd him ; and thoſe who remem- 
2 [bred what'the Pope had ſaid of the Glals of 
I Wine he had giv'n him, thought themſelves 
in duty bound to ſecure his Perſon, and clap 
[Guards upon him. He was the more narrow- 
Ply Wwatchr, after that +} ns, open'd, 
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in it were found two infallible marks. of | 


Poyſon ; one, that the Heart was markt all j 


ore wich Black and Livid Spot, and th' 0 
ther, that the Spleen was ſo: ſtraitn'd _ 


rivell'dup, that much ob ey. had to find | 


' it. The Cardinal de Medici had an account 
giv'n him of all theſe Parcicularities;. and at 
his . Arrival, all the late Popes Servants 
threw themſelves at- his Feer, and: Conjur'd 
him to put Mulz/pina to the Rack. But he 
wav's doing it, upon his being preſs'd to 
enter the Conclave. Yet this was not | what 
hindred ſhim; and thoſe who knew to the 
very bottom of his Soul, judgd he forbore 
to examine into the Pope's Death, out of a 
refinement of Prudence, which made him 
fear findio 0g, among the Culpable, Perſons 
ſo qualify'd, as were able to break all the 
Meaſures he had taken to mount, in his 
turn, on the Throne of St. Peter. Thus 
Maleſpina was releas'd, without having fuk 
ter'd ovght elfe than Impriſonment. He 
wander'd a long time in /raly, and at length 
ſerl'd himſelf in the City of Milan,where nine 
years after Pope Leo's Death, he was Con 


demn'd to be Beheaded for an Aflaſiination. |. 


He own'd nothing, at his Execution, of what 
related to the poyſoning the Pope, and his 
ſilence has giv'n Hiſtorians occaſion to. be 


lieve, nothing extraordinary to have been}; 


in " 


[ly he did not over-heat himſelf; his 
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in thas matter ; and that the Wound'remain- 


ing. of the Ulcer, i of - which T- have already 


ſpoken; coming to Cloſe, and 'the 'i!l hu- 


mours,whichNatureeas'd it ſelf of that way 
from time to time; . being barrd" vent and 


iſſue, had thrown themfelves upbi: the. no- 
ble Parts: They added to back their Senti- 
ments, that the. South-wind blowing at that 
time, had rais'd from the Marſhes; near the 
place where the Pope Hunted, a Peltilential 
Exhalation, that had more influence upon 
his Holineſs, than on: thoſe of his Retinue, 
becauſe that being more-heated, the Pores 
of his Body were .more open to ' the Con- 
tag1ous Air.  Buteaſie it 1s to anſwer to the 
brit of: thoſe Arguments, that' the Wound 
hzd been but too Jately clos'd, to maintain 
that the-11l humours could have had leiſure to 
Corrupt:the Heart and the Spleen to that 
degree they were found to be at the open- 
ing of the Body, / beſides that prodigious 
Thirſt might be attributed ro the Pills, 
which when poyſon'd is unknown.” Ic is as 
faſie to an{wer to the ſecond, in ſaying, that 
[tis to divine and form a Chimerical Exha- 
ktion, as to conceive one, of which the 
Popes Body only to be ſuſceptible ; for be- 
ſides his being not the moſt fervent of the 
Company in the Purſuit, and that common- 
Tem- 
pera- 
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perament wasthe moſt; robuſt, 'and eapabſe ſit 
_ ofreſiſting the Injuries of theAir, of all thofe ſhin 
of the Court of Rome : |Eor. neither was-there ſhe 
a bigger,- nor a more vigorous Man'ifi %his}. F 
Court, and his Humours- were in: fo! juſt x ſhot 
proportion, that they cou'd not have. beeh xt 
diforder'd, | till after a hundred years Cog. Flat 
flict, if there had not been forme Poyſon''jh Pet! 
the buſineſs. = 1. Pit 

Be itas it will, never Pope dy*d of a Dt Þpo 
ſtemper, to which he had leſs Difpofi tion, leg 
He was neither lean nor dry, and his Brain I t 
was too groſs to be offuſcated at firſt, by the Þ 
bare Vapours of a ſlight Feaver. The much Pg 
Exerciſe he usd, ſhou'd exempt him from {li 
an unforefeen Oppreſſion.' He had nothin Jar 
weak, beſides his Eyes;and indeed they were cl! 
very large, yet , was he- able to ſee to ' thi ac 
ſmalleſt things, and reada long white, wirts Pett 
out being incommoded. Moreover he' had got Þr 
a ſort of Spe&tacles, which he ever carry'd #Þw 
bout him, and principally'a Hunting ; they |! 
made him diſtinguiſh /Birds and Beaits at yet 
much greater diſtance, than other PerſonsÞat 
cou'ddo, and afforded him ſometimes theÞgt 
pleaſure of ſhooting and killing them, b&Ps 
fore perceiv'd by others, « Their Matter waF(o 
of Chryſtal, and their Figure Concave, IÞa! 
have not met with the Work mans name; notÞor 
_ of him who preſented: them to the ws I 
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ſz bt certain 1t is,. that bis Holineſs had' no» © 
fe hing ſo precious, and were not broken in 
refthe moſt violent Exerciſes. | 
is} He had a nice and pregnant Wit; and. 
a (otwithitanding he had choſen for his Se- 
an Iretaries, the two moſt Eloquent Men of 
n- Jtat Age ; yet was he capable of tarning; 3 
in letter as well as they, when ſo minded 
: vitneſs that he wrete to Cardinal de Medici} 
+ pon ſending him to Milan, in quality: of 
M1. JLegate ;- and the agreeable Billets he dire&- 
in $9 to his EldeſtSiſter, Marry'd into the Houſe 
he if Cz4o, He likewiſe compos'd eaſie and 
th Iegant Latin Verſes, but did not fo much 
m fight in them, as inth'7za/zan.; and as no 
hp Jan underſtood better than: he, the fineſt 
ere (elicacy of the 7uſcan Tongue, fo no Man 
the Jnade more Elegant Sonnets, nor Elegies 
the Petter contrivd. He had taken the pains 
voto read all the Celebrated Hiſtorians, and 
| +0 he was too quick and haſty to have the 
iy Pitience to make extratts out of them ; yet 
tafſehad chem fo well imprinted in his mind, 
ors Fat he never fail'd of Citing their fineſt Paf- 
thefges, when th' occaſion ſo requird. He - 
bes ſo early accuſtom'd to judge of others 
wafſorks, that his Critxciſme was commonly 
_ "Jallible ; andin the debates which aroſe a- 
notÞong the topping Wits, they appeal'd ſome- 
pe;Þmes from the Judgment of the Academy to 
bu his 
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his' Holineſſes. He officiated the Solemnf 4 
Feaſts with ſo much Grace and Majelty, thatfh.. 
SpeRators flocked thither from all Parts of 1 
Ttaly. The Moſt Chriſtian King, Francis the < 
Firſt, after having ſeen him ſay Maſs at Bf : 
logna, did affirm never to have been betrerf;c. 
Convinc'd of the importance of thoſe Cere. 

monies, for the lifting up the mind to God 


As the Virtue he moſt valu'd himſelf upon, 


was Liberality, heexercis'd it with an adF 
dreſs, wholly peculiar to him. He had ſin, 
dy'd to the very Geſtures, and to thetone off,” 


the Voice, which were to be practis'd in gif; 
ving, that he might the better win the Heanf,, 
of him, who receiv'd any thing from him;Þ,.. 
and never was there obſerv'd more Joy in al 
Face, than appear'd on his, when it chancd 
him to be able to prevent the Requeſts that, 
People had to make him. He affected ſad 
neſs, when conſtrain to refuſe them ; bu,” 
this ſadneſs was accompany'd with ſo tend, 
an Aer, that People took hisdenial in no Wl, 
part. Ten Perſons of Quality were oncþ,,. 
ſeen to demand of him the Arch-biſhopri 
- of Ravenna; he had the fame Civility taſk. 
'emall, diſcoursd'em apart, pry'd, by tha. 
Diſcourſe, into the ſecret of their Intereſts, "R 
and gave the Benefice to him he had a ming, 
to gratify, without diſcontenting th' othe of 
Nine, becauſe he gave or promis'd GY 
thers 


fe 


er; 
ar 
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ers; that ſeem'd fitter for their turns. 
Fhen he gave, he ſtill made his Excuſes, for 
snot having opportunity of giying more ; 
nd che bluſhing, which never taifd mounting, 

ito his Face, made it believ'd;he:;ſpoke fin-! 
Fcrely, and gave ſuch vaſt Ideas:of his Mag- 
ificence, that all the Revenues of the Pope- 
pm, wou'd not have been capable of ſupply- 
4g them, if he had giv'en all from him ex- 

1 Eted. 
al He faid his Father had enjoin'd him three 


W-ſiales for his Condu&, at his ſending him to 


- 08,197, The firſt, to uſe as much care to keep 


of imſelf in his Friends Eſteem, as he had ta- 
Fen to acquire their Amity. The ſecond, to" 


Tj pair,by continual Offices,the Decay, which 


ence made in the ſtricteſt Engagements. 
nd the third, to live without Diſtruſt, 1n 
FI rhat regarded his own Perſon, but to be ever 


nel 


that 


iftident for the. State, of which he” made a 
art. In fine, he had , during his Life, and at- 
tr his Death, the two Kinds of Happinefſles, 
hich moſt ſignalizethe Governments of So- 
Jeraigns. I mean that Rome was extraordi- 
"4 wrily flouriſhing, during his Papacy, and 
Wo miſerable, under the two following, that 
M be Compariſon of them cou'd not be made 
vithout regretting him, more than ever any 
& {an had been. Nevertheleſs a ſmall Diſaſter 
*Þfell his Body, the night before the F we. 
rals 


bu 
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_rals; for the'Seryant, that watcht him alotegs 9 
falling afleep, the Rats attraited, perhaps byf 
the'ſcent of the Perfumes, with which he wed. 
embalm'd, gnaw'd his Noſe, for which Reaſonf' 
his Face was cover'd, during the Cereals 
of the Obſequies. K 


\ 


The End of the Sixth Book. 
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\ S no man underſtood better, than: Leo, . 
AN to gain, the Love of, the. topping: 
—Þ = Wits, by.doing them good, no.man 
id ever had fo great a number ofthem inhis: 
F{tinue, and. Intereſts, Pomponius.. Latus 
pas.the Brat. of,a Country. Laſs, whom the: 
nace,of. Salerno-had abusdnderthe Weg 
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dle of Marriage. He was brought up to ſy 
War, and 'twas the ruin ofthe Houle of Say 
Severino, of which his Father was the Eldeſty tj; 
that made him defiſt from that Profeſſion, p, 
He was of the number of thoſe Learned Men, fg 
who chang'd their Names, upon taking, their I, 
Degrees in the Univerſity of Rome, and wasfþ, 
ſubjec& to the Perſecution that P/atina andCal. fp, 
limachas endur'd on that account, when Pay/ ola 
the 24, inſtead of laughing at this Whim,ima-J; o 
gind it a Cover to a Conipitacy, brooded a- fl 
o2inſt his Life. Afterwards his Auditory was fl; 
ſo fill'd,that aMan was forc'd to go thither by + 
Midnight to get room. He went from his; 
Lodging before Day, and carry'd himfelt his &p,; 
Lanthorn. A hard matter was it to undet-f|,,: 
ſtand him, when he ſpoke Familiarly, but he 
never ſtutter'd in his Explications. He Cook} 
all his Meat hanſelf, and the moſt Iluſtriousf;; 
of his Scholars ſometimes gave him a helping. 
hand, in the Kitchin, for ro eaſe him, when 
they hada mind to make advantage of the... 
time he wou'd have ſpent in that Office. He. 
has left a Grammar, and the Hiſtory of the; 
Emperours, and of the Ruins of Old Rome, 
He dy'd at ſev'nty years of age, by havingſq,, 
drunk Wine with Ice. Ic 
Callimathus, after having been put to the], 
Rack, and tormented more than the other} 
_ Virtuoſi's, becauſe he had aſſutn'd a Greet] 
LS Name] 
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o Name, which the Pope did not at al under- 
nd, .made . his eſcape into Zo/caxy, his. Na- 

; ve Country, from whence Caſimir King of 

Poland, call'd him to be the Tutor of his Eld- 
n eſt Son, reigning ſince by the Name of A/- 
i Bert. He was this young Prince's Favourite, 
but the Counſel he gave him, to rid his 
handsof the principal Lords of Poland, by 
F placing them at the Head of the Army,when 
vB: going to Fight the Moldavians, wrought 
& Fhis Diſgrace, and rats'd him ſo many Ene- 
®Ymics, as put the King under the Conſtraint 
2) fot abandoning him. He found however at 
1 Vilaa, the Capital -Quy of Lithuania, a 
po Friend, who hid him in his Houſe, fed him, 
vichout making any body privy, no not ſo 
he much as his own Wife, aſliſted him till Death, 
(Ueugd his Body tobedry'd in an Ov'n, put 
Wihtintoa Cup-board, and kept it till the an- 
ng Beer of the Nobility being cool'd, he had an 
en honourable Burial made him at Cracow, whi- 
he ter his Bones were transferr'd, - We have 
Hcl thing lett of his, fave the Life of Ladiſlaus, 
tie} ling of Poland, and of Hungary, who dy'd 
Men the Battel of YVarnez, but 'tis ſo fine a Hi- 
0 Mory, that whoſoever ſhall take the : pains 
_. [bread it, will judge, without my giving him 
thi Ithe hinr, that there never was a better ſince 
het | hat of 7 acttus, 
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450 The Secret Hiſtory of 
Geronimo Savoyarola, a Religious of St. P 
Dominick; rubb'd out ina prodigiousAuſterity þ*/ 
of Life at Florepce, and made appear what © 
Eloquence can'do, when backt with the re-J" 
pute of Sanftity. He had the gift of Pro- $f! 
phecy, and this is, perchance, the reaſon,tha | ® 
tho' he hada great eſteem for Lorenzo -d: Þ'© 
Medici, and for his Children, he wou'd ne-$# 
ver have any other engagements with them, |! 
than thoſe of Study, as conſidering them al- 
ready as Perſons that were to ſubje& their |*® 
Country. He govern'd his Republick for the [** 
ſpace of four years, and wasthe fole Depw IP! 
ty 'to Negotiate at Piſa with Charles the 8th, 
whoſe coming he had long atore prognolſti- $ 
cated, He declar'd publickly, that he woudJ#! 
be at Naples, and maintain his footing there, bla 
provided he caus'd his Troops to obferve anJ*** 
exact Diſcipline ; but that at all adventures heþ®? 
wou'd tread the /za/zans under Foot, at his/*7 
return. It's ſomewhat a difficult buſineſs to 
ſay, what occaſion'd the downfall of this ney at 
Prophet. Two things did thereto very muc Lo 
Contribute ; one, the Reformation of Man for 
ners, Which he aim'd at, introducing into/” 
Florexce ; and tl other, the Example he He 
gave, for Peopleto declaim Publickly againlF* © 
the Vices of Pope Alexander the 6th. Arm 
rhere wereagainſt him, the Relations of fe He 
ven Gentlemen, whom he had caus'd to bf! 4 


pl 


, | put to Death, for having Conſpir'd againſt 
y the Government. They ſet Fire to the 
+ | Convent Door, hall'd away thoſe who ran 
in to his Defence, took him and Condemn'd 
him to the Flames, which he ſufter'd in re- 
{citing and begining the Pſalms of Peni- 
| (tence. The beſt of his Works are, The 7ri- 
4 umph of the Croſs, and The Simplicity of a 
Chriſtian Life. 

1. arcileo. Ficino was ſuch a little dapper 
ir | fellow, that he reach'd not to the Girdle of 
te $a Man ofan ordinary Stature, but ſo well 
.Iproportion'd, ſo neat, and of ſogay an hu- 


, 4 mour, that none were ever weary of his ' 


1; Company. He was fo poſſeſlsd with the 
yggareof his Health, that he often ſhifted his 
re black Cap, nay, fix or ſev'n times in an hoyr. 
an He had causd Cloaths and Coverlets to be 
he made him for all the Winds that blow'd, and 
hiehior all the irregularities of the Seaſons. The 


ol Houſe of Medici procur'd him a Prebendary, 


\eyſs Houſe in the Town, and another in the 
uchICountrey, and gave him likewiſe a Penſion, 
fan for Tranſlating into Latin the Works of Plo- 
:nt9/1045, Of Famblicus, of Pſelle, and of Cinefras. 


| hee wrote with all the eafineſs imaginable. 


inf et what he did was fo finiſht, that none 
-murſt venture to touch again and Poliſh it. 
f (eJHe dy'd almoſt without pain at ſev'nty years 
 bÞ&f Age, on the ſame Day that the Floren- 
> Bi tines, 
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AS. The Secret Hiſtory of 
tines caus'd Paulo Yitelli, their General, to 
be Beheaded, leſt he might take revenge for 


rheir having unjuſtly Ne ge him of. Per- 


fidy. 


Galeas Martins ſerv'd King Mathias of 


{Tungary, at the ſame time, as Tutor for 
Sciences, Secretary for Diſpatches, a Cap- 
tain in War, and Champion in *Turnaments. 
He compos'd two Books, under a mnlign 
Conſtellation ; the firſt, treating of Man, 
had the misfortune to be fo roughly handhd 
by Merula the Critick, that its Author, of 
his own proper Election, ſet about fup- 
preſſing-it ; andthe ſecond, treating of the 
Virtue of the Pagans, made him incur the 


Perſecution of the Religious, who causd him 


tobe clapt up into Priſon, whence he had 
been doom to the Flames, if Pope Sixtus 
the 4:5, who had been his Pupil, had not 


1nterpos'd all his Authority, to retrieve himp; 


out of their Clutches, and aiter all, was he 
forc'd to undergo a publick Pennance. He 
liv'd near fourſcore years, and becameſo big 
and bulky, that not a Hotſe was there 
could carry him. He dy'd of a Rupture. 
Elifins Calentius was a Poet famous at the 
Court of Naples, receiving, from King Al 
fonſs, the ſame Penſion that. Pontan, Artili 
as, Gravina, and Sexeſar, whoſe buſinely 


was to judge of pieces prefented to his wr 
W" 


gu 


Iy, or in Verſe or Proſe. As he had fet 7:- 
ballus tor his Pattern, ſo was he of as amo- 
rous a Complexion as that Roman, and made 
Elegies infinitely paſſionate, tho' they were 
{ot all of equal force. He tranſlated into 
Latin Verſe, Homer's War of the Rats a- 
gainft the Frogs, and being become old, with 
aCharge of Children, he repeared his ha- 
ving ſpared nothing, during- his Youth, 
and teſtify'd it by this Epitaph. 


» 

$ 

n 

I, 

: Vanum poſt Cineres de me toto Orbe legatur, 

h S cripta qude j1 /t nt tumulo Carmina digna meoz 

6 | genium natara dedit, fortuna Poetz 

ld Defuit, atque inopem vivere fe cit amor. 

il. Pandolfo Collenucio was a Lawyer by Pro- 

teflon, but ſo inconſtant in his Study, that 

hardly had he the firſt Elements of a Science, 

Xl than that he fell toanotiier, However, be- 

heſ10g well made and Eloquent, and having 

4.1 beſides the Qualities necelſary for Negotia- 

ip tion, he was employ d in ſeveral Embathes. 

rel He compos'd the Apology tor Pliry's Natu- 

'Jral Hiſtory ; a Treatiſe of the Viper, and a 

Dialogue compleatly Boufon, Waggith, and 

;| Badeen, between the Head and the Cap; af- 

terwards he wrote the Lives of the Kings of 
d Naples, in the Tuſcan Tongue, upon the re- 

_ of Duke Hercules of Ferrara, who 
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454, The Stcret Hiſtory of ww 
underſtood not Latir. , He dy'd at Peſard; þ 
where G:ovann? Sforza had got him by Cuns j 
ning, and causd him there to be ſtrangl'd; p 
in revenge, for having intercepted one of his 
Letters. 

Fovianus Pontanus conceal'd under a ſtery 
and damping Mien, a Wit infinitely agreea- 
bleand nice. A Native was he of Carretty, 
in 7mbria, where his Family being deſtroy'd 
by Fire and Sword, he took retuge at Na- 
ples. © Autonio da Palermo, Secretary of State, 
tound him inthe Street; and in his Phyſtog: 
nomy obſerving I know not what extraor- 
dinary, took care of his Education. He 
inftru&ed him fo well, that he became the 
moſt Celebrated of the Poets, and Orators of he 
his time. He wou'd needs alſo undertake ſj; 
to write Hiſtory, bur with ſo little ſucceſs, 
that he accus'd himſelf, that all his endeg- 
vours of that kind, had only diſcover'd his 
Weakneſs. He ſucceeded his Benefa&tor nf 


his place. He marry'd a Wite, who brought h 


him a vaſt Fortune, but, tow'rds the end of 


his Life, he decay'd in his Reputation, by Pp 
means of his Panegyrick. on Charles the 8h, 
and his Dialogue, Intitul'd Charos, the firſt 
of thoſe rwo pieces being ſo ſtuff'd with flat- ® 
rery, and with DetraGtion the ſecond. He Mi 
dy'd when ſev'nty ſev'n years old, ate}. 
having caus'd a magnificent Tomb to befF 

EreQed} 


onc 


/ 
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'J th ; DV. 5% 4 : | 
Freed for his Bones; but forgot to pur 1n- 
thereon engrav'd, of the four he had Com: 


ſpos d. Tha (EPGILC Vi, 
Marcus Antonius Coctius Sabellicus was the 


JSchool at 77voli, where he gain'd ſufficient 
to live on at Rome, for ſeveral years toge- 


nade him capable of being call'd by the Se- 
nte of Yenzce, to write the Hiſtory of the 
> kepublick, and to give Leſſons to the 
joung Gentlemen, for an allowance of three 
Jtundred Crowns. He acquitted himſelf bet- 

ter of the ſecond of theſe Provinces, than of 
the firſt; for the flattery is ſo courſe and 
Jhulfome in his Hiftory, that it's perceiv'd by 
the leaſt refin'd. But the moſt fantaſtick 
part in his Condudt was, that after having 
blunder'd in his particular Hiſtory, he fan- 
od he ſhou'd perform better in the Gene- 
ral. He began that of the World from Adam, 
- find made thoſe great Volumes of Enneades, 
F: which People are far from reading, when 
[once they are inform'd, that the moſt curious 


ht 


ol 


Matters almoſt all are paſs'd ore in filence, 


r and the moſt common band!'d with a tire- 


3 tie dy'd of a ſcandalous Diſcaſes, the ſecret 


dV Gg 4q of 


fl _ 410cenT2 


LA be ro oo es ob. 6s 4 Fo ee : ' OI LE d ee. cn ” , 
s , SI Ben Wes © Fx . 6 PE SOS 0 © > IT. 4 . . 4 my nid ” $4 ps Is 4 _ has n As , Y : 4 bs. 4 
Se "A pg £ 4-0 FIN SR es fe 4 IS wo "4 =" PE $325 L 3 OE: © 3 - To eg v : bas hy 
or” , v4 FA. " ©; 4 ILSS Sa BI + 5 ” 
64 s P - 4 4 . & < 5 O 7 
© IP : | Yo ». "Map 
BET 3 by fn F 
Ea | o e { _ _ 
. - : { j pe 
_ ot : k 
: : AnJ o , 
*þ 4 _ = 
I». * x ” = . $ > # % LA = a 4 


f, fo his Will, which Epitaph he. deſign'd to be. 
Ibon of a Black-Smith, and fell to keeping 


4 ſer. Pomponias Latus introduc'd him into 
The Academy, which fild off his Ruſt, and 


*Fome Accuracy. When ſev'inty. years old, 
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rather to contriveit himſelf, and writ thig 
Epitaph, in which I ſhou'd find no Fault, had 
another made 1t. OY 


Quem non res hominum, non omnts ceperat e@tas 
Scribentem capit'hec Coftion urna brevis. 


 Laurentianas, after having for a long while 


taught Philoſophy and Phyſick at Piſa, and 
Florence, tell to Tranſlating #7ippocrates, be- 
cauſe Theodorus Gaza did not, to his ſeeming, 
expreſs, with ſufficient force, the Canonical 
{tile of that Author; afterwards he was mind- 
ed to do the like with Gallen; and he wrote 


with ſo much aſſiduity, that it's believ' he 


wou'd have finiſht it, if he had nor ben 


whirPd witha Crotchet tobuy a Houſe, tho 


he had not the third of the Money, requi- 
ſite to -pay the Purchaſe. The Man whio 
ſold it, caus'd to be inferted in the Contra; 
that in caſe Laurentianns did not furniſh the 
whole Sum in ſix Months ſpace, he might 
enter upon his Houſe again, without being 
bound to repay what he had receiv'd, and 
Laurentianus conſented thereto, as making 
account to have, by that time, wherewithall 


to clear the Bargain. But the meaſures faild} 


him 


of Curing which'being not thettknown, Hel ki 
tefc but one Baſtard, to whom the wov'dÞ 
not commit the care of his Burial, he lov'dÞ 
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«| firm he had taken, and the term expir'd, 
{| without his being in a Condition to perform 
{f the Clauſe of the Contract ; ſo that ſeeing 
$1 the firſt Proprietor take Poſſeſſion of the 
Houſe again, he laid it fo to Heart, that he 
tumbl'd{himſelf head-long into the Well. 
Autiochus Tibertus was brought from Ce- 
fene, the place of his Birth, into Fraxce, by a 
| Souldier, that made him ſtudy at Paris. He 
follow'd his Genius, which inclin'd him to 
the ſtudy of Natural Magick tho' this Profeſ- 
hon was then'ſo dangerous, that ſince two 
hundred years that Pero Daponno dy'd, no 
Man had dar'd to be tampering that way. 
He imagin'd that it had only been Contem- 
tible, by not having been hitherto plainly 
and ingenuouſly laid down and diſcoverd, 
| but that it wou'd be infallibly Courted by 
| all Mankind, when it ſhou'd be ſeen deckr 
with the Ornaments of other . Sciences. Up- 
on this Principle, he became a ſhrewd and 
learned Profeſſor in Polite Learning, in Na- 
tural Philofohy, Phyſick, and the Mathe- 
maticks, and returning into his own Coun- 
try, where there needed no more for his li- 
ving inſecurity, than to ſeduce ſome petty 
Prince ; this was the more eaſie for him to 
efic&, ſince during his abode in France, he 
paid for a famous Wizzard among the A- 
ſtrologers of that Kingdom, He gave a " 
| On 
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foti for moſt of his PrediQion s, which oy 


Sooth-ſayers, nor the very Oracles them- © 


ſelves, had not yet bethought themſelves of . | 


doing, and on this ſcore was he conſulted by 


Perſons of all Qualities and Conditions, from 


the Prince to the Cobler; and at all times 
was there ſo great a Concourſe of People at 


his Gate, that very often a body muſt have 
waited there ſeveral hours, to get to ſpeak 


to him i in one's turn. He wrote very Curi- 
ous Books of Chiromancy, or Palmiſtry, 
Phifiognomy, and Pyromancy ; ; and viewing 
oneday Guido de Bogni's Hand, ſurnamed 
Guerra, or War,onthe account of his Valour, 
he aſlur'd him, that the beſt of his Friends 
 wou'd cauſe him to be Afſaſſinated, upon an 
ill grounded ſuppoſition, to which there was 
fo much the leſs likelihood, that Bogsi being 


the moſt determinate Soukdior of his time, 


and Courting, hand over head, the moſt 
dangerous occaſions, was, 1n all probability, 
like to periſh fighting, one time or other, 
Helikewiſe foretold, by the ſame way, Pan- 
dolfo Malateſta, Soveraign of Remini, the 
Richeſt Prince of /taly, in ready Caſh, that 
he wou'd dye of Miſery, in the Hoſpital of 
Bologna. Ina word, the fancy took him to 
Calculate his own Nativity, and he found it 
| his Fate to be Beheaded ; and thus all came 
to pals. Malateſta was under a ſtrict en- 
gagemen t 
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' Tpagement with Bogyz, and truſted him with 
 Ithe Command of his Troops. Bentivog/zo, 
I his Father-in-Law, ſent him word, that he 
\ F had committed the Sheep to the keeping of 


the Wolf ; and that Bogni had treated with 
the Pope, for the remitting Reminz under 
the Obedience of the Holy See. There 
needed no moreto diſpoſe Malateſta to invite 
Bogni to a Feaſt, at which 7zbertus had Or-. 
ders to attend. Bogyni was ſtabb'd, while at 
Dinner, and 7:bertus popt into a Dungeon, 
in the Cittadel, his Hands garniſh'd with I- 
ron Rufts, and his Feet with Fetters, till ſuch 
time as they ſhou'd put him upon the Rack, 
tor the making him reveal the Accomplices 
of the pretended Confpiracy. In-the mean 
while Bogs7's Innocence came to light, and 
Bentivoglio, thinking him ſtill alive, wrote 


| to his Son in-Law, that he had giv'n him a 


falſe Intelligence. Malateſta repented his ha- 
ving been ſo haſty, and was going to 7zber- 
tus his Dungeon, to free him thence, when, 
he met with an account, that this Wizzard 
had been caught making his eſcape. And in- 
deed 7ibertus calling tro mind his Horoſcope, 
and not knowing his Caſe to be in good 
tertns,. he had ſo well cajol'd the Goaler's 
Daughter, that ſhe had let him down with a 
Rope into the Dirch, where the jingling of 
his Fetters diſcover d him to the Sentinel: 
Malateſta 
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460 The Secret Fliftory of \ 
Malateſta coming in juſt in' that nick, fam &; 
cy'd him to be Criminal, ſeeing he had that. 
| way attempted to get out of Priſon; and, 
without | other form of Proceſs, had him 
Beheaded. In a ſhort time after, the Duke 
de Valentinois ſurprizd Rimini, and Malz- 
teſta, by meer hazard, : making his eſcape, 
wandred from Town to Town, til] being tor: Fe 
faken by his own very Children, upon Jy, 
his having endeavour'd to fet them at odds; fg 
He found no other retreat, than the Hoſpi- 
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tal of Bologna, wherein he dy'd. N 
Filippo Beroalde acquir'd Fame by a whims * 


fical way; for whereas other Wits endes fr 
vourd to imitatethe Writers of Auguſtus his 
Age ;\ he imagin'd Quaint Lati» ro conſiſt 
in obſolete Words, and ſet about þringing 
them again into vogue and ufance. Having | x; 
all good Books, and his Memory being prodt- 
gious, he enterpreted them to admuration, I 
and there being not a perſon. breathing, that hi 
made the like, in any wiſe comparable; Lek} c 
ſons; he had his Auditory, at Bolozna, fo 
throng'd with all ſorrs of People, principak Þ& 
ly Strangers, as barr'd all acceſs toit. He has 
lefr, 1n this ſtile, a Commentary upon 4Jg 
pulcius his Golden Aſs, containing fo much 
T.carning, that it wou'd be the beſt of all the Q 
--orks of that Nature, without its Author'| 
*range Prepoſleſſion for ſome ridiculous O- 
=NnioNns 
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TT he Faye of Medicis, 463 
BY inions. Hedyd at fifty years old, and re- 
Wzerited of his Barbariſm, ev'n at the very 
d moment of his Death. | 
Filippo Beroalde neither follow'd the ſteps 
nor the Genius of his Uncle betore menti- 
on'd. He hada nice taſte for Quaint Latiy, 
© Jand ſet his Mind to Poetry. His Odes are 
ſo-pure and ſo well wrought, that the Aca- 
demy of Rome judg'd, that no Man, for this 
thouſand years, has come fo near F7orace, 
and it was 1n virtue of this Teſtimony,which 
it gave to Beroalde's Merit,that Zeo the 10th. 
for the attracting him to'Rowe, made him 
{keeper of the Yatican Library, but he dy'd 
at twenty eight yearsold, when on his Jour- 
ney to take poſſeſſion of his new Dignity. 
fl 7itus Sforza was a famous Lat Poet of 
sf Ferrara ; he Compos'd ſeveral Eclogues, 
and put into Verſe the Hiſtory of the Houſe 
of E/fs. None wou'd have diſputed with 
him, the Crown of Lawrel he laid claim to, | 
after Petrarch's Example, if he had not got | 
' a Son, that prov'd a better Poet than him- ; 
a” I ſelf. | 
wh Fercules Sforza made ſuch fine Verſes at 
| ſev nteen years old, as created a Jealouſie 
1n his very Father; and as he had no lefs 
Qualities for the Court, than for Parnaſſus, 
he became the Duke his Maſter's Favourite, 
and made Love to that Prince's Sifter, while 
| he 
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hewrote Verſes; worthy of Antiquity, forlffh 
the Dutcheſs Lucrezia Borgia, He wag; 
Gallant, and very Ingenuous in Repartees 
as he made a Lady ſenſible, upon her twit« 
ting him with his being Lame ; for he ex- 
temporaneouſly reply'd, that Yexus, who un; 
derſtood her ſelf as well as ſhe, at leaſt in 
Love, had nevertheleſs preferr'd Yulcan be. I 
fore others. _ But to his bane, the Beauteoug | ,, 
Toreti, the Dake's Miſtreſs, inſpir'd him with Þ |; 
Love. They agreed toſteal a little Matris | pg; 
mony Clandeſtinely, for fear their Nuptials in 
might be croſs'd ; and afterwards to proclaim | , 
their Marriage, as ſoon as it ſhou'd bea time | þ, 
fitting, they ſuppoſing the Duke wou'd leave | q, 
off loving Toreti, when he came to knoy || ;, 
the had thrown her ſelf into the Arms of fg 
another, But they were miſtaken, tor || jj, 
hardly was the buſineſs known, but that | þe 
Sforza coming to ſup at the Palace, was th 
EilF'd without any inqueſt being fince made | w; 
into th” Afaſlination. I w: 

Barthelemi Cocles ftudy'd only Chiromanr | qQ 
cy and Metopaſcopy, but he became fo | fe« 
knowing that no body ever made fo many || kr 
true Predictions. He was more hardy than I hj. 
other Wizzards ; for he caus'd a Book robe], 
Printed, enrich'd with Figures, wherein heh 
reveald all the ſecret of his Art, explaind 
all the Lines of the Hand, all the different} 6, 

| | Featur &] 
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” the Houſe of Medic. ' | 265 
features of the Face, and laid open the fig 
fication of each thing in' particular. The 
TLearned Achil/izi made a Preface to it, e- 4 
qually admir'd by the Friends and Enemies of Þ 
| the Art of Fortune-telling, and Cocles con- 
firm'd his Boſitions, by an Experience, which 
1 I brought him into a general Vogue. Luca Gau- 
* {rie, fo famous in Judicial Aſtrology, cou'd 
8 | not make his own Horoſcope, for want of 
i | knowing the day, and hour, and place of his 
& F Birth. - He had recourſe to Cocl/es, who, view- 
ls ing his Hand, foretold him, that he wou'd | 
Mm | ſuddenly undergo a Puniſhment, without © Þ 
* | having deſerv'd it, but yet dye of it he p 
' EF wou'd not. And indeed Bentivog/zo, Lord of 
WY Bologna, being inform'd that Gaurze had fore- 
d! Jtold that he thou'd bedriven out of his Ter- 
TT I ritory, before the yearsend, .causd him to 
at I be Kidnapt, and commanded he ſhou'd have 
% J the Strapado giv'n him five times together, 
de which was accordingly executed ; but alſo f 

| was he diveſted, in the time that Gazrie had [ 
Or F noted. As to Cocles, he had no leſs fore- | { 
[0 | ſeen the day and hour of his own Death. He 
VY | knew it his Fate to be killd by. a blow on 
al F his Head, and had Arm'd himſelf with an I- 
be ron Coif, under his Hat, and with a two- 
he handed Sward, with which he Fenced Com- 
1d] petently well. Yet Zermes Bentivoglio, the 
" Great Lord of Bologna's Son, had deſir'd him 
$1 | {o 
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464 - TheSecret yfhoryof | 
ſoearneſtly co tell!him his Fortune, that ham 
had declarid to him hedhou'd be baniſh'd, an 
kill'd.in.a Battel, which happen'd afterwards) 
But then Zermes, the moit Brutal Man of 
his time, wou'd needs be reveng 'd.on Cocley, 
incaufing him to w aflaſfinated by Capoai, | _ 
the moſt reſolute of his Father's Guards. C- © 
poxi excus'd doing it along while, and wou'd 7 
never have refolv'd upon it, had'not the Fan- 
cy took him one day to conſult Cocles, wha, Fi 
not knowing him, told him; 4/as | my Friend, r 
you'l commit a deteſtkable Muyther before it 
yet night. . Caponi being ſurpriz;d at {o un fy, 
expected a Prediction, jmagind Cocles n+ f 
pos'd on his Credulity,'.as he had done on Þ 
that of ZAermes, and thereupon took his | 
meaſures to kill him. He went and dif 
guis'd himſelf in the accoutremears of a Pox- th 
ter, for the better periorming his Deſign, 
and return'd in the moment that Coc/es, who & 
had been conſtrain'd for an indiſpenſable XF 
Atair to go abroad, came back, and was 
juſt putting the Key into the Lock of his 
Door, he gave him fo great a blow, with an 
Ax, that the Iron Coif .coud not hinder 
Cocles head from being cloven. In his Clo 
ſet a Book was found, written with his own 
hand, containing PrediCtions for thoſe of hs 
Acquaintance, whoſe Hands and Counte- 
nance 


ance he had obſerv'd, and the Event juſtt- 
yd emto be all infallible, therenot being a 
zerſon of that number, but dy'd after him of 
the Death hehad noted. | 
Fohannes Cotta was Catullus his Country- 
man,- and had almoſt the ſame Genius. ' He 
gave himſelf to Barthelemi de La/wiane, and 
offer d to keep him Company, when the 
French had taken him at the Battel of Laghi- 
TYara Dadda, and this Office being declin'd, 
% Phe went to Rome to haſten his BenefaCtor's 
h Ranſome, and dy'd there of the Plague, at 
cight and twenty years old. His Epigrams 
have the turn of thoſe of Martial, and his 
Orations ſhew he had already read good 
Books. He had likewiſe Compos'd a Choro- 
i praphy in Verſe, and Obſervations upon P/7- 
xy, but it's not known. what are become of 
thoſe two Works. 
©» Peter Crinitus was Politianus his ableſt 
Scholar, and ſucceeded him in the Chair, and 
Education of the Youth of Florence. 


THE END. 
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The Printed Authors and Manuſcripts 
whence the Firſt Book is taken. 


"THE Ads of the Foundation of San Lo- 


 renzo's Church at Florence. The Pain« 


tings of the Old Palace de Medicl. The Se.) 


cond Tome of Giorgio Vaſavii. The Eulogy of 
Coſmo the Old, among the little Eulogies of 
Paulus Jovius. The Rights of the Houſe of 
Savoy, to the Kingdom of Cyprus, The 
Fifth Part of Pogiodes Works. The Firſt F 
dition of Coleon's Life. Antonius Camps 


nus, in the Life of Braccio. - Filippo Strozzj 


and his Childrens Manifeſt againſt Coſtmo dv 
Medici. 


"The Printed Authors and Manuſcripts 
whence the Second Book is taken. 


Imoneta's Manuſcript, in the French 
King's Library, Senator Moccenigo's 
Hiſtory of Venice. The Memorial of the Se- 
ditions that happend at Fiorence, under the 


Government of the Republick, The Topogra-| 


phick Hiſtory of Volterra, Onuphrius, z» the 
Life of Sxtus the qth. Politianus his Paz- 
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i's Gere, of old Aldus - his feſt 


The Printed Authors and Manuſcripts | 
whence the Third Book is taken. 


\Ardinal Nardi's Negotiations with Fer- © 
rand of Naples, and the Duke of Cala- 


Jabris his Son. Two Italian Letters of Loren- 
$z0 de Medici, one to juſtifie his Voyage to. 
Naples, addreſs d to the Council of Eight at 


Florence, and the other written to all the Mi- 


viftrates of the Republick, to give them an 


Account of the Treaty he had there concluded. 


The Neapolitan King's War againſt the Ba- 


rons, by an wnknown Author in the French 


King's fixth Library. The Hiſtory of Venice, 


by Sabellieus. Platina's Continuator in the 
Life of Sixtus the qth. Andrea Doria's Life, 
by Carolus Sigonius. 


The Printed Authors and Manuſcripts 
whence the Fourth Book is taken. 


HE Tuſcan Relation of Aetius Sincerus 
d'Anazar. The Index of Leonard 
Arctin's Works, by Mr. de la Marc. The Saint 


\ Denis, and the Diogenes Laertius of Am- 


boiſe de Camaldoli. 7he Fourth Tome of 


; Pontanus his Works, by Aldus Manuceus. 
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*The'Dreader of Bloudus.” Tt Je Hiſtory of Bi 
lippo Vifconti. The Life of Chirlemain,. 3 
Achaiolis.* The Combat of Philadeſte and 1 
motee in Mirtavis. The Conclave of Sixtus' 
the 4th. The Greek Poems of Laſcaris, and the 
Latin of Majoranus. The Epigrams of Maru. 
lus.' 7he Preface to Plato's Works. The Eults 
gies of Politian. The Correitions and the 'Hi- | 
ſtory of the Viſconti's, by *Merula. Politian's, 
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v rank. by Cardinal Dowibex The TY ns 0 
Savonarola the Tacobin. Ya 

L 

The Printed Authors _ Manuſcripts Jt 
whence the Fitth Book is taken. Bb: 

iO 


EX E Diſcourſe of the Medici's, Exile, by V 
Cardinal Bibiana, The Conclave if | 1 

Julius the 24. The Manifeſt of Lewis the 12th. Iſs 
 againft the' ſame Pope. The Atts of the Coun- || tt 
bi bcl4 at Piſa, daring the Diſſentions of Lewis Þ #" 
the 12th. and Julius zhe 2d. Pompeo Colon- UP: 
na's Farangue to the Romans,to perſuade them | L 
to recover their Liherty, while the Pope was 
fick. The Relation of the Cardinal Legat' 
flight, after the Battel of Ravenna, by  Barna- 
be de Malcſpina. Machiavel's Zife. Mario 
Mufuci's Offer vations upon that of Caſtruccio. 


The 
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"tThe Ss Anolon and Mamiferi pts 
© ..Whence the mend OE 1s akon.” \ 


T- E O the Ioth's Convlaue, FTis entry into 
F ;, Florence, y Franciſco de Sangallo.' 4 
þ Memorial of the Offices the Repablick of Ge» 
noua has render d, at ſundry times, 'to France; | 
3enebrard's, aid Mr. du Puit's Obſervations | 
Won the Concordate. A Collation of Guichi+ 
'Yardini's Errors, by Giovanni Battiſta Leoni. 
' Lorenzo de Medici's Negottation' with the 
Heireſs of Bologna, between the Dake d'Al- 
bania,” and Cardinal Bibiana.” That of the | E+ 
Biefion of Charles the Fifth, by Adolphus 
y | Vander Marck,Bi/hop of Liergi: [ao the voth's 
of Þ //truttion to Roberto Urſini upon the ſame 2 
h. Yſubjed?. The Life of the firſt Duke of Urbin, of 
#- | the Houſe della Rovere. A Fournal contain- | 
is Ning the Secret and Circumſtances of Cardinal 
n- | Petrucci's Conſpiracy, The ten Books of Pope 
m [Leo's Epiſtles. 
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vs | The Printed Authors and Manuſcripts 

14- whence the Sev'nth Book is taken. | 
10 | | 
10, HE Eulogies of Pontanus and of Domi- 


tius. The Colleftion of Anonymous 
Authors. The Life of Duke 'Valentinois. Pe- 
he | laro's Topographick Hiſtory, Guichiardini's 
firft 
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 Floridus Sabinus » his Eulogies. The Hiftor, 
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Hand, upon the Infelicity of Men of Literature 


Remini. Beroalde Senior's Commentary ap 
ox Apuleius his Golden Aſs, The Eulogies « 
the Vatican Library Keepers. Julius the 2d; 
Manifeft againſt Giovanni Bentivoglio. Cot. 
ta's Eulogy, in Julius Cxiar Scaliger, Jufti. 
nian's ZZrftory of Venice. Maſcardi 7 the Art 
of Hiſtory, Antonio Poſſevino, - 3» the Hi. 
Rory of the Gonzaga's. Longeuil's Judgment 
pon Eraſmus and Budeus. Paulus Jovius his 
Dialogue with the Marquis du Guaſt. The New 
politan Famzi/zes d'Ammirato. The Poft-| 
fſeripts of Budeus, to divers Manuſcripts in the 
French King's Library. OOO 


